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87 Sites reviewed as of 10/30

Å69 involving field visits
ÅMost in Racine and Kenosha counties
ÅLoss of NA status proposed for 24 sites
Å8 sites proposed for downgrade in NA rank
Å3 additional new natural area sites proposed 



Common issues (sites overwhelmed with hybrid cattail, narrow-leaved cattail, and Eurasian giant reed)

Å Affecting marshes, sedge meadows, and low prairies

Å Dramatic reductions of native species diversity and abundance

Å Dramatic changes in physical structure

Å Changes in microbial communities and nutrient cycling / pools



Common issues (sites overwhelmed with hybrid cattail, narrow-leaved cattail, and Eurasian giant reed)

Native broadleaf cattails and 
hybrid/narrow leaved cattails can both 
dominate marshes, but they produce 
radically different physical structures, 
which have consequences for 
biodiversity and nutrient cycling. 

ăNative Typha latifolia in both deep and 
shallow marsh settings tends to be 
shorter, and grows less densely. These 
types of marshes seem to have become 
much less common to the point where 
seeing it is almost noteworthy.



Common issues (sites overwhelmed with hybrid cattail, narrow-leaved cattail, and Eurasian giant reed)

Most of our cattails seem to be hybrid Typha
x glauca. 

ăHybrid cattail forms extremely dense, tall 
monospecific stands which, in turn support 
fewer invertebrates, and fewer species of 
birds than more diverse marshes. Thick layers 
of dead plant material also maintain a cool 
environment in the root zone, which reduces 
microbial activity. Most of our marsh and 
sedge meadow natural areas in Racine and 
Kenosha counties are >95% hybrid cattail. 

Typha x glauca from the TichiganWildlife 
Area. 



Common issues (buckthorn)
Å!ŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ άƻŀƪ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣέ ǇǊŀƛǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

some wetlands (common buckthorn)

Å Affecting low prairies, fens, sedge 
meadows, and bogs (glossy buckthorn)

Å Loss of diversity

Å No oak regeneration, mature trees in 
decline

Å Lack of herbaceous vegetation and loss of 
leaf litter (high nitrogen buckthorn litter 
and earthworms)

Å Alteration of aquatic foodwebswith 
buckthorn litter inputs

Å Embryo mortality and malformation in 
chorus frogs; other deleterious effects on 
plants, mammals and birds (emodinfrom 
buckthorn)



Common issues (Oriental Bittersweet)

bŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ ²ƻƻŘǎ Wadewitz WoodsRainbow Springs



Common issues (woody encroachment in general)

Bong Low PrairieBenedict Prairie


