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RECORD OF PUBLIC COMMENTS
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

DECEMBER 11, 2002-MAY 16, 2003

This report presents the public comment received on the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor Transit
Study.

The following is included in a series of appendices:

e Oral comments received at a series of public informational meetings on the Kenosha-Racine-
Milwaukee Corridor Transit Study between April 23, 2003 and May 1, 2003. (Appendix A).

e  Written comments received on the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor Transit Study during the
formal public comment period from December 11, 2002, to May 16, 2003 (Appendix B).

e Newspaper articles and editorials concerning the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor Transit
Study (Appendix C).

e Materials announcing the four public informational meetings and hearings including
advertisements, news releases, and Commission Newsletter (Appendix D).

The following is a summary of the oral and written comments received concerning the Kenosha-Racine-
Milwaukee Corridor Transit Study.

PUBLIC HEARING ORAL STATEMENTS AND WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE

During the time period of December 11, 2002, through May 16, 2003, a total of 482 persons provided
comments on the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor Transit Study and the preliminary recommended
plan either orally at the public hearings or in writing via letter or comment form available on the study
web site and at the public informational meetings and hearings. These 482 persons provided their
comments during the formal public comment period on the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor Transit
Study, with 29 persons providing multiple comments.

The comments of the 482 persons providing oral and written statements on the Kenosha-Racine-
Milwaukee Corridor Transit Study may be divided into three categories: comments in support of
commuter rail service in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee corridor, comments in support of improved
public transit service in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee corridor, and comments opposed to commuter
rail service in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee corridor.

Comments in Support of Commuter Rail Service
in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor

Four hundred fifty seven persons expressed support for commuter rail service in the Kenosha-Racine-
Milwaukee corridor. Those persons supporting commuter rail service in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee
corridor cited a number of reasons for their support including that commuter rail service in this corridor
will provide an attractive alternative to automobile travel, reduce automobile travel, and promote
economic growth in southeastern Wisconsin. Additional comments in support of commuter rail service in
the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee corridor included that commuter rail service provides an attractive means



of transportation for persons with limited mobility, including persons with disabilities and vision
impairments; that commuter rail service is more convenient and reliable than commuter bus service; and
that commuter rail service would provide a more affordable alternative than the existing Amtrak service.
Those expressing support included the President and Chief Executive Officer of S.C. Johnson & Son,
Incorporated, as well as a number of business groups including the Racine Area Manufacturers and
Commerce, the Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of Commerce, the Kenosha Area Business Alliance,
the Cudahy Chamber of Commerce, the Racine County Economic Development Corporation, and the
Kenosha Area Chamber of Commerce.

Also, the Commission received a total of 832 postcards pre-printed by the Sierra Club stating support for
commuter rail service in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee corridor. Of the total 832 postcards, about 95
percent were from residents of southeastern Wisconsin, and about one percent were duplicates, with
multiple postcards being returned by the same person. The Commission also received a total of 33 form
letters stating support for commuter rail service in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee corridor. These form
letters were all sent from the same facsimile number.

Comments in Support of Improved Public Transit
Service in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor

Five persons expressed support for improving public transit service in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee
corridor. Those persons supporting improved public transit service in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee
corridor did not specify whether they preferred commuter rail, commuter bus, or a combination of
commuter rail and commuter bus service in the corridor.

Comments Opposed to Commuter Rail Service
in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor

Twenty persons expressed opposition to commuter rail service in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee
corridor. Those persons opposing commuter rail service in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee corridor
questioned whether the benefits of providing commuter rail service would outweigh its costs, and
questioned the projected ridership. They also cited the current fiscal problems of the State of Wisconsin.
Additional comments opposing commuter rail service in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee corridor
suggested that the funds necessary to implement commuter rail should be redirected to other
transportation improvements, including further subsidy and lower fares of the existing Amtrak service
between the cities of Milwaukee and Chicago; to the reconstruction, upgrading, and improvement of the
southeastern Wisconsin freeway system; and to the existing transit service within the corridor including
existing Amtrak, Greyhound Lines, and Wisconsin Coach Lines service, in addition to the local transit
service provided by the Kenosha Transit System, the Racine Belle Urban System, and the Milwaukee
County Transit System.



Appendix A

RECORD OF PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS AND HEARINGS
ON THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

» Gateway Technical College, City of Kenosha, April 23, 2003
o Downtown Transit Center, City of Milwaukee, April 24, 2003
« Gateway Technical College, City of Racine, April 30, 2003
Cudahy City Hall, City of Cudahy, May 1, 2003



Appendix A-1

TRANSCRIPT AND ATTENDANCE RECORD,
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING AND HEARING,
GATEWAY TECHNICAL COLLEGE, CITY OF KENOSHA, APRIL 23, 2003

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC. 3
[T NEa he
! i the public hearing with statements from theose of
2 you that are present that may wish to offer formal
-- T 3 comments .,
WISE RIDE 4 ks you entered the room, there was a
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE 5 sign-in sheet znd a speaker registration form on
: CORRIDGR STUDY OF COMMUTER RAIT, AND BUS SERVICE & which you could indicate your desire to be heard.
‘ Taken At: 7 If anybody needs a speaker registration form at
Gateway Technical Cellege - Madrigranc Auditorium 8 this time, please raise your hand, and a study
3620 30th Avenue 9 staff member will come out and make sure you have a
Kenosha, Wisconszin 33140 10 form so that we get your name spelled correctly,
Wednesday, 11 your address correctly, and that we can reflect
April 23, z003 12 your comments correctly.
Before: . 13 Your statement will be taken down by
Jernifer L. Schmaling, R.P.R., C.R.R. 149 study staff and is golng to be recorded tonight by
15 Jennifer Schmaling who is sitting to my far right.
. 16 Blso, the speaker system that is tied in to this
i 17 microphone system is a direct feed to the Kenosha
APFPPEARANCES 18 radic station WGTD. I don't believe it's being
19 broadcast live, but I presumeé that there will be
Mr. Xenreth R. Yunker, PE, Assistant Director, 20 excerpts that will be taken and used in a public
Southeastern Wisconsin Regicnal Planning Commission.
Mr, Gary Korb, Regional Planning Educator, UW-Extension 21 format.
working with Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning
Commission. 22 With that aside, we will turn it over now
Mr. Frederick J. Patrie, Director of Public Works,
County of Kenosha, 23 to Mr. Yunker who will give the brief presentation
24 on the study and why we're here tenight. When he's
" 25 completed with that, I will come back to the
312 East Wisconsin Avanua
Suita 805
Milwaukes, Wi 55202
ooty
2 4
1 TRANSCRIPT QF FROCEEDINGS 1 podium, and we can start the third part of the
2 MR, PATRIE: Good evening. If I could 2 session tonight which is the public hearing. Sc
3 ask everyone to have a seat, and you don't have to 3 I'1l turn it over to Mr. Yunker.
4 sit in the back. This isn't like church where no 4 (PowerPolnt presentation by Mr. Yunker.
5 ohe wants to sit in the front pew. Well, welcome 5 MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Ken, It is now
6 te the public hearing and public mesting on the & time to receive comments, and we'll go over some of
7 Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor Transit 7 the ground rules wery quickly here. This hearing
8 Alternative Study and specifically the preliminary ] is intended to receive the comments of the
] recommended plan for commuter rail, 9 citizenry and those of you in attendance tonight
16 By name is Fred Fatrie, and I'm the 19 cencerning the preliminary plan. It must be
11 Director of Public Works for Kenosha County. 2And I 11 emphasized that the purpose of the public hearing
12 have had the privilege of serving as the chairman 12 is te hear your comments, not to be a question and
13 of the Advisory Committee for this study, as well 13 answer period or a debate. There was an
14 as the Advisory Conmittee for the feasibility study 14 opportunity to meet with study staff and to review
15 which preceded this study. 15 study materials earlier, and the Reglcnal Planning
16 I will briefly review the format for 16 Commission staff will ke available after the
17 tonight's meeting and hearing. The session has 17 hearing to field your guesticns if there are any.
18 three parts. The first part consisted of the open g We ask that you keep your comments to
15 house which you all had the opportunity of mesting 19 about three minutes. The reason for that is we
20 with SEWRPC staff and other people asking questions 20 want everyone to have an opportunity to speak at
21 on Lhe boards, display boards, that were there. 21 least once. If you have not had enough time to
22 The second part of the presentation tonight i1s a 22 provide your comments in the three minutes allowed,
23 PowerPoint display that will be presented by 23 you may have an ecpportunity to speak again. If
24 Mr. Ken Yunker of the Regicnal Planning Commission 24 time permits, you will be allowed to speak a second
25 staff, and the third part of the session will be 25 time after all persons who registered to speak have
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7
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20
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25
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17

18

13

20

21

22

23

24

25

had the opportunity to speak. When you provide
your comments, we ask that ycu come to the front
where you see the microphone and use that
migrophone ¢ the court reporter and everyone else
in the room can hear your comments. I would also
like to peint cut the comments may be provided by
you and anyone else in writing up to and through
May 16, 2003. Written comments may be provided to
the Commission threugh a variety ¢f other methods.
For contact information such as a mailing address,
e-mail address, see this study, newsletter that's
at the front table when you walked in.

I'm going to remind the people who come
and speak tonight that we are on a direect feed with
WGTD radio, so your comments may be used tomorrow.
I don't think a live feed is going out over the
air, and the two other things that I would ask of
you tenight 1s extend a courtesy to those who are
at the microphone to listen to what they have to
say. He indicated that there will be a
transcription of the public hearing, your comments,
That's Ms. Schmaling's job. You can help her
tonight by letting the people speak and speak what
they want to talk about withcut any interference

and be polite to them, That would be helpful.

I as the chairman of the public hearing
have three jobs. One is to keep it moving. One is
to keep it germane, and the other is to provide
everybody with an opportunity to speak. You can
help me out tonight by following the ground rules
and extending the courtesy that you would like to
have extended to you when you're spsaking. 8o with
those as the ground rules, I think we had the
sign-in sheets filled out as people came in.

I weould like to intreduce a couple of
elected people that I thought I saw came into the
room, Supervisors Boyer and Bergo from the County
Board of Supervisors. I don't kmow if there are
any other elected pecple that are in the room. If
there are, please raise your hand. We can
recognize you. Congressman Ryan -- Ben Harbuck
from the Town of Somers. Congressman Ryan has a
representative here, Mr. David Craig.

Also, we submitted two written remarks.
One was by the county executive welcoming you to
Kenosha County and indicated that the Kenosha
County Executive’s office is in support ¢f this
resolution. There are further comments that he
would like to make, but he summarizes that the

corridar would becoma one of the nation's most
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important econcomic corriders, and commuter rail is
the link that connects our local communities
together, so we would submit that for the record.

The second 1s by the Kencsha Area Chamber
of Commerce, Ms. Cory Bnn St. Marie-Carls, who had
to leave to attend another meeting. Her comments
conclude, "The Metra extension would provide an
important link for rescurces and opportunities
needed for the continued growth of cur Kenosha area
business and industry, as well as our economy. My
comments should be read to the organizaticn,” so
that would also be for the record.

With that, I will ask Mr. Korb, who's up
at the table to Ken Yunker's right, to keep track
of the minutes. We are going to allow everyone
three minutes to-begin with. 1I'll try and have
Gary give you a heads up when there's about ten
seconds left so you can conclude your remarks. And
again, if we have time, then we'll come back
through. I think we have the sign-in sheets, and
we'll take them in the order in which they were
signed up. The first one is a Mr. Fred London,
1954 First Street, No. 290, I believe, Highland
Park, Tllinois.

MR. LONDON: Yes. I support the

initiative, No, 1, to have the thru commuter
service from Ogelby Transportation Center in
Chicago to downtown Milwaukee. I support also some
other things. I support feeder buses that will
link every train station north of Kenosha,
inecluding Kengsha, like we do in Illinots, like
Wilmette and Highland Park, to get people from
their homes and businesses to the train station.
And No. 3, 1 would like to -- when they build the
new coaches, they shouvld build them in Wisconsin
which will provide jobs there and jobs for Rmerica
as well and that we should have -- the new coaches
should be recliner seat coaches. This way more
pecple will be a lot more comfortable traveling
from Milwaukee te Chicago, and some of the benefits
of these proposals are -- You consider Ravinia
Festival in Highland Park. You consider
Northwestern University and the fact that people
from Milwaukee and other places in Wisconsin will
find it much easier to get to schools like Kendall
College and Northwestern University by this thru
commuter rail service and the same way with Chicago
residents whe may want to go to school at
Univergity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee where I went to

school during the '70s. 8o I feel that this is a
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very good propesal, and thank you very much.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. London, for
your comments, I see the second sheet has not been
turned in, T have No. 3, and No., 1 was Mr. Londen,
30 does somebody have No. 2 and thought they were
geing to speak? If not, we'll go to No. 3. I see
the mayor of the city of Kenosha has arrived,

Mr., Antaramian. Second speaker then is an card
Nz, 3 would be Lenny Klaver.

MR. KLAVER: Thank you. My name iz Lenny
Klaver. I'm a Kenosha resident as well as the
assistant vice chancellor for university relations
and advancement at UW-Parkside. The University of
Wisconsin-Parkside formally and strongly endorses
the preliminery reccmmendations of the transit
Advisory Committee based on the following perceived
benefits. First eof all, UW-Parkside has more than
6,000 students, Eaculty, and staff. The majority
reside within the Chicage-Milwaukee corridor, A
substantial number commute to the campus on a daily
basis Monday through Friday, most by private
automobile. Commuter rail offers an alternative to
this heavy reliance on automcbiles.

UW-Parkside has the most diverse student

population of all UW-campuses, a diversity that

10

reflects the demographic characteristics of
southeastern Wisconsin. In additien, the school
actively encourages returning and nontraditional
students principles of diversity can further be
enhanced by commuter rail., Third, UW-Parkside alsc
serves as a gathering place for residents of
Kenosha and Racine Counties and beyond for such
events as theatrigal and musical productions,
athletic events, business exhibitions, and
community-based soclal and cultural events.
Provision of commuter rail offers the transit
alternative to these visitors as well. Fourth,
UW-Parkside initiates and participates in a number
of business and community collaboratives throughout
the regiom, Commuter rail allows easy access to
and from the campus on z daily basis for
participants in these programs from Milwaukee to
Chicago.

Next point, the Corridor Transit Study
propeses that a new commuter rail station be
developed about one mile east of the campus.
Transit shuttle service between the campus and the
station can be developed thus making use of
commuter rail even more attractive. &Ind finally,

day-to-day origin and destination aspects of
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11

UW-Parkside make it one of the largest trip
generators within the Kenosha-Milwaukee corridor.
Marketing efforts geared toward these potential
riders can have a significant effect on the use of
commuter rail service.

And in conclusion, the extensicn of the
commuter rail service would be significant toward
enhancing UW-Parkside's mission of a regional
comprehensive campus. It would serve as a vital
economic corridor of the state. It would provide
an alternative to access to the university's
acadenmic and other cultural and community
partnerships. UW-Parkslide advocates expansion of
the computer rail service. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you for your comments.
The next speaker is David Caddock, 6120 Green Bay
Road, Kenosha, Wisconsin. Mr. Caddock.

MR, CADDQOCK: Thank you. I alsoc support
commuter rail in southeastern Wisconsin. However,
I have a few concerns that to my knowledge have not
been addressed. The first is this whole commuter
rail concept is predicated on the fact that Metra
can and will come nerth. I have sesn nao
information stating or indicating that this is in

fact legal and desirable from their point of view,
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I understand that they have been on your advisory
board, but I alse understand that they don't know
for sure if they <¢an in fact do this. It may
require some legislation from the State of
I1linois, end I think that until this is clarified
we are putting the cart before the horse to find
out if in fact they can do this.

My second concern is in your presentation
you indicated that funding fer this project should
be state and local with nc legcel share., I think
you're living in a ple in the sky. It's totally
unreasonable not to expect that there will be a
sales tax or some other method of lecal funding
required of us in that that's how Metra operates in
Illineis. And ¢onsidering the state of the
Wisconsin financial budgets and running a deficit
to even think that we won't have to pay, we'll get
somathing for nothing, I believe, is unrealistic,
and we should not be promoting this aspect. Thank
you,

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Caddock.

Next speaker is John Bechler, executive director of
KABA, Kenosha Area Business Alliance, 600 52nd
Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140.

MR, BECHLER; Thank you very much. I'll

A-3
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make my comments short. dne, our organization
which represents about 410 businesses throughout
Kenosha County with a board of directors of 2€
people which are all employers totally endorse the
project with the following caveats. One, that in
no way should property tax or income tax be used toc
support any of the three compenents of the project,
i.e., infrastructure, maintenance, or subsidy; two,
that if in fect there was a need for,
quote-ungquote, local share that it should be funded
ocut of gas tax the same way expressways are, road
improvements, et cetera; and that thirdly, to

the -- if in fact this is going to be operated and
adninistered by a multi-county jurisdiction that to
the extent feasible there be scme requirement in
the partnership consortium that would reguire the
local bus system to make sure that there was an
effective and efficient bus system so that, for
exanpla, in Kenosha County's case we would be able
tec utilize the commuter rail to transport people
that work in Lakeview Corporate Park which is
cutside of the city beundary. Without that, we
miss a golden oppertunity to link that together.
And so those were the three comments that were

made, and thank you.
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ME. PATRTIE: Thank you, Mr. Bechler.

Next speaker is Harlan Draeger, 375 Sheridan Road,
Racine, Wisconsin.

MR. DRAEGER: I'm a little short for
this. I had no intentions of testifying, but when
I came in and found out that there were only four
people signed up, 50 this is sort of an impulse.
I'd like to -- If you bear with me, I'd like to ask
a guestion of the audience here. How many peaople
here have used commuter rail on a regular basis for
any sustained periocd?

(Hands raised in audience.)

MR. DRAEGER: Well, more than I thought.

MR. PATRIE: I think the record should
show there was probably a 70 percent response to
that questien.

MR. DRAEGER: Well, that's really
interesting, I guess. Anyhow, 1 scratched out a
few thoughts while I was listening to you folks. I
think I'm the voice of experience because I rode
the commuter rail into Chicige downtown for 28
years straight, and it was great. BAnd I came to
Kenosha in 1951 and found out the local people werse
largely unaware of thelr two greatest assets. Cne

was Lake Michigan except for seme perch fishing
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down at the harbor and the fact that we had
commuter rail service, then the Northwestern and
the old North Shore as well,

I started working in Chicago in 1966 and
hopped the train at 7:15, grabbed the paper, get a
cup of coffee, eat a donut or something. And I'd
arrive in Chicago well-rested, reascnably
well-informed, and unstressed. I didn't have any
traffic to contend with. The worst possible
opposite effect, T can recall being choked, being
in the traffic on the Edens Expressway years ago,
absplubtely came to a dead stop. Everybody shut
their motors down and hoped and rode, And I got
out of the car, went over on a grassy knoll, went
te sleep. BAnd finally, they woke me up about 15
minutes later and on we go, but that's the other
extreme. What this -- What the train trip did was
allow me to work where I wanted to work.
Opportunities were availlable in Chicago that
weren't available here. It allowed me to live
where I wanted to live. We bought a home on Lake
Michigan in 1962, People I worked with in Chicago
didn't know how I did this on a newspaper man's
salary. Well, I lived in Wiscensin which was

helpful. In Chicago you can tack on 50 percent for
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a glimpse of -- a glimpse of the lake. The income
tax came to Illineis in 1972, and it came in at
two-and-a-half percent.

MR. KCRB: Ten seconds, please.

MR. DRAEGER: What's that?

MR. KORB: Ten seconds,

THE WITNESS: You got people behind me?

MR, PATRIE: Parden me, sir?

MR, DRREGER: You got people behind me?

MR. PATRIE: Mo, no. He said ten seconds
left.

MR. DRAEGER: Do you have someone
following me?

MR, PATRIE: Yes.

MR. DRAEGER; Qkay. Well, I'1l1l simply
say the old rail service that I used was my best
friend for many years. It is the best possible
investment that you could make for the long term
health of this area. With 46 percent of the people
whe live and work -- who live in this county who
are employed working outside of Kenosha County,
there's guite a lesson there. We need commuter
rail, and I think the way you're going is on the
money. Thanks,

MR, PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Draeger.
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Anocther elected official has popped in. County
Board Supervisor Bill Grady is in the back. I've
tried to keep track as you come in, The next
speaker, and I'm trying to pronounce this correctly
the first time, Frank Rzavislav.

MR, RZAVISLAV: Yes.

MR. PATRIE: Did I -- Reasonably close?

MR. RZAVISLAV: Very c<lose.

MR. PATRIE; Okay.

MR, RZAVISLAY: Okay. Most people have
talked about this study in terms of commuter rail.
I'm all for all rail but in a different vene, See,
I work at the Great Lakes Naval Base, and several
developments have taken place over the last few
years. First of all, all boot camp now 1s at Great
Lakes, including what was formerly out in Orlando
and San Diege, sc it's & bigger facility now,
Number two, since September 11, no Greyhound bus is
allovied to pick up or discharge at Great Lakes. In
fact, I called Greyhound one time, and they said
thera’s enly cne bus, It picks up outside the gate
at Fort Sheridan, so there's really no way geing
north. You can go south on the train but not
north. 5o there's a potential in off-peak periods

actually on handling additional traffic.
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I don't think having more train service
going farther to Milwaukee will need far more
equipment because most of the eguipment is idle
right now., I don't know why Amtrak didn't pick up
on this. But be as it may, it was a missed
cpportunity. Amtrak -- And it gives people a
better choice. It gives Wisconsin an opportunity
to fund rail service, It did so through
Janesville, Wisconsin, but you know how bad that
was. Hardly anybody rode that thing, seo this is
much more needed., I don't think Tllinois will be
funding the Amtrak service to Milwaukee from
Chicage much longer, T think this route here is
much, much better, even connecting with Amtrak
because it goes to the heart of the cities. It
only stops about cne or twoc blocks from Amtrak
anyhow. It would alsc be a service going north to
Antrak through the same station. I can't -~ And
one thing that bothers me is why Union
Pacific-Metra has funded service to a tiny little
place called Harbor, the malt capital of the world
which is &3 miles. And there's only about &,000
people, yet it has not gone anywhere beyond
Kenosha, And Racine is almost like a sister city

of Kencsha. ©One of the problems is I don't think
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the train -- I only take the train from Great Lakes
to Kencsha, But when the train gets off at
Kenosha, evervbody just piles off. It's like a big
funnel. I know that people live somewhere else, so
they're all coming in and all coming ocut. It weuld
be more of a distribution of load if you kept on
going, I think the other -- Kenosha, of course, is
not handicap accessible, but I think places like
the new stations definitely would be. I mean, as
far as Amtrak goes, it was a missed oppertunity.
But my gosh, I think this is way, way over --
overdue. The arrival of this type of service is
definitely needad. T don't think there's --

MR, KORB: Ten seconds.

MR. RZAVISLAV: Okay. Whether -- You
don't have to supply food service or anything. You
just have to buy a little, whatever. You keep on
going, and that's it.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Rzavislav.
The next speaker is Mr. Edward Huck, Wisconsin
Alliance of Cities working with Smithland, Madison,
Wisconsin.

MR. HUCK: Good evening. Wisconsin
Alliance of Cities is an organization of 38 cities

throughout Wisconsin, relevant cities to the
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Metra's Cudahy, Kenosha, Milwaukee, Oak Creek, and
Racine. In addition, I have personal ties to
Racine, born and raised there. I'm & graduate of
this institution and UW-Parkside as well. The
Alliance of Cities last month in meeting strongly
endorses the preliminary engineering for the Metra
extension. We do so because it will change
development patterns. Right now the I-94 system
that runs west of all of these cities is a
tremendous pull for development which will bring
back towards the cities' much needed development.
We support it because it tles us to Chicago.

One of the goals of the Alliance of
Cities is regional econcmic development. We feel
it is absclutely essential that southern Wisconsin
tie itself to Chicago and that western and northern
Wisconsin tie itself to Minneapolis because they
are two of the strongest economic magnets in the
United States. We support it because it will
increase access to higher-paying jobs for women and
men in the area, and we support it because we can
aveid loss of land to urban sprawl and dirtier air
and water. We think this is an excellent step
towards moving Wiscensin inte a competitive

midwestern -~ having competitive midwestern pull
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for jobs, so we believe it's essentizl. I have
written testimony, and I'll leave it.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr, Huck. Next
speaker 1s Mr. Chip Brewer, $.C. Johnson, 1525 Howe
Street, Racine, Wisconsin,

MR, BREWER: My name is Chip Brewer, and
I'm here tonight representing 5.C. Johnson which
has its glcbal headquarters in Racine. Along with
other Johnson-affiliated companies, we employ about
4,000 people in southeastern Wisgonsin, The
majority of those employees live in Racine. But
hundreds ¢f employees also live 1n Kenosha,
Milwaukee, and northern Illinois. 3.C. Johnson
wants to thank the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional
Planning Cemnmission and its staff for investing the
time and resources to conduct this very
comprehensive study and alsc the study Advisary
Committee for their wery careful deliberations.
§.C. Johnsen will be filing written comments on the
study and its recommendations. And also, our chief
executive officer will be making comments at your
public meeting in Racine next week. But since this
1s the first town meeting that you were holding, I
just wanted to make a very brief statement, and

that is that we are enthusiastic supporters of the
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report and its recommendations. We support
Kenosha, Racine, Milwauvkee commuter rail for three
reasons, well, for many reasons, three of which I
will menticn.

First, it will help employers like 5,C.
Johnson and others in the region attract and retain
enployees. Second, it will provide citizens in the
area access to jobs. And this is extremely
important given the unacceptably high unemployment
rates that exist in certain communities in
southeastern Wisconsin. And third, commuter rail
will increase the quality of 1ife and the
attractiveness of the entire corridor and attract
new business and economic growth.

Once again, thanks very much for taking
your report and its recommendations on the road and
educating people in the srea. And we lock forward
to commenting at the -- again at the hearing next
week in Racine. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr, Brewer, I
might point out now that if someons has -- in the
audiasnce has not filled out a form and they wish to
speak, 1f they raise their hand, someone can --
we've got one up here, and they'il get the slip up

to me. The next scheduled speaker is Lisa Huggins,
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Wisconsin Coach Line user, 5923 1/2 $ixth Awvenuse,
Kenosha, Wisconsin.

MS. HUGGINS: Hi. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Was that Higging or Huggins?

MS. HUGGINS: Huggins. BEveryone tries
Higgins, but it never works out that way. I'm alse
employved in Milwaukee at Bank One, and I use the
Wisconsin Coach Lines every day. I fully support
the light rail in the future. The powers that were
never should have allowed the Milwaukee and Kenosha
North Shere to end in the first place. 1 feel that
four, five years in the future is much too long of
a2 wait. In the meantime, we need more extensive
bus service now.

The Wisconsin Coach Lines fails to
provide decent service and continues to cut the
small amount of service it does provide. There's
currently only elght runs between Kenosha and
Milwatkee and only one run after 5:15, and that
doesn't —— out of Milwaukee, and that doesn't occur
until 9 p.m. That's far too long of a gap. I feel
that much of this problem is due to discrimination
not only on the part of Wisconsin Ccach Lines but
the State of Wisconsin itself. How else can you

explain that in the most populated and diverse area

24

of Wisconsin it has provided the worst public
transportation between Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha,
and Chicago? Why is it that a less diverse
comrnunity such as Waukesha is provided with over
three times the amount of runs and charged less in
fares? I'm told that Wisconsin Ceach Lines gefs
more funding for Waukesha. My question is why?

In the many years that I've been taking
the coach lines, I've seen many geod passengers
come and go due te unreliability, unsafe bus
conditiens, bad scheduling, and all arcund bad
management.. I fully support the train, but we
desperately need some alternatives now. Perhaps
some thought should be given to allowing other bus
companies to take over the nenservice currently
provided by Wisconsin Coach Lines, FEight runs is
just not enough. Four years is too long. Thank
¥ou.

MR, PATRIE: Thank you, Ms. Huggins. The
next scheduled speaker is Jane Haubrich -- hope I
prencunced that correctly -- 2145 Cooper Road,
Pleasant Prairie.

THE WITHESS: Helle. I support the
commuter rail high level of service alternative.

The commuter bus or combination rail/bus
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zlternatives are not viable alternative. I also
ride the Wiscensin Coach Line buses to -- from
Kenosha to Milwaukee on a daily basis, While our
bus driver is always courteous and he tries his
best, the current bus runs get extremely peoor and
unreliable service. The buses are uncomfortable
for a 90-minute ride and frequently break down.
The Kenosha-Milwaukee run consistently operates
with the oldest buses which have the most problems.
The temperature is 85 or above outside, we're
guaranteed not to have air-conditioning or even
windows open.

When the Marquette Interchange or other
road projects begin like the Sheridan Read
improvements between Racine and Kenosha, delays
will becowe even worse., I will not recommend this
bus service to any octher potential riders. The
commuter rail high level of service on the other
hand will give a dependable, comfortable ride to
commuters.

My husband has ridden the Metra system to
Chicago for years. When we decided to return to
Wisconsin to bg close to our families, we chose to
live in Pleasant Prairie because of its proximity

to the Metra station. The train is always on

28

schedule, and there are few, if any, technical
problems. It's z safe, pleasant ride with a
convenient schedule. The commuter rail medium
level of service does not provide enough trains to
be beneficial for most comruters. The Commission
should also note the additional benefits of such
transportation services. Over the years, we have
seen the economic impact of the Metra staticons at
various stops aleng the way, Shopping districts
and other businesses fleurish in its path. My
husband has spotted businesses along the way that
would interest us. As a result, we have made
purchases at these same businesses. We alsc
witnessed the technical corridor spring up in
Naperville, Illincis. Part of the credit of this
is due to easy access to and from Chicago via the
Metra system. I urge the Study Advisory Committee
end the communities invelved to support
whole-heartedly the commuter rail high level of
service. Thank vou.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Ms. Haubrich.
Next scheduled speaker is Louis Rugani, 4526 29th
Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin.

MR. RUGANI: Thanks for this opportunity

to speak, T think I broke the microphene again.
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Let's do this, but then I've been thanking you for
the opportunity to speak since 1881 because I've
been coming ta SEWRPC hearings since then. 2And
mayor -- former mayer -— I guess Mayor Meredith
now, Frank Ziedler was in charge of the committee.
Before that Les Aspen during & campaign trip,
coincidentally, ran a demonstration train between
Kenosha and Racine. A few hundred people, over
1,500, showed up at the event at Racine Depct. And
of course rides were given back and forth, so that
might have been the attraction. But I wonder if
many pecple would have showed up if he had gotten a
bus instead, and -- But my point is we've been
talking about this, and there are people who
weren't aven born then who are on transportation
committees in other parts of the nation and
operating systems such as in Los Rngeles Caltrain,
Metrelink in St. Louis, things like that. BAnd here
we are still talking. Is that kind of an anomaly
of southeastern Wisconsin?

What I was saying is some of these
figures when they come in, while they will cost
$158 million, that's just one figure that was
thrown out, seems the figures change all the time.

T would like to see some reasoning for those

28

figures come out of the media when those figures
are tossed about. Frankly, I dispute them. In
other words, if it's going to be 158, you know,
come in with some real honest answers, and that
hasn’t been done,

T support rail transportation, and I have
a special reason for it, too, in many other ways.
But one little reason was I remember a Wisconsin
Coach Line bus crossing a median strip on 894 back
in the '60s and killing a music student of mine,
Jimmy Leaders. I don't know if you remember that
back in the '60s, so buses aren't the answer. As
far as innercity, innerstate, they're an
alternative, but I guess there are other
alternatives, too. <Car pocling is an alternative.
Buses are wonderful ccnnectors, and I support that.
And if it’s net going to connect to stations or
some sort of transit in Kenosgsha, we have the
streetcar. Well, then it won't be successful. So,
ves, buses are definitely -- are definitely great.
But Wisconsin Coach Lines with its variable,
uncertain scheduling, and I think they do achieve
funding, I don't think that's the znswer, And I
don't think a bus system has the attractiveness, so

I think it's just a drop in the bucket talk until

A-7
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such time as the rails are running. Then you can
use it as a connector.

Now, the fact that the Marguette
Interchange is geing to be taking some property tax
dellars or state funding, let's put it that way,
ovar and above the gasoline taxes, I think the
gloves are off, and I think noew we can go and use
some of the fuel taxes for what we want. T know
the old myth among the paving lebby is that, well,
road taxes are paid for by road users, That's not
true, and you know it. They're geing over and
akove, so we can do the same thing for transit.
There's other things, too. There's creative
funding we can come up with. You knew those better
than I. Metra has a wonderful system. The sales
taxes are good hecause evervhody pays, but that's
another thing. Some of the sensation --

MR. KORB: Ten seconds.

MR. RUGANI: Do I have a few more
seconds?

MR. PATRIE: Yeah.

MR. RUGANI: Some of the stations are a
bit extravagant. Somers is a little scared over
the station. T think a weather shelter and a

gravel parking lot is okay to start with, and I
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think used equipment is fine. I don't think we
need to go champagne for a new start. And there's
more, but I'11 see you, I guess, In the next few
days., And, Mr. Patrie, thank you for all you've
done, I'm glad you're on the committee and heading
it, Thank you again.

MR. PATRIE:; Thank you, Mr. Rugani. The
next speaker is Mr. Len Brandrup, Director of
Transportaticen, City cof Kenosha.

MR. BRANDRUF: Thank you for the nice
presentation this evening, T wanted to just share
with the group that as the relatiwvely new Director
of Transportation in the City of Kenosha, proud to
stand here this evening and suppoert this project in
the strongest terms that I know how, In over 25
years of professicnal work in the public
transportation area, one thing I can suggest to the
group 1s that in my experience, development has
followed the fixed guideway systems. It does not
follow the bus improvements that we have made
extracrdinarily well in this country for our tired
vehicles, and that's a sad thing to say, But it's
a fact of life, and we need to acknowledge that.

Having said that, in Kenosha we're making

considerable improvements. We've recently signed
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an agreement with Metra to upgrade the track area
and make it BDA accessible. We're proud of that
project moving forward. We have grants pending to
develop further the parking facilities. The county
has a project to develop an additional parking
facility, We have excess parking demand here now
in Kenosha as an example to the region of what
happens with a station. We're the lucky community
here in the state of Wisceonsin in that we have
Metra here in Kenosha, but we need Metra going both
directions. It serves a south corridor need. It
can serve a north corridor need very
cost-effectively and should be pursued.

Having said that, we support the current
station in Kenosha also with a direct link for our
streetcar developmnent project which links with
Earbor Park, a significant, almost $100 million
build-out project for the City of Kenosha.
Redevelopment of the downtown is occurring hefore
our very eyes and will continue and, I think, is a
model for the rest of the region to say, "Lock at
their systems."”

Lastly, our bus system tranafer facility
is within one block of the Metra station. We will

provide the services needed to support distribution
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in the Kenosha area with Kenosha Transit Services
and leook fecrward te this project moving forward. I
echo the comments that have been made in the room
that faster is better in terms of improving the
corridor transportation needs ar serving the
transportation needs in the region. And again, I
Just want to summarize by saying we support within
the Transpertation Department this program of
service improvement and know factvally that it will
make a significant upgrade in the eccnomic
development opportunities in the region, Thank you
this evening,

ME. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Brandrup.
The next scheduled speaker is Rick Harnish, Midwest
High-Speed Rail Cecaliticn, P.O. Box 805878,
Chicage. Mr. EHarnish,

MR. HARNISH: My name is Rick Harnish. I
represent the Midwest High-Speed Rail Coalitiom.
We are a nonprofit, grass roots organizaticn
supporting the develepment of high-quality
intercity passenger railway service connecting nine
states of the Midwest. We've got about a thousand
members, and roughly 200 of those are in Wisconsin.
We fully support the development of the extension

of the Metra line up to Milwaukee hecause it would
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serve as an excellent complement by providing the
local services needed and complement the existing
Hiawatha services that have been successful and
soon will be serving Mitchell Field directly.
Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Harnish, for
your comments. The next scheduled speaker is the
honorable maycr of the city of Kenosha, John
Antaramian. Is he right there? I'll take this
oppartunity to remind everybody in the audience if
you have not filled out a slip to speak, raise your
hand. Someone from the SEWRPC staff will get you a
slip so you can be put on the list. The honorable
mayor of the City of Kenosha.

MAYOR ANTARAMIAN: I apologlze for
holding off, But as usual, I was talking to
somelody in the hallway, so I do apologize for the
holdup. I just wanted to stop by to lend my
support te the concept ¢f the Metra station, a
transportation system that connects Chicago to
Milwaukee going threugh the city of Kenosha, city
of Racine. I think it is so important. This is a
metro area when it comes to economics. IAnd because
of that, other uses of transportation are needed

other than interstate highways and the systems that
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we have in place. 8o I would strongly support and
recommend the support of the cemmunity to see that
this eccurs, though for many of us in Kenosha we
already have a leg up. We have the Metra to
Chicago, but the ability to be able to go to
Milwaukee, to the ailrport, to those other
activities in our sister city of Milwaukee, I
think, become impertant to us, aleong with the
possibilities of express trains from Milwaukee,
kacine, Kenosha, Waukegan, North Chicago, Waukegan,
Chicago enabling more transportation activities
through this area.

This morning as I was giving a little
tour to someons, actually from a TV station, we
were chatting, and I drove by the train station to
show them what's going on. The train station
parking lot was packed, totally filled. There was
no room. I probably could have gotten the police
down there to do some illegal ticketing for cars
parked illegally along the side trying to make --
have room for people to be able to ge to Chicago,
more likely where they went. But it's that kind of
growth that is continuing to happen, so I would
again say for the city of Kenosha we'd lend our

suppert to seeing this Metra service expand inte
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Milwaukee and Racine and would hope that the State
would take the proper actions to see it happen.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, your Honox, The
next scheduled speaker, and I hope I pronounce this
correctly, is Julissa Muskat, Save The EJ&E
Razilroad, 916 Washington Street, Waukegan,
Illinois.

MR. MUSKAT: Hello, everybody.

MR, PATRIE: First of all, did I get it
right?

MR, MUSKAT: No. You got it wrong. It's
Julian Muskat.

MR. PATRIE: What's the first name?

MR. MUSKAT: Julizn.

MR. PATRIE: Julian?

MR. MUSKAT: Right. I'm not here to
raise any criticisms. TI'm here actually as a
cheerleader. W®We came cut from Illinois to be with
you today. What I want you to know is that right
now in Illinois there's a meeting just like this
for CATS, Chicago Area Transportation Study. And
they're working on similar problems, and it's nice
to know that these ideas are alive and well north
of the state line. In the short time that T have,

I want tc teach everybody a beautiful new word.
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You'll find it when you do a Google search on it.
The word is commuterizaticon where you take an old
railrcad line that is underutilized and you make
railrcad cars, locomotives, and you put them on
railrocad lines to help take pecople to work and
where they want to go.

We're trying to save the EJLE Railreoad in
Illincis so that people in Waukegan, Illinois, can
put thelr kids on a train and send them down to the
University of Illineis in Champaign-Urbana. It
would be nice to be able to get on a train in
Waukegan and take it up to Milwaukee to watch a
baseball game at Miller Park. We call the EJEE
circumferential railroad the railroad, the baseball
railrocad. We're trying to bring minor league
baseball to Waukegan so we can compete with your
new minor league team here in Kenosha., We want to
have a minor league baseball park near the railroad
station in downtown Waukegan. The people would be
able to get off the train in Waukegan, watch
baseball in Waukegan, take it north te go to
Kenosha, get on a train in Kenosha, and go with
that train to Joliet, Illinois, to watch the Kane
County Cougars near Elgin, te do all kinds of

wonderful things. So what you're doing here today
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is really encouraging for us in Illinois because
it's nice to know that we're not the only ones that
are thinking these wonderful ideas that I heard
here today and what I heard on WLIP when I listened
to Rosemary Potter. BAnd when you do the Google
search on commuterization, you'll find the first
speaker, Mr. London. He's credited with the word,
vou know, commuterizatiom, but that's basically
what we're talking about.

You have commuterizaticn in Los Angeles,
California. The people who came te the World
Series to watch the Giants play, the Angels, a lot
of 'em came on the Metro Link te the ballpark in
Anaheim. You have the Metro Link concept down in
5t. Louis, and this is an idea that people are
rallying to support around the country, and I'm
glad that it's coming about here in Kenosha County
and Racine County and Milwaukee County. It's a
wonderful thing, and T really enjoyed what I heard
here today, so just stay with it. Don't give up.
Den't listen to Tommy Thomases. This is a
wonderful thing. &nd if we stay with it, we'll be
able to enjoy it, and we'll be abkle to find ways
for people in this country to find work, and we'll

start making mere railroad cars up in Milwaukee at
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that company that Rosemary Potter was talking about
on the radio this morning. I wish we had a place
like that down in Waukegan, but I think this is a
wonderful idea and just stay with it and do the
good work. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Muskat, The
next speaker is Patricia Tobin-Chapman, 9210 85th
Street, apartment 312, Beach Point Senicr Center,
Kenosha.

M5, TOBIN-CHAPMAN: After all of that, I
don't know if I even need this. I had no intention
of speaking as you know. At the time there hadn't
been a single woman up here, nor had there been
anyong talking for the seniors or anybody saying
much about the environment, so I just couldn't keep
my mouth shut. After that the two women came up,
and a lot of my thunder has been taken care of,

But I am a former commuter on the North Shore. I
used to go back and forth from Kenosha to south
Kenosha where I was a St. Joseph woman fe go to
school during the Depression. I had a relative --
That's over 70 years ago, and 1 had an uncle who
commuted to Chicago at that time. It was a
wonderful thing. And my grandfather was the

gatekeeper., When I was out there, I'd bring his
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lunch, and he'd say -- It was manually operated,
you know, He'd say about all these cars, "All
those cars, Patricia, they're just a passing
fancy." And that's what I thought when they came
ocut with computers, that it was a passing fancy.
And new I'm so far behind I don't know what I'm
doing, but I think this is wonderful. I'm glad
that I can still drive, though I don't go out on
the interstate much anymore. I do go te Chicago,
and I'm glad that we have a way to go there. 1I'd
like to be able to go to Milwaukee, and T know a
lot of seniors would,

When you get to Milwaukee, a lot of your
relatives then can pick you up, or you can get
other ways of traveling, going from one place to
another so that I think and I hope that you do go
ahead with this. And I know there's something -- I
didn't make any notes, and I knew there was
socmething else T was going to say. But that's the
main part is let's get it going so that when I
can't drive I can get on the train.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you,

Ms, Tobin-Chapman. And if you have additional
comments --

MS. TOBIN-CHAPMAN: <Ch, I know what it
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was., I wasn't speaking officially. I was supposed
to say something about the enviromment. I wanted
to say as a member of the Bradford Unitarian
Earthless Green Committee we are trying to
encourage environmentzl, And of course, using
trains is much more environmentally sound than
driving automokiles, but that's not cfficial. We
didn't -- They didn’t wate on it. They just told
me it.

MR. PATRIE: Okay. Thank you,
Ms. Tebin-Chapman. This is the last card I have
for speaker registration. 8¢ once again, if you
want to speak for the first time, raise your hand,
and scmeona from the SEWRPC staff will get you one
of these. As I indicated earlier, you can submit
your written cemments through March 16, 2003, or
they can be sent through the fax machine, or they
can be e-mailed to the Regional Planning Commission
at all those addresses and phone numbers. The last
speaker that is registered is Ray Ernst, 5016 Six
and a Half Mile Road, Caledonia. Mr. Ernst.

MR, ERNST: How do you do, gentlemen?
I'm here at 7 o'clock, sc T didn't get to see your
presentation here. I don’t know who arranged this

thing te start at six. It's awful early. ALl
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right. I'm here beczuse I'm interested in
efficiency. Most of what I've seen for commuter
railroads lacks efficiency. It's full of
nostalgia, everything else. I had a pleasant time
of commuting to Chicage on the Hiawatha for
approximately three years. Wisconsin subsidized a
vast amount of the Hiawatha service down to
Chicago. The big point that the Hiawatha service
has is it's fast. 1It's efficient. However, it
only carries the population that's necessary on one
route. One route fills that train and sometimes to
eXcess.

The Metra is darn slow. From Kenosha it
takes you two hours to get down there. I could
walk almost faster than that. If you wanna make
this efficient and make it a service that people
can uss and be efficient at, then let's have some
fast trains that go down there. If we're
subsidizing the State of Wisconsin, these states,
we don't need the Hiawatha. We can have one Metra
thing that makes a stop in Milwaukee, makes a stop
in Racine, makes 2 stop in Xenosha, Kenosha goes
straight down to Chicago. &nd if Chicago and
Illinois want to subsidize part of it, so be it.

That's my words. Let's keep it efficient. Let's
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not waste the taxpayers' dellars on this thing, but
we need it. We're subsidizing airplanes. We're
subsidizing freeways. I am not against subsidizing
to a certain extent the railroads, and let's keep
it efficient.

MR, PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Ernst, for
your comments. Mr. Domnick indicated that I may
have made an error when I sald written comments can
be accepted, HKe thinks I sald March 1€ instead of
May 16. If I did say March, it stands corrected,
It's May 14. Thanks, Otto. There's one last one
that's been submitted now. I have a difficulty
reading the first name, but I believe the last name
is Ristau, R-I-S-T-A-U.

MR. RISTAU: Yep.

MR, PATRIE: Is that correct, sir?

MR. RISTAU: Yep.

MR, PATRIE: What's the first name?

MR. RISTAU: Eddie, Eddle Ristau.

MR. PATRIE: Eddie. If you want toc step
up to the microphone, and you'll have three minutes
te —-

MR. RISTAU: Well, I missed part of this
presentation. I didn't know about it till it was

too late. I'm laid off right now, so I've got Lime
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to actually do scmething like this. Wow, I'm a big
believer in the Metra system actuzlly and going up
to Milwaukee. Actually, I take it a lot going to
Chicage. Ii's just a hassle being Iin Chicago in
the first place driving., Parking is expensive,
Geez, if I want to go to any event, pretty much I
got two feet, Chicage’s got an El train, too, so
I've taken that quite a bit. To get to Milwaukee,
you know, you gotta drive down. The parking's
horrendeous dewn there. And the way Milwaukee talks
about, you know, they want to build -- they want to
widen the freeway golng down there, for what? I
mean, there's only like a ccuple times out of the
day that, you know, the roads are actually really
busy., When you drive any part of the day, I mean,
it's pretty easy to get around. But if you give
somebody an alternative to get to Milwaukee, you
can open up a lot of doors down there. That's what
I believe. You got Summerfest down there. I mean,
you get a lot of people from Illinois going to
Summerfest, going to work. I know a few people
that actually had to give up work, you know, like
some of the friends of mine, their parents,
because, you know, they had no train to go down

there, and to drive down there is expensive. I
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mean, parking is just bad down there and in these
other cities. I mean, it would just help out the
sconomy. That's what I believe, 50 that's what
I've got to say.

MR, PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Ristau, for
your comments, I have no more slips in front of
me, so that means that those that have wanted to
speak for the first time have gone through unless
there’s somecne who would like to speak for the
first time, raise your hand, and you'll get a slip.
Otherwise, if there's somebody that wants a
follow-up comment who had spoken before, you can
come to the microphone, identify your name again
for the record so that we have that, and we will
give you another three minutes.

MR REAVISLAV: Okay. I'm Frank
Rzavislav. I spoke before, and I mentioned that
first T have a facsimile of a 1928 timetable of the
Chicago and North Shore Milwaukee and how slow that
was. That was before they even built the
high-speed line zlong 41. This thing actually went
on the El and then used -- went all the way
through where the bike path is, and now it's
from -- I think that was from -- almost a little

over two hours. Now, in that two hours it actually

A-1
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used a street of Milwaukee for three miles, two or
three miles, It literally would go down and turn
to the right and turn to the left, sc you can see
the potential if something like that can do it in
two hours. The Chicago 400s went from Chicago
Northwest. It's steam-powered, not steam-liners.
It took 75 minutes with the old heavy weight
coaches with the rivets im 1935, '37. And then you
had -- then you had a 1927 -- nc, 1917 shrouded 440
steam locomotive, They just put a bunch of metal
on it and all the eqguipment, and that went from
Chicago to Milwaukee in either 70 or 75 minutes in
1935, So you can see back how -- What kind of
prograss have we really made? But the potential
was there. I think the more trains you have, the
less will be local, okay. It's like -- It's almost
using a bus. O©One bus on a route is geing to make
all the stops. We have more express routes. That
part becomes quicker, and that's the same way with
train service. It could have -- To me a train, I
remenber even from Waukegan to Milwaukee was about
45 minutes. Even when the train -- the 400 would
stop at what was 22nd Street, you know, it wasn't
all that fast. But, you know, compared to what you

have now, you want to take a bus, sometimes on
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Sundays they have a gibney {phonetic} service. You
know what gibney service is, was like a private bus
service down at the Turn of the Century. And
that's what they have sometimes. They used this te
get out to Milwaukee because like I said, the
Grevhound, I called my -- I called this volce mail
system. They call it gracing, TIt's Amtrak's
Julie, and all I could get out of her was there's
one bus a day from here to Milwaunkee. BAnd you had
to get on at the base because what happened cn
9/11, there was no Grevhound bus service. This is
for the sailors who would go out on the base there.
Nothing can go on the base except for like a taxi
service, but -- And they also have remodeled and
built a brand new station in Great Lakes. You seen
it being built by the contractor Bowe or something,
50 it's the last big station that's being built.
And that would be really nice if you could get that
station going to Milwaukee, and that's about what I
have to say. Thank you very much.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Rzavislav,
for your comments. Anvone else? There's a
trade-off here in having te come back to the
microphone again, The trade-off is of course that

the staff will be here to answer your questions a
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little longer if we don't. Yes, Mr. Drazger.

MR. DRAEGER: Second bite at the apple.
we've lived in —-

ME. PATRIE: Could you give your name
again?

MR. DRREGER: Harlan Draeger, 375
Sheridan Road, Racine, although that's Kenosha
County, Town of Somers. We've lived in Kenosha
County for 52 years, and my observation is that the
two most visible changes in the whole community in
our time are, first, the loss of one after another
major industries, mostly heavy duty., And we're z
rust belt town. There's no question about it.
Fertunately, some other things came along to
cushion the blow. But the second development is
the change in the traffic on the highways. I think
that if -- As I said, we live out in Somers. These
sleepy country roads now, I just drove through one
during what is now rush hour. It's one car after
ancther, These aren't sleepy country roads
anymore, It's becoming just like Lake County. And
I think if we've got our heads on straight, we know
that Highway 50 and 75th Street is the wave of the
future for the whole county. BAnd how does rall

affact that? Well, Mayor Antaramian noted all the
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cars parked in the parking lot at the Metra
station. I called down there today, and the last
ridership figures, an average daily ridership out
of Kenosha is 341, It was less than 100 when I was
commuting, and it's Jjust grown, grown like crazy.
The potential for growth is certainly there.

I wanted to mention cost. You can ride
from Kencsha to downtown Chicage for $5.80. There
was a story in the paper recently that the cost of
owning and operating an autemobile is now up over
50 cents. Well, if you multiply that by 50 or 60
miles, you're talking about £5.B0 versus 2§ to 30
bucks 2 trip. That's a cost factor. Weather
factor, I worked in Chicago during the twe big
storms that got a lot of attention, 1967 and 1879.
I was ohe of the few people who got to my office on
time because I had the Northwestern on my side. 1
think in every sense of the word the approach
you're taking emphasizing commuter rail is
absolutely correct, and it's important to the
economy. It can't be overstated. Just within the
last week or so the three major bond rating
agencies re-rated the RTA. They gct double A
ratings, and they've thrown in little comments.

Bond rating agencies aren't prone Lo using a lot of
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fancy rhetoric, but I'm going to give you a quote 1 STATE OF WISCONSIN
from Moody's and Fitch, Moody's Metra strategic 2 1 ss:
importance ~- talks about Metra's strategic 3 COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE
importance to the service area economy. Fitch, 4
Metra remains critical to the region's economic 5 I, JENNIFER SCHMALING, a Certified
vitality. All of that holds true for cur region as 3 Realtime Reporter and Notary Public in and for the State
well. I hope -- I hope you can find the money, and T of Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the above
I urge local communities not to be too timid about 8 Transcript of Proceedings was recorded by me on the 23rd
throwing in a few nickels. G day of April, 2003, and reduced to writing under my

MR. BATRIE: Thank you, My, Draeger., Is 10 personal direction.
there anyone else that would like to speak? 11 I further certify that I am not a
Mr, Ristau. 12 relative or employee or attorney or counsel of any of

MR, RISTAU: I agree with both thesa 13 the parties, cr a relative or employee of such atteorney
guys, you know. This whole thing is -- This 1s the 14 or counsel, or financially interested directly or
wave of the future. One of the most -- I don't 15 indirectly in this action.
know what else can happen, Maybe the Metra train 16 In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
might be a little kit slow. But I tell you what, 17 hand and affixed my seal of offices at Milwaukes,
it's an alternative. It gets you there, all right. 18 Wisconsin, this 8th day of May, 2003.
If there's a snowstorm, if you got a group of 19
people, if you're out with a bunch of people to a 20
big city like Chicago, for instance, em all 21
in a train, you know. I mean, it's great. Also, 22 Notary Public
that thing would pay for itself as the years go on. 23 In and for the State of Wisconsin
T mean, you have to get something te start. That's 24
how all these other rail lines got started. TYou 25 My commission expires December 7, 2003,
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know, the bus system, you know, that's all right.
But my experience with buses is that they get
caught up in traffic snarls, all right, And I
den't really ride a public bus because either they
don't usually come on time or I never really get
where I want to, figuring out those schedules and
routes, too. But I mean, it's an okay alternative,
but you're dealing with traffic. I mean, I don't
know if anybody likes traffic. No one does. I
rode Wisconsin Ceoach Lines to Milwaukee. Felt like
that took forever, soc that's all I got to say.

MR. PAIRIE: Okay. Thank you,
Mr. Ristau, for your comments. Is there anybody
else that would like to speak this evening? Is
there anybody else that would like to speak?
Seeing nobedy rushing to the microphone, I'd like
to thank Ms. Jennifer Schmaling for taking the
dictation or the stenography for the meeting
tonight, and I'd like to thank all of you for
helping her do her job and me deing my job by
extending a courtesy for letting the people speak
tonight., And I guess the hearing is closed. The
third part of the meeting is closed. Thank you all
for coming.

{Presentation concludes at 7:28 p.m.)
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312 East Wisconeln Avsnua
Suite 608
Milwaukes, WI_53202
PHOME: (414} 2248533
EAX; (a1d) 324-5636

TRANSCRIPT COF PROCEEDINGS

MR. PATRIE: We're golng to get
started. It's a little after £:00. Welcome this
evenirg, and thanks to Milwaukes County for
providing this wonderful facility for us co meet
here today. Welcome to the public hearing and the

hearing on tko Fenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor

Transit alternative Analysis Scudy and

SpEC

aily ta review the preliminary recommended
plan for commuter rail.

My name is Fred Patrie. I'm the
Cirector of Public Worka for ¥enosha County, and
I've had the privilege of ssrving ag the chairman
of the Advisory Committee for the feasibilicy
study, which was completed in 1938, and also this
study that you're going to be seeing this evening.

I will briefly review the format for
coday's meeting and hearing. This session, and
sesslons like it, are rur with three parts. The
first part conaisted of the open house which ran
trom 4:00 this evening until &:00. Ib's whers
yeu, the public or interested parries, had the
cpportunity to meet with staff or committes

rwerbers and ask guestions on the study itself.

The second part of the presentation
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tonight will ke Mr. ¥en Yunker from the Regional
Planning Commission who will give you an overview,
a very brief overview, of what tne study was and
looked at and what the recommendation is. Then
the last paxt of the meeting tonight is you have
an opportunity to offer your comments, your
suggesations, criticiams. And we have a
stenographer here, a Ms. Jodi Tyley, who will be
recording thoses comments and will be made part of
che pesrmanesnt record.

As all of you entered the room tenight,
¥ou noticed that there was a table, and T think
that most of you did sign in 8o that we have a
registration form of knowing who was here. If you
want to speak tonight, there's a small, little
»lgger than an index 3ize card that you have to
fill out and turn back in to Ms. Martingek, who's
20lding it up over there, and we would encourage
you to do that relatively quickly here.

Afrer the forms are collected, the
pecple will speak in the order in which they
turned in the forms. There is a little nurber in
the upper right-hand corner of the form, sc as
those are turned in, then we will put thocm in the

order in which they were distributed, and thon

that will be the order of the speakers tonight.

Afrter the presentation is made, we would
agk that you step up to the microphone. If I'wve
completely mauled your nawe or didn't get voux
addvesas correct, please feel free to correct me ao
that Jodi can have a record of your pame and your
address and what your comment ia on. The
stacements will be documented in the study's
record of public comments and will be presented to
the Advisory Committee that is gulding the conduct
of the study. It's now the second part of
tonight's meeting which iz to have Mr. Yunker from
cthe Regional Planning Commission give you an
cverview of the study and of the recommendation
plan.

{Presentation by Mr. Yunker was giver.)

MR. PATRIE: MAS I stated garlier this
svening, it's now time to ge to rhe third part of
tne purpose of the meeting ronight, and that's to
reseive your comments. It should be noted that
che hearing is intended Lo receive your Comments
conceraing the issue at hand tonight, and that's
the commurer rail. It should be emphasized that

the purpose of the hearing ie to hear your

COMMents, not Lo open it up for a
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question-and-answer pericd or a debate. There was
an cpportunity to meet with the study staff and
review materials earlier, and the study scaff will
be available after the hearing if you develop
questions during the course of the presentations
or the quegtions and answers. I also stated
earlier that tihe meeting is being -- We have a
stenographer who L8 going to be taking the
miputes. Her job this evening iz a very difficult
job. It's to make sure your conments are recorded
accurately, 8o if you would, you could help her do
her jeb tonight by remembering that only cne
person can talk at a time and that if she can't
hear it, ghe'll have to ask tc have it repeated,
so it's very important that the record is correct,
My job @s a chairman of a public hearing
ig three-fold. That's ke kesp it moving along,
keep the issue relevant, the digecussion relevant,
and give everyone a chance te talk, Given the
fact that we have a stack of pecple who want to
apesk, we're going to start with the restriction
of about three minutes per speaker to begin with.
We want to have sveryone have an gpportunity to
speak and previde their comments. If you do oot

feel you've been given enough time in your three
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minutes ce gtate what you need to be said, if
there's time at the end, which there was last
night at. the hearing in Kenosha, we will let
people come up again and then finish their train
of thought or add additional comments if they
would like. But in order to give everybody a fair
shot, we would like to limit it to about three
minutes. And Mr. Korb, who's sitting to the right
of Mr. Yunker, will give you a heads-up if you're
speaking that you have about ten seconds left of
your original three minutes,

Again, in order for the stenographer to
get the record, we need you to come to the
microphong, regtate your name and addrese if T
haven't stated it correctly and then go to your
point. It's also important to note that if you
don'e Eeel comfortable speaking in publie, and not
everybody does, there are a variety of ways that
you can get your opinions on the record or your
neighbor's opinicns on the record or somebody who
couldn't ke here tenight on the record, and that
ig that through May 14, 2003, they can be provided
Ehrough the e-mail address that'as on the
newsletter or by mailing the Regional Planning

Commission, so there's a variety of wehicles that
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you can use if you're not comfortable in a public
format in getting these to the committbee,

So 1f there's no further action, 1'11
start. And again, we have these in the order in
which they were turned in. The first speaker
tonight is Adrian Vesgperman, address, 2139 South
Fifth Screet, Milwaukae.

MR. VESFERMAN: That's correct.

MR, PATRIE: I said it correctly?

MR. VESPERMAN: You did,

MR. PATRIE: The first one. Then we're
going to have a good meeting tonight.

MR. VESPERMAN: We are. I feel that
everything that you brought out was very well done
and has shown pretty much what I wanted to say,
but what 1 really feel is that it's about tims
that Milwaukee finally caught up with everybody
e2lse and started a regional transit system in
which we can go ahead and go from Milwaukee to
Chicago apd have it reascnably cost effective for
thoge people who are disabled as well as regular
pecple, so that, you know, 1f people want to go
ahead and take day trips, they can go ahead and
maybe go and do it reasonably well and not have to

pay mega amounts of dollars like they do with the

Amrrak system as it's set up right now.

T feel there for $o long that too many
politiciang have been keeping us in Southeastern
Wigsconsin from realizing rail, light rail betwesn
Milwaukee and Chicageo, and I feel that we have a
goad chance of doing this, and I hope that you ga
ahead and work thia gut. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Vesperman,
The next speaker is Lincoln R. Rice, P.¢. Box
05206, Milwaukee.

MR. RICE: Helle. My name is Lincoln
Rice. I'm with Casa Maria, which ig over by 21st
and Highland, and our main work is for housing
homeless women and famllies, and we feel that this
would be, the commuter rail alternative would be
the best alternative. It would be a cheap and
more pleagant way than taking the Greyhound and
also the current Amtrak system and be an easier
way for people to keep in contact with family,
esasier way for people to get to jobs without
having to do -- either do bus routes that take a
long time and where the gspace is more cramped and
that we hope that in the future, in Milwaukee's
future, this will be seen as the firsc step in

implementing more rail in Milwaukee after people
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se& how wonderful an alternative this is. Thank
you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Rice. Next
speaker is Nicholag LaJole, L-A-J-0-I-E.

MR. LAJOIE: Yeah. Tt's French. You
can pronounce it any way you want.

MR. PATRIE: 8o is Patrie, and mine gets
pronounced every way too, so is it LaJoie?

MR. LAJOTE: Ladoie ig the French
pronunciation. Whatever you'd like.

MR, PATRIE: Yes, Mr. LaJoie,

MR. LAJOIE: Yeah, I just wanted to
conment and say that I'm all for the rail option.
I actually den't think the bua, I'm glad you left
it in your study, but I don't think they are a
reagenable opticn of commuter service between
Milwaukee and Chicago, It's too slow a form of
vrandportation. It's a disadvantage to driving
because it navigates traffic and stops it at
intermediate places between point A, point B, and,
you know, it just adds to pollution and everything
elss, that cars are a negative quality toe in
regicnal transportation.

And I think that cost is also something

that's almost nagligible compared to -- The

freeway cost estimates, for instance, of fresway
gystems, upwards of $6 billion to redo the
Milwaukee area freeway system, whereas a couple
hundred millior deollars deesn't deem like much in
comparison.

And I'm also concerned that we create a
regional transportation authority, and I think
that's prokably the best way ro aucceed at this
project and projects in the future, because if
individual municipalities and communitieg are
working separately f£rom each other, you're not
going to have ag much centralized thinking and
planning as you would if a regional auchaority and
body were planming this cut to provide planning
for trangit within all the communities in
Scutiieastern Wisconsin, and te werk together with
Amtrak and the Milwaukee connector study and the
bug systems as well and hopefully create some sort
of a downtown transit center that we can catch all
of thoae from, so thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. LaJoie.
Next speaker is Michael Kramer, Northwestern
Mutual, 4014n Forth Oakland, Shorewood.

MR. KRARMER: That's correct. I just

want to say what a momentous occagion this is. I
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mean gure, blah, blah, blah, the whole expansion
Metra. More ilmportantly, this is something that
Loth Scott Walker and John Norcuist hoth suppert
and I don't know how often that will happen during
their tenure, so I think that's just amazing. But
I also want to state for the record that I do
support the rail alternative with the medium
service as Mr. LaJoie said before me. The fact
that the rail alternative 1s going to be
4 te 12 percent -- reduce the congestion on our
freeways by ¢ to 12 percent, the econemic and land
use developments that this will occur. Just
compare the rail versus the bus. Look at all the
wonderful condos and shope and restaurants around
the Milwaukee Downtown Transit Center versus all
the ¢ondos, reataurants and shops around the Metra
station in downtown Arlington Heights, Illinois,
and that right there would show that from an
economic standpoint, the rail is the best
alternacive.

Some things I would like to see in
addition to the medium level service, right now it
states in the report that there'a no nighttime
service, and I think we need to maybe focus on

some more nighttime service, especially like for

1z
festivals, the Ravinia Festival, you know, like
the 8t. Patrick's Day parade in Chicago, State
Fair, things like that.

Also, T think thig would be a great
platform if we can expand this eventually, after
pecple in Milwaukee see how great this i, expand
it nmorth te Meguon, Sheboygan, expand it west to
Brookfield, Pewaukes, to make this a whole
regional entity.

One of the other things I want teo talk
about, ¢ouple other things, is the marketing of
this. I think we really need to push it cnce it
comes along. You juat den't all of a sudden open
up the station and let people hop ou. Maybe have
like free rides over Memorial Day weekend, and
then when Eestivals start coming along, paople
will autcmatically know this is there and be
willing to pay for it.

Also I want to talk about the resgicnal
impact. There are a lot of projects going on
right now, the downtown connector, the Marquette
interchange, and a lot of these things are just
happening independently, not really communicating
it geems like. And also involved is like the

Third Ward public market. This is something that,
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1 you know, it could bring -- Pacple from Chicage

2 could come all the way up to Milwaukse just to go
3 to this public markst, so I think we need to have
4 a lot more talking between those groups as well

5 also Menomones River Valley.

& And more emphasis, too, on the Amtrak

7 station and St. Paul Avenus. I mean, 1f I would

8 be coming up from Chicago and had te pull into the
g Amtrak station here, I wouldn't be at all
10 impressed with Milwaukee, so I think that's
11 another aspect we need to put a lot of our
12 development in.

13 Eng the last thing I want to talk about
14 is the economics of this project. You said the
15 capital cost would De about 152 million for the
16 tiedium level of service and 18.6 million for the
17 - annual operating cost. Compare this fo the
18 $700 million thar iz proposed to expand our
1s freeways.
20 MR. KORB: Ten seconds, please.
21 MR. KRAMER: Thege projscts would both
22 do the exact same thing, reduce congestion;
23 however, one is at a fraction of the cost, so
24 again, I support this, and I'd like to say less
25 freeways and mere rail and other alternatives.
14

1 Thank you.

2 MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Kramer.

3 Talk ahout a histeric night, Mr. LaJoie'sz name has
4 bheen preonounced twice correctly tonight. Next

S speaker Ls Kit Halloran, Greater Milwaukee

13 Asscciation of Realtors, 1633 Nerth Prospect

7 Milwaukee. Mz, Hallovan.

8 MS5. HEALLORAN: Thank you. BAnd yes, you
9 got my name right. I am representing the Greater
1g Milwaukee Association of Realtors which has about
11 3400 members in the metropolitan area. I

1z pergonally have been in residential real estate

13 for over 30 years, and I've loved telling people
14, when they first came to Milwaukee from other partg
15 E of the country about cur commute time. I doa't

1€ speak about it quite as enthusiastically anymore.
17 But I am here to register the agsoclation and my
12 personal support for the metre axtension from

19 Kenosha and Racine to Milwaukee, the commter rail
20 option,

21 In late 2002, the beard of directors of
22 the Realtors Asgociaticn formally endorsed the

23 extension for scme of the following reasons,

24 citing some of these, the potential Metra stops in
25 the Milwaukes region could bring millions of
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dollara in commercial and residential real estate
development. For example, in Kencsha, the
property where the Metra stop is currently located
wag assessed at zerc dollars. It now has a

$14.5 million valuatien and provides 367,000 in
property tax revenue ta the city.

Locking at the regional level, the Metra
extension wounld agsist economic development in
Rarins. The city of Racine recently hammered out
agreementa with its surrounding neighbora to
provide sewer service to the adjoining communities
in exchange for future fiscal concessicna. The
Metra extension in Racine County would certainiy
help foster development opportunities in that
greater Racine area.

And the Metra extension will also
provide eagy acessg to Mitchell, we've talked
about that, including getring scme of those
frequent £lier rich commuters from northern
Illipois up to Mitchell. 1I'd racher fly out of
Mitchell than O'Hare any day.

Somebody wasg talking about the festivals
in Ravinia. I'm talking and thinking about the
testivals here. There are a lot of pecpls who

would really appreciate and get more here, you

15

know, get here more for them, and our parades.

The employers, not only in Milwaukee
downtown &zea, but I saw around the room scomewhere
here that this would provide access to maybe
147,500 joba that are currently within a half a
mile of the stations that are proposed. Anything
that helps downtown parking or the freeways I
think has got to be good. It appears to be part
of an overall transportation plan which I think is
essential.

Then thers was something that was kind
of interesting. In spring of 2002 when the
realtors were thinking about the county executive
race, they did a poll of county residents, and
while they were asking some other county executive
type guestiong, they also asked should the county
encourage the Metra commuter train line from
Chicago to Kenosha to continue all the way to
Milwaukee? Now, this was not one of those polla
that you'd just send to your supporters and you
know what the answers are going to be. It was a
professionally done pell, and 71 percent of the
county residents agreed that it should go ag an
extensicn.

This was at a trime when they ware really

16
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up in armg about financial -- I mean about the
¢odt of anything and any tax dollar.

MR. KORBE: Ten seconds, please.

M8. HALLORAN: So I would just thank
you, and I appreciate it. The numbers I heard
tonight, I was most impressed with that 30 to
38 million rider miles. Take those passenger
miles off the freeways. Thanks for the chance to
speak.

MR. PATRIE: Thanks, Ms. Halloran. I
appreciate your comments. Wext speaker iz Kevin
Barnes, 1%7 Overlook Court, Pewaukee, Wisconsin.

MR. BARNMES: That's correct. TI'm here
tonight to express my support for the proposal to
expand and extend the Metra service up to
Milwaukee, and I'm offering that support from a
unigue perspective, that's the perspective of
somebody who periodically is now doing the commute
from Milwaukee to Chicago for work. I work for a
company called Exenture (phonetic), and at the
present time I splitc my time between our Milwaukes
cffice and our Chicago Loop cffice. What that
means right now is that typically I'm driviang for
about 45, 50 minutes in the morning down to

Kenosha, parking my car and getting on the Metra

17

there, Now, people who aren't familiar with this
commute will ask me usuvally one of two guesticons,
No. 1, why aren't you taking the Amtrak, and the
easy answer to that is cest. I believe that the
round trip cost from Milwaukee to Chicago and back
right now at the Amtrak is somewhere in the range
of $40. With the Metra I buy a ten-ride pass, and
it works out te just under $10 a day, T believe,
for the Metra ride. and of course that's Kenosha
to Chicago, so it's a slightly ghorter trip, but
you get the idea that thers's a significant cost
difference.

The other guestion people will typically
ask me is why don't you drive to Chicago, and the
angwer to that is, well, anybody that has ever
driven down to Chicago during rush hour, you know
why I den't drive down te Chicago.

The other thing that I think is kind of
interesting with regards to the Metra, in addition
to all the eccnomic benefite that were referenced
as part of the study, one thing that didn't come
out is the Metra's flexibility in what I consider
tc be unigue situaticns, and bto that I'm
personally familiar with are the Loop flocd, which

happened, I guess it was, about five or six years
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ago, and a fairly szignificant snowstorm which hit
Chicago in December of 2000. In both of thoss
cages, you had large numbers of people that were
trying to get out of downtown Chicago all at once.
What Metra started doing in both of those
situations was essentially running trains out, as
gooi asg they filled a train, they ran them out of
the station and hit all of the ataticna from
downtown Chicago all the way out to Kenosha.
Pecple were able to very easily get to wheres they
needed to go despite the fact it was a really
unigue situation. And in the case of ths
snowstorm, I know an awful lot of pecple who had
driven down and ended up having to try and find a
hotel room or aomething in the Loop, where as I
got back to Kenosha, they actually had about eight
inches less @now there than they had in downtown
Chicago, and I was able to get in my car and drive
home .

Bnd go in closing, I think that this a
great move. I agree with some of the other
gpeakera who've stated that this is long overdue,
and I hops this goes through and we have the Metra
to look forward to.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you wery much,
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Mr. Barnes, for your comments. Part of that is
that the Department of FPublic Works in Kenosha
County is much more efficient, Did they tell you
that that's my real day jeb? The next speaker is
Bill Moore from the Sierra Cluh. We do not have
form number eight turned back in, so if somebody
wants to turn it in, they can give it to the tabls
or to Qtto. Otto, you can raise your hand. If
you took it out and you don't want to speak,
that's fine toco. Mr, Maore,

MR. MOQRE: Thank you. Even though I
did put Sierra Club down, my position here is my
owil, although it's very similar to the Sierra
Club's. To me the amazing thing is that we need
to be here at all. Citizens of Furcpe, of Japan,
of scores of lesser developed countries hetwsen
and a dozen other U.S8. cities would say, what took
you so long, or why did you eliminate a well
working public trangit system in the first place.
Using a guarter of the energy of Americane, these
wise government3 and planners have always known
the value of a system that effiriently moves all
the cicizens, not just those who can afferd an
automcbile, a gystem that saves time and money,

provides for cleaner air and decrsases sprawl.

A-19
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1 There's just no down gide.

2 Wow, just as an exerciss, I ask you to

3 imagine for a moment a country without interstate
4 highways. Beginning in the 1950s, we would have

5 developed a full system of high-speed commuter and
3 intracity rail or someching even more advanced by
7 now. Pecple would live closer to stations. Inner
2 cities would be vibrant, and pollution would be a
Bl % negligible problem. Air visibility would be
10 é virtually limitless. Global warning would not be
11 i a concern, and the loss of farms and farmland
12 would be almost nonexistent.
33 We're behind, but we can catch up, The
14 Metra extension is a good step. It ahould not
15 ¢ only be extended wo Milwaukee but should be part
16 ; of a larger plan to include high speed rail, more
17 commuter rail and rapid intracity transit to move
18 people once they have reached the city. Let's
15 plan far ahead. Let's catch up to the world.
20 MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Moore for
21 your comments. Next speaker 1§ Louise Petering,
2z Fax Point resident intracity, 7229 North Sanca
23 Monica, Fox Point,
24 MS. PETERING: Thank you for the
25 opportunicy to hear the plan and to be heard

22

1 today. The Wise Ride plan presented here today is
2 certainly the hest of the three alrernatives

3 ‘ considersed. It is a step forward in addressing

4 auto communitiss and increased traffic on T-94 in
5 che Kenosha, Racine and Milwaukee corridor.

& However, in the long run, it alome will not

T adéregs traffic, land use and developrent issues

8 in the areas around urban centers served by the

El plan. My reservations about Wise Ride center not
10 on the plan itself but on the absence of a

11 mandatory plansing tool for all of southeast

1z Wigsconsin. Such a tool is necesgsary to guide

13 ‘ development and redevelcpment fostered by Wise

14 ‘ Ride and experisnced outside the narrow rail

15 ; Xenosha-Racine-Milwaukee corridor

1& I have two specific concerns about Wise
17 Ride. The first one deals with conserving cpen

18 spaces and its benefits, and the second with

19 curbing low-dengity urban sprawl arcund cities

290 served by commuter rail, especially Milwaukee,

21 i Wise Ride itself does nct agssure preservation of
22 open spaces critical to the long-term viability of
23 southeastern Wisconsin. Given the attractivenesa
249 of open areag in Wisconsin, Wise Ride will likely
25 draw a population morth, and this poses a threat
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Lo these open spaces, specifically environmental
corridors, prime agricultural lands and rural
lands outside the planned urban gervice area.

We'wve geen what's happened along I-94
since the early '70a, and hopefully this plan will
mute further haphazard development outside of
outlying areas For & time, but it does not
guarantae preservation of the open areas that
recharge our water table, cleanse our air and
provide natural and recreational respites from che
urban environment. As a North Shore resident and
trustee in the wvillage of Fox Peint, I'm concerned
that Wise Ride along the SEWRPC'a proposal for
widening I-43 will contribute to problems
assoclated wikh low-density urban sprawl to the
north of Milwaukss. The current proposal to widen
I-43 through the North Shore to four lanes in each
direction already threatens to remove community
infrastructure and erode the tax base of several
municipalities. By itself, the current I-43
proposal means increased traffic loads north out
of Milwaukes and a doubling of noise, light, air
and water pollution in areas along I-43. Add to
that easier commutes to Milwaukee. Merra

facilities could foster additional development

24
north beyond Milwaukee, The past two decades have
seen land development in scutheast Wiscgonsin
increase about 35 percent while the population has
increased only about
3 percent. Wise Ride does not really address the
problems assocliated with cutlying low-densikty
urban sprawl.

In summary, while Wise Ride commuter
rail itgelf is definitely a step in the right
planning direction, alore it could be
counterproductive for the region. To assure the
plan delivers on its promises, southeast Wisconsin
needs mandated, smart growth, to conserve open
space Lo address problems associated with
low-density urbar sprawl and to assure development
of the region in a wholesome manner. Together
Wise Ride and smart growth would foster wisely in
uze of pur infrastructure. Together they would
assure a viable future for all of southeast
Wisconsin. Thank you again.

MR. VESPERMAN: You just den't want
black people up in Fox Peoint,

MS. PETERING: No. That's not the
iasue,

MR. PATRIE: Sir. Thank you for your
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comments, Ms, Petering.

M5. PETERING: You're wslcome.

Mii. PATRIE: The next speaker ig
Mz. Mike Meconey, 8744 Nicholson Road, Caledonta.

MR, MCONEY: That's correct, sir. First
I want to commend the regional planning commission
for a very thorcough study and what I also feel is
a very excellent presentation of gtudy. I
atrongly endorge the reccommendation that you'wve
documented which is medium level commuter zail
Metra extension. I think the corrideor in question
here is a perfect opportunity for rail
development. I'm glad that it's caming about. I
believe that Metra is a very good operator, and I
point out that my judgment is that Metra alsc
underatands the marketing of services and the
branding of servicea as I've observed in Chicage,
and that is extremely valuable in making foracasts
work and making ridership work.

I believe that the ridership forecast,
the revenue forecast is very conservative here and
that implementation will see a larger ridership
and a larger revenue base. I believe that the
potential economic impact from this is, 4if

anything, understated and very significant, and

28
finally T urge very prompt implementatien of the
recommendation that you've made, Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Mooney, for
your comments. No. 12 3lip was nobt handed in.
Somecgne has taken it out. If they wish to speak,
get it to Otto or Ms. Martinsek. Tf anybody has
now thought of something, they want to speak, they
should raise their hand, and we'll get you a form.
Stats Representative John Richards apparently just
came in. There he is back there. Welcome, IE we
misged any other elected officials, you ghould
check with Krig also, We Gidn't cateh the truatee
from Fox Point. The next scheduled speaker is
Richard Haase, H-A-A-5-E, if I've pronounced it
correctly, 2202 South 28th Street, Milwaukee,

ME. HAASE: Cloge enough.

MR, PATRIE: Is it Haase?

ME. HARASE: It's Haase. First of all,
let's see if I can actually get this pointed
towards me. All right. That sounds like it's
going te worxk. All right. Thank you for having
this hearing, and fortunately for your schedule, a
number of pecple have already mentioned a few of
the things I wanted te mention, so I may be able

to keep it within the three minutes, 2all right
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Things that I have not heard addressed so far
is -- First of all, I am in favor of the rail
option, primarily because busges for any kind of
long-distance commuting just don't seem to work.
Some people may be awavre that there is a
Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha bus service right now
provided by Wisconsin Coach Lines. And I believe
according to the numbers in your charts, it
carries something like 700 riders a day. For all
the traffic, if buses were -- And congestion we're
talking about. If buses were that desirabls a
commuter sclutien, I think there would be a lot
more people using the buses. There would be a lot
more buses ruaning. Consequently the highways and
streets downtown and everything would be a lot
more clout. The commuter rail is desired by
people in the c¢lties where it rung, Thig rcan be
geen by the fact that in many cases it actually
exceeds the initial prejectiong, 8¢ buses just are
not goilng to work, and ic's entirely proper not to
give them any more congideration for long range
planning.

The second igsue again, as was discussed
by cne other perscn, is accessibility to the

disabled and to the same extent poor people.

28
Currently even though there iz bus service right
now to Racine and Xenosha, it is almost completely
ugeless te those such as myself who are in a
wheslchair or on a scooter. The service rung
something like five or six trips a day. The
gervice -- I believe Wisconsin Coach Lines has one
bus that is handicapped accessible, which if you
let them know early enough, they will try and put
on the run you want to take. You have no
flexibility. You have to plan a trip several days
in advance. With commuter rail which is
handicapped accessible, I've seen the service in
Chicage and it is. Just like anyone elge, I can
decide, hey, T want to go to Kenosha for dinner.
Hey, I'm going to take a job in Racine. Whatever
the case is, I will be able to board whatever
service I want to as will many other people.

Same gitvation would apply to low-incoms
people. While there ig a limited number of bus
service to Racine and Kenosha, there is acthing
compared -- It again does not meet the flexibilicy
for people who need to take jobs or to travel for
any other purposes to that area. Commuter rail
will solve that problenm or will lead -- go a

gubstantial way in solving that problem.
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The third point again ie that this scems
to be, of the various commuter rail programs in
Milwaukee, this seems to be the easiest one and
the one that could be quickly implemented, I
think, as others have stated, once this program is
put in, if it is, people will see the advantages,
We will have a better chance of getting cormuter
rail =service to the western suburba, the
northwestern suburbs, Oconomowoc, West Bend, such
as that, and it will do a very good service
towards getting people out of their cars, perhaps
gven taking encugh pressure off the highways that
we won't have to bulldoze half of the cities and
older suburbs to widen our freeways to eight or
ten lanes, which is a very good thipg. This is a
good system, It should ke put in as soon as
poasible, and the Racine, Kenosha commuter service
is the way te start it. Let's stop talking.

Let's do it.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Haase, We
appreciate your comments tonight. The next
scheduled speaker is Dick Oldenburg, campus
plamner, UW-Parkside, Kenosha, Wisconsin.

MR. OLDEWBURG: Thank you. Dick

Olderburg, campus planner, UW-Parkside. That's
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correct, We had a representative whe spoke at the
hearing last evening down at our home turf, if you
will. We're at the other end of the line from
Milwaukee, but Parkside would like to say again,
as we did last evening, we're in favor af the
praoposal and preliminary recommendations of the
Advisory Committee, and a couple comments T want
to mention cn my time here.

For thoge of you who aren't familiar,
UW-Parkside iz cne of the 13 four-year
comprehengive campuses in the UW system that
offers undergraduate and graduate degree programa
It wag foundad in 1968, and it's slogan is
southeastern Wisconasin's Univeraity of
Opportunicy. Its migsion has always been regicnal
in nature. Its location, bagically betwsen
Kencsha and Racine counties and northeastern rural
area of Kenosha county, is meant to provide
services and educational opportunity for residents
of hoth counties as well as for other residents
from the Chicageo, Milwankee corridor. {(urrently
more than 510¢ students attend Parkside, another
thousand or so faculty, staff and administrators
supply educational support serviceg to the campus

The master plan for the campus as originally

30
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developed has an academic core area of about 20
acres in the cencral part of campus. It's
primarily wonded and cpen space, but that's the
main academic and administrative huildings.
Qutside this inner core are all the support
services, the student housing, the Parkside union
the physical plant facilities and some
adminiatrative facilities and so forth. Aand ag
part of that outer core is a series of [ive very
large parking lots that accommedate the 6,000 or
so people that c¢oma on a daily or weekly basis to
the campus. The campus itself cperates a shuttle
bus that continucusly makes a Loop around the
campus getting people from their parking lots to
the main academic buildings.

In addition to that, because of its
focus on the region, Parkside also coffers a seriesg
of public events. It considers itself a gathering
rlace fopr the area, whether it'a film series,
lacture series, hosting camps or training sessions
for husiness and other community groups. Busineas
groups have events there. Trade shows are handled
there. The largest event i3 the annual Kenosha,
Racine husiness expo, which over a two or

three-day period attracts thousands of pecple from
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the adjoining counties. The student body of
Parkside extends from the north side of Chirage to
the south side of Milwaukee. About 75 percent of
the faculty, staff and students reside in that
area, and even discounting the 700 or so students
that live on campus who, for the most part, have
vehicles themselves, because Parkside is kind of
in the country. The amount of people both going
te Parkside and coming from Parkside on a daily or
weekly basis is prercty substantial, and I would
gubmit to the committee that Parkside, in addition
te Mitcehall Field and downtown Milwaukee is one of
the larger trip generators in the region. One of
the proposed commuter rail staticns is about a
mile away from Parkeide's campus in the town of
Scmmers. That location alsc happens to be about a
half mile away from Carthage College, one of our
sister folks in the area, and about two milea away
from the main campus of Gareway Technical College.

MR, KOQRB: Ten seconds.

MR. OLDENBURG: Okay. I would suggeat
that the grcup consider a shurtle to connsct those
three institutiona te the commuter rail station
and Sommers as well., Again, to summarize,

UW-Parkgide is in favor of the proposal. We would

iz
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actually like to see a little increased service
for evening hours, Thank you.

MR, PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Oldenburg,
for your comments thig evening. Next scheduled
speaker is Rosemary Wehnes, hope I pronounced it
correctly, 7922 Jackson Park, Wauwatosa.

MS. WEHNES: Thank you very much.

MR. PATRIE: Did I pronounce it
correctly?

ME8. WEHNES: Yes. That ia correct. The
John Muir chapter of the Sierra Club supports the
Kenosha-Racine Milwaukee commuber train service.
It will provide a fast, modern, comfortable and
affordable travel option using existing
right-of-way. Rail gives people a fast and easy
alternative to congested highway travel. Rail is
lesa subject to weather and construction delays.
T¢ will be an accessible and practical alternative
for commuting with 362,000 jobs and 540,000
regidents projected within three miles of propoased
stationg. Three cut of Wisconain'g five largest
cities are on the XKRM route. It will cut down on
traffic growth by offering more trangportation
options, Studies have shown that providing more

lanes of traffic dose not solve the congestion
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problem. It will ¢ut air pollution. Most train
ridership will be diverted from autos which cause
75 percent of the hazardous air pollution in
Wisconsin. It will be accessible to people with
strollers and bicycles as well as thase with
digabilities or those that don't own a car. It
will reduce sprawl by directing future development
to existing comwunities around transit stops. And
by the way, the Sierra Club alsoc supports stronger
smart growth law to help control develapment. It
will bs a more sconomical infrastructure
investment than creating wider highways. Public
investment and rail infrastructure provides
support to roadways, alrports and ports.

The advantages of commuter trains owver
bus gservice include preservaticn of the rail
corridor for the future, oprimizing
ctransit-oriented development by using
underutilized rail corridor that increases acceas
peints, providing transportaticn cheoices that are
off road which ig a gafer alternative and less
weather sensitive and maximizing the use of
fedaral programs.

In addition, we support consideration of

providing more than the geven daily trips so ugers
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have more flexible schedules to choose from. We
alsc would suggest provision of electrical ports
for computer use, should be included,
accormmodatring bicyrles, Handicapped accessibility
should be well designed, provide sufficienc
conpecting shuttle bus service from stations to
workplaces that are not within walking distance,
and finally include the KRM commuter rail project
as part of a multi-medal trangportation plan for
scutheast Wiscorsin to maximize the potential for
implementation, S0 we support the KRM commuter
rail project to reduce traffic, polluticm and
sprawl and to provide a healthier environment and
more choices for our families. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank yvou, Ms. Wehnes, for
your comment this evening. The next speaker is
going to be moved up. Apparently he has a train
to catch. Since that's the whole purpose of thisg
public hearing, Mr, Rlan Schmitt, 5217 West
Burtell Avenue (phonetic) Chicage, Illinois.

MR. SCHMITT: Still my routes are in
Wigscensin., I just wanted to say real quickly, and
thank you for moving me ahead, it makes so much
sense to better comnsct all these cities on the

corrider here, and it just seems that rail has a

3e

much better ability to attract a lot of riders
than even really good bus service does. When I
look at the kind of development around so many
Metra stations in the Chicago area, it is just
phenomenal how that has been developing in recent
years. It's just really excellent to gee.

2nd I know the gentleman from the Sierra
Club mentioned the issue of sprawl. I think
anything we can do that can help reduce the way so
many of our open landa are just being used up in
such inefficient ways makes so much sense, and I
think that all fits with the smart growth that ome
of the women was speaking of sarlier. And alao,
when I've looked at some of these rail
developnents in other areas, it always seems that
the actual ridership turns out to ke a good deal
more than what these studies show, so I think we
can be confident that the respense will be very
strong to this service. I'm really glad to see
this may be moving ahead, and I think I can speak
for a lot of people in the Chicago area, that we
teo would like to see this comnect all of us
together. Thank you very much.

MR, PATRIE: Thank you for your

comments, Mr. Schmitt. Next apeaker, No. 16,

A-23
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1 Larisa DeZayas, Bureau for the Blind, 1741 South

2 55th Street, West Milwackes, Wisconsin. How did T
3 do?

4 MS, DEZAYAS: DeZayas.

= MR. PATRIE: DeZayas. Okay.

6 MS. DEZAYAS: I'm geing to try to keep

9 thig real brief. I'm here pretty much with my own
8 experience to speak from, and I'm going tc

g represent four different perspectives, I come as
iQ a mother. I have two little kide, ages two and
11 four, and I'm alsc an orientation and mobility
12 specialist which means that I teach people who are
12 blind how to travel using a white cape, That
14 includes indeor and outdoor travel, taking
15 transit, that sort of thing. I'm also & former
18 student, a poor student for awhile, didn't have a
17 car, and I've alsoc been a tourist.
18 Let's start with being a mom. Just
19 recently I took a Grevhound bus to visit my
20 family, s¢ I took the Greyhound bus. The train
21 was teo expensive, and I'11 tell you, the bus is
22 like the wild west. It's something else. BAnd
22 having had the experience of living in the city of
24 Toronto and using the rail there, I really much
25 L prefer using that gystem, and it's more

33

1 predictable. There are more places to board, 8o

z you don't have 80 many people cramming intc one

3 spot. And the train is more acgesaible, not just
4 for pecple with disabilities but for people who

5 have ¢hildren.

3 And as an orientation mobility

7 specialist, I'm going to say, of course, for

8 pecple who are blind, just like anybody who

k| doesn't drive, uding the train will be an option
10 t¢ help them get to their jobe and wisit their
11 families much more eagily than weing a bus. Well,
12 the bus can be okay, but definitely the rail is a
13 better option. Por one thing, with the stops

14 being at fixed locations, it's easier to ensurs

15 % that those stops are accessible to people who are
16 . visually impaired. I also want to encourage you
17 guys to make sure that the rail is accessible to
18 people who are visually impaired in the many ways
19 that that can be done. I'm not going to ga into
20 that here.
21 22 a former student, I used to go to
2z school two clries outside of where I lived in
23 Torento, and I used to take the train every day to
24 : the scheol, and it was nice. T got to atudy. I
25 didn't have to worry about traffic, and that's all

A-24

10

11

1z

12

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

11l

12

13

l4

135

16

17

R}

19

20

21

22

23

24

25 ¢

I'm going to say about that.

And as a teourist, having been a tourist
in Eurcpe, being in Poland for two months, I got
all over the country using the traing, and it took
me to all kinds of great cities, and it was just
fabulous to be able to be on the train and meet
people and not have co worry about sitting on the
hot, sweaty bus, and you can move around more
freely, which is very nice, so that's basically
it. Thank you wvery much for your time.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Ms. DeZayasg. I
appreciate your time. The next scheduled speaker
is Saandy Folaror, Vliet Street Businegs
Association, 5050 West Vliet Street, Milwaukee.

MS. FOLAROR: Thank you. OQur business
association conaists of 47 different businesses,
We wholeheartedly support the expanzion of this
proposed Metra link, We feel it's a wonderful
example of the type of transportation that SEWRPC
needs to expeditiously implement and further
develop. What is there not te like about this?
And T guess I could just say dicco and sit down
because averycne has pretty much covered all the
positive, but scme of the things in a nutshell, it

would ke fiscally respongible., It's

19

enviponmentally friendly. It gerves businesses
and labor force alike, and it stimulates a
commerce between the cities.

One of the suggestions that I and the
Business Association feel strongly about is
marketing this. Sc many things kind of get lost
in the shuffle because they're not properly
marketed, The trolley might be a good example of
that. But we really need to take this system,
make sure the information gets out to the public
that there is media support for this, ko maks this
accasgible and this information readily available
for peocple, because without the information,
they're not geing to use it. We hope that this
proposal moves along fast and proves to be so
wildly successful that there will be additional
talk and open forums like this one to talk about
additional spurs that could be implemented,
whether thay're north or specifically through the
Menomonee River Valley. That's it. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Ms. Folaror.
The next scheduled speaker ts Timothy Halkowski,
2768 South Griffin Avenus, Milwaukee.

MR. HALKOWSKY: I'll ke real brief. The

only thing T want to add to all of the excellent

40
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things the folks have already said in favor of the
rail alternative, which I'm algo in favor of, one
thing T want tc add is that this is also a public
health issue. Every time we expand the width of
freeways, we are expanding and increasing in a
very gtrong way the number of folks who are
adnitted in emergency rooms and who have to make
urgent care visits becaunse of asthma
exacerbations. In that sense, you can think of
agthma and the cost that we all pay in termg of
che lack of adequate health care in this country
actually. I can think of the asthma costs that
we're all paying actually as transportatbion costs.
Econcmists call those externalized transportation
costs. And for that reason, if for no other
reascn, I think it would be very wise for this
proposal to move forward and move forward quickly.
Thanks .

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Halkowski.
I appraciate your comments tonight. The next
scheduled speaker is Ms. Sandy Miles, M-I-L-E-8,
13114 West Forest Drive, New Berlin.

MS. MILES: Hello. Thanks for holding
the hearing. This is a great idea. It's really

exciting, and I can't wait for it to start, and

az

I'1l be riding it. Even though I'm lucky and I
only have a two-mile commute, ¥'ll be taking more
trips to Chicago to the art musesum, and it won't
cost me $40 like Amtrak. That will be really
nice. Anyway, trains are really a great way to
travel, and the gentleman before me mentioned this
public healch issue. I had scwmething to say on
that beyond the obvious like air pollution aad
land use, and that is this morning when I was
thinking about coming here, the Journal on-line
just happened to have something about how traffic
fatalities have geone up. And, you know, & lot of
people are terrified of flying because a couple
hundred pecple get killed in a plane crash, one
plane crash, and yes, that's a tragedy. However,
Wigconsin alone, in 2002, 805 people were killed
in traffic crashes. That's up 5 percent from the
vear before. And yet everybody drives, and people
don't seem to be afraid of driving, but they're
afraid te get on a plane, so let's also think
about less highway traffic. Hopefully we'll also
save lives there. Thanks a lot.

MS. MILES: Thank you, Ma. Miles, for
your comments tonight. The next scheduled speaker

is Jim Carpenter, Green Party, 1633 North
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Progpect, No. 8¢, Milwaukee, Wisconain.

MR. CARPENTER: On bebalf of the Green
Party, I would like to thaok the Regiocnal Planning
Commission and the Advisory Committee for
recommending commuter rail. I know it's going to
take State legislation to implement commuter rail,
and I would love to be elected this Tueaday on the
special electicn on being your next state Senabor
and to help imclement the commuter rail.

I'd algo like to thank the Advisory
Cormittes for noting the positive impacts of
commuter rail on land uge, sconomic development,
and the quality of life, and thank you for
recommending that no local share be reguired to
build and operate a commuter rail. Commuter raiil
acts like an interatate, and it should be funded
like an intergtate with no local share. And T
believe the federal government should contribute
the major cost of building commuter rail. If we
can find billicna of dollars to bomb and rebuild
other countrieg, I think we can find maoney to
build commiter rail. »And if we become less
dependant on automobiles and oil imports, maybe
wa'll have one lasd reason for starting war

Finally, I'd like to reinforce your

44
observation that commuter rail attracts auto
drivers. I uged teo ride a commuter rail when I
lived in the Chicago area, and believe me, the
people were on the commuter rail not because they
didn't have a car but because they preferred to
take commuter rail over driving the car, and I
know that one of the greatest attractions of the
commuter rail is to attract new people to transit.

Finally, I'd like to say something on
the timing of the commuter rail. My hope would be
that commuter rail could ke implemented before the
interstate is rebuilt, not just from Chicago to
Milwaukese but from Milwaukee to the wegtern
suburbs and to the northern suburbs. Some
commuter rail systems in other parts of the
country got off to a great start because they
served as an alternative during highway
reconatruction. Lanes closed on the expressway
will be the best marketing device for commuter
rail. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank yeu, Mr. Carpenter.
The next scheduled speazker is Paul Bloyd, 1633
North Pregpect, Milwaukee. Is there a Mr., looks
like it's Paul Bloyd, B-L-0-Y-D.

PUBLIC: He left.
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1 MR. PATRIE: He had the opportunity. We
2 didn't get numbers 23 and 24 back if gomebody has
3 them. If anybody elae would like to speak, raise
4 vour hand, and we can get you a card, otherwise,

S we're down to our laat scheduled speaker. And

[ that is Ryan VanDenElzen, I hope I said that

7 right, 2821 East Belleview Place, Milwaukee.

8 MR. VANDENELZEN: Very good on the Dutch
9 name, Thank you. I think everybody here has had
10 the benefits of commuter rail, and [ alsc am for
11 it, but I'm skeptical of the funding gources. My
1z cencern ig that we're saying there's not going to
13 be a local share and we're relying heavily on

14 grants that haven't been secured yet and funding
15 from the gtate, who we all know the budget ign't
18 exactly in good condition right now, so I guess my
17 only ceneern ig that we're already cvertaxed in

18 % the city of Milwaukes, and I'm surs that residents
14 of Racine and Kenosha fezl the same way, that if
20 wa're going to do this, we talk about all the
21 bengfits it's going to bring te the community, but
22 there has te be some kind of way to capture some
23 of those economic benefits and turn it back into
24 the system so that we're not looking to the local
28 communities, we're not constantly relying on
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1 grants from the federal government or funding from
z the state that may or may nct be there in the

3 future. We're looking at an average estimate of

4 $20 milliom operating expenses per yesar. Compared
5 to highway expansion, that might not be high, but
& : highways are gtill going to be expanded, and they
7! still need to be expanded, so we're not going to

8 draw significant amounts of money away from that.
9 Sa I guess @y only concern about this would be
¢ finding appropriate funding scurcesa, securing
1L those sources, and convincing the communities,
12 including myself, that we're not going te be hit
13 harder on cur taxes in order to achieve this.
14 Thank you.
15 MR. PATRIE: Thank you for your comments
16 thig evening. We have no more cards that have

17 been filled cut, so the first opportunity to come
18 £o the microphone and gpeak would be for anybody
ke who hagn't spoken or had the opportunity to voice
20 their comments tonight, and we'll give it a second
21 or two here for someone to stand or raise thelr
22 hand if they want te espeak. If not, if someone

23 feels in their first three minutes that they
24 didn't get te all the points they want covered, if
28 they could ralge their hand? Seeing no cne coming
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te the microphone, I want te thank the consultant
staff for their work here tonight and the SEWRPC
staff, There have been a number of members of the
Advisory Committes that were here. Mr. Deter
Beitzel was here. T think he left. If I missed
anybody on the Adviscry Committee, I apelogize in
advance. BAnd I guess with that, the public
hearing ig closed, and thanks, Jodi Tyley, for
being the gtenographer here tonight. Thanks
everybody for coming.

(Proceedings concluded at 7:18 p.m.)
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
) 55:
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE

I, JODI L. TYLEY, a Reglatersd
Professional Reporter and Notary Pupblic in and for the
State of Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the above
transcript was recorded by me on the 24th day of April,
2002, and reduced to writing under my personal
direction.

I further certify that I am not a
relative or employee or attorney or coungel of aay of
the parties, or a rslative or employee of such attorney
or counsel, or financially interested directly or
indirectly in this action.

In witness whereof I have hereunder get
my hand and affixed my seal of office at Milwaukes

Wisconsin, this 12th day of May, 2003.

Notary Public
In and for the State of Wiscengin

My Commission Expires: October 1, 2006.
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Appendix A-3

TRANSCRIPT AND ATTENDANCE RECORD,
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING AND HEARING,
GATEWAY TECHNICAL COLLEGE, CITY OF RACINE, APRIL 30, 2003

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.

WISE RIDE
KENOSHA=RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR STUDY OF COMMUTER RALL AND SUS SERVIGE
Taken At:
Gateway Technical College
1001 South Main Streer
Bacine, Wisconsin
wegnesday,
April 30, 2003
Bofore:

vennifer L. Schmaling, R.P.R., C.R.W.

ATPEARRRNCES

Mr. Kenneth R. Yunker, PE, Assistant pirectoer,
Seutheasterr Wisconsin Regicnal Planning Commiszsicon.
Mr. Gary Kork, Regiomal Planming Bducator, UM-EXtension
working with Santheastern Wisconsin Regional Blanning

Cemmission.
Mr. Frederick J. Patrie, Director of Public Werks,
County of Xenosha.

312 East Wlacansin Avanue
Sukta 508
Mitwaukee, W) 53202
PHONE, (413 227953
FAX: {414) 4345635

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS.

MR. PATRIE: Mayor of the Clty of Racine,
Mr, Gary Becker, the Eonorable Gary Becker.

{Applauge. )

MAYOR BECKER: Thank you. Thank you all
for coming tonight. Mest of the pecple I would
guesg that are in this room are excited about chis
project and what it means for not just our
immediate community of Racine but for the region as
a whole and the type of énergy and excitement it
©an bring to the area. So basieally, I just wanted
to welcoms everyone here tonight. Thank you for
your interest and your support, and certainly thank
21l the staff from SEWRPC and from Transit now for
all the work they've done for years on this
project. And it seems like we're getting closer,
but we certainly aren't there, so it's vo time for
anyong to relax and think this is a done deal, and
that's why it's so important to get all the
comments and to get everybady out here tonight. So
again, thank you all for coming, arnd stay with it.

{applausa.)

ME. PATRIE: Thank you, Mayor Becker.

Por those of you who don't know who I am, I'm Fred

Patrie. I'm the Director of Public Works for
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Kenosha County, your neighbor to the south, And
I've had the privilege of gerving as the chairman
of the Advisory Committee for the Feasikbilicy Study
and for thiz Alternatives Analyeis Study that
you're going to see presented tonight. Anocther
person that has asked Lo greet you here tonighe,
and I'm delighted to do thisg hecause he happens ko
be my bosg, is Alan Kekl who's the county executive
of Kenosha County. Mr. County Executive.

MR. KEHL: Thank you, Fred. I'm
delighted to be here, and I've never been able to
diatinguish the difference between Racine and
Kenosha. I think we'wve been that close., We share
the same dilemwasz, the same issues, the same
concerns. And one of those, I feel, ad we move the
tri-county area furtker inte economic development,
we already have it, but T understand the importance
of it and the connection to Chizage and ocur young
pecple, our professionals, who are -- and small
businesses who are saying, "We absolutely need
commuter rail." We understand it. We support it.
I'm asking for your suppert this evening and the
wealth that it will bring to our communities as a
result. Aok for objectivity as it relates to where

we take this. And we as govermment officials once

you determine where this needs to be, we'll try to
move that agenda forward if it's in a posikbive
vane. And I trust your judgment, and I tell you
this sincerely that if economic development and
where our communities will continue to grow, we aee
this a8 an imporrtant elesment. And thanks very much
for the cpportunity to make thoss comments, and go
Rarine.

(Applause. |

MR. PATRIE; Thank you, Mr. Executive.
On behalf of the recently-elected County Exscutive
MacReynolds and the County Heard supervisors of
Racine County, welccme tonight. County Executive
MacReynolds could nct be here. He had a prsvious
commitment. Also, Dr. Sam Horden, who is the
president of Gateway Technical College, for
offering their facilities tonight, we greatly
appreciate thakt.

Ba I indicated, my rame is Fred Patrie,
and my job tonight is to conduct the publie hearing
on the commuter rail for the
¥enosha-Racine-Milwaukee area. Before we start
with the presentation, I'd like to just take a few
minutes of your time to tay out the ground rules

we've uded for the other public hearings. This ie

A-29



19Q

11

1z

13

14

15

1€

17

18

19

a0

21

22

23

24

25

the third in a series of four public hearings that
are being held on this iasue. The format tonight
igs that of an overview of an open housa which we've
had the opportunity to look at display boards, ask
questions of the technical staff, and they will
remain after the public hearing saction in case you
have additional guestions that are raised by other
people's commenta or by the presentation.

As you entered the room here tonight, you
had the opportunity te £ill out a speaker
registration form, and it indicated you had a
desire to be heard. If anybody needs a form at
thias time, pleage raise your hand, and somecns from
the SEWRPC staff will make sure you get a form so
you can f£ill it out and yon can speak thig evening.
Sume people do not like gpeaking in public and
would prefer to either send their remarks in
written format or e-mail format, and those are
available, and those are on your Wise Ride
pamphlet. Tf you don't have one of thege, you can
get one of these as you leave. Your comments will
be received until May 16, sc you do have time after
this evening to submit written comments.

The statements will be documented and are

going to be recorded and will be presented to the
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Advigory Committee that is gutding the conduct of
this study. T see a few people on the Advisory
Commitrtee that are in the audience. If you are on
the Adviscry Committes, c¢an you raise your hand so
I can recognize you? Ms, Greenfield, Mr. Lampark,
Anyone else? Bnd thesge pecple, like myself, serve
without any additional pay or compensation.
Scmetimes the meetings have besn very intereeting,
right, Advisory Committee?

It is now time for -- to go to the gecond
phase of tonight. The £irst part was the open
house, The sscond is a presentation, and that will
be conducted by Mr, Ken Yunker of the Regional
Planning Commission staff, After that preaentaticn
will follow the public¢ hearing, and we will have a
few things to say abour that when that time arises.
Sao T'll turn it over to Mr. Yunker.

{PowerPoint presentation by Mr. Yunker.)

MR. PATRIE: Tt is now time to raceive
your comments, the public commentg., As Mr. Yunker
indicated, the purpose of the public hearing is not
te be a guestion-and-answer gession and not
necessarily a debate but to hear and record your
comments. We have Jennifer Schmaling who is the

transcriptionist who will be taking down your
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commentg. That's her job this evening. You can
help her out this evening by having just one person
speak at a time and extend the courtesy that you
would like extended to you when you speak, and that
is have others just listen. You will be given an
opportunity toc speak. My job as chairing a publie
hearing is threefold: to keep it moving, ta keep
it relevant, and to give everyone the opportunity
to be heard. You can help me by doing that tonight
by also listening to the comments that everyone
else has.

We ask that you keep your comments to
ahout three minutes. We want everyone to have an
oppertunity to aspsak. If vou have not had adeguate
time in your opinion in thres minutes or so, time
permitting we'll come hack and let everyone who
wants to speak speak again. In order to come to
the microphone and speak, I'1l call your name and
your addregs when you come to the microphone. If
you would, please, correct me if I've migpronounced
your name oX haven't given the right address. That
will be taken down for the record. You also have
until May L6 to provide your comment® in writing.
And again, I'll point out that the e-mail addregs

ig in the Wise Ride newsletter as is the mailing

address for the Regional Planning Commission.

Mr. Korb, who will ke sitting ac the head
table, will keep a time clock. So we'll try and
keep it as close te three miputes as we can. Those
of you who have come in during the presentation or
have come in late, if you wish to speak tonight
please raise your hand if you have not filled out
one of the gpeaker forms. And we've got Chris or
Patrick or Otto, Someone from the SEWRPC ataff
will get you a form sc you can be added to the
list, Yes. If you would like to come to the
front, there are geats here that could be used.

The first form for a speaker tonight is
William Perez, president and CEQ of 3.C. Johneon,
1525 Howe Street, Racine, Wisconsin. RAs Mr, FPerez
comes down, the next -- second speaker is John
Xelley Magee, 224 Washington Avenue -- 2214
Washington Avenue, apartment 14, sc if Mr. Magee
wants to begin meving towards the microphone.

Mr. Perez, the microphons and the podium are yours,

MR. PEREZ: Thank vou to the Scoutheastern
Wizconsin Regional Planning Commission and Study
Advisory Committee Chajirman Fred Patrie for holding

this hearing. We think it's very important. I
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want te thank you for allewing me to epeak Eirst
tonight. I appreciate that. We think that

extending commuter rail from Kenogha te Racine to

Milwaukee is good for busines We think it's good
for our envirenment, and we think it's good for the
growth and development of the communities of this
region. We think the train will provide
transportation access for people who live, work, or
visit thig region. So gpeaking on behalf of all
the Johnson bueinesses and I might add two 21-year
Racine residents, my wife and I, we fully support
the care and proposal for a number of reasons.

First of all, we think it's good for our
Johngon businesses and other employers in this
region. At the Johnson companies, we congider
ourselves world-class employers. We want to
attract a bright, motivated, and diverse workforce.
We encourage cutr employees to congider living in
Racine, and many of cur employees are dual-income
families. And cheir apouses and family members who
don't work or study in Racine need convenisnt ways
to get to jobs and schools from Milwaukes to
Chicago. Our 4,000 employees and their families in
the Johngon enterprises need transportation

alternacivee available to them.

10

Second, KRM is good for the environment.
Commuter rail can move large numbers of people
resulting in fewer cars on the road. XKRM can
reduce air pollution and contaminated run-off from
cars in addition to reducing traffic congestion.
Traffic congestion may not be a criges now, but in
2010 or 2015 we are going to be congratulating
ourselves and our elected officials if we act now
and get this commuter rall infrastructure in place
between Kenosha and Milwaukee.

Third, it's good for Racine and all of
the other communities from Chicago to Milwaukes.
KR would provide convenient options for people to
get to work throughout the region. And eBince
Racine has the highest unemployment rate in the
state, we need ways for cur citizens to get jobs in
other communities. Algo, studies show increaged
economic growth in communities where there's
commuter rail. Here in Racine, the downtown
redevelopment would be advanced by ERM. With eaasy
access to Racine, I'm certain we can attract more
tourists and residents from Chicago and Milwaukes.
Think about the Art Museum, the ferry to Michigan,
the harbor, the downtown rebirth. We have a great

commumity to offer to other people. And more
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people visiting Racine will help our restaurants
our shops, our hotels, and maybe aven the local
real estate market, KRM already has the gupport of
a wide varlety of regional gtate businesses,
government, and comwunity leaders. In fact, more
than 100 organizationa are puhlically endoraing the
concept of KRM, and we have to keep this momentum
going.

In closing T not only fully support this
proposal, I encourage the Commission to look at a
higher level of service than currently recommended,
Just imagine if residents from Milwaukee to Chicago
can move by train after spending the evening
working, attending a sporting event, or finishing a
night class. Providing transportation options is
what we need. It's my hope that as a comwnity and
a3 a region we kaep KRM on track to emsure that our
region reaps the economic, sccial, and
envirconmental benefits for generations to come.
Thank you,

MR. PATRIE: Thank you for your comments
Mr. Perez. The next speaker is John Kelley Magse
followed by Mr. Cwen Davis

ME. MAGEE: Thank you, very much. I'm

concerned about this Mstra service because I need a

12
train to get to Milwaukee, and I need a train to
get to Waukegan and Chicago and Great Lakes,
Illinois. Right new they have no commuter gervice
between Milwaukee and Waukesha since 1971. About
32 years age the last train has been operating. So
right now you either drive a car, ride the buses,
and I've been driving a car back and forth from
here to Milwaukee at leasc four timea a day and
about four times a week. Park the car every other
day and walk over there in Milwaukee and Racine
area, and right now T need a commuter service to
get to Milwackes, not to ba ruined by parking cars
and a parking lot fee and everything, Wes're not
exactly here in the future. I need a train gervics
tc get to Milwaukee and Kenosha, Waukegan, Great
Lakes, and Chicage so I can go to any activity,
Summerfest, take a Park and Ride and Winterfeat,
all other activities geing on. Thank you wvery
much.

MR. PATRIE: Thank vou, Mr. Magee, for
your comments this evening. The next apsakar is
Mr. Owen Davies followed by Mr. Gordy Kacala.

Mr. Davies lives at 14628 Deane Boulevard, Racine,
Wigconsin.

MR. DAVIES: Thanks very much for the
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1 opportunity to gay a few words tonight. I wanc to
z talk about this saying thank vou to the many people
3 who have worked many hours and many weeks, many
2 months, and many years to come Lo the point we are
5 tonight, You seen the caliber of people tonight.
& You geen them present the program. That's the kind
7 of psople that have been working on this program
g for all these years. 1 can remember when I first
El hecame elected to city governmsent, Les Aspen was
10 the congregsman. He was working then in the '70s
1 and the '80s trying to get commuter service, so it
12 haan't been a short trip. But he never gave up,
13 and he kept working. 2nd I became mayor in '94
14 when we were working with the DOT trying to get
15 service going in '95. We had the first committee
1& and performed the feasibility studies to the citiles
17 and countiea. Both Racine, Kenaosha, and Milwaukee
18 paid the 20 percent, and the state paid the other
12 80 percent to conduct the atudy. wWe feel as
20 i citizens we travel between Racine, we go up to
21 Cudahy, St. Francig. South Milwaukee, Oak Creek,
2z Caledonia, and Kenosha. When we first started
23 doing that in the mid '90s, scmetimes we'd say,
24 "Oh, that's fine. We'll let you come in and talk
25 for a few minutes." But there wasn't too much
14
1 community support for it, only after more people
2 like the president of Johnsons Wax came on board
3 and many other indugtries and many other people
4 working hard in this community began to maks it
5 happen. It became a very positive move the last
[ few meetings I've attended. 1It's been overflowed.
? I remember early on scometimes there wasn't too many
8 peocple than there were people in the audience, so I
9 think we've come a long way. I just want to 83y
10 to, averyone, keep working hard. We're on second
11 base now. If we hit, it could get ue all the way
12 home. 8o it's up to all of us to keep working
13 hard. Thanke a lot.
14 MR. PATRIE: Thank you, former Mayor
15 Davies. HNext speaker is Gordon Xacala, Racine
18 County Economic Development Corperation, 4701
17 Washington Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin, followed by
18 John Barry Stutt.
19 MR. KACRLA: Mr, Patrie, members of the
20 Committes, members of the Southeast Wisconsin
21 Regional Flanning Commission, Racine County
22 Eceoncmic Development Corporation has supported the
23 Committee recommendation with regard to this
24 important transportation alternative. The March
25 2003 unemployment rate with Racine County was 8.7
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percent compared to &.5 percent for the state. The
city of Racine unemployment rate for the same
period is 13 percent. Bince 19%9, the
recently-completed Racine County Economic
Development Plan estimates that Racine County hae
leogt over 3,000 jobs, In 2002, the Racine County
Board of Diregctors and the Racine County Board
adopted the Economic Development Plan. The EDP
ingludes seven challenges that we must face in
order to realize a more sound economic future
including Racine County being the catalyst for the
realization of the Milwaukee-Chicago corridor. &
strategy in support of this challenge iz the
implementaticon of the cormuter rail extension as
being proposed here. Commuter rail is crucial to
the economic vitality of southeastern Wisconain.
The concept of corridor development 30 important to
cities across the U.S. requires the transportation
infrastructure. While I-34 coanects Chicago and
Milwaukee, it bypasses both the city of Racine and
the communities and suburbg to the east, Racine
County Economic Development Plan has endorsed the
importance of corridor development. The dynamics
of the regional workforce with large nuembers of

people living and working in different citieg

15

emphasized a direct benefit of a fully-realized
corridor to business and individuals throughout
Racine County. Recreational and cultural
cpportunities that provide linkages to Chicago and
Milwaukee are also of tremendous importance. &
commuter rail line can transform the communities
hetwsen Chicago and Milwaukee and become the
catalyst for an eccnomic and cultural renaissance.
The RCED commissicned the study of the potential
develcpment impact of commuter rail which we've
previously provided to you. While this study
focuses on the development potentials surrounding
cne station here in Racine, ir ig mindful of the
larger cpportunity agsoclated with the stations
hetween South Milwaukee and the Metra connection
south in Kenosha, including the proposed gecond
station in Racine County, the Caledonia station.
Economic benefit can occur in ways that can be
measured quantitatively such as tax revenue and
indirect ways that speak for the vitality of our
city and our region. The guantitative gcenarios
presented in this report make a compelling argument
that costa associated with the operating line can
be at least partially offset by incrsased

development. 1I'd like to echo Mayor Becker's

16
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comments as well as former Mayor Davies that we are
only at the sgtart peint with regard to this, and we
continue to ask for all of your help in making this
a reality. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Kacala. The
next speaker is John Barry Stutt, 4820 Alcyn Drive,
Racine, Wigconsin, fellowed by the honorable Dians
Lange, Racine County Board.

MR. STUTT: This proposal mekes Racine a
youth-friendly community place because of the train
system. Traing afford the ability to get around
for young workers whe can't afford a car. The
current population of the youth are facing a huge
debt when they come cubt of college. Often they go
ko big cities because that's an opportunity for
them to get a job and also Find a place for
entertainment .

I rise in support of this proposition ae
a former transpertation attorney, as a real estate
attorney, past Jaycee'a president, past Rotary
president, and current president elect of the
Racine Arts Council. You know, actually, the
interstate and our county when you go from the
north to the gouth actually wmoves away from Racine.

This gives our community an opportunity again to be

17

a place on the map for the youth. I ask you to
have a vision for the future. Do we expect to see
youth coming here because they lock at it as a
place where they are respected and that they have
an opportunity to do something beyond the
workplace? The baby bocmers went to work right
aftay golng to schonl., The youth of our new
generation look at where do we want to live firxaz?
Where are there things to do first? And then they
come and work, It's a different attitude.

I ask you to gupport this proposition
because it gives us an opportunity to have the
young minds with a bright education and the
brighter and better jobs. The government locka for
economic opportunity, and that comes with a strong
workforce that is highly educatad. The youth of
the furure are geoing to lock for a place where
there is entertainment, where there are amenitiee,
where there's cultures, where there's a variety of
things te do beyond the workplace. I ask you to
digregard the o1d notions that the Carman Autohonn
system is the wave of the future, although cur
American highway system was adopted through that
system. There were other paradymes such as the

Holland Train System in which there were
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opportunities for those without cars to get around
and also be respected, Thank you.

Mii. PATRIE: Thank you for your comments,
Mr. Stutt. Next speakey id the honorable Diane
Lange, Racine County Beard, 2308 Rutz Avenue,
Racine followed by Mr. Mike Mooney.

MS. LANGE: Well, thank you all of you
for being here and for the helpful information that
wad out in the hallway, as well as the preseatation
that Mr. Yunker did. My comments are going to be
in support of the need for the Metra rail expansion
project, and T believe that it is going to
definitely be better linking our community to the
Milwaukee-Chicago corridor. Racine County has been
engaged in implementing a very vigorous Economic
Development Plan. We belleve that it's going to be
energizing our whole aresa. This Metra expangion
project is critical, a critical component, of thia
plan. We have some very strong educational
buginess and community partners working with us
right now. We have a well-trained workforce that
is providing us with some of the intellectual
capital that we need to generate gome of the
inacvative ideas and ways of doing thinga.

Through the leadership of the Racine

20
County Eccnomic Development Corporation in which
Racine County government ig & strong partner, we
are working creatively to get out of just thinking
of curselves as a Racine County box. We are trying
to see the nesd to expand and to think about things
on a more regional way in order to grow our
economy. We want to strengthen our commecticns to
other educational, cultural, buginess, work-type
things going on in the area.

Lagt summer in June, our county board
received a briefing on the southeastern Wigcongin
regional freeway system reconstruction study, and
it was a preliminary recommended plan that was
developed and presented to us that night. This is
like a 270-mile freeway system that ig nearing its
end of irs service life, and it's going to be
requiring some kind of major reconstruction. Part
of that regional plan that was summarized by the
SEWRFC people called for us to figure out ways to
curtail sprawl and significantly expand public
transit. Even if we go forward with this light
rail or commuter rail, they're still predicting
increased congestion and freeway traffic velume,
The estimated cost for thig freeway reconstruction

was $6.25 billicn ower a 30-year period, and that's
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1 if we expand to two additional lanes in order to

2 aveld some of the congestion that's already

3 showing. If we just reconstruct and mest the

4 modern design standards with no additional lanes on
5 chat project, that total cost will only be reduced
6 by around 12 percent. Rear-end crashes are 5 to 15
7 times higher on congested freeway systema, =so I

8 believe that this Metra extension would be a part

9 of mixing our transportation plan to ke able ta
10 reduce some of that congestion,
11 Meanwhile, the American Lung Association
12 has given our county an F for air qualiry.
13 Increased auto congestion is one of the important
14 contributers of this. And as a public health
15 nurge, as well a8 being a county board supervisor,
14 I'm concerned about the health as well as the

17 financial impact of this. This poor air quality in
18 six counties in southeastern Wisconain and our

19 gevere Ozone nonattainment area, this is already
2q limicing some of the local businesses from
21 expanding or getting new businesses to relocate to
22 our area. Expanding public transit is a key task
23 that we must engage in if this is going to be
24 turned around.
25 Gur neighbor, the state of Illinols,

22

1 received about $450 millicn last year from the U.S.
2 government for rail support, Cur state of

3 Wigconsin needs to be more azggressive and go after
4 this money, and we need to be developing a rail

5 plan that is comprehensive. I think that if that

[ happens, our federal legislative officlals will

7 then be succesaful in getting Wiscensin a more failr
8 slice of that federal tax money, and it will help
£l ug to meet the transportation nseds in our region.
1¢ Getting the Metra rail expansion will help us

11 provide part of the infrascructure that we need to
12 retain and attract kbuginess to grow our economy and
13 Lo improve qur enviromnment. We have not failed to
14 plan, and wé don't plan to fail., Thank you for

15 your time.

16 MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Supervisor Lange,
17 for your comment. Next spsaker is Miks Mooney,

18 8744 Nicholson Read, Caledonia, followed by Mary

15 Beth Aldrich, Racine Houwsing and Neighborhood
20 Partnership. Mr. Mooney.

21 MR. MOONEY: Thank you. I first want ta
22 commend the Reglonal Planning Commisaion staff for
23 an exc¢ellent atudy and also an excellent

24 presentation of the study. The boards tell & very
25 qood story. I alse want to thank the Advisory

i
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Committee for what I sense is a lot of time that
they'wve put in on this and for their wisdom on
thig. I strongly endorse the recommendation that's
been put forth by the Regional Planning Commission.
I hope it moves ahead promptly. The corridor
Milwaukee-Racine-Kenosha-Chicago, is perfect for
this extension of the Metra and has enormous
potential. I believe the revenue forecasted that
has keen put forth is congservatlve and will be
exceeded very early in the implementation., I
believe that the economic impact potential that's
been alluded to is enormous, very significant
around the stations, BAnd finally, I urge very
prempt implementation of the recommendation I hope
you make to move ahead with this. Thank you.

ME. PATRIE: Thank you for your conments,
Mr. Mooney. Next speaker is Ms. Mary Beth Aldrich,
Racine Housing/Neighborhood Partnership, 718 North
Memorial, Racina, Wisconsin, followed by Roberto
Garza.

MS. ALDRICH: Good evening. On bshalf of
the investors I work with, I am here today to urge
you to extend the light rail from Kenosha to Racine
and Milwaukes. I work for the Racine

Housing/Neighborhood Partnership. Our ageacy doss

24
central city housing revitalization. Our mission
is to grow ilnto a targeted geographical area and
uge public and private partnarship dollars to
revitalize the housing in that area. My invesgtors
are the hone buyers and the homeowners in the
neighborheods adjacent to the exiating train
station. For the last four years, we've worked
southeast of the station in a neighborhood known as
the West Sixth Street area. And in January -- We,
by the way, bave had very strong results. And in
January of this year, we moved directly north to
the neighborhood that the train station is located
in, The average property value in this
neighborhood is less than $35,000. We need every
economic dsvelopment tool we can get to make our
work happen here. Our residents are committed to
deing it, and we're going to ask you to support us.
Our hoard of directors unanimously endorsed this
proposal last fall. OQur publiec and private
partners, including the City of Racine,
community-based organizations, and financial
institutions are strengly supporting this as well.
We urge you to extend this. Its impact from a
neighborhood level to a regional level cannot be

understated.
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MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Ms. Aldrich, for
your time. Wext speaker is Mr. Roberto Garza,
Hispanic Business & Professional Asscciation, B33
Lombard Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin, followed by
Ma. Mercedes Dzindzeleta. I think I proncunced it
-- tried to pronounce it right. Mr. Garza.

MR. GARZA: Thank you. I thank the
membery of the Scutheastern Wisconsin Regilonal
Planning Commisgion and Advisory Committee Eor chia
opportunity te present the following statement.
Sratement is prepared. I am a board member of the
Hiepanic Business & Professionals Associaticn,
Incorporated of Racine.

@ood evening. Thank you for coming here
and allowing us to contribute our inguiry om the
imporcance of the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukse commut=sr
rail. Governor Doyle wag hexe this past Friday and
had a great cross-repregentation of Racine County.
He used the analogy of the state's economy to the
injured eagle that was nursed and released back
into the wild. I would like to use that same
analogy to degcribe the econcmic status of our
minoricy community. However, the difference
between an eagle representing ths minority

community here and the one representing the state

26
is that while the one representing the state was
nurtured back to complete health, our eagle is only
nurctuzed with a Band-Aid, a Band-Aid which will
last for a brief moment and then fall off revealing
the injury that has been there all along.

The Racine minority community has one of
the highest unemployment rates in the state. The
Racine-Kenosha-Milwaukes commuter rail will provide
the rransportation oppertunities thst seriously
hinder ocur community when seeking employment some
place other than Racine. ¥han people have jobsg,
everybody wins. We view this as more than a
Band-Aid. It is a means to an end, an end that
will provide hope fox persons who will use it to go
te jobs, visit relatives, live in between the
Milwaukee-Chicago corridor. DPlease let us do
whatever needs to be done to see that this project
comes in to being, Respectively, Wally Vandons
{phonetic), president of the Hispanic Businessg &
Profegsionals Rssociation.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you for your comments,
Mr. Garza. Next speaker as I indicated is
Ms3. Mercedes Dzindzeleta.

M3, DZINDZELETA: Dzindzeleta.

MR. PATRIE: Dzindzeleta. I stand
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cdorrected. Thank you. The next speaker after
Ms. Dzindzeleta is Jeff Waller,

MS8. DEINDZELETA: Well, I'm glad to see
we're at this process, bur I think it's been taking
too long. I cgan remember for about five or gix
y2ars that the process was going, So I'd like to
see the process to begin on beginning the train,
not just studying it. The overstudy potential just
raises the cost and makes the process more
complicated. I have been listening, attending,
utilizing, and promoting mase transit for a long
time, and I use it guite a bit. And the costs just
keep gekting higher, and the reasons for it and
amaingt it just cycle arcund and around. The
alternatives do not give a true picture of
riderghip potential as many of the people have
mentioned. The maller covered it well by saying
that commuter rail was the hest alternative, yet it
did not include to my knowledge the coste for road
conatruction, parking, total environmental effects
of private passenger vshicles beyond the gridlock.

Mow some other thoughts. My reason for
using private passenger vehicle rathsr than car or
automobile is because so many pecple now drive

pick-ups, SUVs, vang instead of cars or

28
automobiles. They use more fuel and pollute more.
They alsc are heavier and provide more wear and
tear on the road surface, and that will be greater
upkeep of the reoads. They will also take up more
room on the road and in the parking lots, more
costs to purchase, and more costs to dispose of. I
know many claim that mass tranait might pay for its
own way. Since when did passenger vehicles,
private passenger venlcles, pay thelr own way?

This fallacy needs to be curtailed, Roads, parking
lotg, et cetera, are paid for by tax dollars and
subgidies, and let us not forget the junkyards and
landfills full of old vehicles and their other
wastes,

The primary gridlock I noticed is from
those opposed to sharing and utilizing this
experience, one that mass transic provides, some
relaxsed time Lo and from destinations. QOther major
cemmunities and the residents -- Other major
communities and the residents that urilize mass
transit have found that thig is a very relaxing way
to spend golng to and from work or to eventa. It's
better than having to fight the gridlock and then
get all worked up. The ridership will increase

greatesr than projected in the newslettar because
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1 many cannot afford a vehilcle, maintenance of a

2 vehicle, possible tolle, parking, insurance, and

3 whatever else is involwved in owning and using a

4 private passenger vehicle. Who ia dragging their

& heelg, delaying the start of th commuter rail

& rail extension? We need to rebuild and extend

7 commuter rail to all areas of the State, not just

8 to this area, but this is a start. Like once it

] was, we uged to be able to go anywhere by train.
10 A high level of aservice is what I
11 recommend, not a medium level. It will be jumped
1z to very quickly as some of our earlier speakers
13 menticrned to go to Chicage or Milwaukee, relaxing
14 in fun. ¥No longer do we have to worry about
15 parking everywhere else. How about using bus --

16 buges to begin with while we're walting for the

17 other dystem to begin and be developed? It would
18 be another way of starting the commuter aystem.

15 Forty yearg since we had commuter rail here. TIt's
20 too leng to wait. I c¢ertainly don't -- hope we
21 don't have bto wait another 40 years. TIt's good Eor
2z the community as a whole, not just for business

23 the quality of life, expanse.
24 MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Ma. Dzindzeleta,
25 for your comments this evening., Next speaker is
30

1 Mr. Jeff Waller, §.C. Johnaon, RCEDC, 1525 Howe

2 Street, Racine, followed by Ms. Susan Spring,

3 Mr. wWaller.

4 MR. WALLER; Good &vening. Thank you for
s the opportunity to comment tenight. I am an

& officer at 8.C. Johnson, and I am the chairman of

7 the Racine County Economic Development Corporation.
8 I came here tonight to aspeak in favor of the

b commuter rail plan. As Gordy Kacala already

10 peinted out, the Racine County Econcmic Development
11 Plan hag a challenge which is for Racine County to
12 be a catalyst fox the realization of the

13 Chicago-Milwankee corridor. That's important for
14 several reasons. We need to establish business,

15 cultural, educational, and workforce connections

16 between these communities that would be serviced by
17 the commuter rail.

18 T think there are four key benefits T

15 Jjust want to highlight. Ome, this will be an
20 effective, fast, pecple tramsporter, This is
21 especially important in the eastern regions of the
22 countiea that are included in the plan which have a
23 significant disconnection from I-94. Secondly, it
24 provides a foundation for future ecomomic
28 development near the train stations and the
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surrounding area which includes the critical
central citiea. Thirdly, it will improve the
gquality of life in the area which is key to
attracting professicnal talent to the region which
in turn attracis gocd companies tg the area. In
short, we want to make Racine a destination point
for professional talent and companies that chase
that talent. Fourthly, it provides attraction and
retention benefits for key employers in the area,
both large and small. I'd like to conclude by
commenting that some decigions are only for the
brave. This is one of them. Thank you,

MR. PATRIE: Thank you for your comments,
Mr. Waller, The next speaker iz Ms. Susan Spring,
Racine Chapter, 1,000 Friends of Wisconsin, 1137
Neuman, Racine, followsd by Mr, Quentin Rench.

MS. SPRING: Thank you for the
cpportunity to speak. Our local chapter of 1,000
Friends took on the issue of transportation when
commuter rail came into the forefront. We decided
it was time fox us to take a look at commuter rail
and the impact it would have on our community.
What became more and more clear with the mors we
learned, commuter rail is not just aboub getting

people to jobs or getting people to events.

31

Commuter rail has quality of life benefits, By
linking the communities from Milwaukee te Chicage,
it creates access and opportunity for numbers of
people. and it'a nob just transportation. It
provides the infrastructure that will truly help
revitalize our cities and our towns aleng the
lakefront.

Another important issue 1s that it will
help make our current cities better. Ir'll perfect
the places we live and help curtail some of the
expansive sprawl that is around, arising in our
county. We need to encourage sustainable
developnent, Commuter rail is critical to ensuring
the future and succegs of our communities, as well
ag helping te provide opportunity for cur family
and friends so they, too, will ke able to stay in
the area. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Ms. Spring, for
your commente tonight, The next speaker is
Mr. Querntin Repch, Racine Industries, 1405 1éth
Street, Racine, Wisconsin, followed by Mr, or
Ms. Rell Barrett. Mr. Rench.

MR. RENCH: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, In
the interest of time, I think the previcus speakers

have covered all strategic lssues, so I'd like to
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thank my previous speakers for doing such a good
job. 8o rather than waste the time and reiterate
some of thege points, I'd just like fo thank you
for your good work and add our gualified support to
the preoject. And as I said, they covered strategic
issues. Thank you very much.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Rench, for
your comments tonight. HNext speaker ls Mr. Rell
Barrett --

MR. BARRETT: Yes.

MR. PATRIE: -- followed by Mark
Eickhorst. Mr. Barrett's address ie 1424 Sheridan
Road, EKenosha. Mr. Barrett.

MR. BARRERETT: Good evening. Thank you
wvery much for the opportunity to speak here, A
tremengous amount of work on your part. As a
professicnal educator Eor 28 yeara, I know the work
that goes on behind the lines. Hidden costs, the
buses iocks very cheap to begin with, but I'm aware
of the Department of Tramsportation. A bus
licenge, a commuter bus like the Coach USA, pays
$10 for a five-year license. Thar's -- You can get
the Department of Tranaportation. We're
subsidizing the bus, and it's a cost that doesn't

show up as part of the amount that you have right
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there, It's really a hidden cost. These start-up
costs for the trains are really a lot, and people
would be upset over that amount except right now
some of the Milwaukee Road engines that are still
running for Metra are going to be replaced. They
were built in 1974. Can you imagine a 40-ysar bus
gtill running right now? Can you imagine the
rebuilt Burlington Metra cars that were built in
the '50s that are still running and have been
retrofitted? Can you imagine a bus that's 55 years
0ld almost running down the roead? So that'se really
a hidden cost that you really don't think about in
that these cars have been rebuilt meveral times.
And B0, yes, the original start-up costa is
expengive. But remember, have you se2en 55-year-old
buses running around as our Metra cars?

Another thought is Madison -- Ang this is
an alternative idea. Madiscn has tried out the new
concept of the railrecad car, the single,
self-propetled car. And I gece on the website for
Trains Magazine that Amtrak is considering this
light rail vehicle, too, for Chicago-Milwaukee
Hiawatha service, and it might be a possibility. I
don't know how it fics in with Metra's achedule,

but it might be a way of keeping the coatg down.
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But certainly, thabt's something to consider.

The other thought I have here is scme of
the county officials I have seen reading in the
papers are kind of balking. Not just county but
other cofficials are balking at thig start-up here,
and they really need to kind of atudy the numbers,
I think that you'll find that the railroad doss
promote further growth. We took Amtrak and Metra
this past weekend. And I'll tell you, geople are
doing their laptop woerk on thers. They're reading
their e-mails they've downloaded. It's an
inecredibly new world out thers if you haven't keen
on the train lately. Really, you have to spend
money to make money.

I talked to a DOT official a few months
ago. He said, "Well, the reason we're moving so
3low unlike Californmia, there's only seven or eight
of us working on this project. Califorpia has gat
over a hundred people." So every week you read
where Amtrak 1s adding more and more traing and
commuter trains, capital trains out there in
Califernia. I think that's part of the delay.
Maybe we need to hire a couple more people to help
you cut or ralse your pay or something. I'm not

quite sure on that.

a5

8o it's been studied and studied, and T
guess in conclusion I'd like to think that the
airlines whined and complained that they didn'c
have enough money and so the government gave them
$70 billion. That woul@ have run Amtrak for 7¢
years. I know you're ip charge of Amtrak, too, and
that's just kind of a thought., The money given to
the airlines kept of helped them cut, would run
Amtrak for 70 years. In conclusicn, I just have
two words, all aboard. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Barrett, for
your time. The next speaker is Mr. Mark Eickhorst,
and I hope I spelled -- pronounced it correctly.

MR. EICKHORST: You're gorrect,

MR. PATRIE: 1102 Melvin Avenue, Rsach
Your Mark Premotions, Racine, Wisconsin, followed
by Mr. Seymour Mengssha. Mr, Bickhorst.

MR. EICKHORST: I came here -- Actually,
I came here tonight not thinking about speaking but
then decided I had to. And I speak as a former
politician, a taxpayer, and a small businessman.

Bs I said, the name of my company is Reach Your
Mark Promotions. Ome of the things I've been able
to do ia develop a local radio show on WRIN-AM 1400

called "It's All Rbout Racine." It's on Saturday
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1 mornings for two hours, and we talk about -- 90

2 percent of the time we talk about the positive

3 things that are happening in Racine.

4 Ag Jean Jacokson, retiriag county

& executive, said a couple of weseks ago, "Mark, the

[ thing I like about vour show is you listen to this
7 show, and for two hours you feel good about living
B in Racine and Racine County." 2And that's what this
a show is all about. Hellen XKeller was once asked,
1% "What c¢ould ke worse than not being able to see?"
11 And she responded by saying, "Being able to sse
12 without any vision.® BAnd T think that's one thing
13 we have to take a look at when we talk abour the
14 Metra rail service here. I see, as many of the
15 people that spoke before me, having the Metra rail
16 system brings us employees, businesaes, tourism,
17 and I also see the Metra rail system taking out
18 people to jobe and lowering our unemployment, and I
19 think that's important.
20 I know as a taxpayser in a city that's
21 probably one of the highest tax cities in one of
22 the highest tax gtates you may ask, "Can we afford
23 Metra rail system?? I say we cannot afford not to
24 have a Metra rail system. It's like owning a house
25 that you live in, you know. We all live or -- many
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1 of ua live in thig Racine County community. And if
2 you don't maintain and make improvements, sooner or
3 later you're not going to want to live there

4 anymore. And I think that's vital to think about

5 as we talk about this subject.

[ It is change, and some people fear

7 change. Some people don't like change. People

8 like to do today what they did yesrerday so they

El can do it again tomorrow because the rut feels

10 comfortakble., But the only difference between a rut
11 angd & grave is the length, the depth, and how long
12 you're in it. And I think that we have the

13 political leaders on our side, the business leaders
14 on our side, and the community leaders cn our gide
15 that if you look at the list of pecple here that

1g support the Metra rail system are willing to have
17 cthat wvision to make sure that we get out of that

18 rut and go forward. Thank you.

19 MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Elckhorst

20 for your commente tonlght. The next speaker is

21 Mr. Seymour Mengesha., Did I proncunce it

232 correctly?

23 MR. MENGESHA: Seymour Mengesha.

24 MR. PATRIE: Seymour. Seymour Mengesha.
25 MR. MENGESHA: Thank you.
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MR. PATRIE: Okay. And that address is
718 Worth Memorial Drive, Racine, followed by
Mr. Bryan 0'Connell: Mr. Mengesha.

MR. MENGESHA: Thank you for this
opportunity. I'm the executive director of
Community Economic Development Corporation. We
help mincririeg form emall businesses in Racine.
Our organization supports commuter rail to conneck
Racine to Milwaukee, Chicago, Xenosha, and all the
cities in between. This connection would help the
economic advantage to the minority community in
particular. Commuter rail would bring more people
to our Racine, thereafore, more purchasing nower to
our -- to help our businesses; No. 2, will help
attract minority-owned businesses to expand or
locate in Racine making it a diverse community;
No. 3, will increase the opportunity of finding
tobs by accessing wmajor cities like Chicage and
Milwaukes for those with no cars; No. 4, we believe
commuter rail will help us to be part of the
region. We ask the community and elected officials
to suppert this effort, and thank you very much.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Mengesha.
The next speaker is Mr. Bryan O'Connell, City of

Racine, 730 Washington Avenue, Racine, Wisconein,
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fellowed by the honorable Lawrence Burazin, mayor
of the City of St. Francis. Bryan.

MR. O'CONNELL: Thank you, Mr. Patrie.
I'm Bryan O'Connell. I'm the director of City
Development for the City of Racine, and I speak in
favor of the extension of the rail service from
Xenosha to Milwaukse. I guess I want to emphasize
three things. One is that this will be a catalyst
for development and redevelopment in the area of
the State Street corrider in Racine. This service
fits like a hand in a glove with our effcrtsg there.
The original Chicago & Northwestern Depot is being
renovated to its higtoric character and will be
ready to serve intercity passengers very shortly,
probably within a year. Immediately next to it is
the new bus transfer facility so that those
intercity passengers will have easy acrcess to the
remainder of Racine by probably coordinated
transfer with the intercity service. The transfer
facility includes excess land that will be
available for mixed-use redevelopment, and
immediately across the street and to the west is
the new gite of the In Town Grocery and other
commercial development. Across the street and to

the sast is the new Garfield School additien and
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expangion, and directly north is the Reinvestment
Neighborhood For Housing Tmprovement that Racine
Neighborhood/Housing Partnership has spoken of
already.

When planners talk about maximizing the
benefits from transit and achieving smart growth
goale, they talk about exactly this type of
gituation where there is mixed residencial and
commercial development and coordinated transit
gervice. This has the potential to he a case study
for achieving those goals, one that will be an envy
of cother communities. I want to echo the comment
that's been made about this. There's alec a
service that can redress our mix mismatch between
workplace and employment. We do have 13 percent
unsmployment right now, This service will allow
people te access joba and yet maingain their
community ties in Racine where they have family and
other affiliationa.

The last point I wanted to make is to
endorse the committee's recommendation that WISDOT,
Wiscongiln Department of Transportation, undercake
the next steps toward implementation. This will be
an lnterstate service no less than I-94, and it

deserves to be at the top of WISDOT's priority list
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for staff effort and financial support. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank youn, Mr. G'Connell,
for your comments. Next -- The next speaker ie the
honorable Lawrence Burazin, mayor of the City of
$t. Francig, 3637 South Ellen Street, St. Francis
Wisconsin, followed by David Guran. Your honor.

MAYOR BURAZIN: Good evening. I'm here
tonight because I cannot attend the sessicn that's
being held in Cudahy tomorrow evening. There's a
conflict with a meeting that I have with the League
of Wisconsin Municipalities, bur tonight I feel
like I'm in a position of baeing home on the range.
We're never short of discouraging work. I do have
to say that I have a couple of concerns that I
think that the committee should take into account
on behalf of my city and by my congtituents,

One of those concerns is the funding in
termg of how the money will be allocated with the
railroad that owns the right-of-way, the rail bed.
It's been my experience. I've been trying for
three years to get cooperation from the railroad to
install full barrier gates on our cliy streets. We
have five grate crosgsings, two of which handle a
large volume of traffic, and they are gated, They

are safe insofar as the present technology, but
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there is an advanced technolegy that could be put
in place. And I've been working with the railrcad
commissloner and through him with the railroad and
not gotten a whole lot of cooperation, so that
would be an area where I will expect that this
proposal might run into problems,

The proposgal iteelf is laudable, I like
it. It's setting some -- setting forward some
advantages for my own city which I appreciats. The
other concern that I have is that no matter where
the funding for this comes from, whether it's
federal or state, all funding for transportation is
limited, and local communities deo rely on some of
those funds for local transpertation initiatiwves.
And we have some of thoge in place in our new Smart
Growth Plan, and so I would not want to see this
propasal go beyond itg present funding estimates
because I believe that that might hurt not cnly my
community but other communities that have
transportation plansg in place. So with that, I
thank you very much for hearing my comments, and I
appreciate being here in Racine. My son marched
with the kiltess for many yvears, arnd he enjoyed it
wvery much. Thank you.

ME. PATRIE: Thank you, your honor, Next
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gpeaker is David Guran, I hope I promounced that
right, 3612 Haven Aveénue, Racine, followed by Jaohn
Shannon. Mr. Curan or -- Guran.

MR, GURAN: Correct, Guran.

MR. PATRIE: Guran.

MR. GURAN: Yes. 1I'd like to thank you
firat for thig opportunity to speak tonighe. I
c¢learly support the concept of the extension of the
Metra rail system. However, there are some
critical decails that are vital for a successful
commuter rail system. I'm optimistic that the
extengion of the rail system will advance from this
preliminary study to a final plan. Therefore, my
three observaticns I hope contribute to a
succeasful implementation of the commuter rail
gystem,

First, in terma of design elementcs such
az track crossings and track infrastructure as the
last gpeaker spoke of, to prevent collisions with
cars, trucks, and buses, the Metra rail system on
thls particular line acrually ran into a school bug
just a few years ago, also, the possibility of
collisions with pedestrians trying to make
crossings.  But also, children, adults, other

animalg that may stray onto the tracks. We may
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1 need to considey reviving the infrastructure, mayhe
2 elevating tracks or putting bridges over crossings.
3 With these design elements within the study, they

4 have not been defined at all, FPresencly the City

5 | of Racine is about te rebuild its train station.

& However, I would suggest that maybe this is a

7 little premature. We have not taken inte account

8 the different design elements for this final plan,
9 and maybhe a change with thig particular station
10 might be a litfle premature. Alse, we have to
11 envision the future, the use of newer technologies.
12 Right now the present Metra system uses fairly old
13 technology. Recently I've read about green
14 locomotives that use 25 percent leas fuel, also
15 looking at cpriong that are used throughout the
16 world. Have we learned lessons from the Japanese,
17 from the Germans, and the Europeans, from Portland
12 Oregon, and also the problems that they're seeing
19 in some implementation in Minneapolis?
20 Secondly, we need to develop
21 attracrivenssgs to riders, and I believe thia has an
22 optimizing plan. Presently the one-way trip from
23 Kenggha to Chicago takes approximately one hour and
24 45 minutes, and I may be incorrect on that, but
25 ic's somewhere around there with approximately 15
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1 stopa which this is just from my memory, so don't

Z quote me on this. But anyway -- And therefore, its
3 present preliminary plan will add seven more stops,
4 and so I believe maybe it'11l add ancther hour te

5 the trip, you kpow. Are riders going from

& Milwaukes to Chicago wanting to apend

7 two-and-a-half hours, three hourg on & train going
8 through all these stops? What hasn't been

9 considered in this proposal are any express trains.
10 Nene of those kind of ideas have bheen presented

11 yek.

12 And thirdly, I'd like to require

13 ceontractors that have bids on these projects to

14 develop the system to employ citizens that Live in
15 arsas of high unemployment, in Racine and Kenosha
16 Counties, and that needs to be definitely added to
17 the plan. And again, thank you for the opportunity
18 ke speak.

19 MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Guran, for

20 your comments tonight. The next speaker is John

21 i Shannon, Quick Cable Corperaticn, 3700 Quick Drive,
2z Franksville, Wigconsin, followed by Bill Streeter
23 MR. SHANNON: Good evening. I'm coming
24 o you with representing two roles, first

25 officially as the president and CEOQ of Quick Cable
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Corporation and, secondly, unofficially as the
immediate past president of the Racine Art Mugeum.
I'm speaking in favor of the recommendation. Quick
Cable is & manufacturing company in Franksville.
We have a total employment of about 120 pecple, 85
in Racine County. We can very definitely use a
rail extension inte Milwaukee and the Chicago area
for trade show purpeses, educaticnal cpportunities
which are very important to us trying to stay
contrary and modern and informed of the world.
Second, we do have employees living in Milwaukee
and alge some in nerthern Tllinois, and reliable
rail transportation to Racine would be uged and be
very attractive.

I'd like to, though, spend the hulk of
the time, remaining time, speaking as from the
point of view of Racine as a cultural destinaticn,
and this is a relatively new role for Racine, Next
weekend the Racine Art Mussum will open in downtown
Racine. The Racine Art Museum is a §10 million
project. The Racine Art Mugeum used to be known as
the Charlea A. Wustum Museum of Fine Arts, and it
was renamed about a year agoe. We've built a new
art mussum in downtown Racine. We have in Racine

the third largest contrary craft collection in the
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United States. The largeat craft collection,
contrary craft collection, is the Smithsonian
Institute in Washington, D.C. The second largest
collection is the Bmerican Craft Museum in New York
City. Racine has the third largest contrary craft
collection in the United States.

when the megeum opens next weekeand, we
will have a world-class exhibition of American and
internaticnal artists here in Racine, On the
street level galleries, we will have an exhibition
of glags work by Dale Chooley who is an
internationally-known glass maker., This -- When
thig mugeum opens next weekend, it will be a
destination for people in the region certainly and
throughout the United States. When we did the
demegraphic study for the development of this new
mugeum, we looked at the typical museum attendee.
And they are educated, and they are affluent. And
there are well over 10 million pecple living 75
miles of Racine, principally in the Chicage and
Milwaukae areas, Convenient, reliable rail will
get those people to Racine where they will see
Racine, enjoy Racine, and take the story of Racine
pack in to their communities changing the

perception of Racine in their eyes and in the
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community,

The Racine Art Museum opens next weekend,
however, and will ke a significant eccnomic anchor
in downtown Racine. However, recently the Racine
Heritage Museum alga announced a mew museum in the
downtown area. It will be approximately a $14
million project. It's located two blocks from the
Racine Art Museum. It, too, will become in the
next five years a major destination for people in
the region. And again, we need rail transportation
to bring people from Milwaukee and Chicago into
Racine. Thig is an ideal use for day trip people
families principally on the weekend but certainly
during the week &g well. In conclusion, implement
the recommendation. Build it. We'll use it.

Thank you,

MR. PATRIE: Thaak you, Mr. Shannon, for
your comments thie evening. We've gone through 20
speakers apo far. We have 9 left registered
speakers, s0 it'll precty much conclude right at
8 o'clock if we stick to the three minuces. If
there i= anybody else that wants to speak, please
raige your hand. And Mr. Dobnick over here will
get you a form, and you can Fill it out. If not, a

reminder that you can submit your comments through
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May 1€, either snail mail through the Regional
Planning Commission or e-mail which the address is
on the Wige Ride. Mr, Streeter.

MR. STREETER: Yea,

MR. PATRIE: UW-Parkside, 900 Wood Road,
Kenosha, Wisconsin, followed by Mg. Joan Rohan.

MR. S5TREETER: Thank you. I'm a vice
chancellor at UW-Parkside, and I know you've heard
Chancellor Jack Keating express his support for the
rail service, BAnd at the Kenosha sesaion last
week, Lennie Klaver at the university also gave his
support. So what I'd like to do is speak aB a
parent, a parent and a resident of Caledonia. I
live at 4835 Ruby Avenue, and I am a parent of an
adult son with a disability, a developmental
disability.

He is currently in Evanston, Illinais,
learning how to live independently from his
parents. And his only mode of transportation his
whole life will be public transportation. He'll
never learn -- He'll probably never be able to
learn to drive a car, ao this idea really excites
us because he'll be able to come home to visit if
he's able to get a job in Evanston, live a fairly

normal life, and have friends as mest of us do.
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This would be a blessing for him. &And as his
mother and I get over there for a chance to go down
to visit him, we don't want to take -- tackle the
highways because they're tao crowdsd, or drivers
are a little crazy. This would be a wonderful way
for us to go down and visit him at Evanston,
Illinols. And I'm sure our case is yet not unique.
There are people who need public transportation to
get to and from visiting relatives. Thank you,

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr, Streeter, for
your comments. The next speaker is Ms. Rohan
followed by Ms. Celeste Mathieus.

MS. PETERSON: Thank you. I am not Joan
{jo-Ann) Rohan., My -- I am Donna Peterson, and I
am gpeaking for Joan. Joan is physically
challenged, and ghe's in the back of the room. And
the stairway down was too much of a challenge.

MR. PATRIE: M=. Petersom,
P-E-T-E-R-3-E-N?

MS. PETERSCH: O-N.

MR, PATRIE: 8S-0-N

MS. PETERSON: 810 Sycamore.

MR. PATRIE: 810 Sycamere. Thank you,
Sorry to interrupt you.

MS, PETERSCN: We would like to urge you

52
to gpen the station on Stacte Streer in Racine.
That sgtation will be by far more handicap-friendly
than the station in Kenosha which has a daunting
stairway up te the track, Joan and I took the
train down to Chicage, and we had to get on in
Winthrop Harbor because of rhe stairway in Kenosha.
There would be no gtairway here in Racine at the
State Street station which would make it far more
accessible. The train itzelf is very accessible,
It has a platform that comes cut, picks up the
wheelchair, and brings it inte the train. It's
very nice. It would just »e nice to have the train
come up to Racine, and I don't Xnow how other
handicapped people in Racine and Kenosha handle the
problem. Ib's easier for Joan and I to go to
Califernia than te go down to Chicago on the train
the way it is now. It would be much eagier to have
a station heze in Racine. Thank you.

MR, PATRIE: Thank you, Ma. Peterson, for
your comments. Next speaker ie Ms. Celeste
Mathieus, and I hope I pronounced that right.
Please correct me.

MS. MATHIEUS: Mathieus (math-yews.)

MR. PATRIE: Pardon me?

MS, MATHIEUS: Mathieus (math-yews.)
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1 MR. PATRIE: Mathieus, 121é North

z Bunnyslope Drive, Racine, Wisconsin, followed by

3 Mz, Colin McKenna.

4 M3, MATHIRUS: I came here tonightc. I

5 found out akout this at the last minute, but I came
6 here a little bit unprepared, but I came here asg a
7 representation of the typical commuter. I have

El been commuting on the Merra for over ten years. My
9 typical day starts at 4:15 in the morning, and I

10 get home at quarter to 8 at night. I know

i1 everything that goes on in that train, you know. I
12 work on the train. I visit on the train. I aee,
13 you know, people working on their computers on the
14 train. 2and it's a grueling, grueling lifestyle. I
15 4id it because I couldn't find work here in Racine.
16 This is where I grew up. This i3 where I was born.
17 I love Racine. I want to stay here. I urge you
18 emphatically to please let peaple gtay in Racine,
13 the ores who have been able to remain after all

20 these years. I know for a fact that people in

21 Chicage would gladly come ko Racine to live if they
22 could get on the train and get here within an hour
23 It can be done, but the fact ia is that the people
24 gsouth to us have priority. Their reason in Kenosha
25 -- Correct me if I'm wrong. The reason Kenosha has

54

1 trains rhezre ig because they don't have enscugh

2 train space in Waukegan to house the trains at

3 night, se they house three of 'em in Kenosha.

4 That's why we have it. That's what saved me

5 because now I c¢an have my condo in Racine. I can

a apend my money in Racine, but you know what?

7 Truthfully, I can't really enjoy Racine because I

a can't get home early encugh te really enjoy it

9 except on the weekends. It's an hour and 25

i0 minutes, 27 minutes, one way. If you bring the

i1 traing to Racine, you will find that more people

iz will move back into the community, bring more monsy
1z back into the community, develop things here. More
14 importantly, you will find that you'll have the

15 ability to bring more trains more often which means
16 L1E'1l cut down on my cocmmute and many of the other
17 people's commutes. It's -- It'a the way of life

1§ for a lot of people in Racins. If you want to live
ig here in Racine, you must find work elsewhere. And
20 that's -- You know, 1t's really disheartening

21 Lecause I would like te spend wmore time here, but T
22 <an't, So I've geen people on the train, you know,
23 leave. If you can get through the f£irst thrse,

24 four montha, you'll make it, you know, But if you
25 can't, most people move cut because they just can't
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do the commute. It's very, very difficult. So I
guess I'm just here ag a répresentation of one of
the typical commuters on there, I encourage you,
please, please go through with this. I've been
hearing ahbout it for ten years, and I'd really like
to be able to come home and spend more time here in
my own community, Thank you for listening.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Ms. Mathieus, and
I apologize for misproncuncing your name., The next
speaker is Colin McFenna. I hope I'm pronouncing
that correctly, 1820 Lathrop in Racine follewed by
Jane Warner of the Sierra CQlub, Mr. McKenna.

MR. MCKENNA: TI'm Colin McKenna, 1520
Lathrop Avenus, and I am urging you in support for
thig, and I am urgiepg you, and I support this. I'm
supporting it because people who live in Racine,
some of them, they work in Milwaukee, and they need
cransportaticn te their jobs in Milwaukee. And
some of the people that werk in Milwaukee, mome of
the people that live in Milwaukea also work in
Racine in industries such as your hospitals. and
alsgo, I think it weuld be great for the family to
take the train to Milwaukee for like the weekend if
they want to go on a weekend pass because Chicago,

You can go up there for the weekend pass. And you
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can stop at the small towns and cities, go shopping
or go¢ to dummer events. And it would bring people
to Racine to some of their summer events and to the
small cities in betwaen that -- between Milwaukee.
And also, I'm in favor of this. And also, Racine
iz alseo gettling a ferry this year, this summer. It
would be great for people that -- Lo come to
Racine, they could take the ferry over to Michigan,
if they wanted to take a trip over toc Michigan, or
they could take the Eferry to Chicago if they wanted
tc take a ferry trip. So we would have a lot of
entertainment in Racine for people to come, so I
urge your support on this and urge you to get the
ball rolling on this. Thank you.

MR, PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. McKenna, for
your corments tonight, The next speaker is Jay
Warner, Sierra Club, 4444 North Green Bay Road,
Racine, followed by the honcrable Julie McKenna.

MR. WARNER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I
want to point out under the heading of air
pollution and other pollution that every time we
commute to work by awtcomobile, every time you drive
73 miles, you have generated as much air pollution
as working at the job you drove to., Seventy-three

miles of one car is egual to one job per day in
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southeast Wiscongin. The DNR has the numbers on
the pollutiocn generated. SEWRPC has ths numbers on
the number of aute miles traveled, and you can do
the math, teo. By putting in a train, the amcunt
of milee goes way up. The amsunt of air pollution
generated by riding on a train is far less than the
air pulluticn generated by one automobile,
especially when the average ridership in
automebiles i3 1.8 passengers per car. That's
counting the driver. We are presently in scutheast
Wisconsin and the Chicage air district over the
pollution limit given by the EPA. We are breathing
bad air much of the time. I'm not sure if we're
the second worst in the country or the third, and
it deossn't much matter hecause we are over the
limits. OQur development in this area ig
regtrictive. We’'re talking about ten percent
unemployment in Racine. HNone of thoge people work
at the Wall Street Journal Printing Plant that does
not exist. Nene of those pecple in Racine work at
the Quad/Graphics plant in Racine County which does
not exist, and thoge plants were not built here
because we are over the limit. They cannot
generate additional mess in the air. I'm sorry.

That's part of our ten percent unemployment.
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There's a health issue involved in air
pollution which a lot of us have heard about lately
in other respects. If you take a map of Racine
area and you plot on it all the points of the
residences of pecple who have been taken to the
hospital emergency entrances for agthma abtacks
you will see that thaere's a cluster in mostly the
dowmtown area which ig true for most cities, You
will algo see an outline of Douglas Avenue, and
that outline is there because Douglas Avenue has a
let of rewidences which are quite close to the
road. I don't mean fest. I mean within a guarter
mile or thereabouts. B2And because of those
residences, we have a2 higher density of asthma
attacks in that area due to automobile pollution.
We did it, gang. There's soms people who are
commenting that the cost to the loecal areas is a
bit on the high side. I should point cut that for
local towns and local cities, there are federal
pollution abatement funds which are designed
expressly to help these areas reduce the air
pollution. Building a train station certainly
qualifies, and I would urge you as SEWRDC to
concinue your efforts to find funda, and I woeuld

urge the elected officials to make sure thar there
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are -- they have turned over all the possible
avenues. It doesn't have to be local money
entirely. There are a lot of people worried about
the cost of this whole thing. 2nd when they talk
about it, they always talk about it in terms of the
cost of the train. Well, it's not a queation of
cogt of the trains. Tt's a guestion of cost of the
trains versus the alternative. The alternative is
to expand I-5¢ in our case. The cost of expanding
I-94 which ons lane on each side between the grate
line and Highway 100 will be in excess of $315
million. That does not include the cost of
acquiring already-developed properties ab the
interchanges. That is simply purchasing farmland
and putting in concrete.

Finally, my antomobile, which gets well
over the average mileage, costs me approximately $3
every time I drive to Milwaukee. T live on the
north side of Racine. It's not quite as far as it
is for many people. How much is it gonna cost me
when gasoline coste $3 a gallen? How much is it
gonna cogt everyone at $3 a gallon? All I can say
at this point ig, yes, we've been working on this
for many, many years. Owen Davies knows people who

worked on it before him., I chink it's time to

60
build the train now.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Warner, for
your comments. Mext speaker is Ms. Julie McKenna
followed by Roger Caron. Ms. McKenna.

MS, McKENNA: Yes. I'm here as a Racine
Unified School Board member slected official. 1I'd
like to have my name added to the elscted officials
that are in support of the Metra extenszion from
Kenosha-Racine to Milwaukee. Southeast -- Also,
I'm a respiratory therapist/technician, 8o I work
in the health -- health care building ag well. I
am in support for the Metra extension.

Southeastern Wisconsin would benefit from the Metra
extension. A lot of employees that I work with
commute from Milwaukee. I know a lot of friends
that live in Racine aldgo commute to Milwaukee and
Chicago for jobs. This would give another option
for transportation for us here. Also, thisg would
help the air quality as mentioned by other speakers
that definitely needs help, especially in Racine
County. I think we have one of the worst air
quality reports in the state of Wisconsin., There
is a number of -- high oumber of citizens in our
county that have resplratory problems. We

definitely need another form of transportation to
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1 help -- to help our air quality. This is a healthy
2 choice. The quality of life that this choice

3 provides ig well worth any cost and investment

a that's put into it. Thank you.

5 MR. PATRIE: Thank vyou, Ms. McKenna.

[ Thank you for your suppert, and your name will be

7 added to the elected officials list. Next sgpeaker
a is Roger Caron from the Racine Area Manufacturers,
a 330 Fifth Street, followed by Randall Van Dusan,
10 retired Navy. Mr. Caron.
11 ME. CARON: You and I are about the game
iz priority tonight. But rest assured, everybody that
13 my -- az a member of the committee and Southeastern
14 Wisconsin Regional Planning and preaident of RAMAC
15 did net move us up any apeakers. I feel very --
16 Fred, you're very honest that way. Thank you. As
17 president of Racine Arsa Manufacturers and
18 Commerce, it's a Racine-based nonprofit association
19 representing over 800 businesses and 40,000
20 employees in the Racine area. We certainly support
21 commuter rail, KRM, from Chicago to Milwaukes. I'm
2z gonna throw this out, T'll give it to you as my
23 remarks because, fortunately, I had the opportunity
24 having these prepared in the Journal Times a couple
25 of days ago. Some of you might have read the
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1 Journal Times. But as a rssult of that, several of
2 our political leaders responded to some of the

3 corments that we'wve had. Two of those were

4 remarkable, and I'd just like to briefly talk about
5 those., One corunent I heard was 1f it involves any
3 local tax dollars, we aren't gonna have it. Some

7 of you prebably heard that. And it'e amazing

8 because if those leaders would work as hard on

9 consolidating government services in Racine Counkty
10 as they do ohjecting to something that would truly
11 banefit senior citizens, young profesgicnals,

1z businesses, and the leadership of Racine County,

13 we'd have plenty of money to pay for our scurce of
14 money for commuter rail. @Give you an example. Ten
15 dispatch centers in Racine County and 6 dispatch

1g centers of the I covering 170,000 people. And

17 we're worried about paying money for commuter rail
18 that would be guch an economic bensfit to Racine.
19 Second thing was I heard we don't have a dense

20 population or dense encugh to support that in thia
F38 corridor. Can you think of any other more dense

2z corridor from Chicago to Milwaukee in the Midwest?
23 I can't. Give you an idea, couple of thoughts.

24 Tllinois gets an average of $350 million a year to
25 suppoert their commuter rail from the Federal New
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Starts Dollar. You know how much Wisconsin gets
because we don't have commuter rail and because we
don't have a gtate rail plan? Zero, In Wisconsin
alene, over 360,000 jcbs are within three miles of
thege planned stationa and over 540,000 people.
With that, thank you for my comments, and I'd like
to give you my actually-prepared comments for the
record.

MR, PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Carcn. The
record should also reflect that Mr. Caron did serve
on the Advisory Committee in a very active role,
And thank you for that, Roger. The next gpeaker is
Randall Van Dusen, and I apologize if I'm
migproncuncing it. It's a little hard to read it
followed by Martha Hubsick, 4036 Manhattan Drive,
Racine. 8ir, how should I proncunce that?

MR. VAN DUSEN: The name is Randall Van
Dusen. I do thank you. Most people have chac
problem. Mr, Chairman and follow attendees, I see
potential opportunitiss, and I'd like to mention
what some of them are. Firat of all, if we pur a
station at Three Mile Road instead of Four Mile,
you could combine Batten Field with the railroad to
help provide gensral aviation services into

Chicago. Remember, Mick (phonetic} Field just got
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carved up by the mayor down here. wWe could bring
the paasenger ferry up the Root River to Sixth
Brreet. There's an abandoned marina there. That’s
two blocks away from the station in Racine. We
could make a covered causeway. You tie passenger
ferry servive to passenger rail, Naval station
persconnel, I was remarked. I'm retired Navy, I
also work at Home Depot, by the way. I know many
people living down in the Waukegan, North Chicago
area that would rather live up here. &And right now
oux land values are the lowest north of Nerth
Chicage, but our opportunities for living are much
better hers. Come south of Milwaukee, our land
values again are pretty much the lowest land
valuesg. This is an opportunity for living here. I
de have a couple guestions. I would, rather
recommend a high-level service. Why not go down to
Chicago? I have to go down to Lake Bluff. That's
where I can catch a train early enocugh to get into
Chicage early enough for conventions. FPeople going
to, for example, the festivals, et cetera, they
come in at night., They want to be able to get back
at hours that are late, sao a high level of service
will support thig and hours in between.

The last thing I'd like to say is why ars

64




10

11

12

13

i4q

is

i6

17

18

1%

29

2L

22

23

24

25

10

i1

1z

13

14

15

16

17

1B

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

we stopplng at Milwaukee? Why don't we swing west
to Waukesha? You're gonna have the Marguette
Interchange torn up. It's gonna bes discombobulated
quite bad down in Milwaukes. Why don't we go up to
Milwaukee and west of Waukesha, tie it all together
at the same time? Now, I don't want another study,
however. I'd like to sees it happen. I do like Lo
thank you for your time, It is better to aign up
early I noticed.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you for your comments,
Mr. van Dusen, and observations. Next speaker is
Ho, 29, and I have two after that that have signed
up. S$o the next speaker is Ms. Martha Hukaick --

MS, HUTSICK: Right.

MR. PATRIE: -- ang followed by Marilyn
Hemeth.

MS. HUTSICK: I'm Marsha Hutsick, 4502
Harvest Lane, Racine. Tt's actually Caledonia.
I've been a memper of several boards and scuff, but
I'm really speaking ag an individual tonight. I'm
just going to limit my comments in favor of it,
some personal comments. I travel to Chicago quite
a bit, and the last time I was there was last week
right after Easter. And in order to get a train

back with some frequency, I have to go to Waukegan
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bo catch the train., If you go to Kenosha, vou're
kind of limited as to when the train goes and when
the train recurns. So I did go to Waukegan, and I
had to park in the lot which is above, you know, in
Watkegan. And you walk down the hill and come back
late at night and walk back uwp the hill, so I hope
when we do build the stations we have encugh
parking so that kind of situation doesn't occur.
Alga, with all the pogitiwve comments tonighr, I
can't see why this won't become a reality. And if
it does become a reality, I would like to sce
Racine or Caledonia, where I live, be one of the
GXpress stops, not to skip Racine or Caledonia
because then 1'11 be in the game boat as I am now
trying teo go to Waukegan or someplace else, I
think probably there are sxpress stops right now.

I mean, that's why I g0 to Waukegan, 'cause there's
moxe traing coming te Waukegan, and thera's other
onea that only come to Kenosha. So if we do
promote it from Kenosha to Milwaukes, I hope that
the express steps will be, you know, studied but
not for coo long and enable the pecple who do live
in Racine to have access tC more frequent trains
also,

I did grow up in Racine, and I left to go
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Lo San Francisco and Phoenix for a while. But as a
¢hild, I remember my mother and I taking the North
Shore train any time to go shopping in Milwaukee
when I was a young girl. And alsa, the North Shore
when T was in high schoecl, we used to go out there
to watch the sailors come by and just wave at them
through the window which is prghably as closs as I
gok to boys at that time. But it shows the
frequency and all that actracta a lot of ridership,
and at that time we could take the train to -- the
North Shore train to Milwaukee on the hour, It was
going every hour. BAnd also, we had the Chicago
Nerthwestern at the State Street station because I
lived at State and oh /PWERD when I grew up. A&nd
we uged to 9o to that train station which still
stands just for the fun of it. And my yncle used
te come from Green Bay to Racine and then on to
Chicagc to wvisit other relatives. So I'm sure if
the trains are more frequent there will be the
ridership. And of course, anything needs
promotion. And I'd be glad to help with that when
it does come to pass. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Ms. BEutsick.
Mr, Van Dusen, the woman that was waving you from

the train when you were in the Navy was
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Ma. Hutslck. The next speaker is Ms. Marilyn
Nemath --

MS. MEMETH: Yes.

MR. PATRIE: -- from 8033 0ld Spring
Street, Racine,

MS. NEMETH: I am speaking because I
didn't hear any other senlor citizens come up and
admit it. But the No. 1 problem or No. 1, one of
the top problems, it's not No. 1, for senior
citizensg today is transpertation. And that's why
we really need to have the rail taking us to places
and around the Lakeshore area. Older citizens no
longer enjoy or feel safe on our freewayz. Also,
it's an expense that many senior citizens canuot
afford to drive and gwn their own private vehiclea.
80 this would be an cpportunity for them to get
trangportation, for health reasons, their own
personal health, for hsalth care becauze they could
have a wider range of places to go and get the
health care. It would be more availaple. They
could travel during the day when you're afraid that
employed people could not travel. At night usually
they want to come home anyway, 30 there's no
problem. I'd like to see it be the highest end of

delivery of service rather than medium, but the
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cities. People would have accees to the amenities
available along the route, not only peaple from
Racine County to other ¢ounties but then those
pecple coming to Racine County as their
destination. There's an access to cpportunity. I
thank you for this opportunity.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr, Sarza. Is
there anybcdy whe has net had an opportunity to
speak that would like to speak? Is there anybody
that has not spoken? Okay. As I sald =arlier thia
evening, written comments can be sent gnail mail ko
SEWRPC at their address, and that's available to
you, Or you can e-mail them, and that's available
also in the Wise Ride newsletter, and I think staff
is going te stick around if you have individual
questions or cammentg that you would like to ilnsert
in the record. COtherwise, thank you very much for
coming this evening. Thank you.

{Presentation concluded at B:02 p.m.)

L]

only thing I personally feel is why is it taking us 1
so long? This should have happensd yesterday. 2
Thank you. 3

MR, PATRIE: Thank you, Ms. HNemsth, for 4
your comment. Mr. Yunker from SEWRPC is aot going H
to believe this because the scheduled allotment for [
the public hearing was from 6:30 to 8, and I have 7
the final speaker. How do you like that, Ken? g

MR. YUNKER: Very good. El

MR. PATRIE: Mr. Garza spoke carlier this 10
evening on behalf of his employex, and he would 11
like the opportunity to speak on behalf of himself. 1z
It'g Roberto Garza, 3610 Meachem Road, No. 3, 13
Racine. 14

MR. GARZA: This will be short. I 15
support the commuter rail and bus alternative 14
concept. It ls something that is needed at this 17
time. We should embrace the concept as it will 18
lead to further economic devslopment and growth in 19
the region. 1've heard many other comments 20
tonight, and so have you all, as far as businegses 21
that could possibly open up from where the stations 22
will be developed as such. We must embrace thisg as 23
z part of a larger vision, a vision that will 24
connect people with employment in the respective 25
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STATE OF WISCONSIN |
I 88

COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE |

I, JENNIFER SCHMALING, a Certified
Realtime Reporter and Notary Public in and for the
8tate of Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the
above Transcript of Proceedings was recordsd by me
on the 30th day of April, 2003, and reduced to
writing under my personal direction.

I further certify that I am not a
relative or employse or attorney or counsel of any
of the parties, or a relative or employee of such
attorney or coungel, oxr financlally interesced
directly or indirectly in this action.

In witness whereof I have hereunto
set my hand and affixed my seal of coffices at

Milwaukee, Wiscongin, thig 19th day of May, 2003,

Notary Public

In and for the State of Wisconsin

My commission expires Descember 7, 2003.
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TRAENSCRIPYT OF PROCEEDINGS
MR. PATRIE: I'll put on the recoxrd
that last night at the hearing that was held, the
mayor of St. Francis spoke. He was unable to be
here tonight. Thoese of you who are from the St.
Francis area, he could not be here tonight, but he
did speak in favor of the cowmuter rail last night.

It is now time to receive the comments.
The hearing portion of this meeting is to receive
your comments concerning the preliminacy plan. It
should be emphasized this is not a guestion and
answer hearing. You had that opportunity earlier
this afternoon and tonight, and you have that
cpportunity after the meeting. If you have
questions Lhat arise from pagple’s comments or
something that you saw ir the presentation, Ken and
the othar SEWRPC staff will remain to answer your
guestions.

We ask that you keep your comments to
about three mirutes for the first pass-through. We
want everyone ko have an opportunity to say what's
on their mind. If you do not have encugh time in
the three minutes allotted, if there's time at the
end, we'll let yeu come back up and have another

three minutes, if you want to speak you can. The

purpese here is to allow everyone to have an
opportunity to speak.

As I mentionad, the meeting is going to
be transcribed. Conna Rank will do that. You can
assist Miss Rank in making sure that your corments
are all accurately recorded by having only one
perscn speak at a time, and that perscn speaking
comes up to the microphone. I'll read your name
and address off the cards that you should have
submitted. And again, I'll ask if you're going to
speak if you raise your hand and you haven't
submitted one of these, someone will get you one
and you gan fill it out and bring it in.

My jeb of chairing the public hearing is
three-fold. One, I'm charged to keeping it moving
along; two, keeping it germane, and three, makirg
sure that everyone that wants to speak has an
opportunity te speak. And you can help me do that
tonight by honoring when pecple are up here
speaking, give them the courtesy of listening to
what they have to say just as if you were up here
speaking, you'd like to have that courtesy
vourself., It may actually give you questions or
issues you didn’t think of.

I want to also point out that not
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evaryons is always comfortable coming up to the
micrephone spsaking. If you have your Wise Ride
handout, it gives a Snail Mail address. It alse
gives a fax, and it alsc gives an e-mail address.
50 if you're not comfortable speaking at a
microphene, you can get your comments, and those
are also recorded as part of the record, se I
encourage you to do that.

With that, I guass we can begin. I
should make one more note, and that is if you want
a2 written comment submitted, those are accepted up
through May 16th which would be the deadline. I
also want to take just a few minutes 'cause this is
the fourth meeting of four to let you know who has
been working on this diligently for the past two
and a half years for this study and two and a half
years for the feasibility study. As Mayor Glowacki
said, it's been a long time to get to this peint.
Janan Olson from Olson & Company is here, and Kris
Martinsek from Martinsek & Associates. From the
Parsons Croup we have Mark Miller and Melissa
Rosas (phenetic). In the back from Transit NOW
Kerri Thomas and Rosemary Potter, and from the
regional planning commission you heard from Ken

Yunker. But alsc here is Otto Dobnick and Gary
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Kork.

So with that, we will bhegin the public
hearing precess. Again, I ask you to please keep
your initial conments to three minutes. Mr. Korb
will kind of give you a heads up when there's abont
ten seconds left, and if there's more comment we'll
keep going until the hearing ends at 8:00 or
thereabouts. The first speaker tonight is Rosemary
Potter, Transit NOW, P.0Q. Box 565, Sussex,
Wisconsin,

ROSEMARY POTTER: Good evening. Hello,
everyone. [ wanted to let you know that L['ve
submitted for the record a copy of my testimeony, a
list of all the endorsers of the concept of
commuter rail, and a copy of the positive
editorials that we've recelved from the Milwaukee
Journal, the Business Journal, the Kenosha
newspaper as well as the Racine Times.

Thank you for this opportunity to express
our opinion about a project we believe is vital to
the future of Southeast Wisconsin. Transit NOW is
a regicnal 501 (c¢)(3) nonprofit organizaticn that
works to link people to jobs, improve econcmic
development, increase accessibility, reduce air

pollution and stabilize land use in Southeast
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Wisconsin by providing community educaticon and
outreach and a platform for the development of
positive local and regional transportation
sclutions,

Two years ago, our board of directors
made a decision to pricritize our weork in
developing commuter rail. They could sze the huge
opportunity that commoter rail has te positively
impact the things that are core to our organization
and essential to the future of Southeast Wisconsin.

Over the past two years, Transit NOW has
provided research, met with hundreds of
stakeholders and citizens, delivered dezens of
presentaticns and created literatures on web site
pages, But more importantly, we have developed
many collaborative relationships and facilitated
dialogs between numerous combinations of
stakeholders, government staff, elected officials
and community leaders, so it is from this unique
vantage point that we come befors you this evening
to share the lessons that we've learnad.

We have been privileged to be part of
what feels like a great awakening. Once people
learn about commuter rail, they like it almost

universally, and that's been c¢lear in zll the

hearings that we've been to. In Kenosha there were
over 100 peopls. In Milwaukee there were 170
people. Last night in Racine there were about 180
people, and you see that this room is crowded
tonight. We love that. It's great for the spirit.
We've enjoyed working with many people who are not
usually interested in transit issues, people from
all walks of life, the full spectrum of political
parties. How often do you see the Slerra Club
working side by side with developers on the same
izsue?

We've seen this project bring cities,
counties and towns together in a new spirit of
regicnal cooperaticn. This is a project that we
can agree on. It's bringing people together now,
and it will connect pecple when it is implemented.

And we have learned many lessens. The
first lesson we've learned, we learned how
important it is that we begin to think and act like
a regional community if we expect our economy to
thrive. It's simply a reality of the global
economy. We've seen cities and counties,
organizations of all kinds, universities and
businesses all along the corridor making the

development of a regional sconomy a key priority
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because it 1s essential for our future success. It
is clear that commuter rail can be & catalyst for
developing a reglonal eccnomy. And cut of the top
30 cities in the United 3States, we are in the
company of just a few who do not provide rail
service for commuters.

The second lesscn, we learned all about
the brain drain, hew important it is to have young
talent to attract businesses and jobs, especially
as baby bocmers retire in the next five to ten
vears, By the year 2008, there will only be one
worker to replace every two that retire.
Unfortunately, Wisconsin dossn’t seem to be a place
that young college grads want to live, yet.
Bmenities like commuter rail are critical in
creating the communities that younger generations
are attracted to work and live. Three, we --

UNIDENTIFIED: How many minutes --

MR. PATRIE: Gary, are you timing?

MR. KCRB: Yes.

MR. PARTRIE: The time will be kept up
here., We don't keep it exactly as three minutes.

ROSEMARY POTTER: I'll speak faster.
MNumber three, we learned from low income

commumities how wvery essential regicnal

10

transportation is in lifting pecple cut of poverty.
By providing convenient, reliable, affordable
transportation te a sizeable regional job market
and educaticonal opportunities, deors will be cpened
to a better life for thousands of families and
children.

Number four, we learned that we could
hardly ask for a better situation for a commuter
rail route, We have the existing right-of-way with
infrequent freight use. The route serves central
neighborhcods of cities —-

MR, KORB: Ten seccnds.

ROSEMARY POTTER: -- in a densely
populated corridor with a major city at each end of
the route. The last lesson, and perhaps the most
important, is that the Metra extension is much more
than a train. It is an intelligent investment in
growth —- an investment in positioning ourselves as
winning cities in a winning region. The KRM
Commuater Rail will add value and quality of life to
our communities. It should be implemented as
quickly as possible so that we <an begin reaping
its benefits. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Miss Potter, for

your comments. The next speaker is Mr, Jerry
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¥otarak, 3270 East Morris Avenue, Cudshy, followed
by State Representative Chris Sinicki.

JERRY KOTARAK: Hello. On behalf of the
business community, I would just like to let
everybody know that from the congtituents I've
talked te in the business community, that we are
very excited about this project. Due to the fact
that I've lived here all my life in Cudahy, and
Cudahy has always been -- deesn't have the greatest
reputation to say the least. And I've always
thought the mere I traveled arcund in my life in
different areas, anywhere that's c¢lose to an
airpert and a lake, and Cudahy is sandwiched
between an airport and a lake, and then if we also
put the commuter rail in alse, I think it's going
to be a very good stimulus to our area.

And from a business perspective, I know
that this Iceport thing that's geing in, something
that many people were very doubtful about -- they
thought why in Cudahy. Thank God cur mayor said
why not in Cudahy. How it's going to happen. The
Ice Sport people did a lot of checking around the
whele country before they did something like this.
They could not find -- and they challenged us and

said if you can find somewhere else in this great

1z

United States of ours that has 3% acres of
developable land between a lake and an airport, a
possible rail area and a freeway spur, you show us,
'cause we'll be more interested in that parcel of
land. Well, there's not any in this United States
that we can find, so I think it's a very exciting
thing. From the business community, I think it's
going to be a great thing, I think it'll be a
greater stimulus for our Cudahy area, and [ would
just like that to be said. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Kotarak. Did
I pronounce your hame corractly?

JERRY KOTARAK: Kotarak, ves, very good.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you. The next speaker
is the honorable Representative Chris Sinicki
followed by Mr. Andrew Stiffler.

REPRESENTATIVE CHRIS SINICKI: You den't
need to time me because I'm going to be wvery brief.
I wasn't even planning on speaking tonight.
However, [ did want to come down and officially put
my name on the list of endorsees of the plan, and
just say, vou know, this is an issue that I think
is geing to be very important to the City of
Cudahy. W®When you look and see what's been going on

in the City, this will be a big part of their
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downtown redevelopment plan, and it's also very
important to the whole entire scutheast Milwaukee
County. When you look and see all the jobs we've
lost, all the businesses we've lost, I think this
will help stimulate some of that and bring some of
that back to cur area.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, State
Representative. The next speaker is Andrew
Stiffler, 18850 Emerald Drive, Brockfield,
Wisconsin., Sir.

ANDREW STIFFLER: Thank you. 1I'd like to
say I'm also in faver ¢f this idea, but I think it
should be implemented correctly. I den't like the
idea of starting with a medium level of service
only running weekday rush-hour round trips., I am
cne of the recent college graduates that do live
here in the Milwaukee area, and a lot of us don't
work 9 to 5 jobs. I think both evening and weskend
service needs te be run.

I know there are a lot of people, friends
of mine in Chicago that like to come to the bars
and to the entertainment options here in Milwaukee,
and I know a lot of them don't like driving, but if
trains aren't going to ke running after 5 or & at

night, that's really going to put 2 damper on their
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opinions of wanting to come up here. And the same
with those wanting to go down to Chicageo in the
evenings, we den't have that option if the trains
don't run.

I think the trains need to ke run in the
evenings and on weekends, net just for commuters,
but also for the tourists. There are a lot of
tourlst options and destinations here in Milwaukes
that people from Chicago don’t get a chance to
visit because they don't have an easy way to get to
them. And a lot of pecple -- you don't want to
spend a full day in your car with twe or three kids
screaming and crying in the car. I konow a lot of
other cities run evening and weekend trips to
specifically the tourist destinationsz so that the
kids can get to them. I know cut in LA they run
beach trains cut to ocean side that kids ride
because they don't want to drive and their parents
don't want to drive, but I think that's cne of the
biggest things that we need to do on this whole
thing. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. stiffler, for
your comments tonight. The next speaker is Mr.
Karl Kuker, 3925 Hammene, Cudahy, followed by Mr,

Kevin Walker., Mr. Kukor.
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KARL KUKOR: Good evening, everybody. BAs
many of you know, I moved back to this city about a
year and a half ago. I've lived in other cities
arcound the country. I've lived for a while in New
York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Kansas City and St.
Louis, and I think that they've done an excellent
job at literally putting the writing on the wall
here for the future of tramnsportation. You know,
everyone says there's two seasons in Wisconsin,
winter and construction season. And if you've aver
gone arcund and driven the highways right now,
you'll see an army of orange barrels out there, and
if I dare you to try to travel te Chicago during
the day and get from here to downtown there in less
than three hours, it can't be done.

While living in St. Louis, I wery much
enjoyed the commuter rail system., It gets vou from
the airport, to the downtown area, out to the
casinos with many stops in between and a lot of
recreational areas. This is definitely something
this area can benefit from.

Now, I ¢an't talk too much abont the
statistics they have up here, but I can share a few
things with you regarding the light rail system in

St. Louis because it is one of the most successful

16

in the country. They say that five out of six car
trips taken in 8t. Louls are single-passenger
trips, and I'm guessing that the statistics there
are true for here too. 80 percent of the work
force drives to work alone in St. Louis. Again,
I'm guessing that’s true here.

Now, I'm just one person that used to
live in St. Louis that can vouch for commuter
trains. I wish I could get the other ones here,
but this chamber would not hold 16.1 million people
because, ladies and gentlemen, that's the number of
passengers that rode the Metrolink System last year
in St. Louis. I do want to add that for every two
Metrolink lanes, lanes we have of commuter rail
traffic, that can handle the same capacity as 16
lanes of highway. So, ladies and gentlemen, this
1s a smart way to go.

Bnother interesting statistic I want to
share is that on new riders on the rail system, 21
percent of these riders come off buses. The other
79 percent are people that have never ridden public
transportation before. And what I'm saying is that
people take a bus because they have to take a bus.
People will take this commuter train because they

want to and they'll leave their cars at home. It's
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good for the environment, good for the economy,
good for the State of Wisconsin, and good for the
City of Cudahy, and I can't tell you strongly
enocugh to back this system. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Kukor, for
your corments tonight. The next speaker is Mr.
Kevin Walker, Working Group on Transportation, P.C.
1324, Milwaukee, followed by Mr. Rabert McLeod.

Mr. Walker.

KEVIN WALKER: This is kind of turned the
wrong way. 1 know this is not a guestion and
answer thing, but I think I want to address the
people here. WMy name is Kevin J. Walker, and I'd
like to —- when I talk about mass transit, I always
like to present my credentials. T don't Know how
many people here rode mass transit to get here,
This is my Milwaukee County pass. Too aften times
we have pecple that talk about mass transit, but
they don't use it. I found this out when I was in
3t. Teuis also. I also rede Metra, but with the
ecancmy there was that you had people that praise
the system that work for the system but they didn't
ride it. That's alsc why in California a
propesition that was put forth didn't go through,

but the proposition would require all people that

18

work in the transit field to ride public
transportation. I think that's a good idea.

But tonight I'm wearing twe hats. One is
vice-president after Jeffrey Marker of the group
ALERT which stands for against light and electric
rail and rubber tire transit, although lately
there's been a strange life form that's transmuted
from light rail but that's another -- change the
name to against light and electric rall rubber
transit, but we always plan to be on alert to
ensure that public money is well spent, whatever
mode of transportaticon it is.

But the cther hat I wear is as a
spokesperson for the Working Group on
Transportation. It's a group of city people,
suburbanites, bus riders and bus drivers who have
contributed to a plan for its own county-wide
phased-in plan for a system of commuter rall lines
using full-size cars on full-size tracks for a
system of commuter rail lines that work in
conjunction with the Milwaukee County Transit
System that would reach cut to every neighborhood
with the Milwaukes County bus system acting as
feaders, This i1s what the systeam looks like now

with all the freeway fliers and some of the bus
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routes and things like that. Under the Working
Group on Transportation's plan, it would use the
32nd Street industrial rail corridor and use that
as the spine. If you think of it, it would be like
a human with its arms stretched cut with the belt
sticking out. The belt would be the old Menomonee
industrial corridor and use this, connsct with the
existing infrastructure of rail lines, and as
anybody else who has lost a muffler around here
knows, we have a whole lot of them crisscressing
every part of the county. ©Now, the Metra extension
has already -- has also -- has been factored in our
plan because it figures in as one ¢f the spokes
from the southeast corner of the County which is
phase 3 of the Working Group on Transportation's
plan. The Working Group welcomes the similar use
of the existing infrastructure on full-size tracks
using full-size cars keeping in mind that public
money is not bottomless which is something that the
light railers haven’t quite —- haven't gquite
figured out yet.

2nd also a little bit of history. The
genesis of all this talk about a rail corrider
betwaen Milwaukee, Wisconsin happened back when

they were cur plans which were later dropped, for
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the World Fair. They anncunced it somewhere around
the early '20s and wanted to, you know, for use in
the year 2000, but they dropped it, but that's what
kind of sparked the idea of linking Milwaukee and
Chicago wvia rall, but there's also some —- but
there's alsoc a news item which T saw in today's
paper, they're propesing to eliminate all long
distance travel on Amtrak.

MR. KORB: We're at ten seconds.

KEVIN WALKER: But you can do that, but
this enly puts more effort on local areas because
Chicago is going to be made the spine of a long --
of a high-speed rail corridor, which is something
that Metra's group and the Working Group on
Transportaticn plan alsc works inte.

MR, PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Walker. IE
you have a business card or handout that people
would like to get infermation teo you or get some of
your information to them, maybe you could stick
arcund after the meeting for a few minutes.

KEVIN WALKER: Actually we'wve got a 20-
page overview of our plan. We haven't got a lot of
fancy stuff, but we have maps and charts and things
like that showing basically how the 32nd Street

industrial rail corridor which still exists and is
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8till in use is the spines of the system and how it
would be integrated into it.

MR. PATRIE: OQkay. But you will be
available afterwards? I noticed some people were
nodding their heads in agreement when you were
talking and I think they may want some additional
information. The next speaker 1s Mr, Rehert
McLeod, Wiscensin ARP/MHSRC 838 North €0th Street,
Milwaukee, Mr. McLeod tenight will be followed by
Joe Rapont I think it is.

ROBERT McLEOD: Thank you for giving me
the opportunity to speak here. I'll make it real
short, but let me just say this. T think this
proposal makes absolutely excellent sense from the
standpoint of improving our transit infrastructure
in this area of Wisconsin and for so many, many
reasons. It will comnnect our sc-called developing
maegalopolis between Chicago and Milwaukee. It
makes a lot of sense from the standpoint that
pecple wWill have a really good alternative to the
personal transportation. I noticed —- excuse me.
I noticed that there are -- the previous speakers
have come up with several very interesting peints
so I'm not golng to duplicate that. I just want to

say that I think that I hope the commission, who
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have incidentally done an exgellent job of
developing this proposal, and hopefully it will go
forward -- I believe that the commission has
elucidated excellent points as presented in the
initial presentation here.

Years ago we had a Chicage north shore
and Milwaukee railroad, the old north shore line
that ran from downtown Milwankee to dewntown
Chicago, city center teo city center. We lost that
in 1963 hecause of dwindling ridership. What has
been happening in the last four decades is that ocur
metropolitan areas have increased substantially in
population, and hence what we have to do is think
about spending substantial sums of money. Make no
mistake about it, spending mensy that will in the
long run be very beneficial from the transit
standpeint.

Years ago we also had a line -- I noticed
pecple are referencing it as the KEM line,
Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee. Well, we used to have a
line called the MRK line which was run by the
Milwaukee Electric Railway Line. It was a type of
commiter line that ran from downtown Milwaukee to
downtown Kenosha. We don't have that anymore, of

course. IL's been gone many years ago.

A-54

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

w N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

23

But the reason for all of this is that we
are developing. FEconomic development is taking
place everywhere in the area, and one of the things
that this system will do is, has been indicated,
promote good community and economic development,
two very essential things. There are so many
reasons that I think this propesal should go
ferward, and I am standing here mainly to say and
to recommend that the commission and anybody that
is responsible for hopefully pointing us in the
right direction and carrying it forward will ddo so.
Thank you wvery much.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. McLead, for

your comments this evening, The next speaker is

Joe —-

JOE RAPONT: Rapent.

MR. PATRIE: Pardon me, sir?

JOE RAPONT: Rapent.

MR. PATRIE: Rapont, Joe RBapont, 3717 --

JOE RAPONT: 47.

MR. PATRIE: 47, okay.

JOE PAPONT: 3717.

MR. PATRIE: 3717 East Morris.

JOE RAPONT: Correct.

MR, PATRIE: Cudahy, followed by Richard
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Schreiner.

JOE RAPCNT: My comments are going to go
in the opposite direction. Amtrak, T don't have
the article at all, that goes across the country of
the United States has been subsidized by the
federal government for many years. And I believe
this will be the last year unless it does change,
that Amtrak has to stand on its own two feet. In
order for it to run, it has to pay for itself. It
can't come cut of federal dollars.

The bottom line here is Scott Walker for
Milwaukee County -- for the bus company, ridership
fell more than 5 percent last year frem 51.3
million in 2001 to 48.5 million. That slide has
continued. This year with January and February
combrined, ridership is down 3 percent from the
first two months of 2002, Scott Walker's
administration has recommended eliminating the
trolley service after federal funds run out
September 30th. The County board has delaved
action on that idea while Milwaukee downtown which
has been contributing $30,000 a year to bring —- teo
help run the trolley tries to raise monsy from
businesses.

The bottom line here is I always
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understand they always talk about commuter line for
economic development, growth for businesses and so
on so forth. Well, we have a bigger problem.

These companies are in this problem, Badger Meter,
the Bradley Corporation, Briggs & Stratton
Corporation, DaimlerChrysler, Harley-Davidson,
Journal Communications, Kenosha Area Business
Alliance, Manpower, Incorporated, Marshall &

Ilsley Corporation, Czaukee Employers and Rockwell
Butomated Systems, formerly Allen-Bradley. And the
problem is, is health care cost. The cost of
health care is rising so drastically that it's
running businesses right out of the State of
Wisconsin.

Bgain, is the state going to come in and
help fund this transit program? They have a big
problem already trying to establish —- to pay the
fees now. So I grant you, this proposal for the
rail should be looked at maybe another 20 years
down the road. It might be viable, but in order
for it to be viable, 1t has to fund itself. It
can't come from federal money or state money. So
the thing here is I'm willing —= I'm willing not te
put my tax dollars towards this. Again, if Chicago

wants Lo add the rail for Southeastern Wisconsin,

26

fine, so be it, leawve them pay for it. Because
I'1l tell you one thing, Southeastern Wisconsin
can't afford it. Thank you wvery much.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Rapent, for
your comments this evening. The next speaker is
Mr. Richard Schreiner, %12 East Pleasant Street,
Milwaukee, and he'll be followed by Mr, Jeff
Marker.

RICHARD SCHREINER: Good evening and
thank you for heolding this hearing. I'd like to
say I support the committee's recommendation, and I
particularly want to support the committee's choice
of the rail cption over the bus option, Anybody
whe says that a bus is a substitute for a train for
these kind of distances cbviously hasn't spent much
time on a cormater bus.

I can tell you from perscnal experience
having used the Racine and Kenosha commuter bus
service, I also used Metra, and I can tell you that
a bus is not a substitute for a train. Anybody who
says that, clearly hasn't spent much time on a bus,

Earlier this evening the presentation
included a lot of very interesting and I think
valid conclusiens as te why this should be pursued,

s0 I won't amplify those in any way or add to
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those, but I think a personal story sometimes can
be helpful when we're inundated with a lot of
statistics. I've been a Metra user for the past 20
years as clircumstances have permitted me to, and
just going back a little bit in time, about 25
vears ago I lived in a community on the northwest
line in the Metra territory. And in thoss days
commuter rail was very muach just commute in in the
morning, commuite out in the evening, five-day-a-
week operation. It was just minimal service
evenings and weekends for the few pecple who needed
it. ©Now, fast forward 25, 30 years, the amount of
non-traditional commuter rail traffic that one
chserves in Metra is absolutely astounding. When I
go back to Chicage now con occasion to use Metra, I
find cities, villages and towns that previously had
a downtown and a downtown depot that was all but
forgotten and abandoned, now 1s a thriving
commercial district.

I can give you a personal example from
just a few weeks ago., My wife and I had a weekend
in Deerfield, Illinois. We took Amtrak to
Glenview, after having dinner in Glenview, we tock
Metra back to the station called Lake Cock Road.

Now, Lake Cock Road for people who are not familiar
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with it, that station didn't even exist five years
ago or tenh years ago. This is a community which
agitated to have a station added to the line.

Since that station has gone in, the development
arcund it included a Marriott Hotel, three or four
restanrants by my accounting and numerous cffice
complexes all with pedestrian access to the
station. The change in the nature of commuter rail
in the last 25 years has been absoclutely
astounding, and I hope that this plan moves forward
in our community joining the cities across Morth
america who have discovered the same thing. Thank
you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Schreiner,
for your comments this evening. The next scheduled
speaker is Mr. Jeff Marker, president ALERT,
BA~-L-E-R-T, 6051 North Lake Drive, WFB, Wisconsin,
Mr. Marker.

JEFF MBRKER: Thank you. First of all,
before I even get started I have to say that you
can't compare Chicago with nearly 9 million people
to Milwaukee which has 1.2 millien when you stretch
it., There's an entirely great difference. The
Metra is financed by a half percent sales tax, the

six collar counties, and it's also financed by a
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recovery rate of 57 percent on ticket fares which
is the highest in the naticn.

What you showed tonight shows that 20
years -- 17 years from now according to the charts
there will be 4,100 riders on this system, and the
recovery rate will be just between 15 and 20
percent, This would make it perhaps the second
worst transit experiment in the 21st century in the
United States, the first belng the red, cute little
rubber-tired trollies that make their way around
downtown Milwaukee. The recovery rate for that
system is currently approximately 8 to 10 percent.
Any investment that recovers so low total should
not even be considered.

We're looking at an initial start-up cost
here of 235 million dollars according to your own
figutes, This represents far more than the total
value of all mass transit in Scoutheastern
Wisconsin, Even the Milwaukee County Transit
System which carries 56,000 round trip riders a day
including school children and just 45,000 when
school is cut has a total value of approximately
132 million dollars. To say that you're going to
carry 2,100 round trip riders 17 years from now at

a cost in excess of 235, 300 million dellars is
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prepostercus and a total waste of taxpayer money.

To go further, if you compare the high
cost of rail transit, the 2001 statistics for
Amtrak's Hiawatha service shows that only 712 round
trip riders use the six dally trains in each
directien, This costs taxpayers 42 million dollars
in subsidies, and that's just for six round trips
between Chicago and Milwaukee. We're talking about
90 miles in 93 minutes. The Metra extension
service would provide service to Chicago in three
to three and a half hours which makes it totally
non-feasible to be a commuter or a user.

The gentleman who stood here and said he
took Amtrak down to Lake Cook Road, I'm from that
atrea, That cost him $80 round trip for he and his
wife, plus the Metra fare. Lake Ccok Road was
well-established with all its restaurants, the
shopping center at Deer Plaza at Waukegan Road, it
was all there before the train station. The train
station just developed because of the request of
the City of Deerfield and Northbrook.

You can't compare the two, We look in
Milwaukee here, you see the 15 golng to dewntown,
that's the third busiest Milwaukee County transit

route. It cuts right through this area, and you
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see the buses aren’t full. You see the South Shore
Flyer running empty. Even when the bridge was down
and fares were down to 50 cents, they couldn't even
£ill the buses up. There is no demand for this
service. There is no future for taxpayer money to
go into a bottomless pit, and the risk is not
warranted, Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Marker, for
your comments. The next speaker is Miss Rosemary
Arnnonson, 3920 East Ryan Road, Oak Creek,
Wisconsin., And then we have two additional people
after Miss Annonsen. If anybody else wishes to
speak after the next two, please raise your hand
and Otto Dobnick will get you a slip. Miss
Rosemary ANNenson.

MR. YUNKER: Those slips are just for
pecple who haven't talked before.

MR. PATRIE: You don't have to fill out
another Eorm. It's just for people who haven’t
spoken. Is there a Miss Rosemary Annonscn? 1T
believe it's A-N-N-0-N-3-0-N. HNo? We'll put that
one aside. Every public hearing there's one that
—- and if I mispronounce it --

AMDJELIJA TRIFUNCVICH: I know who T am

It happsnhs every time.

iz

MR. PATRIE: Andjelija.

ENDJELTJA TRIFUNOVICH: Andjelija.

MR. PATRIE: Pardon me?

ANDJELIJA TRIFUNOVICH: Andjelija.

MR. PATRIE: A&Andjelija Trifunovich.

ANDJELIJA TRIFUNOVICH: When they stop, I
know that’s me.

MR. PATRIE: Is it Trifunovich?

AWDJELIJA TRIFUMOVICH: Mo, Trifunovich.

MR. PRTRIE: Trifuncvich.

ANDJELIJA TRIFUNOVICH: But you're close,
so that's fine.

MR. PATRIE: 3723 East Squire Avenue,
Cudahy.

ANDJELIJA TRIFUNOVICH: I'm a former
resident of the City of Chicage. I was actually
born and bred, though, in Cudahy, Wiscensin. One
of the reasons that has prompted me to leave
Chicago and come back to Cudahy is Powerade, is
that 30 million dollar project., That for me as a
human resource manager, as a hotel management
employee almost knocked me off my socks, actually
knocked me off the chair when I heard it was coming
to Cudahy. I was that excited, but I need one more

thing that's going to keep me here. I need that
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camuter rail system. I'm a rare find. I do not
own a car. 1 lived in Chicago for ten years,
always took mass transit ‘cause it was there, or if
I was running late, I hailed a cab. In Cudahy,
however, I cannct hail a cab. There aren't any.

The Flyer is full in the mornings. I’wve
taken it many times. The 15 bus in the mornings
and coming back from work is also full. And for
those of you that have taken the 620 Amtrak to
Chicage, I've stood many times because the train is
packed all the way to Chicagc. On the way home
from Chicago, the 305, the 505 and the 801 I have
stood mere times than I can count all the way from
Chicago to Milwaukee. Sao for those people who say
that there’s not a need for this type of system,
that there’s not a nesd to expand services,
increase services haven't taken the public
transportation.

Frankly, I've been waiting for this for
almost 20 years. Sc the sooner you do this, as
selfish as it might sound, the better it would be
for me. I would love to have a Chicago salary and
spend it in Milwaukee County. I mean it goes &
long way. 1It's like going on vacation to Thailand.

Your money goes a long way. So actually my reasons
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are very selfish.

I want this because I've experienced this
in other cities. I've lived in Japan. I've lived
in Korea, TI've lived in several countries within
Europe. I have never been without public
transpertation, never. BAnd I go on it by myself,

I get amap, and most of these countries I know
maybe six words, and I can make myself -- you know,
find my way around the city and be a viable
tourist. T can still spend my money.

Now, we have one little problem. In
Chicago when tourists come and they find out that
Amtrak has restricted service, they don't come
here. Most of them are too afraid to rent a car
and to drive to Milwaukee. And I've been plugying
Summerfest like you would not believe and all the
fests that happen within the area. St. Martin's
Fair is a wonderful thing for pecple te experience
that Emericana feel, this is what Amerieca’s like.
3¢ I push all these things, but pecple have no way
to get here, Greyhound gets stuck on the highway
so you're three hours late. Amtrak has Limited
service, so I can't push all the tourists that were
in Chicage locking to come to Milwaukee because

they have no way to get there. And a lot of these
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people are international tourists for whom a train
or rail system would have been perfect. So again,
I'm selfish, I want my tourists to come to this
little neck of the woods too, so that's all I have
to say. I will sit down,

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Miss Trifunovich,
The next speaker is Vera Trifuncvich, 3723 East
Squire Avenue, Cudahy, foliowed by Claude
Vanderveen, and that's the last of the filled-out
slips that I have. I'm sorry, I do have one --
Migs Vera Trifunovich.

VERA TRIFUNOVICH: Vera.

MR. PATRIE: Vera. It's spellied Vera so
I apologize.

VERA TRIFUNOVICH: Vera, it's a rolled R
sound. I've got a tricky name as well. T just
want to add a brief corment to the general
discussion this evening, and it's pretty much in
the vein of my sister who just spcoke a minute ago,
and again relates to the fact that our econcmic
development in Wisconsin can only benefit from the
additional number of people that would either
commute from Chicago or make their way much more
casily around Milwaukse and the Scutheastern

Wisconsin counties. BAnd to me, again I spsak
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selfishly in saying that this discussion or this
effort or this reality hopefully that becomes, you
know, a real commuter rail system scmetime soon
seems like it's been a leng time coming.

1 too have lived in Japan, and I've
traveled extensively in Burope. And for all the
proclamations that we hear that gur econcmy is the
strongest here in the U.S. or our military is the
strongest, or this or that is the strongest, we
have a paucity of public transportation especially
in Wisconsin, and it's to our detriment, net only
for tourists, and that's where my sister is
speaking, from the perspective of working in the
hotel industry and knowing people that travel in
and around the Midwest, but also from the
perspective of someone that could potentially work
in Chicage and live in Cndahy and again kind of
keep the money going between the two cities which
can't hurt either one of them.

S0 as far as T'm concerned, I again can't
wait for this type of effort to become a reality,
whether it's a commuter rail, you know, it could bhe
a Metra connection to Milwaukee or an extension of
Emtrak, an addition of an Amtrak station, all of

these kind of ideas, I think it's about time we're
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talking about it, and I certainly hope it becomes a
reality sooner rather than later. Thank you.

MR, PATRIE: Thank you, Miss Trifunavich
for your comments this evening. The next speaker
is Claude Vanderveen, if I'm saying that right
Greater Milwaukee Green Party, 3340 East Allerten
Avenue in Cudahy.

CLAUCE VAWDERVEEM: I would just like to
address the people who don't want their tax dollars
to subsidize the railread. Our taxes already
subsidize airlines and gasoline and cars and that
infrastructure and that subsidy is enormous. I
perscnally would like to see my tax dollars
subsidize an alternative to the one-person
occupancy cars. That form of transportation is a
dinosaur, I'm sorry, it's a dinosaur, It's killing
our —-

UNIDENTIFIED: How did you get here
tonight?

CLAUDE VANDERVEEN: I drove.

MR. PATRIE: 3ir, he didn't interrupt you
when you spoke, and I think it's a courtesy to let
him finish his comments.

CLAUDE VANDERVEEN: But for what it's

worth, I do ride my bicycle to and from work and I

38

Wk

10
11
1z
13
14
1%
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

do take the train. In any case, I personally would
like to sees my tax dollars used for something as an
alternative to cars. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Vanderveen.
I'm sorry you were interrupted. The next speaker
is Mr. Greg McAndrews 8938 33rd Avenue in Kenosha.
Mr. Mchndrews.

GREG McANDREWS: I'm one of the pecple
whe lives in Kenosha and works in Milwaukee. My
car’s about ten years old. It has about 278,000
miles, so does my butt, But more importantly, T
lose —— ten hours a week are lost in my life. That
makes me mad. What could I have done with that
time -- could have done some homework, could have
read a book. I used to take the bus between
Kenosha and Milwaukee, and it's difficult to read,
really difficult to do anything., I can tell you
some kind of funny stories on that particular bus
route, but that's not the peint.

I do support your effort. I think —— I
commend the idea of connecting some of the most
highly densely populated areas aleng the lakefront,
Evanston particularly, connecting that with
Milwaukee. More importantly, connecting that whele

north shore with the airport. I have friends that
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live in the northern suburban area who hate

O'Hare, who love Mitchell Field. That dedicated
route, that connection, that little hus thing I
think is one of the best features of your plan.

And I don't believe 1t was in the ilnitial one, so I
commend you for locking at how you can connect and
use the best of both systems, the rail system which
can move lots of people between certain points, but
then also how you get to some specific peints, some
feeders that would connect to Summerfest and all
those kinds of things, T think will really utilize
and enccurage people to utilize this.

I also note the difficulties that Sam
Johnson and his company have. All along the whole
system, the whole suburban area heres, it's
difficult to recruit and then retain employees who
prefer a more cosmeopolitan lifestyle, Many people
really enjoy the rural aspect of Southeastern
Wisconsin, but they also like to get into
Milwaukes, they like to get into Chicago.

We in Kenosha have many people who have
moved up, flatlanders from Illinecis, they have
relatives. My grandmother lived in there and
traveled back and forth. It's much easier on the

train actually from Metra than going on the
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expressways. [t takes you way out west and then

you have to come way back east. So on behalf of

the many people who commute and waste ten hours a
waek, I would say that I would ke willing to pay

quite a bit to buy back that ten hours, So thank
you for your efforts.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Mchndrews,
for your comments. That completes the public
comnent forms that I've received. Has anyong not
been given the opportunity to speak and would like
to have the opportunity to speak? If you raise
your hand, Otto ¢an get you a card. Is there
anybady else that would like to speak, please raise
your hand, My responsibility tenight is to make
sure everybedy that attends the public hearing has
an cpportunity te speak, Mr. Michael Thaller.

MTCHAEL THALLER: Thaller, T-H-A-L-L-E-R.

MR. PATRIE: Thaller.

MICHAEL THALLER: Sorry about my
handwriting there.

MR, PATRIE: Go ahead, sir. Thank you.

MICHAEL THALLER: My name is Mike
Thaller, and I'm retired, I used to teach
transportation geography, and I'm familiar with

transportation systems. When I first came to this
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area, I used to do quite a bit of work down in
Evanston, Iilinois. And this was in the late
1960s, and I used to take the Chicago and
Northwestern trains down. There were five to six a
day even though the railroad was suffering. It was
a very convenient and very well-used service. And
if T didn't feel like doing that from this area, I
could always take the Nerthshore with 40 trains a
day or the Milwaukee rail with 12. At the end of
the decade of destructicn, the 1960s in rail
service, [ had four Amtrak trains each day on that.
I still do go down to Evansten, Illineis. I went
down the other day, and I drove down to Kenosha and
tock the Metra in from there, and 1t was very
convenient. I would love to drive across and park
right down on Layton Awvenue and take it, and this
is a very convenient service. It was a Lragedy to
lase this service back in the 1960s, and I would
hope that after two decades that the re-building
process would begin. Commuter rail has proven
popular around the United States. It has bocmed in
the last 20 years.

Lastly, being familiar with
transportation systems, to my knowledge, although

there are many well-run systems I've used arcumd

the world, there is nc public transportation system
that operates without a subsidy. This is actually
a social cost. And I think it should be a
reasonable cost, and T think we should be concerned
about costs., When I locked at this study, T was
hoping that a reasonable alternative would be
chosen as a beginning phase, and I think this
medium level of service is exactly that, and I
hardily supported their results, and do remind
people that the whole idea of public transportation
without a subsidy is a myth. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Thaller, for
your comments., Has anybody else not been glven the
opportunity to speak who wishes to speak, please
raise your hand, and I will get you a card.
Qtherwise, 1f there's someone who has already
spoken who would like to speak again for another
three minutes, if they'd raise their hand. Mr.
Walker, come to the microphone, please. You have a
second three minutes, sir.

KEVIN WALKER: It shouldn't take me that
long. Oh, something else, last time I showed my
local credentials. I also have experience riding
on foreign systems. I think this is my Jerusalem

ticket, and I've ridden the electric train to go
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from Haifa to Tel Aviv. It's a little bit more
than the distance between Milwaukee and Racine —-
no, between —— roughly the distance between
Milwaukee and Chicago, but I've ridden buses in --
I mean I've ridden public transportation in Rome,
Pisa, Cairo, you know, Lemesos, Cyprus, but
pasically I'm a veteran of real travel from being a
kid. My father Alfred Walker took me aleng on his
job when he warked on the cld interurban train, you
know, went all the way from Sheboygan down to
Waterford and stuff like that. In fact, I remember
the first time I saw a cow when I was a kid. I
must have jumped three feet backwards.

But basically I've got a long involvement
with riding commuter rail systems and mass transit,
but the reason why it's sprouting in communities
like wildfire is because -- and also unlike light
rail, the divisiveness of that unholy hybrid is
largely absent from commutsr rail. &Bnd alsc buses
don't excite communities as genuine rail travel
does.

When I was at the X 2000 demo a few years
ago with the former Amtrak board member, Governor
Tenmy Thompson, the throngs -- the citizens from

Columbus was exhilarating and it was alsc
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infectious because it means that your community is
connected., And this is why the 32nd Street rail
corridor plan that the Working Group has has
received such interest, because the economic
development aspect of revitalized rail corridor
alone has made politicians and business people sign
on with Working Group on Transportation's plan
because it’s oriented around the needs of blue
collar and wage earning communities which form the
bulk of the plan. And just like the Metra plan
does, it widely makes use of an existing
infrastructure, The 3Znd Street rail corridor
which goes roughly from around Miller Park, goes
north just past Good Hope Road or so, this forms
the spine of a ready-made system, and it originally
was a highway for trains. You've got the river and
you've got the harbor, and you'wve got the rail
system, Menomonee industrial valley, you got this
upside down T, or take the train travel up there.
Later on they've added spines to take you every
which way, so wa've got the makings of a ready-made
system. You join that with Metra, you can live and
work == you ¢canh live in Milwaukee, work in Chicago
or vice versa, you know.

This is a trend that we should augment,
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and if we can do it by wisely using Caxpayer
dellars making use of an existing infrastructure,
and not these French hybrid -- you know, like
French trains that run on tracks with laser beams
and stuff. Let me tell you, the first time it
snows here, the first time it snows and you get
road salt and gravel and, you know, that black ice
in there, those trains will grind to a screeching
halt. We don't need all this nonsense.

Train travel is actually technology that
is almost three centuries old., The first trains
were running in the 1700s. This is a tried and
true mechanism. It's not some futuristic weizd
hybrid idea and that's why -- and that's why Metra
is something we look forward to, especially when
you join 1t tc the needs of cormunities with your
own infrastructure and your own commuter rail plan.

MR. PRTRIE: Thank you, Mr. Walker. Is
there anyone else that has not been able to speak
yet? Mr. Vandervesn, you have another -- a second
three minutes, Mr. Vanderveen.

CLAUDE VANDERVEEN: As long as the last
person's three minutes? I'm just going to make
this comment and I'm guilty of this as well.

People are dying to support cur addiction to oll
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today in the Middle East, and alse it'a killing us
by way of pollution and car accidents. I don't
know the figures, but I bet that riding a train is
an awful lot safer per passenger mile than driving
on our highways, and I would like to Jjust add those
comments to this process. 1 believe they're
relevant. Thank you.

Mr. PATRIE: Thank vou. For the record,
that was Mr. Claude Vanderveen. Is there anycne
that hasn't been given the opportunity to speak the
first time? Is there anybody who would like a
second thres minutes? Mr. Marker, Mr. Jeff Marker.

JEFF MARKER: Just so everybody is‘aware,
we keep on hearing about tourism, accerding to the
latest statistics I have so you can compare Chigago
with Milwaukee is that from 2001 when I called the
Milwankee Convention Visitors Bureasu they told me
that 3,750,000 people were estimated to have
visited Milwaukee for tourist purposes in 2001.

The Chicage Convention and Visitors Bureau reported
42 million making Chicago the third most important
destination in the United States. And where does
that leave Chicage compared to Milwaukee? Well, in
Gurnee, which has very limited public

transportation opportunity to get te, 35 million
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people visited, just to give you an idea compared
to Milwaukee, ten times. Thank you.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Marker. Is
there anyone who hasn't been given an opportunity
to speak the first time? Mr. Rapont, you want a
second three minutes, Mr. Joe Rapont,

JOE RAPONT: Everybody talks about being
subsidized. Well, health care is not subsidized in
the private sector. Health care costs are rising,
and cne thing about it, if these health care costs
aren't addressed very shortly, you will have no
businesses in the State of Wisconsin, You might
have tourism, but you'll have no businesses because
no one will be here.

What happened is when T started working
in 1966 there were 5,000 employees at Ladish. Hew
technology has come in, and it has affected us
drastically. I believe we got 750. Yeu had
Meyers here. You had Bostrom here, you had -- I
can't think of some more, but encugh companies have
left the State of Wisconsin. The thing is I wish
there would be a forum on health care as mass
transit. Grant you, we do nesd mass transit for
the public. There's nc doubt about it, but it

can't come out of taxpayers. It has to be
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subasidized by Amtrak or Metro or whatever the case
may be, Thank you very much, and T appreciate for
you listening to me.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Rapont, for
the comments. Anybody else not given a chance to
speak the first time? Is there anvbody else that
would like a second three minutes? Miss Potter and
then Mr. McAndrews. Miss Potter.

ROSEMERY POTTER: Thank you. I just want
to state for the record seme of the key points in
the study that perhaps I didn't get a chance to
speak about before. But in terms of the jobs, the
projected jobs, there are 147,500 projected jobs
located within one-half mile of the stations on the
Wisconsin side aleone. In terms of population
because this density issue gets brought up a lot
thinking that there won't be encugh pecple to ride
the train, but in the SEWRPC study there's a
540,000 projected population to live within three
miles of the stations. That's a lot of folks who
want to live near stations and take the Metra to
thelr jobs or teo take the Metra because they chose
or they don't want to drive.

One of the things that we've learned as

an organization is that young talent, those people
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that are young that want to live and work in
Wisconsin, they do not want to drive cars, They
choose to live and work in regions with public
transportation. By having commter rail in our
corrider, by linking us, by linking the corridor of
Milwaukee and Chicage and extending that alsa to
Madison, we create a corridor, a triangle, if you
will, that is so powerful 1n terms of the seven
characteristles that young talent want to live in,
that we would have the largest seven indicators in
the United States to attract and retain young
talent.

Those of us that are interested in
economic development, if you talk to anyone
involved in this field, you will find that what
they say is their number one job in economic
development is to attract and retain young talent
because this state is going to have a severe labor
shortage, so I belleve that commuter rail is going
to be key for the future in Southeastern Wisconsin.
Thank you.

MR, PATRIE: Thank you, Miss Potter.

That was Rosemary Potbter. Mr. McAndrews, I believe
you cnly had one threse-minute shot, so.

GREG MCANDREWS: I would also like to

Bl

reconmend you consider utilizing vendors -- Matra
has a very good track record of running trains,
certainly that makes a lot more sense than trying
to start something new. I would suggest that as —-
should you ever get to the point of selling tickets
that you consider an integrated ticket. The reason
I say that, I live in Kenosha, we have a very good
bus system, There's one right by the corner of my
house, and Milwaukee has a great bus system.
There's a bus that goes right by my office. If I
have to buy three tickets, my enthusiasm will wane
as well as just gets kind of complicated, so I
really highly recommend that you look at some sort
of an integrated fare system so people can get on
at their house and get off wherever they're going
to go, sc I wish you luck.

Certainly I know the funding is going to
be a tremendous difficulty. T guess T would
consider transpertation as a whole looking at not
just the highways, not just the rail, not just the
bus, not just the aitport, but certainly where you
get vyour money is going toc be a real challenge, and
how you implement this I certainly wish you well.

MR. PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. McBndrews.

Is there anyone that hasn't had a chance to speak
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the first time? Is thera anyone that hasn't had an
opportunity to speak a second time and weould like
to? Mr. Thaller.

MICHAEL THALLER: T would just like to
make a comment on the type of stations that work
particularly well, and I heard the comment about
the Lake Cook on the Milwaukee service there on
Metra. I think people might find 1t surprising to
know on Metra today what the east side of Chicago
locked like, what the secend highest loading
station in the whole system is of some 200
different stations. It's a place called route 58
neay Burora, Illineils, out in a cornfield a few
years ago there, that the Burlington Northern
interfaced commuter services. I believe that it
puts on 5,000 riders a day. Friends of myself went
out there, and we're amazed at the loading on this.
They'ze on non-stop trains in rush hour, run
between there and route 59. This is an interface,
a station actually where the lower line south
crosses a major highway, and I think there are all
sorts of possibilities for that type of thing on
this service. 8o I might urge that any station we
can acquire the parking be modeled after a park and

ride station with plenty of parking that's
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reasonable, if not free, on that and be medeled
after Lake Cock Avenue and 59, Tt's been proven so
successful in attracting passengers to the system.
MR, PATRIE: Thank you, Mr. Thaller. 1Is
there anyone that hasn't had an cpportunity to
speak for the first time? Is there anybody that
hasn't had a chance to follow up their comments?
If not, then T will call a close to the public
hearing portion to the meeting ftonight. Thank you,
Miss Donna Rank for being the transcriptionist
tonight and prepare the record. Thank you all for
coming. Staff will be here to answer any gquestions
that you might have.

{Proceedings concluded at 7:40 p.m.)
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STATE OF WISCONSIN }
) 85:
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE )

I, MADONNAE L. RANK, a Registered
Professional Reporter and Notary Public in and for the
State of Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the above
pulrlic hearing was recorded by me on the 1st day of May,
2003, and reduced to writing under my personal
direction.

I further certify that I am not a
relative or employese or attorney or counsel of any of
the parties, or a relative or empleyee of such attorney
or counsel, or financizlly interested directly or
indirectly in this action.

In witness whereof T have hereunder set
my hand and affixed my seal of office at Milwaukee,

Wisconsin, this 5th day of May, 2003,

Hotary Public
In and for the State of Wisconsin

My Commissicn Expires: June 13, 2004,

Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Commuter Rail Comments
May 1, 2003

Cudahy City Hall
Submitted by
Southeastern Wisconsin Coalition for Transit ROW
PO Box 565, Sussex, W 53089

Contact: Rosemary Potter, Executive Director
262-966-1425, rpoiter @ansiinow.org

Thank you for this cpportunity to express our opinion aboul a project we believe is vital to the future of
SE Wisconsin,

Transit NOW is a regional 501 (c) (3) non-profit srganization that works to improve linkages
between people and jobs, improve ecanomic development, increase accessibility, reduce air pollution,
decrease teaffic congestion and stabilize land use in SE Wisconsin by providing community education and
outreach, expertise and information, and a platform for the development of positive local and regional
transportation solutions.

Two years ago, our board of directors made a decision to prioritize our work in developing
commuter rail. They could see the huge opportunity that commuter rail has (o positively impact the things

that are core to cur organization and essential to the future of SE Wisconsin: improving linkages between

people and jobs, energizing

improving ibility and stabilizing and use.
Since that time two ears ago. Transit NOW's activities have focused primarily around KRM Commuter
Rail Metra extenston. We have dene research, met with hendreds of stakeholders and citizens, delivered

dozens of i and created and web site pages. We've developed many collsborative

relationships and facililated dialogs berween numerous combinations of stakeholders, government staffs,
elected officials and commumity leaders.

So it is from a vnique vantage point that we come before you this evening.

Over the last two yeers, we have been privileged 1o be a part of what feels like 2 great awakening.
Once people lsarn about the KRM plan. they like itl—almost universally. We've enjoyed working with
many people who are not usually interested in “transit”; people from all walks of life, the full spectrum of
political parties. How often do you see the Sierra Club aud developers werking together on the same

issuc?! We have seen this project bring cities, counties and towns together in a new spirit of regional
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cooperation. This is a project that we can agree on. It's bringing pecple rogether now and it wili a
connecling force when it implemented.

We have learned how important it Is that we begin to think and act like a regional comumunity if
we expect onr econemy fo thrive, It is simply a reality of the global economy. We've seen cities and
counties, organizations of all kinds, universities, and businesses all aiong the corridor making the
development of a regional cconomy a key priority because it is essential for cur future success. It is clear
that KRM Commuter Rail cun be a catalyst for developimg our regional economy. Out of the top 30 cities
in the U.S., we are in the company of just a few who do nol provide rail service for commuters.

We learned about “brain deain™ and how important it is 1o have young talent in order to attract
businesses and jobs. Soan, the brain drain issue will imensify as baby boomers relire in the next 5 -10
years, there will be only one worker to replace every two that retire. Unforunately, Wisconsin i3 not &
place that young college grads want 1o live, Amenities like commuter rail are important in creating the
communities that younger generalions are attracted to.

We leamned from low income communities how very essential regicnal ransportation is in lifting

people out of poverty. By providing ient, reliable, P

1o a sizable regional
job market and educational opportunities, doors will be opened to a better life For thousands of families
and children. The WiseRide stody showed how effective KRM comumuter ra3 is at serving low izcome
and minorily populations. For this corridor, where unemployment is a consistent and pervasive problem,
commuter rail is part of the solution.

‘We have learned that we could hardly ask for a better situgtion for a commuter rail routs. We
have gxisting right-of way with infrequent freight use that serves the central neighborhoods of cities in 2
densly populated cerridor of traditicnal communities with 2 major city at each exd of the route, This

ic markets in the nation—3f we

geographic situation aligns us with one of the potentially biggest
choose to connect with it. The service i3 planned as an exiension of the premier commuler rail system in
the United States, the Chicage Metra sysiem. The new trains will be assembled by a Milwsukes company
creating dozens of good jobs.

We leamed about the powerful positive revilalizing energy that can come with cornmuter rail
service——especially in cities, like the many on the planned exiension, that are already in the process of
revitalization. Commuter rail assists in bringing jobs, busimesses, residents, talent, shoppers, and visitors
that ¢an bring a quicker and fuller realization of their investments—and future investments. Property
values increase as redevelopment happens: bringing an increased 1ax base that benefits us all.

The most important lesson that we learned is that the Metra Extension is much more than a train,

1t is an intelligent i in growth—an i in ourselves as winning cities in a
winning region. The KRM Commuter Rail will edd value and quality of life to cor communities. Its cost
will be paid For by our impraved economy, cur increased tax base and higher employment, and by our

ability to atract jobs and talent. The Metra extension is an opportunity that we cannat pass by, It should

be implemented as quickly 43 possible so that we can begin reaping its benefits.

A nan-praint orgasistion
that adueates and sdvacoes
oz ranspariation aharnatives.

Key Endorsers of the Concept of K-R-M Commuter Rall
April 29, 2603

Elected CHicials

Mayor Norquist, City of Milwaukes

James White, Milwaukes County Supervisar
Teanspertation: Comumities Chaig

Mayor Antaramian, City of Kenosha

Mayor Becker, City of Racine

Mayor Glowacki, City of Cudahy

County Executive Walker, County of Milwaukee

County Executive Kehl, County of Kenosha

Caledonia Town Chairman Susan Greenfiekd

State Senator T Carpenter (Milwaukee)

State Representative Jon Richards (Milwaukee]

QA Shakoor IL, Racine Co. Supervisor, Chair of West 6th St Assoc.

Michae! Shields, Alderman - City of Racine

Robert E. OBrien, Treasuret - Village of biorth Bay

Jean Jacabspn tformer county executive]. County of Racine

James Serith fforner tayer), City of Racine

Dale Richards (former mayor), Cty of Oak Crek

Joseph S, Clementi [former Mt Pleasant town chairman)

State Represeniarive Peter Bock {formes legislator)

Edocatioral

Nancy Zimpher, Chancellor — UW Milwaukee

John Keating, Chancellor - UW Parkside

F-Gregory Camphel, President - Carthags Callege

Sam E. Borden, President - Gateway Tectnical College

iichagl Rosen, President - Local 212 Arerican Fed. of Teachers,
and Economics Chair - MATC

Frank N, Edgerton, Professar of Enwviromenta] History
UW Parkside

Business

William Perez, President & CEQ - § C fohason & Son
John Pierre Rosso, Chaicrnan - Case New Holland
Richard Abdoo, CEQ - WE Engergies

Richard A. Hansen, CEQ - Johnson Financial Group

RW. Posseh], VP Adminisration - Modine

Jum Parrish, VP Finance - Twin Disc, Inc.

Thomas Bernacehi, Vice President - Towne Realty

Fred Luber, Chaintan - Super Steel Carp.

Gary Grunar, Chairman - Granau Project Development
Michael Cudahy, President - Endeavors Group

Johin Burke, Chairman - Burke Properties

Jetald Franke, President - WISPARK,

Paul Matthews, President - Mareus Center for the Performing Arts
Meark Sonmaer, President - Gormac Products, Ine.

Dennis Barkow, President - Quinte Systems

Johu Hennessy, President - Hennessy Group (Mihwaukee)

Yince Ruffolo, President - S1.C, Inc

Eri¢ Resch, President - Stone Creck Caflee

Michael Stanich, Partrer ~ Lakeview Investment, LLC (Kenosha)
Kelth Johnsom, President - Pathway Development (Salem, WI)
Robert Henz), President ~ Mostak, Henz) & Bichler, SC (Racine)
Lin¢oln Fowler, Pariner - Alterra Coffee Roasters, Inc.

Sally Peltz, Presiddent - Legacy Redevelopment Corportation.

Economic Development Interests
Peter Beitzel, Vice President
Metto Milwaukee Assec, of Commerce
Roger Caron, President
Racine Area Manufacturers and Commerce
Mike Ruzicks, Executive ¥iee President
Greater Mitwaukee Asscciation of Realtors
Beth Nicols, Executive Director — Milwaukee Downtown ([BI0 £21)
Julilly Kehler, Community activist (Mihwaukee}
Mike Batten, Chalrmn - Racine Co. Workinies Tevelopiment Board
Paul Burkhardy, President - Cudahy Chamber of Commence
and Peoples Credit Undon
Guadalupe {Wally) Rendon, President
Hispanic Business & Professionals Association (Racing]



KRM Commuter Rail endorsers
Eronvmnic Depelopment Inferests, conkitied

Carcle Johnson, Chair of Advisory Buard - Sustainable Racine
Kathy lansen, Executive Director - Downtawn Racine Corp.
Dave Blank, Executive Divector

Ratine County Convention and Visitors Burean
Matt Wagner, Director - CATI (Racine)

Edward Huck, Executive Director - Wisconsin Alliance of Cities
Chiris Pawlik, Former President - Cudahy Chamber of Commerce

Chris Zdanewicz, President - Kenosha Realtors Association
Dorothy Bosley, President - Racine Board of Realtors
Darlene Cole, Imm, Past President - Kenosha Realtors Assor.

Faith-Based
Lawrence Kirby, Bishop - 3t. Paul Baptist Church {Racine)

‘Wayne Johnson, Former President - Racine Intetfaith Coaliton

Crganizations

Alliance for Downtown Parking & Transportation [Milw )
Greater Milwaukee Association of Reaitors

Historic Third Ward Associatioin

Metro Milwaukee Association of Commerce

Westown Association (BID #5, downtown Milwaukee}
Theatre District {Milwaukee)

UW Milwaukee Student Association

Downtown Racine Corporation

North Side Business and Professional Assoc. (Racine)
Racine Arca Manufacturers and Commerce

Racine County Convention and Visitors Bureau
Racine County Economic Development Cerp,
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Editorials

Commuter rail
service needs
to gonorth, too

When ider what T Wi will be
like in 10 years, one of the items that seewns likely 1o make
a blg difference Is the development of commuter rail ser-
vice from Kenosha to Milwaukee. Rafl service north of
Kenosha could have a significant economic beneflt. Fail-
ure to develop that type of service would be a hindrance to
developing new types of Industries and high-payleg jobs,

For several years, extending the Metra commulter rall
servica from Kenosha to Racine to Milwaukee has been
under study by the Southeastern Wisconsin Reglenal Plan-
ning Commission. In 1638, SEWRPC coneluded that the ser-
vice would be both ﬂns.ncmliy and technicaliy feasible. The:
plans have moved forward since then, and in December an
advisory committee voted to bring a plan o the public at s
series of hearings. The plan under dlscussion is for com-
muter {raing to use existing freight rail lines and to stop in

Somers, Raclne, Caledonis, Oak Creek, South Milwaukse,
Cudahy-St Francis (near Mitchell Field) and Milwaukee.

‘The public hearings begin this month, and the {rst of
them will be in Kenosha on Wednesday, April 23, al the
Mudrigrana Room at Gateway Technical College. Other
hesrings will be held in Milwaukes, Racine and Cudahy.
Each hearing will begin at 6:30 p.m, and be praceded by an
Qpen house from 4 p.m. to 6 pm, and a presentation at6 p.m.

Of course the plan is expengive. The projected cost to
develop the seryice is $162 million. It is expected to cost
ancther §10.4 million a year to operate.

1t i3 interesting to note that at the same time the rail ser-
vice is under shudy, 4 major expansion of the inferstate high-
way system Is also under consideration. The Freeway Recon.
struction Study Advisory Committes will vote today on a
plan to upgrade and add lanes to 127 miles of the interstaze
system, incloding the 12 miles of 1-84 thiough Kenosha Coun-
ty. Thecosmfthamhn isexpected 10 be more than $6 billion.

With that aa a coraparlaan, the rail service doesn'l seem
s0 expensive, Howevel, the two ltems aren't mutually
exclusive. The region needs both an effictent interstate
highway system and an efficient commuter rail system
golng both north and south from Kenosha.

Racine County Workforce Development Board
Racine Earth Services Corps Youth United

Racine Housing and Neighborhood Partenrship, Inc.
Racine Taxpayers Association

Sustainable Racine

Kenosha Area Chamber of Commerce

Kenosha County Workfarce Development Board
KenRail

Chiwaukee Priairie Preservation Fund

Hoy Auduben Society, Inc

Lake County Partners {Lake Co., L)

1000 Friends of Wisconsin

1000 Friends of Wisconsin {Racine chapter}
Albianee of Cities

Badger Assoc, of the Blind and Visually Impaired
Citizens for 2 Better Environment

Indepandence First

Milwaukee Area Green Party

NAACP {Milwaukee)

Sierra Club John Muir Chapter (State)

Sierra Club Great Waters Group (Milwaukee Area)
Sierra Club Gateway Group (Racine & Kenosha)
Sierra Club (National)

Wisconsin Center far Children and Families

The beneﬁts of the rail system to businesses and to
workets eould be immensea. i will apen up new spportunt-
ties for workers and new labor pools for amployers. Thers
are enviropiiental and other benefits as well,

Qng of Kenosha' smtadvanmgus is its location between
Chicago and M1 rail service
north of Kenosha would enthance that adventage. Fadwre to
develup tha rail service would detract significantly from the
advantage of the location. It doesn't de much good to be
close to Lwo eities If I's not ensy o travel between themn.

Tevelopment of Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukes commuter
rail service will help all the communities belween
Kenoshe and Milwaukee, but it will be of particuler simif-
icanee for Kenosha. This city wouldn't be dt the end of the
iine any Jonger. 1t would be in the middle of a much bigger
network, with easier-than-ever alrport connections. It
would be good for Kenosha's economy, and it would be
good for Renosha's qualily of life.

Milwaukee -
3 lanuary 2Q03

Give commuter rail a look

- True visionaries resist the (emptation to
see only what's in front of them and force
themselves Instead to squint hard and try to
peer into the future. Advecates of comimuter
rail have been doing exactly that. They real-
iZa that in the near future, pecpie In dense-
ly popuZated areas will likely need ta rely
&n both roads and rail to get around effl-

tly.
EeAs a result, they're wisely advocating an
tensiori of Chicage's Metra commuter
from Keneshe to Racine and Milway-
e, Fortunately, the idea was supported
‘st month by an advisory committee of the
wtheastern Wisconsin Regional Planuing
Fortinission,
< Speclfically, the SEWRPC panel recom-
%nded a tedium-jevel commuter rail serv:,
at a cost of §152.1 million. The feds -
So pay for 8% of consiruction costs and
4t §5 million of the annual $13.4 milllon
X net operating costs. The state would pay
Blr $10.4 million in operating expenses.
Fares would contribute another 15% to 17%
revenne.
~The service would provide about 4,100
eekday rides each week or about 1.1 mil-
Ton trips a year from Kenosha to Milwan-
kee with staps ln Cudahy, South Milwau.
kee, Qak Creek, the Town of Caledonia and
the Town of Somers. (Commuter rail reltes
on fiil-size trains running en existing
freight radl tracks between a major city and
s distant suburbs,)
SiMany rail cynies routinely argue that no
watier what form it takes, rail will never
;sg:lrk here, They need a remedial history

Racine Journai-Times
18 December 2002

course, [t wasn’'t alt that long ago when
commuter rail played a big role ln interur-
barn transportation in southeastern Wiscon-
sin. But we 2150 understand, as a recant poll
by the National Association of Realtors con-
firmed, that in order to attract riders, mod-
atn commuter rall mast be convenient, safe
and accessible.

One of the continuing myths about rail is
that the peapla who embracs it are free-
spending dreamers. Not true. Among the
many companies sotldly behind this project
are 5.C. Johnson & Son Ine., Miller Browing
Co., We Energies, CINH Globsl and Super
Steel Corp. What they and area businesa or-
ganizations — including the Metropolitan
Milwaukee Association of Commerce, the
- Greater Milwaukee Association of Realtors
and the Racine Area Manwfacturers and
Cemmerce, realize 15 that commuter rail
will stiynulate economic development by
making it easier for workers to get to their
iobs and for visitors and other patrons to
get to their destinations.

‘The advisory cormmunittes suggests tha
state take a laad role in this endeavor.
That's appropriate since this state spends
only $15 per resident on tranait for every
$100 spent on highways, far less than -
nois. But there 13 a hiteh — money; the
state doesn’t have nearly enough right now,
for ransportation or anything else. But
State officials must not use that as an ex-
cige to crawl inte a fiscal bunker and forget
about the future. Being & visionary, after
ail, alsc means thinking boidly.

OuR PeRsPECTVE

Keep churning ahead
on commuter rail plan

The proposal Lo extend comumuter rasl
service Lo link Chicago, Racine and
Milwaukee tock an important siep last week
when it won the fermal endorsement of an
advisery panel of elecled officials,
businesspecple and municipal goverroment
staff.

But the very next day Governor-elect Jin
Doyle; who was in town to solicit ideas for
cutting the stale’s expenditures and trying to
balance a budget weightad heavily with a $2.6
hillien deficit, was a little less receptive to
the notion of state heip.

“Let's just be very practical right now,” said
Dayle “In the next lour or five months I've
got ta balance 4 budget and there is not a lot
of money around for these sorts of things.”

We commuserate with the governor-elect
and his atternpts te deal with the state's
budget woes,

And we appreciate his lip service to the rail
link — calling it “very inpportant” and saying
the state should plan for it

W would submit as well that an extended
commuter rail line running up the lakeshore
Irom Chicago to Milwaukee is vital o the
long-lerm economie interests of our region;
that extending service will nct grow cheaper
over lime; and thal — America's
lungslandmg love aﬁaxr with the automebile
notwith
andmachncagoamaaremwereedura
pwre balanced iranspertation system.

‘Wisconsin's Interstale highway corridor
here has grown busier and busier in the past
decade amd is only a step or two behing the
jammed highways and ever-extended drive
tirnes in the Chicago area. That pressure on
our transportation systems will not abate in
the years ahead and we need to move ahead
now to deal with it

The proposal advanced by the advisory
pasnel last week i5 not the high-end modei. [
calls for extending the Metra run north from

Kenosha with seven trains per day in each
direction. The cost to establish service is
estimated at $152 million with eperating costs
af about $18.6 million per year:

The proposal now goes ta public hearing in
FEhruary and must also be approved by

ipa! and county go

Many of thase doll.a:s up ta 80 percent -
are expected to cote from the federal
government, which would also subsidize
about a third of the annual operating costs.
Fares would pay for perhaps 15 to l?pemen!
ur the operating cests, according to the

That still leaves some financial gaps —
ineluding just how much the state would be
willing (and able) to add to the pot. Those
issues will no doubt take considerable
discussion.

And while the state is grappling with a
deficit right now, the planning for commuter
rail extension will take time and actual
service would not commence for four to
seven years 50 the planning and public
approval precess should move ahead at 2
steady pace,

The price lag is not a small one, to be sure,
hut when we logk at that we shoutd put it in
perspective by looking at costs of
alternatives,

Widening or expaning our interstate
systern woutd be one such oprion — and that
is not cheap aither. Milwaukee is currently
struggling with a deteriorating Marquette
interchange, the crossroads at the heart of
the cily, and the price tag for rebuilding that
is estimated at $1.5 billion ~ a cost ten times
that of extending corumuter rail.

A belanced transportation system with
commyter rail would give southeastern
Wisconsin residents belter transit opHots,
enhance opportunities for basiness within the
melro areas and would in titne likely extend
to link Madison and Green Bay as well.
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Sommuter rail makes sense for Mllwaukee

n the subject of whether the Melra
nmmmuler rail line should be ex-

tended [rom Kenosha into Milwau-
kee, let us point out that this proposal is
not light rall. It's also not some liberal,
aamby-pamby “green” effort to steal
Wisconsinttes personal vehicles rom
our motorists” clenched grips

Taklng the train would be purely vol-

untary, and butlding the infrastructure
relatively inexpensive. The concept has

the support of busi-
The state of nessaroups. in-
Wisconsin

ciuding the Metro-

politan Milwaukes
should view
thisasa

Association of
project with

Commerce, the
Greater Milwaukee
reglonal —
not just

Association of Real-
tors and Racine
Area Mapufactur-
ers & Commerce.
Majot employers in-
focal — duding Miller
" Brewing, CNH, We
benefils. g oy 65 Med
lcal Systems and
5.C. Johnson are cn beard. It's also
backed by Republican Milwaukee Coan-
ty Executive Scott Walker.

Sq. yes. we join that cherus te suppert
the concept of commuter rajl.

L would provide the Milwaukee area
wlth one more transportation lnk <o
pur big econonic brother to the south,
Chicago, and several points In between,
it would spur development in Racine
County and southern Milwaukee Coun-
ty. [t would add another element to the
*transportation hub™ at the planned
upgrade of the Milwaukee Amtrek sta-

tion, It would give emplayers another
bargeining chip in recruaitng profes-
sionel-level staff Lo the Milwaukes area
because speuses of thase prafessionals
could werk anywhere with actess ta the
Metra line

The commulez rail issue is merglng
intp Lhe public’s consciousness because
an advisory committee to the South-
eastern Wisconsin Regional Plaoning
Commissien issued its recommenda.
uons in mid-Decernber. The committee
propeses seeking federal funding to
cover 80 percent ¢f the estimated
$152 million cost Lo lmprove the Unlon
Pacific [reight teacks and bulld enongh

teatns Lo carry seven round trips per
weekday The next step will be public
hearings on the study and final recom-
mendations,

Then comes the difficult part: deter-
mintng local and state funding sources
and amounts. Afler accounting for in-
come from fares. the Kenosha-to-hili
waukez extension wil cost sn estimated
$15 million per year Lo run

It's a small price to pay for the benefits
derived, and the stale of Wisconsin, -
nanctally strapped as il 5. should view
this as & project with regional —- not
tust lacal —henelits

Did we mention it's not lipht rai3?

Mih. cukee Business Jouwrnal
27 December 2002
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Appendix A-5

OPENING REMARKS AND PRESENTATION BY COMMISSION STAFF
AT EACH PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING AND HEARING

Welcome to the public meeting and hearing on the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor Transit
Alternatives Analysis Study, and specifically the preliminary recommended plan for commuter rail. My name is
Ken Yunker. I am the Deputy Director of the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission. I will now
briefly review the format for today’s meeting and hearing. The session has three parts: the first part consisted of
the open house that was held here this afternoon from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at which the public had an opportunity to
review information regarding the study and preliminary plan and an opportunity to ask questions of study staff;
the second part of the session will consist of a presentation on the study in general and specifically the preliminary
plan; and, the third part of the session will be the public hearing, with statements from those of you that are
present this evening who may wish to offer formal comments on the preliminary plan.

As you entered the room here tonight, you had an opportunity to fill out a speaker registration form on
which you could indicate your desire to be heard. If anybody needs a speaker registration form at this time, please
raise your hand and a study staff member will give you a speaker registration form, and when you have one filled
out to speak, also raise your hand and they will pick those forms up. After the presentation on the study and the
preliminary plan, those of you who wish to be heard will be called upon to make your statements in the order in
which the forms have been submitted. Your statement will be taken down by study staff and recorded. The
statements will be documented in the study’s record of public comments and will be presented to the Advisory
Committee that is guiding the conduct of the study. We will now provide to you a presentation on the study and
the preliminary plan.

[Staff Presentation]

It is now time to receive comments. This hearing is intended to receive your comments concerning the
preliminary plan. I want to emphasize that the purpose of the hearing is to hear your comments, and not to be a
question and answer period. There was an opportunity to meet with study staff and to review study materials
earlier, and study staff will be available after the hearing this evening to answer additional questions.

We ask that you keep your comments to about minutes. We want everyone to have an opportunity to
express himself or herself this evening, and if you don’t have enough time to provide your comments in the
_____minutes allowed, you may have an opportunity to speak again. If time permits, you will be allowed to speak
a second time after all persons that have registered to speak have had an opportunity to do so. When you provide
your comments, please come up to the front and use the microphone so that the court reporter and everyone else
in the room can hear your comments.

I would also like to point out that comments may also be provided in writing. Forms for this purpose,
which may be submitted this evening or mailed to the address on the form, are available from study staff at the
entrance to the room. The public comment period on the plan extends through May 16, 2003, and written
comments may be provided to the Commission through a variety of other methods. For contact information such
as a mailing address and e-mail address, please see the study newsletter available at this meeting

[Public Comment Portion of Meeting]
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#82226 v2

Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee
Corridor Transit Study

Public Informational Meetings and Hearings
April - May, 2003

Presentation Outline

= Study Purpose
= Transit Alternatives Considered
= Study Findings and Conclusions

= Study Advisory Committee Preliminary
Recommendation
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Purpose of Study

Evaluate alternative commuter rail and bus services
which will better connect the Kenosha, Racine, and
Milwaukee areas to each other, and to northeastern
lllinois

= Improve transit mobility

= Attract increased transit ridership

= Contribute to desirable economic and community development

Examine alternative means of managing, operating,
and funding these commuter rail and bus services

Study Advisory Committee

Counties - Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee
Municipalities - Cities and Towns in corridor
Business - KABA, MMAC, and RAMAC
Railroads - CP, UP, and Metra

Transit Operators - Coach USA, MCTS, BUS, and
Kenosha Transit

Regional - CATS and SEWRPC
State - Wisconsin Department of Transportation

Federal - Federal Transit and Highway
Administrations




Alternatives

Commuter Rail - Extension of Metra commuter rail
service from Kenosha to Racine and Milwaukee,
operated as a single through route

Commuter Bus - Improved limited-stop commuter
bus service between Kenosha, Racine, and
Milwaukee, coordinated with Metra service at
Kenosha and Waukegan

Combination Rail and Bus - Extension of Metra
commuter rail from Kenosha to Racine with
coordinated, limited-stop commuter bus service
between Racine and Milwaukee

Alternatives (continued)

Two levels of service considered
= High - 15 daily trains or buses in each direction
= Medium - 7 daily trains or buses in each direction

All day service permitting travel at all times in both
directions

= Commute to and from Milwaukee or Chicago, or any other
location in corridor

= Travel in mid-day and evening and on weekends

Shuttles to connect commuter rail to GMIA and
downtown Milwaukee
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Summary of Study Findings
and Conclusions

= Level of Service Findings
= Ridership Findings
= Capital Cost Findings

= Operating Cost and Revenue Findings

= Cost Effectiveness Findings
= Land Development and Redevelopment Findings
= Economic Development Findings

= Environmental Review Findings

Level of Service Findings

= The commuter rail alternative was concluded to
offer the highest level of service
= Most direct no-transfer service
= Highest level of comfort, reliability, and overall attractiveness

= Highest average speeds and shortest travel times for the
majority of trips

= Greatest potential to increase passenger carrying capacity in
the short and long term




Ridership Findings - Forecast
Average Weekday Ridership

Commuter rail alternative
= Highest - 5,100 trips under a high level of service
= 4,100 trips under a medium level of service
= Comparable to average weekday ridership on other new-start

commuter rail lines in United States
Commuter bus alternative
= Lowest - 4,100 trips

Combination rail and bus alternative
= 4,400 trips under a high level of service
= 3,700 trips under a medium level of service

Ridership Findings (continued)

Estimated average trip length
= Commuter rail alternative - 27 miles
= Combination rail and bus alternative - 19 miles
= Commuter bus alternative - 18 miles

Forecast annual passenger-miles of travel

= Commuter rail alternative
= 38.2 million under high level of service
= 30.8 million under medium level of service

= Combination rail and bus alternative
= 23.6 million under high level of service
= 19.7 million under medium level of service

= Commuter bus alternative
= 20.0 million

10
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Ridership Findings (continued)

Trips attracted from other modes

= About 60 percent of the ridership on the commuter rail
alternative, and about 50 percent of the ridership on the bus
alternatives would represent new trips attracted from the
automobile - the remaining ridership would be diverted from
existing bus and rail service

11

Capital Cost Findings

The commuter bus alternative would have the
lowest capital cost - $19 million

The commuter rail alternative would have the
highest capital cost

= $225 million - high level of service

= $152 million - medium level of service

Combination rail and bus alternative
= $166 million - high level of service
= $146 million - medium level of service

12




Annual Operating Cost Findings

Commuter bus alternative
= Total operating cost: $3.4 million
=« Total passenger revenue: $1.6 million
= Net operating cost: $1.8 million

Commuter rail alternative
= Total operating cost: $18.6 - $26.8 million
= Total passenger revenue: $3.2 - $4.0 million
= Net operating cost: $15.4 - $22.8 million

Combination rail and bus alternative
= Total operating cost: $12.7 - $18.2 million
= Total passenger revenue: $2.3 - $2.8 million
= Net operating cost: $10.4 - $15.4 million

13

Annual Operating Cost Findings
(continued)

Considerations in costs of commuter rail

= Proposed service is more extensive and comprehensive than
typical weekday peak-period peak-direction commuter rail
service

= Costs include all incremental costs of extending Metra service
= Includes new trains which would operate from Chicago to
Milwaukee and serve some entirely northeastern lllinois reverse
commute travel
= Includes trains sized (8 cars rather than 3 to 4 cars) to meet
northeastern lllinois peak passenger loads

14
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Cost Effectiveness Findings

The operating cost per vehicle-mile for the rail and bus
alternatives are comparable to other commuter rail and
bus transit systems indicating estimated costs are
realistic and reasonable

The commuter bus alternative would have lower costs
per passenger and per passenger-mile than would
commuter rail or combination rail and bus

The operating cost per passenger-mile for the
commuter rail alternative is generally similar to bus
transit systems in Southeastern Wisconsin

The operating cost per passenger and passenger mile
for the commuter rail alternative is generally similar,
though modestly higher, compared to existing and

new-start commuter rail systems s

Potential Land Development and
Redevelopment Impact Findings

Commuter rail may be expected to have land use
development and redevelopment impacts

= Commuter rail represents a long-term permanent commitment
to, and investment in, high quality transit service

= Investment in residential, office, and retail development within
1/4 to 1/2 mile of stations

= This investment would have further positive influence on
adjacent neighborhoods and areas

Potential influence of commuter rail is apparent from
experience of other commuter rail systems,
including Metra in northeastern lllinois

16




Potential Land Development and
Redevelopment Impact Findings
(continued)

Potential influence already being recognized within
the corridor

= City of Cudahy - proposed transit center

= City of Racine - intermodal transit center

= Racine County Economic Development Corporation (RCEDC)
study

Would assist in meeting regional land use
development objectives

= Through promotion of land use development and
redevelopment in central city areas including long established
communities of Kenosha, Racine, South Milwaukee, Cudahy,
St. Francis, and Milwaukee

17

Potential Economic Development
Impact Findings

Commuter rail may have the potential to help
increase economic development and growth in the
Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee corridor

The Racine County Economic Development
Corporation (RCEDC) has advocated for commuter
rail for this reason

= Would more closely link the Racine area with the Chicago and
Milwaukee areas

= Would better connect all corridor communities to each other
and to Chicago and Milwaukee areas

= May help establish and promote a Chicago-Kenosha-Racine-
Milwaukee mega-metropolitan area

18
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Potential Economic Development
Impacts Findings (continued)

Major employers such as S. C. Johnson have stated
commuter rail is essential to maintaining and
expanding their presence, and attracting qualified
employees.

= Improving accessibility to employees

= Improving area quality of life

19

Environmental Review Findings

Minimal or no adverse impacts expected from each
alternative

= Compatibility with existing land uses

= Land acquisition and possible displacements

= Low-income and minority populations

= Visual and aesthetic

= Historic and cultural

= Farmlands

= Parks and open spaces

= Water resources

= Biological resources

= Hazardous material sites

20




Environmental Review Findings
(continued)

Possible minor impacts attendant to commuter rail -
all of which can be mitigated

= Noise and vibration impacts

= Safety at railroad grade crossings

Potential beneficial impacts - through attraction of
automobile trips to transit

= Potential reductions in highway traffic would be modest, but
not insignificant - IH 94, IH 794, and Lake Parkway among
facilities with potential reductions

= Air quality and pollutant emissions - very small reductions in
ozone-related air pollutants

21

Principal Differences Among
Alternatives

Principal differences

= Level of service offered by each alternative

= Capital and operating costs

= Ridership

= Potential land development and economic development

impacts

Higher cost of the commuter rail alternative provides
benefits and advantages that cannot be provided by
commuter bus

22
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Potential Advantages of Commuter
Rail Over Commuter Bus

= Potential land development and redevelopment
impacts around stations

= Potential to increase economic development
and growth

= Higher level of service

= Higher ridership

23

Potential Advantages of Commuter
Bus Over Commuter Rail

= Lower capital and operating costs

= Acts as own distributor in downtown
Milwaukee

= Flexibility to change routes and stops

= Faster and easier implementation

24




Study Advisory Committee Preliminary
Recommendation: Transit Service

= The commuter rail alternative is recommended
for implementation

= Implementation should proceed based on a medium
level of service
= Reasons

= Commuter rail’s potential land use and economic
development impacts outweigh its increased cost

= Commuter rail provides a superior and more attractive
level of service

= Commuter rail would attract more ridership, particularly
longer distance regional trips

25

Study Advisory Committee Preliminary
Recommendation: Organization,
Management, and Funding

= State of Wisconsin should be responsible for
implementation and funding

= Service would be implemented through contracting with
Metra

= Funding for implementation and operation would be provided
from Federal and State funds with no local share
= However there would be the potential for local governments to be
responsible for station development, operation, and maintenance
as is typical of other commuter rail systems such as Metra

= Reasons

= Trips would be regional and interstate in nature
= Interstate trips between Wisconsin and lllinois
= Longer distance trips between and through counties in
Southeastern Wisconsin
= Trips would otherwise be carried on State Trunk and Interstate
highway systems
= Wisconsin Department of Transportation is the lead for
contracting for Amtrak Hiawatha passenger rail services
in Southeastern Wisconsin and has in-house staff and
expertise for contracting with Metra

26
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Study Advisory Committee Preliminary
Recommendation: Organization,
Management, and Funding (continued)

State legislation - State implementation and
funding will require State legislation

Other options considered
= State implementation and funding with local funding share
= Multi-County commuter rail or transit authority
= Multi-Government Cooperative

27

Remaining Study Steps

Report public comment and feedback to Advisory
Committee

Advisory Committee makes final recommendation

Final recommendation transmitted to Kenosha,
Milwaukee, and Racine Counties and corridor
municipalities for their consideration and approval

Final report and County and municipal actions
transmitted to Wisconsin Department of
Transportation and State of Wisconsin
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Appendix B-1

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED VIA LETTER, FACSIMILE, AND FORM
DISTRIBUTED AT PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS AND HEARINGS

Spoof Mo
| —% | _SEwRPC

May 16, 2003

P

Kenneth Yunker
SEWRPC

PG Box 1607

Waukesha, W1 53187-1607

Dear Mr. Yunker:

As the Southeastem Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission considers whether to support the
Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukes (KRM) Comtnuter Rail, I would like to express my support for this
expansion. The Commission has been presented many sound arsuments for the service from
Transit NOW and citizens throughout the region, which need not be restated by me in this letter.
I would simply comment that with the leve] of econiomic activity that is ceeurting between
Kenoshaz and Milwaukee and the many points in between, the time has come when it makes plain
sense to proceed ahead.

Quite simply all a person needs 1o do is travel along the interstate between Kenosha and
Milwaukes and you can see firsthand the level of activity.tjat {3 occurring. Businesses are
supplying customers, workers are traveling to places of mﬁplnyﬁem and eitizens are exploring
entertainment opportunities. Unfortunately, at this time there eﬂs&?én}y ene option on how ta
move between these communitivs. The creation of the commuter raifwill provide a sound
alternative that will reduce congestion, help the environment and [ am ¢&rtain bring relief 10
many cemmuters.

The Spirit of Milwaukee is committed to improving the averall image of the Gheater Milwaukee
area as a great place to live, work, leam and play so that we might grow our o%iﬂl £conony.
While we deal with people’s perceptions of Milwaukee by 1alking about the newr] ilwaukee, the
fzct remains that reality must match the message. Fortunately, that is the case wherWé ralk
about housing, the arts, education, entertainment, technology, etc. The one low poi
message, because reality does not measure up, is in the area of mass transit, Impleme
the KRM Commuter Rail will be key in making sure our entire story can be told.

Sincerely,

Dean Amihaus .A. .

Fresident

Fionatng Morrbers: MipwesT Exeress Sinnnns, Burke Faniy Founpatiox

sta, Cnamestax DEan Ansiuan
Mavor Tieresa M. Esrvoss Frankors Grne, Gary Growan Jasns Keavsen RopesT Minpavese  Micmazn Mosoas
S Mogy Wittasm Orero Renrcca Ryvan Lisps SEEMEYER  S1EvE SMirn Lvww Sprancrgs

A.Q. Smith Corporation / Amervican Appraisal A: / Asnerizech / Arthur Andersen LLP / BDO Seidman/
Briggs and Stanton ¢ CG Schmidt Construction / CPS Parking / Centinental Properties / Cook & Franke 5.C. 7
Detoirte & Toucke LEP / Ensrpak Foods, buc. / Enberg-Anderson Design Partuership / Foley & Lardner /
Godfrey & Kabn, §.C. / Grunan Project Development / Guaranty Bank / Haviey-Dpvidson £ Harey F. and
Mary Franke ldea Fand / Helen Bader Foundstion / HNTB Cory ozt £ Fobnsan Controls £ Journal
Communicarions f Kabler Slater Architects, Inc. / KPMG LLP / Krseuse Family Foundation f Legacy Bank /
Manj F Marsball & Hsley Corp F MGIC h Corporation / Miller Rrewing Company /
Mikvaukee Aveq Techwical College / Mikwankee Brewers / Milwaukee Bucks ¢ Mifoankee World Festival /
Muznt Mary College / Notional Busitiess Farniture f Northwestern Mutual Foundation f (rnui Tech
Corporaiion / Ouyx Waste Services, Inc. / Potawatomi Binge Casine / Quad/Graphics /

Robere W, Haird & Company / Rackwell Internatisnal / Roundy's Inc, / State Financial Bunk / Super Steel /
The Business Journal / The Endeavors Group / The Marcus Corporation / The Mark Tiswvel Carparation /
‘The Polacheck Comspany / The Richard and Ethel Herzfeld Foundntion / Titme Warner Cable / Towne Realty /
Usiklein Edevtric Company / U.S. Bank / Wells Farys Bank / WE Energies

RESDENT  Daniis Baver  Karilkrs Mureny Burgr

231 W Wisconsiv Avenur, surrs oo
Mikwankee, Wiseonsin 53204
TeLsPHONE: 414.277.8270

Fax: g14.277.8273
wun.spivitafinilmankec org |

Forind 7 40 utyswor i fo poowt surngiapad 21, {5 97 e oG

spar <o Ao (z sogd o fo sesqdeonsn pranesd 37 tor w (75 ands) pels

CHARTER MEMBERS

Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee commuter trains
subject of the WISERIDE study for the lakeshore corrider of SE Wisconsin
15 May 2003, submitted by Norman Siler, PC Box 278, Somers

Four hearings accumulating so much positive comment from the general public might
nead no further reinforcement for the Planning Commission's recommendation. After |
worked in support for the commuter rail option eventually chosen, my preference is well
known. However, the enduring nature of this decision and the decades-long gains K-R-
M commuter trains will provide for lakeshore cities and towns deservas mors than
hypothetical substantiation, as important as that facet is and as important as
SEWRPC’s role is in defining and verifying it.

Southeast Wisconsin forty years ago lost its “interurban” Morth Shore trains and by 1973
all trains carrying passengers had vanished here, except for a few Milwaukee-Chicago
trains which paused at the Milwaukes Road station in Sturtevant. Travel by train was
regarded as anachronistic. as cars became almost the sole means of tavel, aven for
rapetitive trips, such as commuting to/from work.

In northeast llinois, similar economic prassures on train travel were closing in, but the
concentration of trains, tracks and people around Chicago masked the deteriorating
financial conditicns for train travelers, even for commuters making the same trip to and
from work five days each week. Unlike Wisconsin, northeast llinois chose 1o sustain iis
comimuting alternatives, to respond to private sector warnings aboul dwindling revenues
and rising costs for commuter trains. By 1983, NE lllinois was adapting with tax-
supported cermmuter train services, with taxes supporting both railroad infrastructurs
and operating subsidies.

By 1993, the contrast in economic vitality was becoming clear — northeast lllinois was
paying hetter wages and building more homes and officas than southeast Wisconsin, In
paricular, the industrial cities along the Wisconsin shoreline of Lake Michigan —
Kenosha, Racine, South Milwaukee, Cudahy, Milwaukes — were struggling as multiple
factors burdened manufacturars too severely and thousands lost employmant at those
manufaciuring companies.

In 2003 we envision & new diraction for regional employment, leaving manufacturing to
othars and acquiring the learned skills and talented people that comprise the prospering
categories of modern society — just as manufacturing once brought prosperity to these
cities. But we must dsvise ways for attacling those talents, those psople, and surely a
preraquisite must be providing access to amenties and to other modss of travel.

For southeast Wiscansin, our planning diraction is clear: we must create a modem,
multi-mode network of roads, highways, airports and tracks which afford residents cost-
sifective accass to recreation and to jobs each workday. Commuter trains fulfill one
aspect of that multi-mode network, and Kenesha-Racine-Milwaukee commuoter trains
will begin & continuing adaptation which will cenvey commuters to and from jobs more
efficiantly, more reliably. Kenosha-Racine-Miwaukes commuter trains will link with
existing Metra trains and tracks in northeast lllincis to leverage our strengths and start-
up commutér rain service toward renewed prosperity.

Unlike northeast llinois, we are able to devise a well-cordinated plan in advance as we
add aptions to our existing, single-mode network of racds and highways. K-R-M
commuter trains will become the forerunner for a SE Wisconsin network of muiti-mode
travel and commuting, comparable o eities like Seattle and Dallas which set forth long-
range goals and construct travel infrastructure which eases connections between air
traval, bus travel, and frain travel,

Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee commuter trains will set an example for ather regions to
emulate, just as our 1950s adopticn of regional planning offered an exampla for others
to fmitate and improve upon.

by MNorman Siler
PG Box 278
Somars WI 53171
phene: 262/605-0135
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May 15, 2003 { - TFile Ref. 4500
Kenneth Yunker )

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Flanning Commission

P.O. Box 1607

Waukesha, W1 531871607

Dear Mr. Yunker:

Please accepl this letier of support from (e Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Southeast
Region for the preliminary ien of the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukes Corrider Transit Study. 1
would like o commiend the Southeast Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission and the Kenosha-
Racine-Milwankee Study Advisory Committee on the dedication and the Ml of the Prelimil
Drafi ion af Al ives document, The dr offersa hensive 2nalysis of a
iransportation systern through a particular corridor. The d ds the medium-level
commuter rail iternative which appears to meet all fhe objectives of the Kenosha-Racine-Milwavkee
“Transit Corridor Study Commitiee, The objectives are previding a high quality attractive transportarion
aliermative, contributing to econcmic and community develepment, preserving natural and man-made

cnyironmens, making efficient investments in public (ransit, and providing compatible connections to
other transportation systems,

¥

There eppears to be overwhelming support and desire for a regional corumuter rail service, as evndenced
by respanses heard at recent public meetings and hearings from political, business, and public entities,
The comments trom these sessions support the study's findings on the positive land use, ceonomic
development, and eavironmental benefits of commater rail. The proposed Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee
Commuter Rail would not oniy link three counties and three denscly populated cities with the greater
Chicago metropolitan area, but would also serve five additienal sontheastern Wisconsin communities
with 2 ttal of eight train stations. Some of these stations arc already in redevelopnient stages.
Implementation of the medium leve] of conimuter rail allernative would certainly lead to in-fill
development and brownfield redevelopment. The implementation af Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukes
Commuter Rail has the ability to make the linkage within the regional graund transportation network and
between modes. The regicnal ground transportation netwark consists of reewsys, highways, majer
atterials, rails, and trails. When such linkages are made, transportation efficiency is most achievable,

The recommended altemative of medium level commuter sorvice forecasts 30.8 million annual passenger-
miles of travel and ridership of over 1.1 million. The ridership would represent a reduction in total
average weekday raffic on streets and highways ranging from 0.8 to 2.6 percent with peak period
reductions of 4 to 12 pereent. This represents a reduction of 04 ions ozone- related pollutants per hot
summer day, which is twice as much as bus or bus/rail slternacive. These reductions are significant as we
mave forward with 8-hour ozone non-attzinment designations.
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May 14, 2003 Fotan o
Ken Yunker
Southeast Wisconsin Regienal Planning Commission
PO Box 1607
Waukesha, W1 53137-1607
Doax Ken:
Asa l“ P jation dedicated to ensuring safe mebility and
ding economic opportunity for state residents, TDA would like to express its
suppart for tha projest to extend Metra service frum Chicago through Kenosha, Racine
end Milwankee.
Comimuter raii will not only provide a vital Jink to jobs, education, and services for those
who choose net to drive, #t will age develop alang, the Milwankee-Chicago
etonomic <ormidor in Southeast Wisconsin and meke our state more competitive in
ting zdditional busi Thiz o and & will create jobs,
gemerate additional tax revenues and improve our quality of Tife in thia state.
In addition, the KRM project will provide a reliable and convenient alternative io Freeway
travel and provide congestion relief elong the Southeast comidor.
The KRM projoct demeonstrates the many positive aspects of public transportation and the
balance thal 2 multimodal system can provide. For thes reasons, TDA believes the time
inight for commuter rail in Southeast Wisconsin.
Sin%
Baob Cook
Executive Dirsctor
Presuders I Vier Presdeny »d
e AN WEDT O OSm omm, Gee
Tazeutive Dicecorr Viee Presidens, Puble Dhrestos of Tremaurer Vie Prowdent Presidenr
Thm?:‘nx;\d Indﬁrz':x:u T%::vm W’lﬁu:lq\ Counell 45, Muchy Conttzuction Ga. HNTR:
Developrumy Cor. AhA Wirconsin Handrickies, bne. Unlon Greve o
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Sterra Club - John Muie Chayter

222 South Hanlton Steect, Swite 1, Madison, Wisconsin 53703.3201
lclcpfmm‘ (60F) 2564 0565 Pax 1608) 250-4562

;W i Tubuarg

SIERRA

.m.‘l;}:!-lé The John Muir Chapter of the Sierra Club supports the $152.1 million
plan 1o extend Chicago's Metra commuter trains from Kenosha to
downtown Milwaukee. A clear cconomic advantage is the use of upgraded existing
tracks, eliminating the need for purchusing costly right-of-way. Additional sto,
Cudahy- St. Francis (with airport shuttle), South Milwaukee, Oak Creek, Caledonia,
Racine, and Somers will spur ransit-criented development near the stations.

The SEWRPC study report shows commuler 1] (o be alfordable with 80% of the capital
cosls coming from various federal transportation programs.

Commuter truins we safe. efficient, and quiet, The KRM Commuter Rail Mctra extension
is an attractive public lransportation system that will help to revitalize and strengthen our
communities. It is a transportation cholee that will link homes, work. shopping and
calertainment districts iogether, wnd provide jobs in our downtawns, older neighbortonds
and existing conununities.

Kenosha Racine Milwaukes commuter train service is important 1o SE Wisconsin, It will:

* Provide a fast, modern, comfertabie and fferdable travel oplion using existing right-
of-way, Rail gives people a fast and casy aliernative to congested highway travel.
Rail is less subject 1o weather and construction delays.

e Bemnaccessible and practicul alternative for commuting with 362,100 jobs und
540,000 residents projected within 3 miles of 0 proposed stations. Three out of
Wisconsin's five largest cilies me on the KRM route.

* Cutdown on traffic growth by offering more transportation options. Studies have
shown that providing more lanes of traffic does net solve the congestion problem,

»

Cut air pollution. Most train-ridership will be diverted from autos, which cuvse 753%
of the hazardous air pollution in Wisconsin

+  Be accessible (o peeple with strollers and bicycles as well as those with disabilitics oo
those who don't own u car.

e Reduce sprawl by directing future development to existing communities around
transit stops.

& Be amore cconomical infrastucture investment in creating wider highways, Public
investment in rail infrastroctore provides support (0 voadiways, aifports and pens,

= Advantages of commuter frains over bus service include preservation of the rail
comidor for the future, optimizing iransit-atiented development by using an
underutilized rail corrider (increases aceess points), providing wanspartation
<hoices that are off-roud (safer, less weather sensitive) and maximizing the use of
federal programs.

In addition:

»  We support consideration of providing more than the 7 daily trips, 5o users have more
flexible sciredules to chonse from. And service shankl start with not less than the 7
trip a day model.

¢ Provision of electrical pons [or computer use shoulkd be included.

e Accommaodating bicycles

+  Handicap accessinility should be well designed.

+  Provide sufficient connecting shultle/bus service from stations to work places thal are
not within walking distance.

+  Include the KRM cormmuter rail project as piat of « multi-modal traasporiation plan
for SE Wisconsin to maximize the potential fer implementation,

= We support implementation of smart growth in the communities along the il
corridar to insure adequate pratection of nalural arcas and wildlife habitat

We support the KRM commuter rail project o reduce (raffie, pollution, and sprawl and
00 provide a healthier environment and maore cholees for our fanilics,

Submitted by:

Rosemary Wehnes

Conservation Program Coordinator
Muy 14, 2003

e

Mmu”f‘":rﬁLiﬂ

Center st petorming

May 14, 2003

Mr. Kenneth Younker
SEWRPC

PO Box 1667

Waukesha, W) 53187-1607

Dear My, Younker,

L am writing 10 express my support for the Kenosha-Recine-Milwankee Commtuter Rail
Mectra Extension currenily under consideration. 1 have had the opporiunity to attend
briefings on the proposed cxtension, and 1 think it wovld be of great value in assisting the
performing and visual arts in Milwaukee expand patronage in the communities to the
south ofus. The availability of timely and efficient rail transportation presents a unique
marketing opporiunity for us in promeling to those areas what we have to offer,

In downtown Milwaukec, the performing and visual arls are fast becoming one of the
area’s major industries. In the Downlown Theater District alene, recent data shows that
antiual patron attendance at the Marcos Center, the Milwavkee Repertory Theater and the
Pabst Theater is over 1.2 million annually, genctating over $32 million in gross ticket
sales. The performing and visual arts have long passed the stetus of special events and
now represent a year-round, primarily evening and weekend, industry.

Analysis of our data shows that the high quality performing and visual arts offered in
downtown Milwaukce does show that patrans from notthern Illinois and Kenosha and
Racing Counties do attend events here. Foens group research conducted by Transit Now
has shown that there is inlerest on the pert of residents in those aress in coming to
dowritewn Milwaukee for its arls and cotertainment.

Scheduling of trains bogomes key to capturing that potential new patronage, and the
specific reason for my writing is 1o strongly encourage the funding and scheduling of
evening trains. Most of the evening performances in downtown Milwaukee begin around
the dinner hour and end between 10:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m., and scheduling of both
inbound and eutbound trains should reflect this. To do otherwisc would be a missed
oppartunity to generate additional business for our industry.

Represenialives of other arts organizations and [ would be mos! interested in dialoging
further and assisting in any planning efforts to link commuter sail service with the
performing and visual arts. Please feei frec to contact me if I can be of essistance in
facilitating such efforts, or if you need additional informaticn about our business and
pafronage.

Sincerely,

Paul ¥ Mathews
President

T ) aam | May 12,2003

Southeast Regiscnal Planning Commission

F.0. Box 1607

Waukesha, W1 53127-1607

Dear Sirs:

YES for commuter rail in Milwaukee!

Ais=e, T would like to see light rail for Milwaukee. We need to
get the public educated on the subject. In the future every

big city area is going to have light rail. Many do now-

We need a balanced transportabion systen. Yes, it will be mastly

cars. but it must alse include more busss AND light rail: And
commuter rail.

Sincerely,

Ronald C. Huston

246% M. Maryland Av.
Milwaukes, WL 53211
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A Racine Police Department
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Mr. Kenneth Yunker Document Transmittal Form
Deputy Director Trainlng QOffice FAX No. (262) 635-7729

SEWRPC
PO Box 1607
Waokesha, WL $3187-1607 =ATTENTION: KL
' Epdranspr  Seodpsn,
Dear Ken,
I am writing to express my strang support for extension of the Metra line FAX No.: ,

through southeasiern Wiscensin to Milwaukee. Contrary to what some
may think, rail is the mode of the future, not of the past. The need for
effective mass trazsit at the regional level is more acute than ever for this
area, and the need will only increase. We have refied for too long ona
freeway system thet is limited in efficacy by physical constraints, FROM:
economics, and valid competing societal needs. We need a new regional
architecture buill ot a base of existing freeways and new fixed—and
flexible—guidewery p ien. The KRM extension is ¢ssential to
this transition to a more balanced and clfective transportation system.
Out competing regions are already doing this; we canmot afford to lose
ground. At a local lovel, stations in central Racine and Kenosha will give
those cities a lift and kegin to reverse the decline started by construetion
of 1-94 years ago.

Captain Carl Pavilonls: Technolagy & Trainkog Commander (242 67889
Llsutenant David Smetans: Temaeny Livutenant 262) 8367720
Sergeant Michasl Payne: Truning / Recrutment Srirsant (262) 0337728
Sergeant John Polzin: Traning/#T0 Semgean 222 axs-rase

Officar Chuck Waltzel: Training Offow | Range Master [22) 0387718
Norine Young: Treining ! Recrukment Secremry (263) 8387744

[/ [

Funding should noi be an issue, If we can plan for billions of dollars DATE: g;/s . TIME: _ T ed P
of frezway construction with no budgeted funds, surely we can find a

fraction of that to build a facility to address new needs. Thank you tor all
the good work you and SEWRPC have done on the KRM project. Please PAGES SENT INCLUDING THIS COVER: =
consider giving it your sirongest recommendation for moving forward.

Sincerely, ADDITIONAL NOTES: _ Cawry D’y Gmp™  pgpde 72 snmi@ie,
_&ﬁ‘- .4 par-r i le Lak?

Steven T. Branca

Program Officer

Sustainable Development
and the Environment

iF DOCUMENT IS NOT RECEIVED, PLEASE CALL
262) 635-7718

53 Eagt Four Mile Road @ Racine, Wisconsin 53402
{762) 6353211 * Fax: [262) 81-3325 & www johnsantn ceg
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2469 N, Maryland Ave.
Milwaukese, WI 53211

What's HeW  werd ke to hear your commentat
may 11,2003 Background

First name:
Study Purpose sdtie dnteat: [,

. f Public
Planning conniesion Tnvolvement T —
Bax 1807 (= 'acine Polics Depanmeant
Waukesha, WI 53187-1607 3 ——

Ruports

Dear Sirs:
Froquently Asked
1 am very much in favor of extending Metra into Milwaukee. Questions

Commuter rail would be great Lor this area. Almost all

i ot
Metro areas have commuter rail. Contact Us
: : P Homa
Also, I am highly in favor of light rail! Some 16 or 17 cities
have light rail or building light rail systems. Why is Milwaukee [T Preasa include ma an your malling fist.

g0 behind? Meeda provide your cammants hefow:

I am against widening khe Mmilwaukee freeway!

T fully support the Metis Uxtansicn. The -'3
lincreased accees to the Milwauked - Racine .
Sincerely, chicago corridox should snhance the businass
anvironment and improve th overall sconemy of
m M the imediate area. on z salfish nota the move
/ i Will ingreasc our tax base and property values
Edward F. Pavlick in close promimity te the station.

[Over the past 2+ years, while driving the I-24

corridex dally. T have geen an increase in |
tralric without any commsnaurate plan to
|aloviats the copgeation. i

E

L

bt Forvrwr, sewrpc. Orp/ wiseti de/your_comments.asp 5/3/2003
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May 8, 2003

Kenneth Yunker
SEWRPC

P.O. Box 1607
Wankesha, WI
53187-1607

Drear Kenneth Yunker:

1 am writing 1o support the KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension in Southeast

Wisconsin. This train weuld use the existing rails and would upgrade them, The train

would connect Kenosha 1o downtown Milwaukee, It would be making stops in Cudahy,

S!. Francis (with irport shuttle), South Milwaukee, Gak Creek, Caledonia, Racine, and
OMETS

[f you have driven through Racine or Milwatkee you knew that treffic can be bad
es1?ecially <during the wermer season when there is a lot more constnction going on. This
train would provide a faster, more reliable, easy and more affordable altermative than the
crammed highways, Meking more lanes for iraffic doesn't always solve the problem of
congestion and making mare langs costs a lot more money in the long run.

This train wili also reduce air pollution since there would be fewer cars on the road.
According to the EPA 70% of hezardous air pollution comies from vehicles. Improving
the air quality would not only be beneficial to the environment and global warming but
also to every one of us living here.

It s becoming more obvious that we need to start using more energy efficient ways of
transport. The way we ase using up our oil who knows how much longer we will have
that choice of energy. We keep on putting imoney into building roads and airports but
wity not rails? 1t seems that other paris of the world have the right idea with trains like
Eurape. It would be great if we could hop on & frain and travel around the US es easily as
you can in Europe. This KRM Commuter Rail would be a great stert 1o making the
?hm better place. T would appreciate a response to what is currzntly happening.

Sincerely,

rndt Gt

Brad LaBadic

124 E. Cascade Ave
309 May Hatl

River Falls Wi, 54022
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Jane Hannemann

5/8/03

RE:  Kenesha—~ Racime - waukes
Commuter Rail Metra Extenaion

Attn Southeastern Reglonal Planning
Commisgion (SEWRPL) '

I'm a theatre actress, &6 Hell aa on-camera
and voiceover talent. Many job opportun-
ities 1ie in the Chicago market. When

I initially moved to Milwaukee I oftan
drove to Chicago. Soon I found tha
experience numbing, traffle unpradlcta-
ble and I'd arrive at tha audition tired,
sometinmas stressed. I étopped golng

to Chicagow I couldnt’t afford the Amtrak.

A few years ago [ sew an article In the’
Milwaukee Journal about Matra, T sterted
driving ta Kenosha eor Waukegan and tgking
tha train. It has made all the difference
to me, I read, relax;- doze, prepare for
auditiens or simply gaze out the windew.

I absolutely loved it &nd the price!
Ma#ny-job opportunities.bagan te rise,

i've traveled to Europe, lived in Paris
and New York and was often dumbfounded
on tha lack of train service to Chlcegeo,
Hinneapolls, Madisen and HMilwaukee. We
seemed so behind the times in furniching
affordable, effieient and environmentally
friandly rail servics.

=1- {1 of 2)

Jane Hannemann

RE:1  Kerosha- Racing - Milwauktea
Commuter Rail Metra Extension

I moved to Chicage April 1,2003, T had
considered living in Kenosha end taking
the Metra. Shortly aftsr the move I saw
the notice regarding ths ¥anceha-Racine-
kiilwaukee Commuter Rail Extansion, What
a difference that would of mede in my
daclsion to leave WI., I would of stayed
in Milwaukee,

1 grew up in central WI on a farm. Wy
father recalls taking thae train from
Edgar (small town of 1200) t¢ Random
Lake, Port Washington. It'e time to
bring all that back., Let's start with
tha Metra extenslon to Milwaukee, It's
regponsible, forward thinkkng’alben
re-learning ftam the past.

Slncerely,

Mot

Jane Hannemann
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University of Wisconsin-Parkside
200 Wood Read, P.O. Box 2000
Kanosha, Wisconsin 53141-2000

Othiga af the Chanostior
Phone  262/585:2011
FAl 6BHG-280

May 6, 2003

Wise Ridle

cfo Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
PO Box 1607

Waukesha, W1 53187-1607

Dear Wise Ride,

‘The University of Wiseonsin-Parkside is pleased to submit the avached writicn
comments regarding the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Transit Corridor,

We strongly and formally endorse the preliminary recommendations of the Transit
Advisory Commiilee.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Dick Oldenburg, Lenny Klaver
(contact information attached) or myself. Thank you.

Sincorely,

262-595-2211
CC L. Klaver
D». Oldenburg

fattachment

After more than two years of study and analysis, the Kanosha-Ragine-Milwaukee Transit
Corider Advisory Committes recommended extension of commuter rail service from
Kenosha to Milwaukee at & medium service level {7 trains par day each way). This
recommaendation was based on detailed research and information developed by the
Southeastem Wisconsin Ragional Planning Commission (SEWRFC) that produced a
series of Tachnical Reports that considered such things as transit ahernatives (bus ana
rail), ridership forecasts, capital Improvement needs and costs, environmantal and land
use raview, operating and mairtenance costs, social impacts, (inancial anaiysis of each
altemative, and organization / managsment of sach altemnative.

The University of Wisconsin-Parkslde formally and strongly endorses the
limlnary r i ati of tha Translt Advisory Committee.

Benefits

- UW-Parksida has more than 6,000 studants, faculty and staff, The majority
resides within the Chicago-Milwaukee cormidor. A substantial number commute
to campus on a daily basis {Monday — Friday), most by private automobile.
Cammuter rail offers an altemativa to this heavy reliance on automobiles.

- UW-Parkside has the most diverse student population of all UW campuses, a
diversity that reflacts the demographic charactaristics of southeastern
Wiscansin. In addition, the school actively ancourages retuming and non-
traditional students. Pringiples of diversity and access can be further enhanced
by commuter rail.

- UW-Parkside alsc serves as a “gathering place” for residents of Kenosha and
Racins countles for such events as theatrical and musical productions, business
exhibitions and community-based social and cultural events. Provisicn of
commuter rall offers a transit altemative to these visitors as well.

- UW-Pariside iniliates and participates in a number of business and community
collaboratives throughout the ragion. Commuter rail allows easy access to and
from the campus on a daily basis for panticlpants in these arograms from
Milwaukee tc Chicaga.

- The Corrider Transit Study propeses that a new commutsr rail station be
develepad about one mile sast of UW-Parkside. Transit shuttle ssrvice betwesn
the campus and the station can ba developed thus making use of commuter rail
aven more attractive,

- Day-to-day origin‘destination aspects of UW-Parkside make it one of the largest
1P ganerators within the Kenosha-Milwaukes corridor. Marketing efforts gearad
toward these petential riders can have a significant affect on the use of
commuter rall service.

RIOD42805
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Signiflcance of Proposed Somars Gommuter Rall Station

The Corridor Transit Study suggests that & new commuter rail station be develeped in the
Town of Somars, Kenosha County. The Iocation of the propossd statioh is slightly more
than one mile from the UW-Parksida campus and transit links betwean the two can be
easily sstablished. Implementation of the commuter rall service, along with development
of the commuter rail station, will significantly bensfit the faculty, staff and students at Uw-
Parkside. Bansfits also will acerue to business groups, community groups and the general
public who axtensively use the school's rescurces and facilitias. In additicn, the ragional
focus of the university, when combined with significant trip origination/destination aspacts
of the campus, will provide a sizeable “pool” of daily and weekly riders who will use and
suppert commuter rall.

The Regl Natura of UW-F and Its Rell on Transportation Services

The follewing comments intend to summarize and emphasize the aducaticnal, sconomic
and cultural role of UW-Parkside within the regicn. Tha institution prides itself on its laval
of access, diversity and community invelvement, and these attributas ars included in its
core principles. Implementation of a well-pianned, reliable mass transil alternative within
the Kenosha-Milwaukes corrider can assist the university to meet its goals whlle also
contributing positively to the overall quality of Iifa in the ragion,

UW-Parkside was founded in 1968. The campus is now part of the University of
Wisconsin comprehensive unliversity system, primarily offering a full range of
undergraduate programs, but offering some graduate programs as well. Its mission, then
and now, is to offar a full range of post-secondary rasources te residents, businesses and
manufacturers in southeastern Wisconsin and northeastern Ilfinois.

The UW-Parkside campus is located about five milas east of 1-94 in the northeastern
comer of Kenosha Counly In the Town of Somers. The surreunding area is primarily rural
in hature; howavar, recent extansion of municipal utilities has encouraged urban
devalopment at the edges of the campus, primarily to the south and sast. The campus
itself cansists of about 750 acres adjacent to Patritying Springs County Park, nearly 300
acres. Tha Pike River runs through the park and the campus. In addition 1o the river, most
of the UW-Parkside land is open space, prairies and woodlands. Much of the property
contains significant environmental features.

The focus of UW-Parkside has always been regicnal in nature and is best reflected in its
stogan, “Southeastern Wisconsin's University of Oppartunity.” The campus shcourages
“sommunity engagement” in a varlety of ways. For example, the schoal rightfully views
itself as a social and culiural gathering place for the residents of Racine and Kanosha
counties. Numarous events take place on campus that are designed for public
participation, including, but not limited te, lectura series, film serlss, art galleries, theatrical
and musical productions, spacial educational courses, guided fiald trips, corporate
mestings, band camps, sports camps, cemputer camps.

RJOC42902

W -Parkside is recognized as having the most diverse student population of all the UW
campuses, sthnically, racially and culturally. This diversity not only reflects the
demographic characteristics of the region, but, more importantly, it reflects the university's
commitmant to increase educational and cuttural opperunitias for all residents in the area,
in additlon, UW-Parkside has worked to attract and retain non-traditional students, such as
older or retuming students, par-time stutlents, students seeking career changes and
students needing full- or part-time jobs to support their aducational efforts.

Of equal importance is the school's willingness ta offsr its facilities for use by organizations
for public avents, such as trada shows, craft fairs, business and industrial exhibitions. The
targest of thess, the Kenosha/Racine Buginess Expo, annually draws thousands of visitors
from the two-county area over the course of three days.

1n addition to inviting pecple and events to campus, UW-Parkside also offars and
participates In a number of “cammunity outraach” inifiatives, The Center for Community
Partnarships (CCP}, for example, connects 'the resources of the [university] with the
communities of southeastem Wisconsin” through a variety of programs and initiatives,
including active participation with the Kenosha/Racine Small Businass Developmant
Canters to promote economic development in the area. TechStar is a collaborative
initiative between UW-Parkside, the Medical College of Wiscensin, UW-Milwaukee,
Marquetts University, the Milwaukee School of Englnesring and the Metropolitan
Assaclation of Commerce that offers research and support services to innovative
tachnology and life science companies. The Wisconsin Campus Compact is an
association of nearly 30 private and public collages and universities frem throughout
Wisconsin that seeks to promote campus-community partnarships by encouraging
students and facully to integrate their rasearch and teaching activities with the needs and
values of their local communities. The Exacutive Director and the business office of the
Wisconsin Campus Compact are located at UW-Parkside.

Most of the UW-Parkside taculty, staff and students reside within fifty miles ef the campus,
from Milwaukes to the north and Chicago 1o the south. Approximately 5,100 students ara
snrolled at UW-Parkside. On-campus housing accommodates about 765 students. Mearly
1,000 faculty and staft provide sducational, administrativa and operational support
services. The majotity of the UW-Parkslde "family” commutes to the school on & daily
basis. By dafinition, these commuters are extansive and frequent users of the Milwaukes-
Chicago transportation corrider. As a result, the campus is a major destination / origination
locus within the region.

Automobile access to UW-Parkside is adequate. State Trunk Highway *31" (STH “31")
{Green Bay Road) is a four-lane, divided roadway that abuts the westem edge of the
campus. Kenosha County Trunk Highway “E” (CTH “E"} {12th Streat) forms the southerly
boundary and County Trunk Highway A" {CTH “A”") (7th Street) defines the northerly
boundary. County Trunk Highway “G" (CTH “G") (Wood Road) runs north south through
the sasterly portion of the campus. County Trunk Highway "JR" {CTH “JR™ runs
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diagonally (seutheast northwest) through the wastedy pertion of the campus from STH “317
tc CTH'E

The central or “academic core” area of the campus is encircled by a private read, Inner
Loop Read. Support facilities, Including housing, student activitles, physlcal plant, athletic
fialds and parking areas are located outside this core area. QOuter Loop Road separates
the buitt areas of campus from the Pike River. There are four main parking areas on
campus. Purchase of an annual parking permil ia required for use of any of the parking
areas. One parking |01 is for exclusive use by residential students; the cther threa are
designed as remcte parking lots for use by commuting students and staff. Ona lot is
locatad north of the acadamic core near Farksida Union; one Iot is located southwest of
the academic core at the intersection of CTH "JR" and Cuter Loop Road; one lot is located
east of Wood Road. A university-sponsorad bus makes a continuous circult of the campus
(Monday — Friday) to shuttle passangers betwaen buildings and te-and-from the remote
parking areas.

Commuter bus transit to UW-Parksidas is less than adequate. There ara no regional
commuter bus stops at or near the campus; however, there are extansians of local bus
routes of both the Kenosha and Ragine transit systems to several steps throughout the
campus. Although sommuting students and staff have the optlon to transfer 1o these
routes elsewhere in Kenosha or Racine, their primary purposs is to offer local transit
accass to the campus. It should also be nated that the UW-Parkside campus is the only
intarconnect botwesn tha two transit systems.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Dick Oidenburg, Campus Planner
Univarsity of Wisconsin — Parkside
{262) 596-2259

Lenny Klaver, Assistant Vice Chancellor - University Relations.
University of Wisconsin — Parkside
(262) 595-2501

PRJO042303
| | 039 r&.@:sr o
= N P el e
v | Man & B0
H
|

B i
| § wcdh B mden Lo

B e o7
W ARkBIHA w2 o
S3dT-e7

| 7 Dj.g_,\ Si‘n!l
= vronls L T
Cleass Yo Builos_
BRI %\-xd E R L. S

TR e REFART

T T Tt M

- LS T e S
__ Sudtn o ok &
! o L g T o
5 Aenandiy Ml B Whaooab,

MAME 3 ARDel & “Lliglicae Nkt

Megre D Weseediog
[prd ~ (a3S ST
pfg{;n

ol WL

R 2 T
Lo s fosto o

me_"'ro- 'f—o m;fo\_mu/(ee F_\t_/_e_i

| }\enm\ o Program on WUUM sn F'r-‘flo.y
Zmay o3 called "Ar Fen”

KeaP me tf.l ‘Forme)/ ﬂan(( K)u,

: “‘)ARH\J St i AT Kow sk
L MaY -5 l 278 5. Autland Ave

| ST Frane)
1 wes WIcias

WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

May 1, 2003
Cudahy City Hall, Couwncil Chayabers
5050 5. Lake Drive
Cudaby, Wisconsin
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Written eomments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the reglstration table or given dirsclly to 2 SEWRPC staff member. Additlonat coraments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 NIS12
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 33187-1607. Corments may aisa he submitted via fax (262}
547-110% or e-muil at wiseride @sewrpe.org.

Thank you.

# B2298 v

B-7



WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY
May 1, 2003
Cudahty Ciry Hall, Counci] Chambers

5030 8. Lake Drive.
Cudahy, Wisconsin
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Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached papes as may be necessary, and left
at the registiation table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W23 N1312
Rockwood Drive. Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitied vix fux (262)
547-1103 or c-mail at isc/' e @sewpe.org.

Thauk you.

4 B2398 w4

WRITTEN COMMENT

P'UBLAC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOQSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

May 1, 2003
Cudahy City Hall, Council Chambers

5050 5. Lake Drive
Cudahy, Wisconsin

Name \)dkn C‘ﬂl”

Affiliation

M:

Address

AL U oy kedzf, W S 3¢ -A53%

Comment

Written cormments iRy be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages a5 may be necessary, and left
at the rogistration table or given diecily to 3 SEWRPC staff member. Addittomal comments will be
sccepted through May 16, 2003, and may be cent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W3239 NIg12
Rockwaood Drive, Wankeshy, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitted wia fax (262)
3471102 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpc.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

May 1, 2003
Cudahy City Hall, Council Chambers
5050 §. Lake Drive
Cudahy, Wisconsin
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Wrilten comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages 4s may be necessacy, and lett
at the registration table o given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, und may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1812
Rockwood Drive, Wavkesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Coraments may also be submitted via fux (262)
5471103 or s-mail at wiseride @sawrpe.org.

Thark you,
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

May 1, 2003
Cudahy Ciy Hall, Council Chambers
5050 5, Lake Drive.
Codahy, Wisconsin
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Writter commints may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and lelt
at the registration table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices. P.0. Box 1607, W233 NIS12
Rockwood Drive, Wavkesha. Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org.

Thauk you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY
May 1, 2003 I
Cudahy City Hall, Council Chambers i
5050 §. Lake Drive hi‘
Cudzhy, Wisconsin R
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Writlen comments may be recorded on this sheet. and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and Iefl
at the registration table or given ditectly to @ SEWRPC staff member, Additional comtnents will be
secepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1807, W239 N1812
Rockwaood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1507 Comments may atso be submitted via fax (262)
347-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpc.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PMIBLIC m?ORIM‘I'ION.!-LMEU‘[NG ANT) HEARING
NISHA-RACINE-MILWAUKIE
COR'RIDOR TRANSIT STLMY

May 1,2003
Cuduhy City Hall, Coeneil Chambors
5050 §. Laks Drive

Cucaby, Wisconsin
Mﬂmmm;ﬁmb -
Alilistion
Mailing Address RSO
La¥ G i s53154
i) aaer oD e . < . b T
(Blgina) \Fe . 57{1'/‘;; s s bl 4 ‘ .

o A{ZL.%MM 5 i emgm?S e Eefe) A LD v

2 4 el N\ el taal o &

dh?é.a{c aé(_éé_&é& _ . ﬁ%/
e

- it e bt

/2?41?4./- g&’z/ o o

il ﬁﬁ ﬁgim_m ) B A

z >
e S D —
>

Writlen omments nay bs recouded on this shoct, and on any anached pages sy twy e neecrsary, and lefs
at t1¢ regiserarion 1able or glven direelly 10w SEWRPC ataff member. Additanz] comiments will be
aecepted through Muy 16, 2003, and mny be sepLto U SUWIITC officos, PO, Bun 1607, W239 N1812
Ruckwood Thive, Wankesha, Wisconsin 53157-1607. Comumnis oy alse bo submbued vix fux (262)
371103 ur ceninil wt winealde @ sewrpe.arg.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STIDY

May 12003
Cudahy City Hall. Council Chambers
5050 S. Lake Drive
Cudahy, Wisconsin

Mame  M8. Myranee Hadjiniem

Affiliation

Mm]ingAddregs 3350 E Allerton Avenue

__ Cuydahy HI 53110-1016

Comment Commuter reil transportation would not ooly decresse the traffic
congest ion DUt woulé aleo Iwprove fhe ¢ir quallty In 52 Wlecomain.
[T ———r

situation for our health, our streap ievels, our dependance on

foreign oil, job opportunities, end busincss development. Lt im
The righl EBIing to &0l

I wvark in dewntown Milwaukee at Horthwesterm Mutual, and besides

“myself, RKave many frlends who commts {Individually) In their cara

4nd Xanosha aresa, who would be willing to try this (and highly

Llikely find 1t & smert and enjoyshle way to travel).

‘Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on aky atiached pages a5 may be pecessary, and Iefl
at the registration lable or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional commants will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, PO Box 1607, W239 N1812
Rockwood Drive, Wawkesha, Wisconsin §3187-1607. Comments may alsa be submirted via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @scwrpe.org.

Thank you.
A B2E80
AN T
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Kenneth Yunker May 1, 2003
SEWRPC
PO Box 1607

Waukeesha, Wi 53187
Dear Mr. Yunker

Thank you for informing me of the meeting to be held May 1st, 2002 at City Hall In
Cudahy.

T appreciate the oppertunily o express the impertance of the Metra Extension to our
community.

First, Cudahy has a stratcgic locetion to Mitchell International Airport that will allow
& convenient means of moving people from the south (as far away as Chicago) te our
airport. This in tself will increase economic growth to the airport, as well as growth
to Cudahy’s business community.

Second, Fowerade lceport has broken ground on one of the largest ice sport facilities
in Nerth America and will draw tens’ of thousands of youths, their families, and
fans from Chicago and scutheastern Wisconsin. The Metra Extensicn would be well
used hy this graup.

Third, the Metra Extension will allew a means of convenient transportation to and
from Milwaukee Racine, and Kenosha Counties for employment purposes.

Fourth, the Metra Extensicn would allow safe and convenient travel to the many fes-
tivals at Summerfest, the Milwaukee Art Muscom cte. and this would alse have posi-
tive influence on the City of Cudahy.

The City has designated property tor a train station and has plans for hotel accommo-
dations . restanrants, and entertainment that will serve the passengers of the Metra
Extension very well.

3569 East Barnard Avenue Cudahy Wisconsin 53110
414-483-8615 www cudahychamber.com

B-10

i 4
CHAMEER GF COMMERCE

Mr. Yunker, your considcration of my comments on behalf of the Cudahy Chamber
of Commerce are greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

3569 East Bamard Avenug Cudahy Wisconsin 53110
414-483-8615 www.cudahychamber com

WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes RooﬂT'
Racine Building it
901 Pershing Drive [
Racine, Wisconsin [
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Wrilten cormnents may be recorded on this sheet, and on any atrached pages as may he nacessary, ond Jeft
ar the registration table or given directly 10 a SEWRPC staff member. Addittonal comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and raay be sent to the SEWRPC officss, P-O. Box 1607, W239 N1§12
Rockwood Dirive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)
547-1 103 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org.

Thuk you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Grear Lakes Rogm
Racine Building Lae
901 Pershing Drive A
Racine, Wiscensin

Affiliation

Mailing Address L o0 (’)/12‘?‘074/ M

BTN T e

ML%M%M_M_.

TN ﬂ TS IVPEN K Py "7?1{.)'-‘;-“'

g5 AQ.::JZa_f.:? /nuu.&%,.,;f.,.? oteadns

Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and an any atiached pages as may be necsssary, and left
at the registration table or given ditectly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additione] comments will be
accepled through May 16, 2003, and may be sen: to the SEWRPC offices, 2.0, Box 1607, W239 N1812
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)
5471103 or e=mail ai wiseide @sewrpe.org.

Thank you.

WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARINI p—
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY
April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical Callege, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building

901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin

Name C.m aRis
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Muiliog Address_ =9 & AEARYEY =

Comment 4 At AL ‘&'{é‘ FEm s

WTilen comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary. and left
at the regisiration (able or given directly 10 a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comtnents will be
acceped through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices. P.C. Box 1607, W239 N18i2
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or ¢-mail at wisenide@sewrpe.org.

Thaok you

LEre

MAY—@O-28A3  15:23 CITY OF RACINE-HLTH DEPT. 262 636 9564  P.B1/01

WRITTEN COMMENT
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Raceir County Econowic DEVELDBMENT CORPORATION

Apil 30, 2000

Phil Evansan
Exwoutive Directer

in Regl Phanning C:
P.0. Box 1807
Waukasha, W1 53187-1607

Doar Mr. Evanson:

Thia latter is bamg provided a9 the formal comments of the Racine County Economic
Davelopment Corporation {(RCEDC) with regard to the extenslen of commuter rail in
Southaastern Wisconain.  Tha RCEDC is in suppert ef the Compltiea recemmendations
with regard to this imparant tansportetion sttormative,

The March, 2003 the unemploymant rate in Racine County was 8.7 percent, compared
ta 6.5 parcent for the State of Wisconaln. Tha Clty of Racine unemployrtent rete for titla
same time perlod [ 13.0 parcent. Since 1899, the recsnty complsted Racine County
Economic Devalopment Plan (EDP) estimates that Raclne County had lost over 3,000
Jobe.

In 2002, the RCEDC Board of Dirstlors #nd the Racine County Beard adoptad the EDP
{sucnrary copy provided hsrewith). The EDP includes seven challengas that we must
Taca in order to realize a mone sound sconamie future, Including “Raecine County being
the catalyst for the reslization of tha Mitwaukee-Chicags Coridor”. A $irateqgy in support
<f thls challengs i the implementation of the camimuter rall axtenslon thet I8 belng

proposed hace.

Commuter rail is crucial to the i vitaliy of h v

The concept of comidor gevelepment, 8o important to clties across the United States,
requires a trar tion irdrasdr w. While 1-84 ts Chicago and Milwaukes, Rk
bypasees both the Clty of Racine and the communities and suburbs te tha aast

The Racine County ic O Plan has endoread the imporiance of
carfidor The of tha reglanal . with [arge numbara of

pacple fiving and working In different cities, emphastze the direct banefit of a fully
realized comlder to businesses and individLals throughout Racine County. Recreational
and cultural opportunities that provida linkages 2 Chicego end Mibwviukeo ars also of
tremendeus impetance. A commuter rall line can transferm the cammunitias batwesn
Chizage snd Milwaukee and become tha catalyst for an economic and cultural
Tnaissance.

VAY. 132003 2:42MM .14 R

4101 WASHINGTON AVE., SUTTE 215, RACINE, WI 53406 PHONE: (262) 638.0234, FAX: (262} 6280250, EMAIL: seedeincinecountyedc-oeg
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The RCEDC commisalonad a study of the potsntial davelopment impact of commuter ralt
on our communily by TIP Development Strafegées 1t we have previously provided to
the Commiasion. Whiia thia study focuses on the development poterniial sureunding one
satien (Racine), i is mingful of the larger appartunity aesocitad with ail the stations
between South Milwaukes and the METRA eannection solth in Kencaha, including the
proposad second station in Racine County, the Caledonia station. Economic beneitt can
OCCUY 1) Ways that can ba mesauned quantitatively (such aa tax revenue) and In Indirect
waya that apesk to the vitality of a eity or 3 region. The guantiiative scerarios pressnted
In this report make a compalling argument that coats assosiated with cperating the fine
can ba—at least partially-—offeet by Increased development

Our study cited several impifcationa for Reeine Caunty, Including:

* Comrmser rail van have a positive impact, A confiuence of active public policy
and favorable real estate market conditions has Jed to suzceseful transfi-crionted
development (TQD) In saveral LLS. arsag i L
[2C; Portiand, Otegon; and San Francisco, Callfamia. Bassd on a review of
tranalt arisntsd development efforts acroes the country, those thet have
shecaedsd hava sonefetently 1) worked with market forees, 2) enjoyed the
tooperative suppert of transit agencias and kocel governmant, and 3) been of
scale appropriats 10 the etation setting.

+  The conditions for success exfst in the Racine sfetion aneg, The curent
devalopment plans far the slation = reg: of the axtent of iG impact
- are a viabla recevelopmant madal fr the aity to pursus. The use of tha former
Westem Publizhing Buliding to house non-profits (suppismented by cervice-
orlanted busi the ion of & tr raighborheod;
fran Iternatives for local and inkages to otrer parts of the
clty and county are all ehkancsed by commuder rail service. Praximity to bua
servica, tha avatiabllity of suitable properties for redevslopment, the currar? mix
of proparty types, and the potential for inoraaesd fraffio in the center cly enhance
the viablilty of gtation redevelopment.

»  Commuder rall and bransit-elated devalopment wouid contribite to the

stabMzation of neighborhoods eround the Racine station by Inoreasing

and i ¥ Mare than one quarter of
houssholds in the area do not own a metor vehicle. This fack of transporiation
atternatves (lkely contibutes to lewar labor force perticipation ratas, as wail as
cdramatically higher poverty rates and current high unemploymant. Communar rail
would provide access to reglonal joba for this population. Although
hemeaswnership rates in the area roxe during the 15803 at a paca slightly above

Phil Evanaon
April 30, 2002
Page Thresa

that of the courty end the state, additional galns depend on a continued rise in
heuseheld income levals, which have also cutpaced county and statewide figures
in the last decade.

v Ifan aggressive dovelopment statogy i pursued, the impact of the atation and
related development on propsrty tax cou'd be signiicant. Addhional property tax
ravenue ganamited by tranalt-crismed devalopment within one-half mile of the
Raoine atation i9 esiimated st $1.5 million over a 10-yoar period, an increase of 7
parcant over the baseline forecast for the study area (Goanario 1). Uging & mom
agaroasiva apm @ n witieh atak wark to expard development
cppertunities around the station and to fink thls development with other parte of
the community—the Impeact of Scenaro 3 could be s much as $8.7 millicn ovar
1C years, or 20 percant abave the baseline scenarie,

+  [fthe analysis Is axtended to a threa mits radivs of the station—which
encompasess virtualy the entire clty of Racine—the arnoal impact of a
successiul commurer rail ine would be between $3.3 million and $4.1 millien In
additional property tax revarua for the city. When this figune ls combined with tha
acanarion madeled for properties within ane-haf mile, the estimated annual
Impact of transit-arentad development would rangs from $3.8 million 1o §5.7
milllon.

A more significant increase in acohomis impact—beyond that demonstrated in this
analysis—wolld require a vision not unfike that indicated in tha resertly completed Tosk
Fores 2020 Ad Hot Committee Raport, Fina! Rapor! ard Recommendations for Efsctiva
Ulilization of Sharmd Revenus. Light rall and sommutér ralt stations have shown
dramatic incregves in property taxes, sales taxes, Increased smployment and higher
ecohomlc diversiication. This level of Impact, howaver, requires substantial
fedsvalopment on behalf of retad businesses snd commarcial services, a8 well as a
wider mix of housing and public amerutios to support station growth. The 2020 report
envialona such growth through the use of revenue sharing funds for redevelopmant
projacts. This approach to d le already a2 avid, by the
proposed conetruetion &f the State Street bus tsminal.

There were alio saveral impl for comidor d it and Raeine Courty,
Inciuding:

= Worklorgs maiters. A survey of several major Recine area emplovers indicates
that & large number of employsea fivs outside of the city of Racine. It i expected
that this finding will apply to othar major smployera in the regicn. As a resutt,
linkages between the communities slang the fake can be sirengthanad by the
propesed commuler ril, These (inkages will aliow the local and reglonal
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Phil Evenaen
April 30, 2003
Page Thrae

woridarses to grow in ways they could not If they were only able 1o drew en local
tabor. Serving a larger commuting population helpa baister the argument for a
Milwaukss-Racine-Chizage comidor, especially in light of axpectad aging of the
workforos and therofors, avellable job oppartunities.

« The comdor mattars, Regional grawth pattemns acroas the country show the
#cONOMIG iMportance of linkage of small and medium-sizad comeuntties to
{arger metropolitan areas. Tho potentiel for @ commuter rall ina that expands
fransportation atternatives can transform the Chicago Milwaukes cormider.

¢ Itis iikely that other stationa along the line, agpacially those with greenfield
déveloprment opportunities, welld realize higher gains than those estimated for
Ragie. From a cost-banefit standpeiny, the Racing Tranalt Station is net falry
repressntative of cther stations. The primary difrances betwasn the Racine
=tation and cthers includa 1ho extent of existing development, the possitility for
hew projacts, the proximity of ds. and axigting demands
on availabla space. By applying a methodology sinilar to that used hereln,
however, cormmunitiss can more readily estimate the tax base bansfis.

*  All ommutar rail stationa are partafs fo the oy in which they e locatad, If
Tidarahip o fmited to commuters, e potential for cities along the kne to benefit
from a flow of visitora to local buei is i raduced. The p
of eff-peak (evening) sarviea i the long run woukl Incfesss the comiribution
cammuter rall &an make to the comidor's vietty.

Evary station hag the potsntial to bs a ‘pulse center” thet, collectvaly, helps creats o
posiiva and powerful Image for the region. it becomes clear, therefors, that o strategle
rogianal approgch to KRM stxtions would be highiy advanisgesus. This mesna that
citigs have the potentlal to increnss property tax revenves (and, uitimataly, croate

and retail | opportunities) hy the waye in which they approach
statisn devalopment. Planning and zoning, tax Increment finance districts, targeted
incentives, ard infrastructure improvements are optlons with strategic implications.

“Theas findings make a competing argument for businoss and commLunity support of a
KRM commaier rall line. Shoukd you kave any questions, or hesd any additional
infarmafion, plesea contect me directly st 282-838 0247,

Sincerely,

Cetio el

Gordon M, Kacala
Exatutive Director
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Thank you.

RACINE COUNTY

OFFICE OF THE RACINE COUNTY EXECUTIVE

WiLLiam L. MCREYNOLDS

730 Wisconsin Avenue
Racine, W153403
(262) 636-3273
Fax: {262) 836-3549
williamm@racineca.com

POSITION PAPER ON COMMUTER RAIL
COUNTY EXECUTIVE WILLIAM L. McREYNOLDS

1 support the ceneept of extanding commuter rall service 1o Racine County. | balteve that having
commuter rall service in Racine County would assist tha econoric deveiopment of the County
and Southeastem Wisconsin, However, | cannot support any plan for bringing commuter rail o
Racina County that involves a subsidy from tha property taxpayers of the County, That is not an
acceptable oplion at this time.

RAMAC

Te: Kenosha- Racing-Milwaukee Commuter Rail
Metro Extension

Racine Public Hearing

From:  Roger Caron
President
Racine Area Manufacturers and Commerce
300 5" Sircet
Racine, 1 53403
262-634-1931

As president of the Racine Arca Manufacturers and Commeree, a Racine based non-profit assoc-
iation representing over 800 businesses employing approximately 35,000 employees, I be-
ligve KRM Commuter Rail is 2 must-have. ._for so many reasons,

The Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukes (KRM) commuter rail extension is a rare and extraordinary op-
portunity to help us become a winning city in @ winning region. Here's why the Metra extension
is a “must-have” for Racine.

Commuter rail will improve the value of our community. It only takes a quick look 16 the south

to see how property values increase in communities served by the Melra. Economic aclivity and
capital investments increase when people and businesses are attracted (o the convenicnee and ac-
cessihility that 2 train station offers. Improved property values, and new jobs grow the tax base-

something we desperately need.

Coemmuter rail will help to attract businesses and jobs to Racine. Today’s businesses require
modern, convenient and reliable regional access o a diverse and high quality workforce. Having
transportation choices and lifestyle amenities like commuter rail provigdes this essential access-

and will keep our college graduates hete and attract the bright young talent that are our economic
future. Young talent prefers jobs in locations that previde rail transportation for commuting, Demo-
graphie projections show that within the next decade, a declining national workforee population will
mean tha finding and keeping talent will be the most critical issue facing businesses in the United
States. Racine must develop the transportation amenilies that attract and retain talent and business-
es if we expect our gconomy to thrive, And, we certainly need to assist our existing employers with
good access to labor so that they can stay in Racime.

Three of Wisconsin's larges cities will be served by the Metra Extension and the entire corridor will
be betler connected to one of our nation's premier cities-Chicago. The educational, cultural and eca-
nemic opportunities that are aligned along the Milwaukee-Racine-Chicagoe roule are enviable, (o say
the least. Developing this incredible potential is a key pan of the Racine Counly Economic Develop-
ment Plan. The economic plan prieritizes commuter rail as a catalyst in developing this economic
comidor. We must begin to funetion as a corridor to realize qur full range of economic opportenity,

RACINE ARER MANUFACTURERS AND COMMERCE
100 5t Siest. Racte, W1 53403
Fh 120216341507 Fox |262) 6307432

v Cirdach e com

This is not just true for the cities with glanned stops on the train route. When cities are strong,
suburbs benefit. The entire corridor will become heglthier from the improved labor foree, tax
base and regional competitiveness that commuter rail can assist in building.

In our densely populated and highly developed corridor, we have few opportunities to significantly
imsprove mobility. Racine is very fortunate to have an existing right-of-way available for use in its
front yard now. Trying to obtain a new right-of-way for commuter rail would be virually impos-
sible. Costs associated with assembling such & land package would be exorbitanl, By using exist-
ing right-cl-way, KRM Commuter Rail can previde convenient and reliable mobility in 2 corridor
that hasn't any other viable options for increasing mobility to the densest populations of workers,
employers and residents. This right-of-way is an incredibly valuable nsset that could easily disappear
ifnotused, We've already lost one rail right-of-way that can never be regained.

Over 360,000 jobs and 540,000 in poputation are projected within: 3 miles of the planned Wisconsin
train stations alone. This represents & considerable opportunity to communitics on the route that
have ongoing unemployment issues. The very people who cannot afford automobile transportation
or do not have a license to drive would have access to a regional job market that is cureently vna-
vailable to them. The 6™ Street neighborhood where the Racine train station is planned is one of
many areas that will certainly benefit from improved access wo jobs and education as well as the
econemic benefits that the rail service will provide.

Commuter rail should be  priority for Racine, If we do not seize this opportunity today, we will
certainly regret our shortsightedness in the years to come as our city and region struggle to be
ceonoically competitive, KRM commuter ail is a small investment in growth that will leverage
huge reums for oue commumity.
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Metra Extension

Public Hearings
Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Commuters

Gateway Technical College Campus

April 307, 2003

My name is Morris S. Reece; 1 reside at 1439 Crabapple Dr.,
Racine, WL

Unfortunately due to a prior cammitment [ am unable to attend this
evening’s hearing.

My comments: I am in full support of the Metra Extension
proposal from Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee. Unequivocally, T
believe this is a part of a mature approach to developing our
economic and employment connection with the rest of the world,
clearly in an area where we seem to be so disconnected from fertile
economic growth.

Finally, this is an opportunity that will cost us less now and cur
children and grandchildren will respect this wonderful legacy we
collaboratively have left them to build on, for their future

economic growth and development. This is the right thing te do
RIGTH NOW!

Thank you A
Moris 8. Reece

WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 36, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building

90) Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin
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at the registration table or given directly 1o a SEWRFC staff member. Additional comments wilt be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and niay be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W23D N1312
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Conunents may also be submitied via fax (262)
3471103 or e-rail at wiseride@sewrpe.org,

Thank you

# 822883

B-14

WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
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Thank you.
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Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and oo any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registration table or given dizectly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional cominents will be
acceplad through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.C. Box 1607, W230 N8 12
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comtnents may also be subnutted via fax (262)
547-1105 or e-mail at wiseride@sewrpe.org.

Thank you.
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Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the regisiration table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff rnember. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, B.O. Box 1607, W239 N1§12
Raockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wiscansin 53187-1607. Comments may alse be submitted via fax (262)
347-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.arg.

