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Kittentails (Besseya bullii) is a State of Wisconsin-designated threat-
ened plant species. Its distribution in Southeastern Wisconsin is es-
sentially restricted to the sandy and gravelly soils of oak openings and 
dry to dry mesic prairie habitats of the Kettle Moraine.

Photo Source: Thomas M. Slawski. 

Control burn management not only helps to manage the invasion of 
woody vegetation, it also releases essential nutrients which contrib-
ute to the fl owering and seed production of native prairie plants. This 
management practice, combined with shrub cutting and targeted her-
bicide treatment, has effectively contributed to the maintence of  high 
quality prairie. The above photograph was taken during such a con-
trolled burn at the Chiwaukee Prairie State Natural Area in Pleasant 
Prairie, Wisconsin.

Photo Source: Jerry Ziegler, The Nature Conservancy. 

The Commission’s initial Natural Areas Plan, Plan-
ning Report No. 42, A Regional Natural Areas and 
Critical Species Habitat Protection and Management 
Plan for Southeastern Wisconsin, completed in 1997, 
identifi ed 447 natural areas, about 90 square miles, 
and 142 critical plant and animal species habitat ar-
eas. The  Amendment to the Natural Areas and Crit-
ical Species Habitat Protection and Management 
Plan for the Southeastern Wisconsin Region, 2010 
includes new information concerning regional natu-
ral areas and identifi ed changes in the landscape. This 
update incorporates additional sites, for a total of 494 
natural areas and 271 critical species habitat sites, and 
a combined area of about 131 square miles.

In addition to specifi c natural areas and critical spe-
cies habitats, suitable breeding habitat for many bird 
species, particularly those requiring relatively large 
expanses of grassland or forest, is becoming a criti-
cal need. To help remedy this, naturalists determined 
that relatively large tracts of grassland and forest in-
terior—outside of identifi ed natural areas—should be 
re-established. As such, six forest interior sites and 
four grassland reserve sites, for a total of about 22 
square miles, have been identifi ed as areas to enhance 
native bird populations.

The importance of environmental corridors was a ma-
jor factor in the preparation of the Natural Areas Plan. 
Location within a primary environmental corridor 
was a basic consideration in recommending priorities 
for the protection of individual sites. Additionally, 
site-specifi c information collected during the natural 
areas inventory process permits a more precise delin-
eation on environmental corridors.

MANAGEMENT

A common misconception is that natural areas will 
recover and thrive if left alone; in other words, they 
merely need to be “fenced in” to sustain themselves. 

Instead, under most circumstances, natural commu-
nities need to be managed to sustain native biodiver-
sity. Much depends on the extent of past disturbance. 
Proper management is intended to allow natural pro-
cesses to function as fully as possible and to minimize 
human-induced disturbance.

Whether executing controlled burning of a prairie or 
oak savanna, or removing exotic species such as garlic 
mustard or buckthorn from an oak forest, proper man-
agement is essential for biodiversity to be achieved. 
Ideally, the management goal should be to restore and 
maintain conditions that will assure the long-term 
preservation of native species and communities.
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As part of its Lake-wide Management Plan (LaMP), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has developed a set of 
“endpoint goals to describe the desired levels of ecosystem integrity and ecological services required to restore benefi -
cial uses and provide healthy human and natural communities in the [Lake Michigan] basin.” The Commission's adopted 
Natural Areas and Critical Species Habitat Protection and Management Plan for the Southeastern Wisconsin Region 
addresses these end goals including:

• All habitats are healthy, naturally diverse, and suffi cient to sustain viable biological communities.
• Land use, recreation, and economic activities are sustainable and support a healthy ecosystem.
• Ecosystem stewardship activities are common and undertaken by public and private organizations in communities 

around the basin.
• Collaborative ecosystem management is the basis for decision-making in the Lake Michigan basin.
• We have enough information/data/understanding/indicators to inform the decision-making process.                                                                                        

CONTACT INFORMATION

A list of references, and further information is 
available by contacting:

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional 
   Planning Commission
Email: gkorb@sewrpc.org
Phone: (262) 547-6721
Fax: (262) 547-1103
Mail: W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
 P.O. Box 1607
 Waukesha, WI  53187-1607

The Purple pitcher plant (Sarracenia purpurea) 
is Wisconsin's largest carnivorous plant. Its mod-
ifi ed leaves or pitchers are used as a “pitfall” trap 
to capture its prey. While not an endangered or 
threatened plant in Wisconsin, the pitcher plant is 
restricted to bogs and a few fens in Southeast-
ern Wisconsin. Native plants, such as the pitcher 
plant, contribute to the Region's biodiversity. The 
above photograph was taken at the Beulah Bog 
State Natural Area located in the Town of East 
Troy, Walworth County.

Source: Steve D. Eggers.


