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This report presents the public comment received on the Regional Freeway Reconstruction Study and preliminary 
recommended freeway system reconstruction plan from September 1, 2002 to March 12, 2003. Previous reports, 
“Record of Public Comments: Regional Freeway System Reconstruction Study for Southeastern Wisconsin: 
Volume I, February 1 – August 31, 2001” and “Record of Public Comments: Regional Freeway System 
Reconstruction Study for Southeastern Wisconsin Volume II, September 1, 2001 – August 31, 2002,” presented 
the public comment received on the study from the initiation of the study in February 2001 through August 31, 
2002, including during the formal public comment period from March 21, 2002 to June 14, 2002.  
 
This report presents in a series of appendices for the time period of September 1, 2002 through March 12, 2003: 
 

• Formal actions taken on the preliminary plan by County Boards of Supervisors (Appendix A). 
 

• Written comments received on the preliminary plan and study (Appendix B). 
 
• Newspaper articles and editorials concerning the preliminary plan and freeway system reconstruction 

study (Appendix C). 
 
• Listing of groups which the Commission staff has met with regarding the freeway system 

reconstruction study and preliminary plan (Appendix D). 
 

COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS 
Between September 1, 2002 and March 12, 2003, the two County Boards within the Region that had not 
previously taken action, acted to fully approve, or approve portions of, the preliminary recommended regional 
freeway system reconstruction plan:  
 

• Kenosha County: Through County Board Resolution 46 dated September 17, 2002, by voice vote, the 
County Board of Supervisors acted to fully support the preliminary recommended plan. 

 
• Milwaukee County: Through County Board Resolution 02-275 dated February 20, 2003, by a vote of 

17 ayes to 8 nays, the County Board of Supervisors acted to support the preliminary recommendation 
to rebuild the freeway system to modern design standards. By a vote of 13 ayes to 12 nays, the 
County Board of Supervisors acted to support rebuilding with additional lanes on 108 miles of 
freeway, including the widening of IH 43 from Bender Road to Brown Deer Road to not more than 
six lanes. By a vote of 15 ayes to 10 nays, the County Board of Supervisors opposed the rebuilding 
with additional lanes of 19 miles of freeway within the City of Milwaukee and the City of Glendale, 
including the widening to eight lanes of IH 43 from the Mitchell Interchange to Silver Spring Drive 
and of IH 94 from the Marquette Interchange to the Zoo Interchange.  The Milwaukee County 
Executive vetoed the County Board Resolution expressing his support for the entire preliminary plan 
coupled with a request that the Wisconsin Department of Transportation design engineers find ways 
to limit impacts of freeway capacity expansion on surrounding neighborhoods.  The County Board 
failed to override the veto on a vote of 16 to 9. 
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Study Briefings to Interested Groups and Municipalities 
In addition to the efforts to solicit input regarding the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Freeway System 
Reconstruction Study and the preliminary plan for freeway system reconstruction previously noted, Commission 
staff provided briefings regarding the study and preliminary plan to numerous groups and municipalities.  
Commission staff provided briefings to the following groups and municipalities between September 1, 2002 and 
March 12, 2003: 
 

• Milwaukee Near North Side Business and Community Leaders – Comments received at this October 10, 
2002 meeting expressed the need for minority-owned businesses to participate significantly in freeway 
reconstruction, as well as for minorities to be a significant part of the reconstruction labor force. 

 
• Racine/Kenosha Economic Inclusion Coalition – Comments received at this November 14, 2002 meeting 

expressed the need for minority-owned businesses within Kenosha and Racine Counties to participate 
significantly in freeway reconstruction, as well as for minorities in Kenosha and Racine Counties to be a 
significant part of the reconstruction labor force. 

 
• The Business Council, Inc. – Comments received at this December 3, 2002 meeting expressed the need 

for minority-owned businesses to participate significantly in freeway reconstruction, as well as for 
minorities to be a significant part of the reconstruction labor force. 

 
• Milwaukee Near South Side Neighborhood – Comments received at this January 16, 2003 meeting 

expressed concerns regarding the right-of-way requirements of reconstructing to meet modern design 
standards and provide additional lanes and concerns regarding increases in freeway traffic noise levels.  
There was additional concern about false information this neighborhood had received, which indicated 
that freeway reconstruction would require substantial property acquisition, beyond any residential 
takings, including the Esperanza Unida building, the United Community Center, and area churches. 

 
• City of Wauwatosa – Commission staff provided a briefing on the regional freeway system 

reconstruction study and preliminary freeway system reconstruction plan to the City of Wauwatosa 
Common Council on January 21, 2002. 

 
• City of West Allis – Comments received at this January 29, 2003 meeting expressed concerns regarding 

the right-of-way requirements of reconstructing to meet modern design standards and provide additional 
lanes, concerns regarding increases in freeway traffic noise levels, and concerns over mitigation 
strategies dealing with potential negative impacts of freeway system reconstruction. 

 
• Milwaukee Near South Side – Comments received at this February 8, 2003 forum expressed concern 

over the cost of preliminary recommended freeway reconstruction plan, increases in freeway traffic noise 
levels, and actual and perceived negative impacts on the Hispanic community due to freeway system 
reconstruction. 

 
• Village of Whitefish Bay – Comments received at this February 12, 2003 meeting expressed concern 

regarding increases in freeway traffic noise levels, the current noise mitigation practices employed by the 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation, opposition to the widening of IH 43 to eight lanes in northern 
Milwaukee County, and support for improved public transit. 
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