Thank you,

& §2265 v3

April 30, 2003
363 B Point Yiew Dr.
Racine, WI 53402

Te: South Eastern Wistensic Regionsl Planning Commission

Dear Sir,

SEWRPC has heard many good reasons to go akead with KRM commuter rail. 1 can think of one that
perhaps hesiit been mentioned.

There are people in Wisconsin who dont want to live in sprawling development bound in by highways,
parking lots, malls and heavy 1raffic. Fortunately wa have an elternative along the Iake where older
communities, with narow streets and less traffic are the norm and 8 joy to live in. The Commuter rall would
keep our ities along the lake alf d ing and serve as an al ive for people who went to
five in 8 less harrasing environment apd with travel options, The difference betwesn living along the jeke
and living  bil &way from the lake ig sark. New developments jufand ace builk for cara - not for walking or
biking, niot far the sufety of children, not for ease of shopping, not for community,

! SE Wisconain is ping along the lines of Los Angles which has just bsen declared the
worst city in the US in which 10 live. 1t is fiving proof that & metwork of highways to the nth degree does
20t solve traffic problems - but compaunds them by encouraging sprawl and the resulting traffic gridiock, I
know, ] lived thers for & few years. One would think that the LA expericnce would have wamed other
cities and stetes not 1o rely on freeways elone as a means of moving people around,

I'ehink that to spare Wisconsin from the fate of southern Cafifornia, we need to procede with KRM 45 soon
4 possible bub not stop there. We need WisDOT ta adopt an all over stradegy for  basic commuter rail
systom in the state lnking our major cities. Business and housing tend to Rlack asound depots wiich many
would find a preferable way to five and work. It would help contain sprasl and give purpose and unity to
development,

Yaurs troly,

T e, Pt
Nancy Dueﬂlmf
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Written conmments may b recorded on this shest, aud ot any attached pages os may be necessary, and left
at the registration table o given directly to a SEWRFC staff member. Additional comrents will be
accepted thrangh May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWREC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 NI&I12
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin $3187-1607. Comiments may 2lso be submitted via fux 262}
347-1103 or e-mail al wiseride® sewrpe.org.

Thank yoo.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND REARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30,2003
Racine Gaceway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racinc Builing
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin

Coiomaent
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Z

Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be nacessary, and left
at the registration able o given dircetly to a SEWRPC staff member, Additional comments will be
agerpted through May 16, 2003, aud may he sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W2359 N1812
Rackwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 33187-1607. Cominents may also be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wissride @sewrpe.org.

Thank you.
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WRETTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

Apeil 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building

901 Pershtng Drive
Racine, Wisconsin
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Written conments may be recerded on this sheet, and an any sutached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registeation table or given dircetly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent 1o the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box [607, W239 Ni8I2
Rockwoad Divtve, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53I187-1007. Comments may also be submitted via fax {262)
5471103 or e-mail at wiseride ®sewrpe.org,

‘Thank you.
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WRITTEN COGMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIIMOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wiscansin

Narng \AM(&-J B f\_l T oess
[

T

Affiliation

Mailing Address 265 Pl €0 SEp Yaucn Pl

VA s ua Y F34qa & - 20T
Commisnt U 5uDfobm -tz Foe ban fumdisort Ay s oF
Al ~ A R L) - il

Cileate hpog My mnn e oe o ToE
EOpOmN e AP Era NP I AR GG oS
Ao Rk, e TS 2 Lamy Us€  Acy
Lo g T WAk TPrEE BEEpSEIEACAAL, TP
Ao £ oraptim o

/\MW ‘j)ov" fj
A —

Written comments may be recorded on this sheet,fans uny IAched pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registration Lable or given ditectly 0 s SE staff member. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2007, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1812
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin §3187-1607, Comments 1oay also be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or ¢-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org.

Thank you
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WRITTEN COMMENE

FUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKER
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin

Name IIELNAIG’W

Affiilation

Miling Address Im LAke, Agﬁ‘.
by

Comment S i‘pza K(?_ g lw/gfr“/‘/{m
Darmia.

Written comments may be recorded oo this sheet, and on uny attached pages a5 may be neeessary, and Left
at the registraticn table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member, Additionz| comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, PO Box 1607, W230 N1812
Raockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53 187-16(17. Comments may also be submitied via fax (262)
547-1103 or e~mail at wiseride@sewrpe.org,

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWATUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDBY

Agpril 33, 2603
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great I akes Room
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin

Name JE;A/ Al é’f’m pr”

Affiliation

WHER coniments may be recorded on this shest, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and ieft
at the registration table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff membor. Additional comments will be
accepted through May L6, 2003, and may ke sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.0O. Box 1607, W39 N1812
Rockwoed Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments tay also be submitted via fax (262)
5471103 or e-mail ot wiseride @ sewrpe.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIMOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Techuical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wiseonsin
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Maiting address YT I IAMVHATIRN FiE
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Written conuments may be tecorded on this shieet, and on any attached pages as may be netessary, and left
st the registrauon wble or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additiona) comments will be
aceepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N18L2
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 33187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)
347-1103 or ¢-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENQOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsio
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Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached peges as may be necessary, and left
at the vegistration table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional conunents will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent wo the SEWRPC oftices, P.C. Box 1607, W239 N182
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitied via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride@scwrpe.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Grear Lakes Room
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin

Name FHeEsrry p LARSEA

Alfiliation

Mailing Address & #

Racene | we, F3Hot

Comment”

Written comiments may b recorded on this sheet, and on any atlachsd pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registration table or given directly to a SEWRPC stail member. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 6, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, PO Box 1607, W232 N1R12
Rockwood Drive. Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262}
5471103 or e-mail at wiscride @ sewepe.org.

Thaak you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building

901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin

Name ‘\'\L\S \) R\AK[(—
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Written comiments may beﬁ)cm on this sheet‘\a\nd OR an%l&ﬁlﬂ‘é&sﬁﬁ%@e nECe: ar\yN i}l%lﬂ%we'
at tite regisiration table or given directly to o SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be

aceepted through May 16, 2003, and may ba sent to the SEWRPC offices, PO, Box 1607, W239 N1§12
Rockweod Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via Fux (267)
547-1102 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA -RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

Aprl 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
TRacine, Wisconsin
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Written comnwents may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registration rable or given directly to 4 SEWRPC staff member, Additional comments will be
aceepted through May 16, 2002, and may be sent te the SEWRPC oifices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 NigI2
Rockwond Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin $3187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax {262)
347-1163 or e-mail at wiseride @sewipe.olg.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin
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Writien comments may be recorded oo this shest, and om any attached pages as may be npcassary, and left
ar the registration tuble or given directly 1o a SEWRPC stafl member. Additional comments will be
wecopted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W29 N 1212
Rockwond Drive, Wankesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitied via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org.

Thank yoo.
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RACINE COLNTY COUAT HOUSE
931

COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. PHONE 414-636-3571

Racine Sounty Gourmouse Tall Fres
1002139202

Tesumony from Supervisor Diane M, Lange
Racine County Board, District 3

Re: Metra Rail Hearing
April 30, 2003

Gateway Technicai College
Racine, Wisconsin

My comments support the need for the Mefra rail expansion project that will
better link cur community to the Milwaukee-Chicage corridor. Racine
County has engaged in implementing a vigorous economic plan to enerpize
the economic engine for our area. This Metra expansion project is a critical
component to this plan.

We have strong educational, business, and community partners that help us
to provide an increasingly well-trained workforce as well as heip provide the
intellectual capital to generate innovative ideas and ways of doing things.
Through the leadership of the Racine County Economic Development
Corporatian in which Racine Coanty government is a strong partner, we arc
working creatively outside of the “Racine County” box and seeing the need
to think more regionally to grow an economy. We want to strengthen our
connections to other educational, cultural, business, and worker interests in
this Milwaukee-Chicago corrider.

Last sammer, in June, our county board received a briefing on the
Seutheastzrn, Wisconsin Regional Freeway Sysiem Reconstruction Study and
Preliminary Recommended Plan, The 270-mile freeway system is nearing
the end of its service life and will be requizing major reconstruction. Part of
the regional plan prepared by the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning

Raging County Uses 700% Recycled Peper

Commission called for us to figure out ways to curtail spraw! and
significantly expand public transit. Even if light rail and commuter rai} are
cxpanded, they predict increased congestion and fresway traffic volume.

The estimated cost for this freeway reconstruction was an eye-popping $6.25
billien dollars over 30 years if an additional two lanes are added to 127
miles of the freeway. 1f we just reconstruct and meet the modern design
standards with no additional lanes, that amount would be reduced by 12% of
that cost, but congestion would be much ugher. “Rear-end crash rates are 5-
15 times higher on congested freeway segmenis” according to that report.

Meanwhile the American Lung Association gave aur county an “F” for air
quality. Increased auto congestion is one important contributor to this. As a
public hezlth rurse and a county board supervisor, f am concerned about the
lealth as well as financial impact of this. This poor air quality in six
counties in Southeastern Wisconsin and “severe ozone non-attzinment” for
our transportation system status are already limiting local business from
expanding or relocating to our area, Expanding public transit is a key task
that we must engage in if this is to be turned arpund.

Our neighbor, the state of Illinois, received $450 million from the US
government for rail support. Our state noeds 1o more aggressively go after
this money and put a priority on getting a comprehensive rail plan
developed. [ believe our federal legislative officials will then be successful
in getling Wisconsin a more fair slice of the federal tax pie to meet the
transportation needs of our region

Getting the Metra Rail expansion will help us provide part of the
infrastructure needed to retain and attract business to grow our economy and
improve our environment. We have not failed to plan, and we don't plan to
fail.

Thanks for your time.

Sincerely Yours,
JenAe L
1ane M. Lange

2908 Ruby Ave.
Racine, WT 53402
262.635.0356



WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
acine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin
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Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and oi any atached pages as may be necessary. and left
at the registration Luble or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comunents will be
accepled through May 16, 2003, and may be sent 10 the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W230 NI1812
Rockwood Drive, Watkesha, Wisconsin 531871607, Cormments may also be submitted viz fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @ sewrpe.org

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2002
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin
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Written comments may be recordad on this shest, and on any attached pages as may be necessury, and left
at the registration table or given ditectly 10 a SEWRPC stull memnber, Adiirional comments will be
aceepted thraugh May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.0. Bax 1607, W239 N1812
Reckwood Drive, Wankesha, Wisconsin $3187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)
347-1103 or e-mail at wisenide @sewrpe.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING

KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building

901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin
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Written conments may be recorded on this sheet, and on uny attached pages us may be necessary, and left
at the registration table or given directly to 2 SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2002, and may be sent (o the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 M1§I12
Rockwood Dirive, Wankesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262}
$47-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @ sewrpe.osg.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
ENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical Callege, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin
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Written conuments tay be recorded on this sheet, and on any atiached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the regisiralion table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be
accepted through May [6, 2003, and may be sent (o the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N#§12
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wiscoasin 53187-16007. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail ut wiserlde @sewrpe.org.

Thank yau

¥ 82288 v3
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY
April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Ratine, Wisconsin
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Wrikten commencs may be recorded on this sheet, and on any dttdched pages as may be necessary, and left

at the regisiration table or given directly to a SEWRPC stalf member. Additional comments will be

acceped through May 16, 2003, and may be sent 10 the SEWRPC offices, PO, Box 1607, W239 N1812

Rockwood Drive, Waokesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607, Comments may also be submitted via fax (262} 7‘,0

i A
547-1103 or e-mall at wiseride @sewrpe.org.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRII:OR TRANSIT STUDY

Aprtt 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Rucine, Wisconsin
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‘Written comments may be recorded on this shest, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
al the registration table or given directly to a SEWRPC elaff member. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be senl to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1312
Rockwood Drive, Wankesha, Wisconsin 33 187-1607. Comments may alsc be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org.

Thank you.

1 B2298 3

HISPANIC BUSINESS & PROFESSIONALS ASSOCIATION, INC.
833 Lombard Avenue Ratine, Wisconsin 534024056
{262) 681-9730 e-mail mrendon@wi.net

Good afternoon, thank you for coming here and allowing us to contribyte
our input on the importance of the K~R-M comrauter rail.

Governor Doyle was here this past Friday and had a great cross
representation of Racine County. He used the analogy of the states
econonty 10 the injured Eagle that was nurtured back to hezlth and released
back mto the wild.

I would like to use that same analogy to describe the econcemic status of our
minerity community...however, the difference between the eagle
representing the minority community here and the one representing the state
is that while the one representing the state was nurtured back to complete
health, our eagle is only nurtured with a band aid...a band aid which will last
for a brief moment and then fall off, revealing the injury that has been there
all aleng.

The Racine minority community has one of the highest unemployment
ratings in the state...the Racine-Kenosha-Milwaukee Commuter rail would
provide the transportation opportunities that seriously hinder our community
when seeking employment someplace other than Racine. When people have
jobs, everybody wins.

We view this as more than a band aid...it is a means to and end... .an end
that will provide hope for persons who will use it to go to jobs, visit relatives
liviag between the Milwaukee-Chicago Corridor... Please let us do what ever
needs 1o be done to see that this project comes into being.

Respect{ylly,

Guadalufie {Wally) Rendon, President
Hispanic Business and Professionals Association, [nc.
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PUBLAC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILW4UKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building
907 Pecshing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin
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Wiitten commiants muy be reporded on this sheet, and on any attzched pages as may be necessary, and Jeft
at the registration table o given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additinnal comments will be
accepted throngh May 16, 2003, and may be sent 1o the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1§12
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 52187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)
547-1143 or e-mail at wireride@sevapeorg.

Thank you.
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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Grear Lakes Room
Rucine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin
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accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1§I2Z
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 33187-1607. Comments may also be submilted via fax (262}
547-1103 or c-maik at wiseride@sewrpe.org.

“Thank you.
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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKER
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Roem
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin
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Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached puges u5 may be necessary, and left
ar the registration table or given dbectly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2007, 2and may be sen to the SEWRPC offices, PO Box 1607, W239 N1812
Rockwood Drive, Waukeshs, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submicted via fax (2623
347-1103 or ¢-mail at wiseride@sewrpe.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

Apr] 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Ruom
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin
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‘Written cotnments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
4t the regisiration table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member.  Additional comments will be
accepred throvgh May 16, 2002, and may be sent (o the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W210 NIg12
Rockweod Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 33187-1607. Comments may aiso be submitted via fax (2623
547-1102 or ¢-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org.

Thank you,
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENQSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY
April 30, 2003
Racine Gatewzy Technical College, Great Lakes Room
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin
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Written comments may be recorded on this sheer, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and lelt
at the registration table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comunents will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent ta the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W233 NI8L2
Rockwoad Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may alsa be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or ¢-mazl at wiseride @sewrpe.org,

Thank you.
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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENGSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 30, 2003
Racine Gateway Technical College, Great Lakes Roem
Racine Building
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin
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QuICKCABLE

4/30/03

SEWRPC

Kenneth Yunker

PO Box 1607

Waukesha, W1 53187-1607

Re: Metra Extension

Dear Kenneth Yunker,

In sputheast Wisconsin, we need reliable transportation alternatives, which is
why we are strongly in favor of the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee commuter rail Metra
extension,

Corporately, I know we would use Metra. 1 alse know that some of our
employees who live in northern [linois would use Metra.

Also, as immediate past president of the new Racine Art Museum, located in
downtewn Racine, [ know that visiters from Milwaukee and Illinois could use Metra to
visit the museum, greatly increasing tourism revenue ir: our community.

Metra would reduce congestion on our roads and decrease environmental
pollution as well.

Yours truly,

\)ow Seaavon .

President/CEQ

John K. Shannon, Jr., President/CEQ

Quick Galble Corporation » 3700 Quick Driva » Franksvills, Wl 53128
Phone 1-262-824-3100 Ext. 211 » Fax 1-262-824-3199
Website www.quickcable.com < E-mail jshannon@quickcable.com

Testimony Regarding C Rail Service Extensi
April 2003

My perspective is that of a L3-year Racine resident and business professiomal who has been commuting to
Milwaukee for the past nine years,

I firmly believe that Southeastern Wisconsin's future growth depends upon a balanced transportation options for its
residents, Call it 2 three-legged stool. While this region has invested heavily in a highway system and airports, we still
lack a erucial third leg: efficient, frequent intereity rail serviee, It mair.:s good Tong-term sense o expand our options.

An investment in rail would enhance the area’s overall That's hecause rail

offers many benefils thut highway and air oprions can’t deliver. These include encrgy cfficiency, land-use enhancement.

improved air quality and extending the Itfespan of existing roads and bridges. Most impoertantly, this third leg of the
stool can provide better mobility for people to ravel to and from jobs and home. This aspect, In particular, holds
uwemendous promise for residents of Racine, Caledonia, Somers, South Milwaukee, Cudahy and St, Francis,

We don’t have to look far w see where the commuter ratl has realized its potential. As northern endpoints of
Chicapo’s Metra system, Kenosha und Antioch., 1Il.. have blossomed over the past decade. In fact. Metra, which
already provides 300,000 daily passenger trips, is planning two additional commuter lines and hax launched three
initiatives o increasc its overall conimulter train capacity.

Commuter rail is catching on in other metropohtan areas. Loz Angeles, Dallas/Fort Worth and Seartle have recently
made successful imvestments in commuter rail while new systems are planned for Minneapolis/St. Paul, Salt Lake City
and Pottland. Leaders in all of these cities have recognized that a balanced transportation infrastructute is required for
long-tetm success

Bu; as with these other locations, comimuter rail won't just happen. Establishing a balanced transportation systent
will require planning, vision and caleulated risk. Southeastem Wisconsin's commuter rail expansion carries an
estimmated $152 million price tag and is expected to have annual operaling expenses of $t0.4 million. Yes, thals 4 tidy
sum but can we cven fathom the long-term cost of simply maintaining the stams quo?

Recent estimates of $6 billlon to rebuild Seutheastermn Wisconsin's freeways i3 2 hint of what ligs zhead. But that

nvestment, as largs as it is, wen't link the ies of the established population corridor as well as commuter rail,
1 hope that cur pelitical and business leaders won't to be dissnaded by over funding
rail. Instead, [ urge ihem to seek federal Naw Start program dollars and a state commitment for the needed capital

expenditures. [ also encourage the of & regional p ion authorily to manage the rail system’s
operating expenses, In fact, | believe that commuter rail could be the catalyst for Southeastern Wisconsin local
governments to begin working together 1o reach their potential as z powerlul economic region.

Finally, on a personal note, access to a good job has made it possible for my fantily ro put down roots in Racine.
Bu, the tradeolf for me has been covntless hours behind the wheel in growing traffic congestion. [ look forward ta
commuter rail as an alernative that will impreve my productivity and enatle my family to continue Lo call Racine
home.

Thask you for this opportunity to testify. Feel free 1 call, wrile or e-mail with questions,

Paul Hollgy

620 Ohio 5t

Racine, Wis. $3405-2202
262-637-9093

holley @rootcom.net

cc: Mayor Gary Becker, County Exscutive Bill McReynolds, Rep. Paul Ryan, Sen. Cathy Stepp, Rep. Robert Tumner,
Roger Caron, Transit NOW.,

April 29, 2003

SEWRPC
PO Box 16807
Waukesha, Wi 53187-1607

Ta Whom It May Concerr,

Please consider expanding the Metra service up to Mitwaukee with the stops along the way.
This wouid be such an improvement for commuters ta Milwaukee. | live in Kenosha and
know many students ( my daughter baing one of them) and workers that commute narth
either daily or in the case of students several times a week. The train wou'd be so much
safer, especially in the wintar time. | feel strongly about this because our daughter totalled
her car ( thankfully she wasn't injured) while commuting three imes a waek to Concordia
this past samester. | don't know if the train would have stopped at a canvenient area for
her, but | know that many people commute to UW- Milwaukee, and MATC from cur area.
The train combined with the bus system could previde a safe, claan transpertation network
that would hopefully decrease traffic on the major highways fo and around the Milwaukee
area. Again please consider approving this plan.

Thank you,
' L

Mrs. Claudia Dahl
5726 52 Avenue
Keriosha, Wi 53144
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1626 North Prospect Avenue
Apartmerit 507

April 29, 2003

Scutheastern ‘Wiseonsin Regional Planning Commission
- Attention: Mr: Kennith Yunker

Post Offics Box 1607 .

Waukesha, WISQOIIS:.n 53187 1607

,Dear Mr. Yunkcr

Pleaae support the extension of Metra train service frcm Kenosha to Racine and Mllwaukee
To achieve success with any investment, diversification is critical. Thus; when investing in a
transpertation $ystem, you must support more than cars and highways. Unilike expanded”
-highways, the proposed train service would be accessible, affordable, and rellablc while
revitalizing urban ares.s and protesting the environment.

Thank you for ccnsndenng these’ com.rnems..

Sincerely yours, )

Themas A, Nowicki

B-23
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April 28, 2003

Soulheast Wisconsin Regional Plsnning Commission
PO Bex 1607
Waukssha, Wl 83487-1607

Daar Sir or Madam®

| writs this letter in faver of extending tha Metra rail service northward from #enasha lo
Racing and Milwaukee, | am a resident and tax payer in Milwsukes, Wisconsin -- [ have lived
here for 12 years and am a professor at UW.Miwaukee. | support the Metra extenslon for
several raasons:

1. Having & rail service to the southarn suburbs of Milwaukes and 1o Milchell Airport will
help many of us city residents do our jobs faster ang more etficiently.,

2. The Matra extension will lead to lighter kraffic on Interstale 94 and other roads between
Milwaukee and Kensosha,

3. Raii senvice 1o #itchell INternational Airport will make it a more attrachve alternative lo
O'Hera for iraveiiers in the Kenosha area and evan northerm |linois, 1t will greatly ease the
troublss of parking {and the high parking rates} at the airpor.

4. Since the tracks and right-of-way already exist, it's a ralalively cheap and guick
aflemaztive to building more highways, which usually maans condemning businasses and homss,
and worsening ihe economic health of surrounding regions.

Thank you very much for your consideration. Please allow the Melra extension to go
fuward and help put our seonomy “hack on track"t

Paul Brodwln W

Associate Professor, Dept, of Anthiropoiogy

Universily of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

Home adtress: 2208 E. Beverly Road, Shorewond, Wisconsin 53201

Adjuncl Associata Professor of Bioethics
Medicat Gollege of Wisconsin

April 28, 2003 07:1% BM
608-251-1655

Mr. Kenneth Yunker

Soukbeastern Wisconsin Regional Planring Cemmission
PO Box 1607

Waukesha, WI 53187-1607

Subject: Please move forward cn KaM Meira Extension

Dear My, Xenneth Yunker:

T suppert the KRM Commuter Rail ¥erra Extension in Southezast
Wisconsin. It affects cur household direczly in that my wife cormutes
daily to Chicage and now drives toe the Kenosha terminal of the w a.
she is one of scores of Racirians who already commute by Metra. Many,
many pore would do so0 if it stopped In Racine. There would be
commuters both nerth and sooch.

The necessary right of way already exists frow Kenosha te Milwaukee.
A commuter train would previde clean,mass transpertation taking
hundreds of autes rorch and south off the Interatate.

Tts porential is more than premising in that three of Wisconsin’s
Largest cities would be included on The exLension.

Racine and Kenosha’s downtowr areas would both benefir from the
extensicn. It would encourage more hAousing in the center of the three
clties, Kenosha, Milwaukee and Racine, especially with the cost of
oil and gasoline going up througzh the voof.

InMashington DC folks use their rail transportation to pick up their
friends and farily arriving ar Reagan National. Our daughter uses
it often to meet us when we visit. Why not the same at Billy Mitchell?

Please include my ¢ommenis in the pubiic record on KRM Metra
Extension.

Yours truly,
Gler Halbe

1725 prark Averue
Racine, WI 33402-2781
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Hill & Hil

5900 Willow Spring Drive = Raclne, Wisconsin 53402 +« (262} 636-8355 Fax (282) 635-5033

April 25, 2003

SEWRPC M

P.0. Box 1507 o APR 2 8 2003
Waukesha, W1 53187-1607

To Whom it May Concern:

SEWRPL has done a superb job in their studies for KRM. WisDOT should go along
with these plans and put commuter rail and other forms af mass transportation high en
their agenda. They should do more than concentrate on highways.

Farn writing in favor of the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Commuter rail injative. It seems
odd that it’s taken so long to give us this option for inter-city travel between the largest
cities aleng the Lake Michigan shore. Wllinois is very forward thinking in its plans to
extend their Metra system. Wisconsin should take this small first step to develop &
comemuter rail systent along the same lines.

Give people morc travel options that are convenient and inexpensive. Chicage’s rail-
spoke system has kept Chicago downtown viable and easily accessible from outlying
areas, One reason Milwaukee downtown has melted away is because the only way to get
there from outlying areas is by car. Racine downtown has suffered the same fate, It was
a mistake to take the old North Shore commuter line away. The KRM would be a way of
restoring it. SE Wisconsin. is a rapidly developing arca. We nced more travel options
than just highways. Development tends 1o congregate around rail depots making
concentrations of housing and jobs mere convenicent for those who choose to work and
live near them. Avoid sprawl, po for the Kenasha-Racine-Milwaukee Commuter Rail
iniative.

Sincerely,

Aud Beyoud

Kenneth Yunker
SEWRPC \
P.0. Box 1607 L APR 2500 ,

Waukesha, Wi 53187 \ . Vg

Dear Mr, Yunkers;

I am writing in support of the Metra Extension from Kenosha to Mihvaukee, with stops
in Caledonia and Racine.

Many benefits would be derived from the extension:
- Improvemen of the environment, due to reduced number of automobiles
- Would attract jobs and economic development in our area
- Would bring more visitors to Racine

- Have a more relaxed workforce, by avoiding the stress of daily road
comnmutes

Thanks for considering these comments ,Q!‘J ﬁ’u’ﬂ }/Q L{DC{/& ZJ
X i

- 5. B. Walsh

5635 Tirle Street * Racine, Wisconsin 53402-1900 » 262-639-4100



TO: SEWRPC M
FROM: Louise Petering, 7229 l\k&n onica Blvd., Fox Point, WI 53217

RE: WISERIDE Propasal
Date: Thursday, April 24, 2003

Thekaan Pre sente‘ﬂ_’here 103’\ step fcrw ¢ in ac@rcssme, auto_commutes
increased traffic on 1-94 in the Kenosﬂ ‘%me Mi wau ee mrrwgur Hnwev:rr’%en)md’
long run, it alone will not address traffic, land use and development issues in areas
around the urban centers served by the plan. My reservations about WISERIDE center
not on the Plan itself but on the absence of 2 mandatory planning tool for all of southeast
Wisconsin. Such a tool is needed to guide development and redevelopment fostered by
WISERIDE and experienced outside the narrow rail KRM corridor.

1 bave two specific concemns related to WISERIDE. The first deals with conserving open
space and its benefits; the sccond with curbing low density urban spraw! around cities

served by commuter rail, especially Milwaukes.

1.) WISERIDE itself does not assure preservation of open spaces critical to the long lerty
viability of Southeasiern Wisconsin, Given the attractiveness of open areas in Wisconsin,
WISERIDE will likely draw population north. This pases a threat to theae spaces,
specifically to environmental corridors, prime agricultural lands. and rural Jands outside
the planned urban service area, Since the early 197078 we have experienced scattered,
haphazard, often unattractive and energy wasteful development along [-94. WISERIDE
thank [ully preposes organized development and redevelopment within a half mile radivs
of commuter stations 10 the east of I-94.  ITopetully that will mute further haphazard
development of outlying areas for a time. But it does not guarantet preservation of open
areas that recharge the water table, cleanse the air, and provide natural and recreaticnal
respites from the usban envirenment. These features are provided by environmental
corridors, prime agricultural lands and rural areas ourside the planned vrban service area,

And WISERIDE does not assure their preservation.

2) AsaNerth Shore resident and Trustee in the Village of Fox Foint, I am concerned
that WISERIDE along with SEWRPC’s proposal for widening 1-43 will contribute to
prablems associated with low density urban sprawl. The cumrent proposal to widen [-43
1hrough the north shore to four langs in each direclion already threatens to remove
community infrastructure and erode the tax base of several municipalities. By itsclf, the
<urrent [-43 proposal means increased traffic loads norih out of Milwaukee and a
doubling of noise, light, air and water pollution in areas along I-43. Add to that essier
commutes to Milwaukee, “Metra” facilities eould loster additional develepment nerth
beyond Milweukee, The past two decades have seen land development in southeast
Wisconsin increase around 35% while the population inerease has been much lower,
about 3%. WISERIDE does not address the problems associated with low density urban
sprawl that the plan itself may foster.

In summary, while WISERIDE}jtself is a steps in the right planning direction, alene it
<ould be counterproductive ferﬁ\e region. To assure the Plan delivers anits promises,
Southeast Wisconsin needs mandated SMART GRGWTH 1o conserve open space, (0
address problems associated with low density urban sprawl. and to assure development of
the region in a wholesome manner. Together WISERIDE and mandated SMART
GROWTH would foster wise use of our lands and infrastructure. Together they would

assure a viable future for all of southeast Wisconsin and its cilizens.
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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKER
CORRIDOR TRANSIT §TUDY

April 24, 2003
Dovntown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room

905 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukes, Wisconsin
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Written conunents may be recorded on this sheet, and co any attached pages as ay be necessary, and left
at the registration table or given direcily 10 a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments wil be
accepied thyough May 16, 2003, and may be sent 10 the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 NI812
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 531871607, Cormments may also be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe org.
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WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING

KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKFE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room

908 E. Michigan Streat
Milssaukes, Wisconsin
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Written comments may he recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registration wble or given directly to o SEWRPC staff incinber. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1812
Rockwond Drive, Waykesha, Wisconsin 33187-1607, Copnents mnay also be submiteed via fax (262}
S$47-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @ sawmpe.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENGSHA-RACINE-MELWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT $TUDY
April 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Center. Harbor Lights Room

909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Writlen comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any atlached pages as may be necessary, and left
&L the registration able or given directly 108 SEWRPC stafl member. Additional comments will be
accepred through May 16, 2003, and may be seat 10 the SEWRPC affices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1§12
Rackwoad Drive. Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments imay also be submitted via fax (262}
347-1103 or e-mail 2t wiseride @sewipe.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKLE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY
April 24, 2003
Douwmtown Transit Cenler, Harbor Lighes Room

909 B Michigan Stroct
Milwankee, Wisconsin

e D) AVE WG
Aftitiion__ SELE

Mailing Address | 717 - BE & T
LS Lzuwmqr Wl DB

Conment Le/t..\, ‘ééb"‘ ) .f" W-U!i;;(afl W‘K>&'/U? 204;1‘.1&.

T Lo A

Writlen conunents may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the regisiration table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member, Additional comments will be
uccepled through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, B0 Box 1607, W39 K13[2
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 531§7-1607. Conunents muy also be subimitted via fax (2621
547-1103 or e-tail ar wiseride@sewrpe.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Trowntown Transit Ceater, Harbor Lights Room
009 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Name

Affiliation _D .Sab A’JMH‘

Mailing Address 2 /3T, 5h o f
Mkr}.t‘d'éc 53202
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Writlen comments may be recorded on this sheet, znd on any ettached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registration table or given ditectly to a SEWRPC staff inember, Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent 1o the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1812
Rockwood Drive, Waugkesha, Wisconsin $3187-1607. Comments may alsa be submiteed via fax (262)
547-1103 or ¢-mail at wiseride @ sewrpe.org,

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY
April 24, 2003
Downtewn Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room

909 E. Michigan Strest

Milwaukes, Wisconsin
Mume N ARUSE AL KOTWNNCE

s e [

AffliaionIYEFT. OF  CATY DE/\J[ .

Mailing Address ZB?‘% B\N’\:/NNDKTH

Commen_TALS SBOGUD WG UpPRERED
ESTERDSY ) 1 T'S LONG OVERDVE.

Wrilten comroents may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and ltefe
at the registration table or given ditectly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices. P.O. Box 1607, W239 NIBI2
Rackwood Drive, Wankesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607, Comments may also be subtnitred via fax (262}
547-1103 ur e-mail at wiseride @ sewrpe.org.

Thank you.

# 82288 V2



WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLEC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room
909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukse, Wisconsin

Name M YRTLes IJ\/A')'T fodaiddind

Affilialion  AA52 - Tlan g7 EER

DR = =
Muiling Address (.27 M Jezrson ST 107
e, Ly s3=0m

Comment Y’E‘—" J /WE'TFE/‘
At THE w/Av !
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Written comineats may be recorded on (his sheet, and on any altached pages as may be neeessary, and left
at the rcgistration table or piven dircetly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, snd may be sent to the SEWRPC offlces, P.O. Bax 1607, W23ON18I2
Rockwood Drive, Wankesha, Wisconsin 33 187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax {262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room

909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wiscansin

Name g’}ﬂfl"/ flj:
Affiliation ﬁm_; er,ém/ /0 /\Vf

_Mailing Address gl.§ p{J)ﬂﬁbg 7439'& yﬁ
Ml M/gméeo,f/// <33 —z{;t_

Wm/a/ /f;é# Y2 ey P ﬁra/c/f z‘; 72

Comment

Written comments may be recorded on Lhis sheet, and on any atiached pages as may be necessary, and feft
ar the regisiration table ot given dircetly 10 4 SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be
aceepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent 10 the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1812
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53 187-1607. Comments muy also be submitted via fux (262)
5347-1103 ot e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Downéown Transit Canter, Harbor Lights Room

909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Nane épmlqm/J L Stefauk

Affiliation

MailingAdd}css A0 i Mok fapd A
MiLaskee, [ 53204

Comnmment

Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registration table or given direetly w0 a SEWRPC staff member, Additlonal comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent o the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1812
Rockwood Drive, Waukeshs, Wisconsin 33187-1607. Conunents may also be submitiad via fux {262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride & sewrpe.orL-

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY
April 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Raom

909 E, Michigar: Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Written cormnents may be recorded on this sheet, and on any atiached pages as may be necessary, and lett
at the registration table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member, Additional comments will be
aceepted through May 16, 2003, and may be seot to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W232 N1512
Rockword Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may alse be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @ sewrpe.org.

Thank you,

# B229B v2
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Dawnitown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room

909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Name C:\Sus 'Kfc::q

adfilistion Mot Assag. o8 Paliwad Pwsa—nj«n

Mailing Address 19:0 €. Faruis $¥re.t
_Shorewogd, Whsconsm
lat 53244
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Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registration 1zble or given directly to a SEWRPC staff meniber. Additional comments will be
acrepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent (o the SEWRPC offices. P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1§12
Rockwood Drive, Wankesha, Wisconsin 531871607, Comments may also be submited via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org.

Thank you
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Centar, Harbor Lights Room
909 E. Micbigan Street
Milwaukes, Wisconsin

Name OL')L{ T""( 2
Affiliation

Maiiing Addsess 06 TH- N- M”M W
Milw, i Gaz

 Comment T Sperrt Lnemder Bl

Wrilten comments may be recorded on this sheet, and an any atlached pages as may bo necessary, and left
at the registration table or given direetly to a SEWRPC staff meniber. Additicnal conmments will be
aceepted through May 16, 2003, and may he sent to lhe SEWRPC offices, P.0. Box 1607, w239 N1812
Ruxckwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607, Comments may also be submitied via fax (262}
547-1103 or e-mail al wiseride @sewrpe.org,

Thank you.

A28 w2
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WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RA CINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY
April 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room

909 E. Michigan Streer
Milwaukee, Wisconsio

Mume SAPVET L SRS Al S
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Wrilten comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any sttuched pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registiation table or given directly to 2 SEWREC staff member. Additional comments will bz
accepted through May 16, 2003, and miay be sent ta the SEWRPL offices, P.O. Box 16007, W239 N1812
Rackwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments inay also be submitted viz fax (262)
547-1103 or e-rail at wisetde @ sewrph.org,

Thank you.

A BZZGN 2

WRITTEN COMMENT

FUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

Aprit 24, 2003
Downtown Transis Center, Harbor Lights Room

909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Name :IIU& QWLJQ}/\J
Affiliation (-"\SVMZLM Iu/.‘ﬂ Ftﬁur

Maiting address 1020 M B ron By
M. 53203 >

Comment __h- %\/\k it vt FS‘)Lf-:e wmaL/ %grf .

Written comments may be recorded on this sheer, and on any attached puges as may be necessary, and left
at the registratian table or given divectly (o a SEWRPC statf member. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent 1o the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1812
Rovkwoad Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may alsc be submitted via fax (262)
347-1103 or e-muil at wiseride @scaTpe.org.

Thaok you.

# B2298 v2



WRITTEN COMMENT WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MELTING AND HEARING PUBLEC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT 5TUDY CORRIDOR TRANSIT §STUDY
April 24, 2003 April 24, 2003
BDowntown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room Downtown Transit Center, Harhor Lights Room
409 B. Michigan Street 90% E. Michigan Street
Milwankee, Wisconsin X Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Nama

Namr Qh»\— WM/QO
Affiliation 4//7’2) fen pwez;@é e

Affiliation ﬁfwm g

P
Mailing Address F2TF /\J C’&W S‘n}‘ Maibng Address /,507:1’ ﬂr /ﬂéﬂéﬁdﬁ—,‘a/

Ailwreckes, Wi S32if 3030 e, il o,
Comment ‘W’u’ lormment

Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and an any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registration wable or gives directly 10 4 SEWRPC siaff member. Additional comments will be

at the registration table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be ‘xq ﬂ/
uecepted through May 16, 2003, aud may be sent 1o the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W232 NIRIZ

Written comments may bc rccordu:l on this shéet, and on any attached pages a5 may be necessary, and left M‘A‘
aceepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices. P.O. Box 1607, W239 NI812 ;%Z

Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262} %ﬂg Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 535871607, Commients may also be submitted via fax (262}
547-1103 or g-muil al wisetide@sewrpe.arg. 547-1 103 or email at wiseride@ sewrpe.org,
Thank you, Thank you.
¥ 62806 v W 822952
WRITTEN COMMENT WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATEONAL MEETING AND HEARING PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY
April 24, 2003 April 24, 2003
Downlown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room Downtown Transit Cender, Hurbor Lights Room
909 E. Michigan Street 909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wiscansio Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Wrillen cominents may be recorded on this'éheet, and oa any attached pages as may be necessary, and left Written LOmm%S may b:‘?r:mr ed on Ihls sheet and on any alraclved pages 45 may be necessary, and left
at the cegistration table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be at the registration table or given directly to 4 SEWRPC staff member, Additionzl comments will be
accepted through May [6, 2003, and mzy be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1812 accepted through May 16, 2003. and may be sent 1o the SEWRPC cffices, P.C. Box 1607, W239 N1812
Rackwood Dirive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 51187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262) Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607, Comments may 2lso be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org. 5471102 or e-madl at wiseride @sewrpe.org.
Thank you. Thank you,
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WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY
April 24, 2003
Dewntown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room

909 E. Michigan Strest
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Wrilten comments may be recorded ou this sheet, and on any attached prages as may be necessary, and left
at the registration table or given directly 1o & SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments wilt ba
accepted throngh May 16, 2002, and muy be sent 1o the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Thox 1607, W29 NIRI2
Reckwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 33187-1607. Corunenes nuy also be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or c-mail at wiseride@sewrpe.org,

Thank you:.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATHINAL MLETING AND HEARING
KENCOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STCDY

April 24, 2003
Diewntown Transit Camer, Harbor Lights Room

909 B. Michigan Street
Milwavkee, Wiscensin
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Written comments miay he recorded on this sheet, atd on any altached pages as may be necessaty, and left
at the registration table or given dircetly w s SEWRPC staff member.  Additional conmments will be
aecepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC affices, .0. Box 1607, W23 N1812
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin S3187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail al wiseride @sewrpc.org

Thunk you,

#82208 w2
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WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY
April 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room

909 E. Michigan §treat
Milwaukes, Wisconsin

Name /é&’x‘f St roew g
Affilioion /23200 Tt ’?cr ‘et

Mailing address 23 & 4, “Patea SH
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‘Wiritten cotnuments may be recorded on this sheet, and on eny attached pages s may be necessary. and left
at the registration table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Addilionz] comments will be
accepred threugh May 16, 2003, and ray be sent to the SEWRPC offices, POy Bex 1607, W239 N1§12
Reckwaod Drive, Wankesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607, Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)
S47-1103 or e-mail a1 wisende@sewpc.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFOCRMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Roomr
509 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Name  SDUE (e | gyoen) STREBADS

Affitiien  Proge by O r”
Bosnd Memiler. Hiotore Thirgh Lid daoo .
Mailing Address  QDa(p nd - LOFTELQ, 27T M BLIOE.
MR &€ Lot U andy

Comment  THE CormiMuiet. LA MPkesH (e e TR A0NEP
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Wrilten commients may be secorded on this shecr, and on any attached pages as may be necesszry. and lefl
at the registeation table or given dirgetly to a SEWRPC staff member, Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent 1o the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W219 N1812
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262}
547-1103 or c-mail ot wiseride@sewrpe.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT $STUDY

April 24, 2003

Downtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Reom
209 E. Michigam Street
Milwaukes, Wisconsin
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Written comments may be recarded on this shert, and on any allached pages as may be necessary, and feft
at the registration table or given directly to u SEWRPC staff member, Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent 10 the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1812
Rackwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin $3187-1607. Comments may alse e submitted viu fax (262)
547-1103 or &-mail at wisetide @sewrpe.arg.

Thank you.
# 82258 w2
For more information contact:
Las Lisa MacKinnon, Policy Director (608)-663-9049 or,
E =~ Ward Lyles, Transportation Analyst (608)-663-1097
1000 FRIENDS
OF WISCONSIN

April 24, 2003

Statement on Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor Study of Commuter Rail and
Bus Alternative

1000 Friends of Wisconsin would like to express its strong support of the Kenosha-
Racine-Milwaukee Commuter Rail line (KRM line), medium level of service, Increased
commuter rail service is a positive step towards a more balanced transportation system in
Southeastern Wisconsin,

First and foremest, the KRM ling will encourage better land use and development
patterns — panticulacly the redevelopment of vital downtewn centers with a mixture of
offices, retail stores and residences near the train stations. The development of the KRM
ling represents the first major step in Southeastern Wisconsix to reverse the more than 50-
year trend of inereasing dependence on automobiles and sprawling development.
Sprawling development is widely recoghized as a major envivonmental and social
problem and is strongly correlated with traffic congostion, loss of agricultural and natural
lands, lower air and water quality, increased costs to taxpayers, increased rates of obesity
and asthma, and segregation,

1n addition to its positive land-use impacts, the KRM line will also create other benefits
for comrmunities, businesses, and individuals.

For communities, increased development in downtown areas serviced by the KRM line
will boost local economies, increase the property tax hase and increase communitics”
attractiveness to lourists. Denser development will also mean that local services such as
garbage collection and snowplowing can be provided te residents in 2 more efficient and
cost-effective manner.

For businesses, workers throvghout the region will have increased access to jobs. Clients
and business partners will have increased access es well, particularly those traveling 1o
and liom Milwaukee and Chicage, And, working in a community with a vibrant
downtown that is linked (0 nearby communities as well as regional metropolises is a
major draw in attracting workers.

For individuals, the KRM line provides an alternative to commuting by car. By allowing
for reading, relaxing and working while traveling, rail systems such as the KRM line
allow for a more productive, les frustrating commute, For instance, families and
individuals can save thousands of dollars per year by reducing teir dependence on cars.
And, inglement weather has little impact on the convenience or safety of rail ravel,

Finally, while the KRM {ine is not regional in seale and connects only lakeshore
communities it is a very important first step in the construction of 2 balanced
transportation system — a transportation system that promotes sustainable land use,
responsible economic growth, and meets the needs of alf peeple.

1000 Friends of Wisconsin and The Land Use Institute educate citizens and policy-
makers about the benefits of responsible land nse. We advocate for healthy urban and
rural communities and the protection of our econotnic, cultural and natural resources
stalewide.

WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

april 24, 2003
Bowntewn Transit Center, Harber Lights Reom

909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Written comments may be recorded on thiy sheet, and on &y auached pn;{s as mmay be necessary, and lef;
at the registration tabie or given directly td a SEWRPC staff member. Additional cormments will be .
ageepted through May 16, 2003, and may Be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1812
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin $3187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)

547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @sewepe. ol .
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLEC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Dowmtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room
908 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registration table or given directly 1o a SEWRPC stalf member. Additional comments will be
accepted theough May 16, 2003, and may be sent ta the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W230 NI§12

Rockwoed Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Contunents may also be subinnied via fax (262)
547-1103 er e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEL
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Dowmtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Racm

909 E. Michigan Steet
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessay, and left, N
w.lwmf.a{)

at the registration table or given directly (o a SEWRPC staff member. Additional corunents wilt be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent 1o the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1812 */L\at A

Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53 1871607, Comments may also be submitted via fax (262
$47-1 103 or ¢-muil at wiseride @sewrpe.org.

Thank you.
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'~‘ Metropolitan
Mitwaukee
MVIAC 5.
4 Commerce

Council of Snall Basiness Executives

KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension Hearing
Milwaukes — Thursday, April 24, 2002
Downtown Transit Center

| am Patar W. Beitzel, Vica President of the Metropolitan Milwaukee Assaciation of Commerce
{MMAC). The MMAC is a four county Chamber of Commerce rapresenting mare than 2,000
businesses in Milwaukee, Waukesha, Washington and Qzaukes Counties.

The MMAC has a Blueprint for Prosperity which outlines a set of strategies that will empawer
metro Mil 1o compete successfully with other regional economies. We balieve theze
initiatives will create higher wage jobs, mare capital investment, more business starts, and
better quality of life for more of aur citizens.

The KRM commuter rail extension is part of cur blueprint that we support. | have been involved
in the advisory group that SEWRPC has used as a sounding hoard for the study of the
commuter line. We agree with the selection of the medium range of service and feel it is
appropriale 10 take the next stap to begin the E1S/design process. We suppart the proposal to
have the State of Wisconsin be the lead agency. The senvices would likely be confracted with
METRA, the Chicago area commuter rail provider. Tha issue of local funding needs to be
addressed. The final estimates on the cost of the capital and operating costs have to ba mera
axactly detarmined before a build degision is made,

The project pramates significant sconomic development in the older rban areas aleng Lake
Michigan. Investment will accur near the stops. Housing options would likely expand. Pecple
with no cars or two wage earner farnilies will use these stops as one ar bath of them may use
tha commuter train as opposed to a car to get to work. Peopls can live near a station and
commute north or south to jobs in northern Iltinois, Kenssha, Racine, Milwaukee and stops in
between. This also will support attendance of enterlainment venues.

We also see a slight banefit in reducing the need for auto tiips on 194 or on stateflocal roads.
This is not expected lo be overly significant, but it will happen. Pecpla will make housing
decisions based on a fixad lina that connects many smployment nodas. This will halp atiract
people to the ragion who use these systems in other metro areas. Young professionals are likely
users of this system. It provides options.

www.mrhac.onyg
756 Nonh Milwaukee Strees, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202
Phare 142874100 Pux 414,271 7753
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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING ANI} HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAURKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Dowirown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room

909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Written comments may be recorded an this shest. and on any atlached pages as may be necessary, and left
at he tegistration lable or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member, Additional cornments will be.
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.0O. Box 1607, W239 N1312
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Coraments may /5o be submited vin fax (262}
547-1103 or e-mail at wiserida@sewrpe.org
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
EORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

Agpril 24, 2003
Dawntown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room
9049 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wiscoasio
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Written comments may be recorded an this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registration able or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additiona) comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, I.O. Box 1607, W239 N1812
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride@sewrpe.org,

Thank you,
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April 24, 2003

I strongly suppon the expansion of the Metra System from Chicago up to Milwaukee. [
bave lived in Milwaukee for three years (since graduating from UW-Madison), and have
never owned a car. As a result, Lam very well aware of the strengths and weaknesses of
Milwaukee's public transponiation options. The Amtrak, while reliable, is too expensive

for me and many of my friends and colleagues 1o use on a egular bagis.

1 have often wanted an affordable and reliable way to travel to Chicago. An option such
as the Metra would allow me to apply for many jobs in the Chicagoe area that would be
untenable otherwise, 1 would love to be able to continue living in Milwaukee while
working in Chicago. More generaily, easy access to Chicago would provide a now
wealth of choices for both business and leisure for many Milwaukeeans. 1 know I would

visit Chicago far more often if T could get there quickly and cheaply

On an environmental level, the Metsa can only be perceived as an improvement over car
travel. It would reduce traffic, poflution, and accidents on 1-94, Once in Chicago, one
wouldn't need to flnd and pay for parking {or worry about a car while visiting the
muscum). [ am confident that as morc Milwaukeeans hear about such an option, we will
hear more enthusiasm for the plan, particularly if gasoling prices and insurance costs keep

rising.

If the City of Milwaukee wants to be seen as a cosmopolitan center, we will have to
embrace more sensible urban solutions - the Metra expansion is & perfiect example. Ttisa
straightforward, simple solution to a growing problem. Regardless of what the price tag
<comes 10 now, an expansion of this type will only cost more later. Therefors, we should

implement the Metra expansicn as soon as possible

Jocetyn Koehler
2216 E. Ivanhoe PL
Milwaukee, W1 53202

WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MELWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STCDY
Agpril 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Reom
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Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Written comments snay be recorded on this sheet, and oa any attached pages as mnay be necessary, and left
at the registration table or given direstiy 1o a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and niy be sent to the SEWRPC offices, 7.0, Box L7, W23 N1812
Rackwaod Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also he submitted via fax (262)
$47-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @ sewrpe.org-

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATFIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY
Apri] 24, 2003
Dawntown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room
909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Writtes comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages ag may be necessary, and left
at the registration table or given ditectly to a SEWRPC staff inember. Additional comments will be
accepled through May 16, 2003. and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.0. Box 1607, W239 N1&12
Rockwaond Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or enail at wiseride @ sewrpe.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

FUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Center, Harhor Lights Room
909 E. Michigan Street
Milwankee, Wisconsin
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‘Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on wny attached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registration table or given direetly to 8 SEWRPC stalf member. Additional comments will e
aceepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1312
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Conunents may alsoe be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail al wiseride® sewrpe org

Thank you,
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKERE
CORRIDOR TRANSET STUDY

April 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room
909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Written comunents may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
ut the registration table or given direcily 1o a SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be
accepted thraugh May 16, 2003, aod may be sent Lo the SEWRPC offices. P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1§12
Rackwond Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Cammeants may also be submitted via fax (262}
347-1103 or e-mail at wiserlde @sewrpe.org.

Thank you.
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KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING j\]
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room
908 E. Michigan Street
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Wrilten comments iy be recorded on (his sheet, and on any attached pages as may he necessary. and left
at the registration table or given dicectly to a SEWRPC staff menmber. Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may he sent 10 the SEWRP( offices, P.O. Box 1667, W230 N1812
Rockwond Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 33187-1607, Comments may also be submitted viu fax (262)
547-1 103 or e-nail ac wisertide @sewepe org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room
909 E. Michigan Street
Wilwaukee, Wisconsin
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Written comments mury be recorded oo this sheet, and on any attached puges as may be necessary, and ledt
at the ragistration table ov given directly 10 3 SEWRPC staff member. Additional comments will be
aceepled through May 16, 2003, and may be sent (o the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Rox 1607, W239 N1BI2
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin §3187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262}
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.orp.

Thank you.
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FUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING ANI} HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Downteawn Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room

908 E. Michigan Strect
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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ots may be rcca:dr.d on lhls shccl and an my allached pagcs as may be necessary, and left
at the registration table or given direcely to 3 SEWRPC staff member, Additional comments will be
accepied Hraugh May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.C. Box 1607, W230 N1212
Rockwaood Drive, Wavkesha, Wiscansin 53187-1607. Comments may also be subimitted via fax (262}
547-110% or e-muil at wiseride @sewrpe.org.

Thank you,
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Downgerwn Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room
908 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENGOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Daowatown Transit Centar, Harbor Lights Room
99 E. Michigen Strest
Milwaukezs, Wisconsin
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Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
al the regisiration table or given directly w a SEWRPC staff meruber. Additional comments wilt be
aceepred through May 16, 2003, und may be sent 1o the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 16017, W239 NI812
Rotkwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607, Commenis may alse be submitted via fax (262)

Wellen comments muy be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
at die registration table or given divectly to a SEWRPC staffl member, Additional comments wiil be
aceepled throngh May 16, 2603, and may be seat to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W23% N1812
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607, Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)

547-1102 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpc.org,

Thank you.
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KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWATUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Downeewni Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room
209 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Written comments may be recorded on Ihis sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
al the registration table or given directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additicnal comments will be
accepled through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 Nis12
Rockwood Dirive. Wankesha, Wisconsin $3187-1607, Commenis may also be submitted via fax (262)
5471103 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
Dawntewn Transit Ceater, Harber Lights Reom
905 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wiscomsin
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Written coraments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attzched pages as may be necessiry, aod left
ar the registration wable or given directiy to a SEWRPC staff member, Addidonal comments will be
acceptad through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N1312
Reckwond Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 33187-1607. Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)
S47-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @ sewrpe.org,

Thank you.
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PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND HEARING
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
‘CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

April 24, 2003
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Written comments may be recorded on this cheet, and on any attached pages us may be necessary, and left
at the registration table or piven directly to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional conimenis will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W23 N1812
Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comments may alge be submined vin fax (262)
547-1103 or e-nail at wiserde @sewpc.org.

Thank you.
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WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND .HEAR!NG
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY
Apnil 24, 2003
Downtown Transit Center, Harbor Lights Room

09 B. Michigan Street
Milwavkes, Wisconsin
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Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and en any sttached pages as may be necessary, and Teft
at the registralion table or given directly to a SEWRPC stalf member.  Additional comments will be
accepted through May 16, 2003, and may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 N18[2
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Remarks j &

Kenosha County Execative Allan K. Kehi
Public Hearing at Gateway Technical College
April 23, 2003

There are some Key Benefits that were not mentioned in the study that

you have before you. 1 would like to highlight them if I may:

Investment in: GROWTH
Regional Economic Cottidor Development:

KRM is essential for long-term sustainable growth. Growth infrastructure
investments are key now. Growth is key to turn our state’s economy around.

Exjsting right of way is once in a lifetime opportunity, can’t afford not
to do it,

» Creating and attracting jobs

Reversing the brain drain and impreving the quality of life in our
region

We need to choose our investments carefully and position ourselves for

economic growth. The KRM project is key to our growtk.
We can’t afford to not take advantage of this oppertunity.

Economic Development

Revitalize city centers:
How-—draws residents, businesses.
. Some are planning stations as center of revitalization: Kenosha,
Racine, Cudahy, South Milwankee and Ozk Creele.
*  Great examples on Metra line in L. Arlington Heights,
Evanston.

B-38

e We need to serve downtown centers, KRM commuter rail plays
perfectly into the revitalization visions of downtowns all along
the rail line,

e We don't have to look very far for an example of increasing
preperty values in areas surrounding the train station. Here in
Harbor Park in Kenosha, there were 60 acres of lake front
property left vacant after the Chrysler plant closed. The
oroperty was assessed at $0. One of the key goals of the
development was to attract Chicagoe workers that would use
Metra for their daily commute to work, There are 250 total units
in this project, 84 units are now completed, and they were all
sold before completion. With 1/3 of the project completed and
2/3 under construction, the property is now assessed at 325
million. The praperty tax revenue will be about $700,000.
‘When the project is completed in 2004, it is expected to carry a
value of about $50 mitlion, providing approximately 1.2 million
n annual property tax revenues.

+ Property values increase. Metra states that property values go
up an average of 6.7 % in cities that have train stations.

In closing, [ would like to say that developing the Chicago — Kenosha -
Racine — Milwaukee corridor is critical to our economic future, This
cotridor could become one of the nation’s most important economic
cotridors and commuter rail is the link that conmects our local economies
together. This Metra extension is the catalyst for realizing the success of this
economic region and we need to move it forward,

Background from Study Report
= Commuter rail is a key component in developing Milwaunkee-

Chicago economic corridor,

147,500 projected jobs are within 1/2-mile walking distance of

traim stations in Wisconsin alone,

Commuter rail is important as a marketing and workforce
development tool, It increases mobility for all, draws businesses
and new Jobs and helps expand the labor force by attracting new

talent,

Commuter rail is comparable in costs and service levels 1o other

new systems (operating costs).

Serves minority, low income and mobility impaired populations

well,

»

Commuter rail will assist in implementiog the regions Jand use
and transportation planning goals.

Costs are affordable and funding is deable with 80% of the
capital costs coming from federal programs. Additionally, a new
funding seurce was identified: FTA 5307 formula funds for fixed

guide way in urban areas over 200,000 in population.

No funding sources will divert funds from existing transit services.

Adding passenger capacity Is very efficient and cost effective.

Unexpected or temporary swells in rider ship are easily absorbed.

‘Would reduce peak hour traffic on the area highways from 4.1% -
12.2%, depending on the specific highway being addressed.

Will improve air quality and has no significant negative
environmental impacts,

Commuter rail provides good rider ship, is simple to navigate and has
high-perceived value.
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Baraboo

Beaver Dam TO: SEWRPC

Betail

Cudahy FROM: Edward J. Huck

::::::i[e RE: Metra Extension

Ford du Lac The Wisconsin Alliance of Cities strongly enderses preliminary engineering,

Green Bay for the Metrz Extension project, Seven weekday round trips from the

Greenfieid Milweukee arca through the Racing und Kenosha arca will revitalize the cities

Kaukaune along the cailway. Tt will not enly contribute 1o the financial and social health

Kenosha of Kenosha, Racine and Milwankee, but of the Southemn region and indeed the

La Crosse entire state.

Madison

Manilawos This rail line will change development patterns. Currently [-94 pulls

Marinetie development frem cities south of Milwaukee and cast of the I-system. This

Marshheld propasal will bring much needed development back to those cities.

m::‘r:lsm Commuter rail w:ll_ tic Wisconsin more clesely with Chicago. The great city
of Chicago is a major financial conter. [t is essential that Southern Wisconsin

Milviaukee tie itself to Chicago while Western and Central Wisconsin tic themselves to

Monroe Minngapolis/$t. Paul. Chicage and Minneapolis are two of the country’s most

Negnzh powerful ecenomic magnets.

Qak Creek

Oshkosh This rail system will provide access to higher paying jobs for both men and

Racine women, Melra takes people in both directions and is an affordable alternative

Shebaygan 10 those who do not use autes for transportation purposes.

Slevens Poinl . X
Metra will reduce the need for more lane miles for the L.system. The Melra

Superior M . -

Two Fivers Extension can avoid loss of land, more sprawl, dirtier air and water,
Wa‘in“w" This proposal's lime has come. Never before has there been such an
Waukesha opportunity. The Wisconsin Alliance of Cities says, “Tets move forward
Wausau now."

Wauwatosa

WesL Allis Thank you for your consideration of these comments [ will now answer any
West Bend questicns.

Whitewater

Wisconsin Rapids

Sustainable Cities for the 21st Century

To: SEWRPC
FROM: Tane Haubrich
RE: Comment on Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Commuter services

1 support the Commuter Rail—High Level of Service alternative.

The bus or the bination rail and bus altematives are NOT viable alternatives. [
ride the Wisconsin Coach Line (Caach USA) buses from Kenosha to Milwaukee on a daily basis.
While our bus driver is always courteous and tries his best, the current bus nuns give extremely
poor and unreliable service. The buses are uncamfortable for a 90-minule ride and frequently
break down. The Kenosha-Milwaukee run consistently operates with the oldest buses, which
have the most problems. If the temperature is 85 or sbove, we are guaranteed not to have air
conditioning or even windows to open. When the Marquette Interchange and other road projects
begin like the Sheridan Read improvements between Kenosha and Racine, delays will become
even warse, | will ot recommend this bus serviee to any othur polential riders,

The Commuter Rail - High Level of Service will give a dependable, comfortable ride to
commutess. My husband has ridden the Metra system to Chicago for years. When we decided to
retum to Wiseensin to be close to our families, we chose to live in Pleasant Prairie because of its
proximity to the Metra Station. The train is always on schiedule and thete are few, if any,
technical problems. It (s o safe, pleasant ride with a convenient schedule,

The Commuter Rail -Medium Leve] of Service does not provide enough trains o be beneficial
for most commuters,

The comtnission shonld also note the additional benefits of such transportation services.

Over the years, we have scen the cconomic impact of the Metra Stations at the various stops
along the way. Shopping districts and other businesses flourish in its path. My husband has
spotted businesses slong the way that would interest us. As a result, we have made purchases at
those same businesses. We also witnessed the “lechnical eorridor” spring up in Naperville,
Iliinois, Part of the credit is due to the easy access to and from Chicago via the Melra systemt.

Turge SEWRPC and the commumities involved to support whole-heartediy the Computer Rail-
High Leve] of Service.

Janc Haubrich
9145 Cooper Road
Pleasant Prairie, WI 53158
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‘Written comments may be recorded on this sheet, and on any attached pages as may be necessary, and left
at the registraticn table or given directly to s SEWRPC staff member,  Additional comments will be
aceepted through Muy 18, 2003, und may be sent to the SEWRPC offices, P.O. Box 1607, W239 Ni812

Rockwaood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 33187-1607, Comments may also be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride @sewrpe.org.
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Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607. Comuments may alse be submitted via fax (262)
547-1103 or e-mail at wiseride@scwme.org,

Thank you.
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April 11, 2003
Kenneth Yunker
Scutheastern Wis. Regichal Plamning Commission
E.0. Box 1607 =
5
Waikesha WI 53187-1607 :

Concerning: Commutér Train extensicn from Kenosha to
Milwavkee April 8, 2003
This is a good 1dea for many reasons, and I hope SEWRPC
agrees and recommends this service. Reasons: Mr. Kenoeth Yarker ;
a A ul v
~=Reduces pressures to produce sprawl by concentrating SEWREC ’ '
people in downtownh areas {"‘?Bkoxhlslalsm.r
‘aukesha, 3
w-Trains deserve as much government subsidy ae cars

-~Traine pcllute less per perscon per mile Dear Ken:
--Rail right-of-ways use much less land than highways ['m writing to voice my approval for the ¢xpansion of the Metra Comimuter Rail Extension, as

well as cxpross a fow concerns, As a current Metra commuter who lives in Lake Forest, [linois,

--Pagsenger cars for the trains are made in Milwaukee and takes the train to Kenosha, the benefits to this project are loud and clcar.

(All right, I know this is Just a selfish economic reascn!)
| pereeive the main purposs of the expansion s o revitalizc cach town and allevizte traffic, and ta
that gnd T feel the “express train” issuc nust be addressed, With several corporars headquarters
in North Chicago (Abbot Labs), Racine {Johnson), and Lake Forest, a new commuter tail would
be a great addition 1o 1t's thousands of employees. However, failure to make this daily journuy

shorter with express trains will jeopardize the merits of the <xpansion,
/\21441«&{ & Errsa

Please conslder this a positive response for the public
hearings coming up April 23-May 1; I am unable to attend.

Russel C. Evang Currently, it is iy underslanding that an express Lin is being discussed, and 1 challenge the
51% W29051 Cambris Road committes to formaliy add this to the proposal. ¥or example, something hike a Chicage-
wWaukesha Wi 53188 Fvanston-Wilmete-l.ake Forest-North Chicago-Wank Kenosha-R Mitwaukee would be
(Yes, it’s out in the former countryside (Town of Genesee), ideal.

with no public transit! I'd use it if it were feasible,
though. )

In a world gettimy smaller and smaller, the demand for high-speed express trains from Milwaukee
2 Clicage will ba cven greater five or ten years from now. With that in mind, I encontage you 1o
outling plans for an express train with considerably loss running times, and make a new proposals
10 the state.

All the best,

74

Edward Fitepatrick L
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April 7, 2003 e oo
"L AR =923 - s

Mr. Kenneth Yunker ! o . !

SEWRPC — S

P.Q. Box 1607
Waukesha, W1 53187

Dear Mr. Yunker:

We are eager and ardent supporters of the KRM
Cormenuter Rail Metra Extension in SE Wisconsin,
It would use existing right-of-way, and is a user-
friendly, rellable, safe alternative to congested

highways -- and the need to keep building them.

It is also a positive link between SE Wisconsin and
the greater Chicage metroplex. Nice.

We heed more transportation options in SE
Wisconsln, not more freeways. Investing in trains
seems much smarter, efflcient and economical
than widening highways.

Thanks for hearlng us out,

¢ Maky

Paul and Mary Counsell
3453 N, Lake Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53211

Aprii6 00y

Wise Ride
PO Bagx 607
Wankeshs Wiscansin 53187-1607

To Whom Tt May Concetn

1 recently reccived a nowslatter from (he WiseRide organization owtlining somne proposuls for comnisier
railfbus Alternatives from Milwaukee to Chicago. | would like to add my comments and cxperiences to the
alrcady availzble 1o the

First let's look at what we have now:
L. Metra irain scrviee botween Kenosha and Chicago.
2. Wisconsin Coach Lines servioe betwoen Kenosha and Milwaukee.
3 Amirek servite between Milwaukee and Chicaga,
4. Usable train stations-working now-in Kenosha, Racing, znd aleng the Melra roule to
Chicage.

Due 10 iy age (54) T have 1 knowledge of previous systoms designed to get people off the
highway and on lo a alicrnative means of weavet 10 reach their destination. L you will rocall, the North
Shore Ling made (rips between Milwaukes and Chicego frequently during the day, was non-poltuting, and
as | recall relisble. Hewever, that punicular mdl system went out of business in 1963 duc 1o lack of
passongers (who probably touls U intcrstate). Had it been running today, 1 suspest it would have bacn
making money hand-over fisl sinec it sséiris ienl lor WiseRide purposcs. Much of the track area formerly
accupied by the North Shere- imsbeen{mllt upnr heuses mmcd onto so that the Land the North Shore used
is not nmil'lhlé m pmscnl

The Mwa ml syswm Was al one Line wmuinmd for expansion inlo Racinc. That cffort was kaboshed
wheh Prosident Reagan cut-back exponditures for the railroad system. Bus service (Wisconsin Coaclt
le:s) toes nal g0 to downiavn Chicago (Lo the best of my kmwluige) Amirak service betwesn

d Chicago i but soms porsons siill use it day in and day ot 10 commuic. Train
stations in Racing and Milwaukee plus othct stops along the way-often times do not exist o¢ do il
operate. Lo

The athez fly in the eintment is how do persons pee 193 WR2IABUS stop ? Muay cities do nol bave provision
in public ransgontation for servicing talwbus stations and 1t will be difficuls to gob suchan artangemedi
procuted for a project of this sorl, Transferring 1o another travel modo (transfers of any kind} ofen prove
gifficull and tenuous al bost sinyly betanse different Irailic patteens or usage requiremznts make gelking
on another roefe (o lake you where you wani 10 g0 a gamble. \n Racine Thuve ridden the Bus System for a
whilc new and have seen busses cithier amive at a slop carly of late, inconveniencing polential Dasstngers
to the peinl where they do kot like 0 wait (myself included) in inclemcnt weather for a bus (o arrive ur for
the next bus to come along, Thcc:ld fesull nuny Limes is 2 person deciding ta arrange another type of
Fratspottation 1o work inordsr 1o sl ily arvive ol the desired destination
oR time consistently: Whilg this Tas been iy expericnco with the Racing bus system £ do not doubl that
am' oulicr (ypenf 1r1nspananon would Be subjcm to the same unfortunale condilions

Sorit dppmrs smlecbslactcs need 10 be overoome:
- Obtaining suitable land to construet 2 new bus/rail swlcm
';! Getting perions 10 the ewhos/rail system .. ¢
3. Mainlaming a conslzont siheduling procedurs
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¥ rio ot beheve these problems will be overcome due to past/current bistory and practices. The only way to
alleviste this problem is when people in the Southeast Wisconsin corridor Jave Io do something 1o solve
uangportation problems, When cars losc their populasity due to high operating costs, the roads are not
adequate, roads need Lot of sepairing, ele.

Da nat forget the Milwaukee-Chicago route is only ane prablem up for consideration. What sbout
Milwaukee-Magison ¥ Or Milwaukee-Green Bay 7 Or some other requirement ?

In my opinion the whele problem is caused by persons desiring to work in one location and live ia another
less cxpensive location as well us companies choasing 10 build their business fucilities away From the City
source of labor and then later on ¢rying 1o get people for work, In cither casc the solution s to have people
waork where they live (1o a reasonable extent). Look at what has to be done Lo get persons to work at 5.0,
Johnson's Waxdale piani-a dedicated Bus tine from the City of Racine ! And so how is Racine expanded ¥
A new prison is put in |

Thie wholc effort on the part of the WiscRide Camimittes appears 10 be somewhat of a smokescreen. People
are invited 1o live in one place and work in anothcr withow others really kinowiny about it. In the end if
push comes 1o shove imany companics will hire persons only if (he persons can live closs 10 where they
work (1esidency requirement)

Human natuze being what it 1s-the commuter systein niust be of high guality, consistent, dependable, and
must captute other persans” intention thal cars arc out and a commuler transportalion systent is in. How
witl that be done ¥ By raising operating cos's for ¢ars so that they ar¢ nol as cheap (o operate as they are
now, A far as i aiu concemed Mings like thal are beyoud ihe scope of the WiscRide Conunittes and it
appears Lo ine that any atiempt af this potnt to institute asy of Uit proposed solutions will (il and Lhe end
rosult will be a fot of wheel spinning. The Commilice appears fo have done it's jobr with respect 1 the
Wiwaukes-Chicuge camidor and shonld consider other potential problon: colmunites

U zeconmend (hat none o the present providers of ianspartation be allewed 10 2o under Like tie Nocth
Shore did. Cnoe i is gone, It will be gone forever and that we caunot alford, 1 do not Ervor amy of the
Droposed allernatives at the presert time simply because I bolieve they will ned be suceessiud.

Best of kuck in future endeavers,

Sincercly,

James €, Giggetsen

504 Augusta Streel
Racine, Wisconsin 53402

3 MARCH 2003

ROBERT J. ZARKER

2358 SQUTH 13th STREET

MILWAUKEE WISCONSTN
53216-3113

SOUTH EASTERN REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
W239 N1812 ROCKWOOD DRIVE
P.0. BOX 1607
WAUKESHA WISCONSIN
531871607

GENTLEMEN:

IT 15 PLERSING TO NOTE THAT YOU ARE AT LEAST GETTING THE IDEA
THAT RAIL SERVICE IN SOUTYHEASTERN WISCONSIN MAY ALLEYIATE SOME OF
OUR TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS..... YOUR PROBLEM IS5 THAT YQU HAVE
YET TQ COME TO UNDERSTAND THAT COMMUTER RAIL IS NOTHING MORE
THAN SLOW, DOUBLE DECK HEAWY WEIGHT COACHES TUGGED ABQUT BY
SLOW MO¥ING DIESEL ENGINES,

IF WE ARE GQING TQ HAVE VIABLE RALL SERYICE BETWEEN MILWAUKEE
AND CHICAGQ, IT MUST CONSIST OF LIGHT WEIGHT, HIGH SPEED
ELECTRICALLY PQWERED TRATHS THAT RUN FREQUENTLV SAY EVERY HALF
HOUR ANO HAYE A ROUND TRIP FARE OF BETWEEN 54.00 & 55.00.

WHEN THE OLD NORTH SHORE LINE QUIT, NIGHT AND WEEK-END LIFE [N
THE CITY OF MILWAUKEE SUFFERED A DRAMATIC QDECLINE, GHE FROM
WHICH IT HAS NEVER FULLY RECGVERED..

IF THE PLANNING COMMISSION IS TRULY SERIQUS REGARDING A SOUND
AND YIABLE TRAMSPORTATION SYSTEM, THE WISCOKSIN TURMPIKES WILL
BECOME TOQLLWAYS TQ FINANCE UFKEEP, AND AN EXTENSIVE LIGHT RAIL
SYSTEM CONNECTING WITH CTA-METRA AND THE LIGHT RAIL LINE IKTO
MITCHELL AIRPORT AND DOWNTOWN MILWAUKEE WILL BE BUILT. .

THE URBAN AREA OF SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN WANTS TOQ VISION ITSELF
AS COSMOPOLITAN....COMMISSIONERS, BEER,BRATS AND BASEBALL IS NOT
A COSMOPOLITAN IMAGE.

NOW THER, TAKING A LODK AT THE CASINO THAT IS GREATLY TO BE
EXPANDED IN DOWNTOWN MILMAUKEE...IF WISCONSIN REALLY IS SERIQUS
IN ADVOCATING THIS AS A CASH COW, YHEN IT WOULD BE WISE INDEED
TO GET GTA-METRA ELECTRIC TRAINS RUNNING INTO MILWAUKEE AND IN S0
DOING TAP THE PQTENTIAL GAMBLERS FROM THE CHICAGOD AREA,

I
RO . BARKER
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Werner’s Dairy Queen
7106 Washington Ave.
Racine, WT 53406
1-262-886-8853

February 18, 2003

SEWRPC

Kenneth Yunker

PO Box 1607

Wankesha, WI 53187-1607

Mr. Yunker,

Te all of you peliticians and joumnaiists who feel commuter rail service is needed, learn a
simple lessen from auther Kurt Vonegut: “Paddle you own cance.” Don’t expect
everyone clse to do things for the “greater goed.” 1F we all take care of cur own business,
we won't need you to help us.

I would like to express my coneems about the Commuter Rail Service being proposed
and have my feclings heard at the public mecting. [ am strongly opposed (o this rail
service. [ do net care that it is 80% funded by Federal Programs. T sull have to pay the
taxes that fund the Federal Programs,

Everything | have read to date in the RAMAC Review or the Racine Journal Times has

indicated thet this endeavor is expected to lose money every year. Ridership will not
support it. That means it will be a continuing tax burden te me and the rest of the already

5341.1!‘«.[—;

overlaxed citizens of Wisconsin.

The program will never be successful because you cannat get people 10 give up the

QY'JM V—ZG:F@(‘

freedom of their avomobiles. The assertion that there are 147,500 jobs within ¥ mile of
the wain stations is meanmgless.

1907 N casc st fat WO

Whe is going to walk % mile in the snow, raim and cold ence they get off the train? Whe
i going to want (o spend another YA houe or more trying 1o get public transpertation to get
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them to their destination away from the train station?
This is an illogical, ill advised, unwanted, unneeded and scon to be unused aibatross.

Stop it before it becomes another tax drain on the Wisconsin public. If there is support
for Commuter Rail, let it pay for itself. If it can not, it should not be done.

Sincerely,
i
Robert Werner

December 16, 2002
363 E. Point View Dr.
Racing, WI 53402

To: Ken Yunker - SEWRPC
916 North Epst Ave
P.O. Box 1607, Waukeshe 53187-1607

Dear Mr. Yunker,

1 gttended the Metra meeting in Ives Grove December 11 and want to compliment you en your great
presentation. 1t was clear , positive, 1o the point, balanced, and understandable to the Layman. Thank you
for that, More people would have attended if il were not for Joe Andrea’s funeral in Kenasha.

Meny of us hope that the Metra extension becames a reality in the aear future. Wisconsin kas an extensive
highway system but is shockingly Jackng in transportation options. Widening 1-94 will do nothing for those:
of us who are already auoiding driving on 1-94. The population is aging and as time goes on, more people
will opt out of the heavily used freewnys. People love their cars. I do 100 but that doesnt med we want to
drive everywhere. Twould never gt 1o Chicage if it wasn't for Metea and Amtrack, It would be a desam
come teue i one could go from Racine to Milwaukes and eventually to Madison and elsewhere on
commuter tail. The DOT should push a new agenda and give us better choices.

Why is funding such a problem? Highweays and airlines are heavily subsidized sa why is it difficult to
imagine subsidizing a small train initiative a3 a public good?

Yours tnuly,
Manoy I;ﬁ?ﬂ

CC: Ken Leonard.
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Appendix B-2

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
AND THROUGH THE STUDY WEB SITE

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Laura P. Byxbe
Organization:
Address: 3132A S. New York

Milwaukee, WI 53207
Comments:
| endorse the Metra Extension because it will:
* Assist in revitalizing our economy
* Develop the Milwaukee-Racine-Chicago economic corridor
* Provide easy, reliable regional access to labor, education and jobs
* Build our tax base
* Make us more competive in attracting business and talent
* Increase property values near stations and community-wide
* Improve our air quality
* Make our city a better place to live and do business
* Be a smart investment in mobility using existing rail right-of-way in a densly
populated corridor

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: James Gallagher

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| am very interested in having new rail options develop between Milwaukee and
Chicago. | think that extending the Metra into Milwaukee is a great way to do this. |
believe this is a great alternative to driving for comuters and weenkend travelers. It
would also be a great way to improve air quality and cut down on the load on
highways by cutting down on automobile travel.

However, | believe that if the Metra is to be expanded, proper consideration should
be given to promote it to encourage people to use it as a replacement for driving.
Discounts, tax relief and advertising should be considered as part of the plan.

Date received: 5/16/2003
Name: ruth k. trujillo

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Janice L. Franke
Organization:
Address: 5858 S. 112th Street

Hales Corners, WI 53130
Comments:
| support the commuter rail system. We need to move in the direction of inexpensive
commuter rail rather than more and more highways. There will be less air pollution
and less dependence on foreign oil.

Date received: 5/16/2003
Name: Marilyn A. John
Organization:  Taxpayers Against Airport Growth
Address: 1061 Tuscola Lane

West Bend, WI 53095
Comments:
This message is also from my husband. We are very interested in cutting down the
amount of pollution, traffic and congestion in the city of Milwaukee. Light-rail will
allow the people in the inner city to have methods of transportation, especially since
a high percentage can not afford cars.

Light rail will also eliminate the need to ruin the beautiful city of Milwaukee by
increasing the Marquette Interchange to ten lanes or whatever ridiculous plan has
been promoted recently. The transportation designs for highways have lacked vision
and the light rail idea has been given little attention. Act now! Let's get started with
light rail to save the city of Milwaukee.

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Russell J. Burkel

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| attended the hearing in Cudahy on May 1.

| think the benefits of a commuter rail system connecting with the Chicago Metra are
obvious. It would definitely improve the economic health and quality of life of
southeastern Wisconsin. Concerning the level of service, | agree with the concept of
an extension of the existing Kenosha - Chicago service. Frequency of service should
be the same. The cost projections however seem very high. To high. Have Metra or
SEWRPC considered and shopped for used rail coaches? If Amtrak cuts back on long
distance rail there may be coaches available. Surely serviceable used coaches are
available in North America.

Also the track and signal costs at $69.9 million seem very high. Has a worldwide
search been done to find the most cost effective signalling systems?

The British have a saying, "Value for Money". Rail at $150 million plus, does not pass
the test. Cost reduction is the key to taxpayer support of this effort. If the cost of rail is
not reduced, | then think the bus alternative is the only feasible system.
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Or ization:  greater milwaukee green party
Address: 1001 e. keefe ave

milwaukee, wi 53212
Comments:

having the metra extend to milwaukee would be a wise idea for all local economies
involved. it would assist people find jobs because of easy transportation, cut down
on pollution and provide a great tourism boost to wisconsin.

this seems like a no brainer to me. the tracks are already there, they just need
improvements. we should also be thinking of other transportation choices besides
the freeway system because we need to develop a 21st century mindset here in
wisconsin if we want to compete with the rest of the bigger cites. milwaukee and
wisconsin both say we want to keep the young professionals here, this would one
avenue to help.

Sincerely,
ruth trujillo

co-chair
gmgp

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: David N. Boucher
Organization:
Address: 1727 North 34th Street

Milwaukee, WI 53208
Comments:
Improved commuter rail service linking communitites in southeastern WI with
Chicago and eachother is long overdue. | commend those visionaries willing to put
in the effort to push rail service - light or heavy - in the region. | will willingly use it,
especially if there are accomodations for bicycles. Rail and cycle are natural
companions - | have used the combination regularly on the east coast. This is a muct
greater priority than highway expansion, particularly as the county of Milwaukee is
concerned.

Thank you
David Boucher

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Barry N. Stuart
Organization:  milbtw
Address: 525 N. 20th St. Apt.308

Milwaukee, WI 53233-2552
Comments:
Milwaukee needs local rail service if it wants a strong, vibrant economy. We need a
more diversified transportation system, of which freewaya are only one component.
Any plan for investment requires a certain degree of diversification, in the case of
personal investment to limit risk, in the case of transportation systems to increase the
efficient movement of people and goods, strengthening the economy of Southeast
Wisconsin and giving more of our people easier access to opportunities in Southeast
Wisconsin and Northeast lllinois. Metra's local train service is a relatively affordable
method of increasing personal mobility in the region. Let's extend Metra to
Milwaukee!



Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Kay Gregor

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

We are very fortunate to have the right of ways still in place. | hope our leaders will
see that we move smartly to take this opportunity to expand train travel. it is not only
smart, but it is the right things to do for so many reasons: mobility of employment
opportunities, the environment, less pollution. culture advantages, cost is not that
high in relationship to other expenditures: ball parks, terrorism training ( recent
Chicago run-through), etc. This is an important part of our infrastructure!! Please do
the right thing, you can even raise my taxes to do so.!! Kay Gregor, Racine - age 58
homeowner and employed by a non-profit organization in downtown Racine.

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: John D. Griffith

Organization:  Tri City National Bank

Address:

Comments:

Tri City National Bank endorses the Metra Extension because it will:

* Assist in revitalizing the Greater Racine economy by attracting employers seeking
locations that provide a wide variety of transportation options and easy access to
Racine area sites.

* Develop the Milwaukee-Racine-Chicago economic corridor by stimulating access of
people and employers into the Greater Racine community.

* Increase our tax base through surrounding development where Metra links are
established and increased employment expansion

* Stimulate increased investment in quality of life and destination point businesses
through ease of access to Lakefront and Downtown Racine areas.

* Create greater employment opportunities for Greater Racine area residents,
particularly within the Central-City of Racine, by providing access to Chicagoland and
Milwaukee area employers.

* Make the Greater Racine area a more attractive place to live and do business

* Be a smart investment in mobility using existing rail right-of-way in a densely
populated corridor

* Achieve one of the seven challenges of the Racine County Economic Development
Corporation's Economic Development Plan for Racine, calling for the creation of a
Chicago-Racine-Milwaukee Economic Corridor. This challenge can only be truly met
through a viable transportation link between the three communities. We urge you to
proceed with this planned expansion as both the initial start-up and annual
investments will have a positive impact on the Greater Racine market.

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Bill Sell

Organization:  Bike The Hoan Coalition

Address: 316 N. Milwaukee #555
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Comments:

Mr. Ken Yunker

SEWRPC

Dear Ken

As you know, | live and work between Bay View and downtown. | commute by
bicycle when | can. | am writing in support of the Metra plan. In fact, when my
business needed me to do so, | commuted to Chicago. Driving was such a chore that
it eroded my ability to work effectively in an executive sales environment. Amtrak at
that time was just not flexible enough for my needs. And too costly, even when it
became available. A friend commutes every day, but he has a 6 figure salary, and a
family who needs to be in Milwaukee.

| lived in Hales Corners when there was an interurban transit system. In 20 minutes
we were on 3rd and Michigan, but | was too young to appreciate what the value of
that was.

Please do not be tempted to compromise on Metra with the plan to mix bus and rail.
Once your clientele has to monkey around with transfers and schedules, the car or
Amtrak will begin to look relatively attractive and the value of Metra will be corroded.

A fixed rail alternative, according to my reading, will attract economic development.
And there will be a day when gasoline is no longer cheap, and rail by then will be
much more costly than it is now.

One more thing: to work with your lllinois planners to convince Metra of the value of
bringing bicycles on board. If we ever get to a weekend service, that might be the
chance to give this bike transit a good test. Oh, yes, | would love to have Metra take
me and my friends to Highland Park on summer evenings, to the Ravinia music
festival. Someday.

best of luck on this plan.
Bill Sell

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Nancy Davlantes
Organization:
Address: 5983 Sugarbush Lane

Greendale, WI 53129
Comments:
Please add my name to those support the extension of the METRA rail line into
Milwaukee. | would welcome the opportunity to ride the train to Chicago and to
stops in between. We need alternatives to the automobile and | think this is a great
ideal

Thanks for taking my comments.

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Maureen A. Schuerman
Organization:
Address: 8757 S. Knollhaven

Oak Creek, WI 53154
Comments:
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am in full support of extending the Metra train through Racine, the south suburbs of
Milwaukee and the city of Milwaukee.

| live and have a business in Oak Creek and | travel to Chicago approximately once a
week. Taking a train to Chicago would allow me to grow my business as well as

reduce my car emissions.

In the end, | would be able to improve our state by bring more money into Wisconsin
by expanding my business and by improving the environment in our area.

Because of these benefits to our state, | ask you to support the extension of the Metra
train line.

Thank you for considering my input.

Sincerely,
Maureen Schuerman

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Rene O'Connor

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| fully support the KRM. This is exactly what we need to grow.

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Sharon M. Ward
Organization:  Wardski's Inc
Address: 1979 S. 15 St.

Milwaukee, WI 53204
Comments:

| think the Metra as proposed will be a valuable
assest to those of us in southeastern Wl and will
also provide alternate transportation to those
communities services by Metra both in WI & II.

It will also allow less congestion at O'Hara as
Mitchell Field in Milwaukee will be more easily
reached and vice-versa.

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Kit (Vivian M.) Keller
Organization:
Address: W62 N799 Sheboygan Road

Cedarbrug, WI 53012
Comments:
| heartily support the Chicago Metra extension, and other innovative proposals like it.
| grew up in the midwest and lived in the Washington, DC area for five years before
coming to Wisconsin in 1993. In Washington, DC | observed that public transportatior
helped mitigate traffic congestion and also improved the economy, safety, and
friendliness of the neighborhoods around stations. Although the Metra extension is
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different than Washington, DC's Metro system, the proposed Metra extension is a
step in the right direction.

| found that my life in our nation's capital region was easier because of the benefits of
a well-planned multi-modal transportation system. The system was so good that it
enticed me to use it and leave my car at home. My daily walk one mile to the station
and one mile from the station to my office helped to keep me in great physical
condition. As we plan our transportation system, we really need to be thinking about
making healthy physical activity part of community design. It is a growing national
priority in the face of obese children who now evidence serious diseases once
reserved for obese adults and obese adults who have chronic diseases that could
have been prevented through a more active life style.

We have designed physical activity out of our transportation system. We need to
change that!

| have followed the Metra issue in the newspaper and via newsgroups and want to
weigh in personally to say "make this happen!" We owe this to future generations.
The traffic congestion and the frenetic and dangerous driving behavior of many
motorists in Southeastern Wisconsin is not taking us in the direction of a sustainable
region that people and businesses really want to invest in. We need to turn the tide
and focus on long-term transportation that is sustainable and makes sense. Will
people adjust their behavior like | did? Yes, | believe they will. | continue to make
healthy transportation choices, and it seems to inspire other people. My life and my
neighborhood is better because of the daily transportation choices | make.

We need to put as much time, money and effort into promoting public transportation
and other alternatives like bicycing and walking as we have committed to
encouraging people to drive automobiles at an ever faster pace in ever larger cars
that use ever more fuel.

| highly recommend making pedestrians the first priority in the design of stations and
the ingress and egress areas. The result will be a greater sense of "welcome, we're
glad to see you" for everyone. In developing the plans for the Metra extension, please
be sure to include bikes on the system as well as bike parking at the stations.

Since moving to Wisconsin 10 years ago, | have increasingly wondered why there is
such resistance to light rail (another transportation option | highly encourage). The
economic development opportunities that accompany a well-planned light rail systenr
as remarkable and much needed in Milwaukee. | just returned from Portland, Oregon.
That city is living evidence of what 25 years of solid planning can do to promote
improved community quality of life. Our region is falling behind. We need to take a
more courageous and sustainable, well-planned approach to all that we do. That's
smart growth.

Thank you for your consideration!

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Barbara A. DeMatthew
Organization:
Address: 2108 Geneva St

Racine, WI 53402
Comments:
Racine really needs to have the metra come here. By connecting
Milwaukee/Racine/Kenosha and the Greater Chicago area - it would improve the
economy and the environment in southeastern Wisconsin.

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: M. Williams
Organization:
Address: 3145 South 47th Street (Apt. 5)

Milwaukee, WI 53219
Comments:
To Whom It May Concern:

| am in support of the Commuter Rail Alternative for the KRM corridor study.

It is my strong impression that this alternative will better serve Milwaukee and
neighboring lake front communities in SE Wisconsin if it also accommodates the
following:

1. Audible/Visual information (especially emergency exit information) in a multi-
lingual format

2. Facilities for persons with limited mobility, persons with disabilities and/or low-
vision (steps, seats, schedules, etc..)

3. Facilities to accommodate bicycles, walkers, wheelchairs on the commuter trains
AND short & long term bicycle parking at each anticipated station (racks, lockers, etc.)
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4. The commuter rail service should coordinate with local transit service at all
anticipated stops. Local transit service should accommodate all of the before
mentioned travel needs (bikes, walkers, wheelchair, etc.) to provide seamless
transportation options.

5. If possible, the commuter rail travel time from Milwaukee to Chicago (and vise
versa) should be improved. The current predictions are that commuter rail service

will take over 2 hours one way.

Thanks for your time.

Date received: 5/16/2003
Name: Therese M. Van Ryne
Organization:  Leadership Racine
Address: 3541 Pleasant Lane
Racine, WI 53405
Comments:
| endorse the Metra Extension because it will:
* Assist in revitalizing our economy
* Develop the Milwaukee-Racine-Chicago economic corridor
* Provide easy, reliable regional access to labor, education and jobs
* Build our tax base
* Make us more competive in attracting business and talent
* Increase property values near stations and community-wide
* Improve our air quality
* Make our city a better place to live and do business
* Be a smart investment in mobility using existing rail right-of-way in a densly
populated corridor
Thank you for all you do! Have a great weekend!

Date received: 5/16/2003
Name: David Schlabowske
Organization:  The Bicycle Federation of WI
Address: 1845 N. Farwell Ave., Suite 220

Milwaukee, WI 53202
Comments:
| am writing in support of the Metra KRM extension to Milwaukee. | support spending
transportation funds on mass transit. | also support increased spending on
multimodal links. To that end, | would like to see Metra offer bicycle storage on a
regular basis should it connect to Milwaukee.

Thanks You,
Dave Schlabowske

Milwuakee Program Manager
The Bicycle Federation of WI

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Paul W. Roberts

Organization:

Address: 1801 Park Ave.
Racine, WI 53403

Comments:

Hello-

| am in favor of the extension of passenger rail service beyond Kenosha Wis. to
Milwaukee Wis. with stops in between.

| would love to park my car and ride the fast, reliable, resource efficient mode of
transportation that is enjoyed by some of the most advanced thinking societies in the
world.

That would be one less car from Racine to Milwaukee at least 5 days a week and oftel
6or7.

Lets get this happening and get a sustainable economy going.

Thank you for your time,

Paul Roberts

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Bonnie B. Prochaska
Sustainable Racine
413 Main Street
Racine, WI 53403

Organization:
Address:

Comments:
Last year the Sustainable Racine Advisory Board offically endorse to support the
efforts being made to extend the communter rail line up to Milwaukee.

From it's inception, Sustainable Racine has identified the need in the Greater Racine
Area that rail service needs to be available from Milwaukee to Chicago. Giving more
people the opportunity to live, work and enjoy the Greater Racine area.



The Sustainable Racine Advisory Board strongly endorses the extension.

Date received: 5/16/2003

Name: Debra S. Truckey
Organization:  Racine Area Manufacturers and Commerce
Address: 300 5th Street
Racine, WI 53402
Comments:

PLEASE! Keep the funding in the budget for the KRM Commuter Rail project. This
connection between people and employment opportunities is critical as we think
forward to our next generations.

Please don't lose sight of this valuable project.

Debie Truckey
Mobility Manager
RAMAC
262-681-1830
dtruckey @wi.rr.com

| totally disagree with the notion of a commuter rail from Kenosha to Milwaukee.
There already is Amtrak, and if that is not located exactly right, it would be much
cheaper and cost effective than adding something that will cost $15 million annually
after initial start up costs. | don't see how Wisconsin with a $2 bil. deficit and rising,
can afford to bring that kind of an increase without having to increase taxes that are
already going to be increased to fix our budget problems. Wisconsin doesn't need
anymore increases when it already is one of the highest taxed states.

Another reason | disagree with the commuter rail is that it will be a failure. | don't
believe, and haven't seen high enough demand for there to be commuter rail. Once
again | will use Amtrak as an example. Not to long ago it had to cut back on routes
because there was not enough people using it. | don't see how this will be any
different. Milwaukee is not Chicago. Again, | state that | am extremely opposed to the
idea of a commuter rail system.

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: Ron Vandenboom
Organization:
Address: 524 124th St

Franksville, Wl 53126
Comments:

Commuter rail has been over, and over been proven to be a waste of money and
energy. Nobody rides them, they are useless.

Date received: 5/16/2003
Name: John T. Dickert
Organization:  Racine Planning Commission
Address: 2400 Kinzie Ave.

Racine, WI 53405
Comments:
As a member of the planning comission in Racine and a Realtor for Coldwell Banker, |
can assure you that there is nothing more important for the growth and revitalization
of Racine than commuter rail. As a person who has had the privaledge to have
traveled the world, one common denomonator for every great city | have witnessed is
the strong support of their infrastructure and mass transit.

The need is necessary and vital to our long term sustainability.
Help us grow together.

John

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: Rosanne Kuemmel
Organization:
Address: 4227 Harvest Ln

Racine, WI 53402
Comments:
| wish to voice my opposition to the extension of Metra (or any other rail service)
north from Kenosha to Milwaukee. We cannot afford this in good economic times
much less when our economy is struggling. Racine has the highest unemployment ir
the state, and we cannot afford to spend millions of dollars in start-up costs and
subsidies every year. The well is dry!!!

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: Joan T. Rack
Organization:
Address: 4324 S. Lenox Street

Milwaukee, WI 53207
Comments:
| am in favor of the commuter rail plan to extend Metra from Kenosha to Milwaukee.
It will provide an inexpensive means of transportation between Chicago and
Milwaukee. I've wanted this service extended for many years. However, | support
the higher level of service, which would include several trains running in the
evening. This will allow people from lllinois to attend sports, festival and theater
events in Milwaukee, as well as Wisconsinites doing the same in Chicago. Perhaps
costs could be saved by not running as many trains during midday, but adding trains
in the evening. A second benefit of the extension would be to attract air passengers
to Mitchell Field. | look forward to hearing of the progression of this plan.

Date received: 5/15/2003
Name: Joshua Waldoch
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

To who it may concern,

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: Gladys Simandl
Organization:
Address: 4371 S. Lake Drive

Cudahy, WI 53110
Comments:

| support and applaud your efforts to expand the Metra to Milwaukee. This will
increase recreational and educational activities to the people of the county. Thanks

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: Leona G. VandeVusse
Organization:
Address: 4371 S. Lake Dr.

Cudahy, WI 53110-1241
Comments:
| support extending the Metra line into Milwaukee. It will be a great benefit to my
community (Cudahy) and will expand recreational and educational opportunities for
me personally. Please expedite the process of extending train travel for all citizens to
improve commuting and reduce pollution. Thank you. Feel free to contact me if |
could be of additional assistance (414-744-9941). Dr. Leona VandeVusse

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: James Morrison
Organization:
Address: 620 North St.

Racine, WI 53402
Comments:
My wife Sylvia and | favor establishment of commuter rail north from Kenosha
through Racinbe and on to Milwaukee. We currently make use of the Metra system
by driving to Kenosha and riding to Chicago from there. Currently, because we are
senior citizens, we have senior passes from Metra which saves us 50% in rail costs.
Also, we believe commuter rail will benefit the communities by offering opportunities
for employment and enable existing companies to recruit employees from outside
their communities. This is a forward-looking step that Southeast Wisconsin must
have.

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: Mary Louise Mussoline
Organization:
Address: 2969 N. Shepard Ave

Milwaukee, WI 53211
Comments:
| support the Metra because | think that public transportation via train will enhance
our economic base by linking communities to jobs and entertainment. The East
Coast trains are very valuable and convenient, we should have similar service. Saves
on time, traffic and environment.
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Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: Charles Merten

Organization:

Address: 1037 White Rock Ave.
Waukesha, WI 53186

Comments:

Comments on Milwaukee Racine Kenosha Chicago Corridor Transit Study.

| attended the May 1, 2003 Meeting held at Cudahy, listened to some of the
presentation and the comments given by participants at that meeting. That's the only
meeting | attended, but | felt compelled to give my comments concerning the
proposed plans for this transit corridor. Besides, written comments were
encouraged.

This transit corridor already has the greatest amount of public and private transit,
anywhere in the state of Wisconsin. | will be concerned here, with Milwaukee to
Chicago runs, but it must be understood that there are generally, an equal number of
return trips available. Existing transportation modes follow:

Amtrak. Milwaukee to Sturtevant to Glenview to Chicago. Milw departure times are:
0620, 0800, 1050, 1PM, 3PM, 5:45PM, and 7:30 PM. 7 trips daily except Sunday wher
the earliest one is eliminated. This gets passengers to Chicago in around one and
one half hours. One-way fare is $20.

Wisconsin Coach Lines, Kenosha Service. Eight Coach Lines Buses run from
Milwaukee to Kenosha via Racine and intermediate stops. Milwaukee Departures
are: 0515, 0700, 0850, Noon, 2PM, 4:25PM, 5:15PM & 9 PM. Nine return trips.
Current Bus fare to Kenosha is $4. Typical Milw to Kenosha time is One Hour 25
minutes.

These Coach Lines Buses can meet with Metra Trains, Kenosha to Chicago. There are
as many as 24 Metra stops in between Kenosha and Chicago. Trains leave Kenosha
at 0555, 0617, 0653, 0715, 0751. 0849, 2:49PM, 5:51PM, 1135PM. That makes Nine,
Southbound. A typical time from Kenosha to Chicago is One Hour, 33 min, although
they vary a little depending on intermediate stations that may be skipped. There are
8 return trips to Kenosha. Current One way Adult fare is $6.10.

Many of the comments heard at the Cudahy meeting concerned that there is no way
for people to go from Chicago to Milwaukee or Milwaukee to Chicago for cultural
events and the like, probably because the last Amtrak Train isn't late enough. [Leave
Milwaukee at 7:30 PM and Leave Chicago at 8:05 PM.]. People should investigate
transit options more carefully.

Nobody mentioned Greyhound. | will. Nobody mentioned airline travel. | won't.

Currently, Greyhound runs 13 trips from Milwaukee to Chicago at the following
times: 0315, 0700, 0800, 1045, 12:30 PM, 1:15 PM, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8 PM, 9:45 and 11:45.
Note that the 0700, 12:30 PM and 3 PM runs stop at Kenosha and Waukegan and
Skokie, on their way to Chicago Downtown. Those trips with the extra stops, take
around 3 hours. The Milwaukee to Chicago direct trips take One hour 45 minutes,
typically. This is only 15 minutes longer than Amtrak. Fare is $13. There are 13 trips
Chicago to Milwaukee with 3 of them involving Kenosha.

The above is existing transit within the corridor. Not mentioned are transit systems
within Milwaukee, Racine and Kenosha, which can disperse riders from existing train
or bus stops. This includes Racine service to Sturtevant, an Amtrak station location.

Now, from what | understand, the recommended proposal is to purchase Four train
sets and have Chicago's Metra operate them. They would run from Milwaukee to
Chicago. Even with these trains, Milwaukee to Kenosha time would be close to one
hour. This is 256 minutes less that the current bus time. Even if this train were
available right now, nobody would take this route from Milwaukee to Chicago. Why?
Because it would take too long. Milw to Kenosha would be 1 hour and Existing Metra
Kenosha to Chicago is One hour 33 minutes. Total time then would be TWO hours 33
minutes, around an hour more than Amtrak. Not likely to be too popular.

Back to the 4 train sets. "Each would have from 3 to 8 cars", | read somewhere. After
the Cudahy meeting ended, | asked a member of the audience who did testify and
who seemed knowledgeable about the METRA system, how many passengers each
typical coach would carry. He indicated 152 for each bi-level coach. So this train set
could carry a total of 456 to 1216 passengers. Can you visualize 500 passengers
getting onto each of the many trains that leave Milwaukee for Chicago? Of course
not. The argument must be made that when trains (or busses for that matter) are at
the beginning of a run, there are few passengers. They fill up as the mode of
transportation progresses to the Destination at the population center. Therefore,
larger longer trains are needed at the start of a run so they can 'fill up' as they
progress toward Chicago in this case.

Much of your proposed plan is all-wrong in so many ways. Lets look at a couple
examples, one from History. What did Railroads do on smaller runs when their
passenger count was drying up but they hadn't gotten permission to abandon the
route yet? | remember seeing pictures of these cars. One was a RDC car. This was
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about the size of one passenger coach and had a diesel engine built in to run the
thing. Bud was one of the manufacturers of these. Another was something called a
Gas-Electric car. This wasn't as large as the RDC but there was a gasoline engine in i
for power. What could be done, then, since the ridership would not be present, at
least right away, is to start out with smaller capacity like a RDC (which stands for Rail
Diesel Car) and if ridership warrants, add another one. They can be operated in
Multiple Units if desired. Someone must make something like this car somewhere in
this world. Try countries from the former Soviet Union, or China. Further, forget
about Metra operating to Milwaukee. Leave them end at Kenosha as they do now.
Run these RDC cars Milwaukee to Kenosha with whatever stops in between are
desired. Think of all the Media flack you would get if you actually did run an 8-car
train from Milwaukee. It would look empty, even at Kenosha, because it would be.

Another example from a different mode of travel. | had occasion to use the computer
to find information on an airline flight from Rhinelander to Milwaukee. They use a
Beech BE-1900D Prop plane, which holds 19 passengers and 2 pilots. No restroom.
Now why wouldn't they use a 747 or 707 or DC-9-30, which holds 84 passengers?
Probably because it is not cost effective. That is, there isn't enough traffic or
passengers to warrant using such a large aircraft. As the passengers arrive at the
'HUB' of Milwaukee, they would TRANSFER to a larger plane for a flight to Boston, fo
example.

From comments heard at the Cudahy meeting, | get the idea that some people do not
like the idea of Transferring from one train to another. Tough. Let them get used to
it. The airline transfer at Milwaukee is a good example, above. | had occasion with a
group, to go to South Bend, Ind. We drove to Winnetka because there were no
decent Metra connections on Saturday. We took the CTA to | think it was Randolph
St, where we walked a block or so to the underground South Shore Line station for
our trip to South Bend. But between Winnetka and Downtown Chicago, we had to
transfer from one CTA train to another, by crossing from one side of some station
platform to the other. Now, | was certainly glad that others in the group knew how to
do this, since | would get all messed up with such activities. Getting off the CTA at
the right place in Downtown Chicago is another problem. But what | am trying to
point out here is that transfers are part of the transportation scheme. And one has to
live with it.

If a passenger in Kenosha wanted to get to Chicago in a hurry, they would do well to
investigate first traveling to Racine, thence to Sturtevant to catch Amtrak.

There are those who consider the cost of Amtrak to be excessive. Amtrak costs $20
while this proposed plan would cost about $10.10. This last figure is currently the
case also. These figures are from Milwaukee to Chicago. The solution is to increase
the subsidy for Amtrak. All the ground transit modes are subsidized anyway.
Perhaps a Milw to Chicago ticket could be $15 instead of $20. That may even increas:
ridership.

Comment was made about travel from Wisconsin to Northern Suburbs in Illinois.
This option currently exists with a Coach Lines bus transfer to Metra in Kenosha, or
via Greyhound to Waukegan.

Summarizing then, in my view, of the three transit choices that remain from who
knows how many have been considered, they are all wrong. In fact, there are already
so many transit choices in the Milwaukee Kenosha Corridor; it makes the rest of the
state look sick. | have a cottage in Tomahawk. Do you think | can get to Tomahawk
by public transportation? No Way. The closest | can get is Wausau or Rhinelander.
Here you spend a ton of money on STUDIES, when there already exists many modes
of public transportation in that Milwaukee to Kenosha corridor.

| am not even sold on the RAIL option, but it does make some sense that this method
would provide transportation OFF the Road where congestion is just bound to get
worse, over the years. Besides, the rail option is faster from Milwaukee to Kenosha
by perhaps 25 minutes.

Again, if the rail corridor path from Milwaukee to Kenosha is to be considered, then
methods of rail transportation as mentioned earlier, NOT EIGHT CAR TRAINSETS,
would certainly be more cost effective. Then, if and when the traffic warrants, greate
capacity can be added if and when ridership increases at a later time. