£ protecting & Enhancing Your
Waterfront Investment

Healthy Lakes & Rivers Resources

Presented By:
Lauren Haydon
Watershed Protection Coordinator - WI DNR

May 3rd, 2025 | SEWRPC High-Quality Lakes Workshop

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WIL.GOV



o Intro to Healthy Lakes & Rivers
a 5 Best Practices for Water Quality

e Technical Resources

° Applying for Funding
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Representatives from:

Dave Ferris Lauren Haydon Amy Kowalski Jennifer Jefferson

e Extension Lakes

e County Land & Water
e Wisconsin Lakes

e WIDNR

Scott Van Egeren Mike Engleson Laura MacFarland Patrick Anderson

Tracy Arnold Tyler Betry Brenda Nordin
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Healthy Lakes & Rivers Goal

To protect and improve the health of Wisconsin lakes and rivers by increasing
shoreland property owner participation in habitat restoration and runoff and
erosion control projects.
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Partner organizations & local champions (W ATY,
have helped install... T

investment

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
has invested nearly $2 million toward Healthy
Lakes & Rivers projects since 2015.
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Over half of Wisconsin’s
counties have projects.
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1. Fish Sticks
2. Native Plantings
3. Diversion Practice



Best Practice: 350 Sq Ft Native Shoreline Plantings

Improve wildlife habitat, enhances natural beauty and privacy,
slows runoff, and stabilizes the shoreline.

Buffalo Lake, Marquette County
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Best Practice: Fish Sticks

Lake Nebagamon, Douglas County

Nearly all fish species use woody habitats for at least a
portion of their life cycle.
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Best Practice: Diversions & Rain Gardens

gl Al

Diversion - Used to
convey runoff away from .
the lake or river

Rain Garden - A shallow

depressed garden that

captures and infiltrates
runoff
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Best Practice: Rain Gardens

&

Rain gardens can also be
designed for sloped properties
(<10%) with the use of aberm

Photo Credit: Chetek Lakes Protection Association (Barron County)
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Best Practice: Rock Infiltration

An excavated pit or trench

= it LB filled with rock that
i ko % U/ \W,] reduces runoff by storing it

AHE W § 81 underground to infiltrate.

Bill Giese
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Technical Assistance

FACT SHEET SERIES:

FISH STICKS
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Statewide Plan Fact Sheets Technical Guidance
o Implementation Focus o Practice Overview o Installation Details
o Funding & Admin FAQ o Project Specifications
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More Healthy Lakes & Rivers Resources

- “Score My Shore” Shoreland Evaluation Tool
survey.healthylakeswi.com

- Free publications to order and distribute

- Lakes & Rivers Partnership Network
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Healthy Lakes & Rivers Grants Overview

- Eligible sponsor applies on behalf of
landowners (multiple best practices)
o $1000 per Best Practice

o $25,000 grant award max
o [5/25 state/sponsor match

- 2-year* grant agreement and 10-year
individual landowner contract with
maintenance requirements

- NEW: Applications accepted

year-rou nd (|imit 1 per yea r) Photo: 2016 Gvrnor’s Fishing Opener
on Minong Flowage
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Website includes:
Application
FAQ
Factsheet

T t H I Do you need some seed money to grow the Healthy Lakes & Rivers Learn more about eligible applicants, guidance
u O rl a S initiative in your community?

for applying, and the review/ranking criteria

# >GRANTS

Healthy Lakes & Rivers Grants

used to prioritize projects.
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources can help with Healthy Lakes & Rivers Grants. Any eligible i 5
rrl (E l’rl(}rl earn more
Xa p O C u S applicant can apply for these grants. Please note DNR cannot provide Healthy Lakes & Rivers funding directly to

individual shoreland property owners. The grants provide up to $1,000 per Best Practice and up to $25,000 for

& M O R I I an eligible applicant applying on behalf of multiple property owners.
.

(YAVYAV.VA Healthy[_akes Wl.com 5 STEPS TO FUNDING

STEP1
Review the grant application.

Visit the Wisconsin DNR'’s Surface Water Grants Website to learn more about the grant program. Check in with

your local DNR Environmental Grant Specialist and Lake Biologist to be sure your group is eligible to apply and

get guidance on next steps.

New application tutorial available HERE!
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Healthy Lakes & Rivers Grants

« Step 1: Review Eligibility Requirements
o Lake/River associations, surface water management
organizations, nonprofit conservation organizations and
qualified school districts must apply for eligibility before
applying for a surface water grant.

« Step 2: Complete the Grant Application (Accepted year-round)
o Application Tutorial Available Online!

o First time applicants must work with their regional biologist to
provide plans and photos for approval
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Healthy Lakes & Rivers Grants

e Step 3: Applicationis received by DNR & reviewed by a ranking
team

e Step 4:If approved, the grantee will receive an agreement outlining
the scope of the grant

e Step 5: Install your projects!
o Remember to track volunteer time for match
e Step 6: Request Reimbursement

o |naddition to completing the DNR forms, includes a project
report, photos, and copies of invoices for completed work
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/lﬂ Healthy
Questions? Please reach out to:

fr_'; Rivers

Healthy Lakes & Rivers Program

o General Inquiries: HealthyLakes Wl@gmail.com

Grants: dnrsurfacewatergrants@wisconsin.gov
Regional Contacts

©)

O

Visit dnr.wisconsin.gov/aid/SurfaceWater.html to find your
regional Lake or Stream Biologist
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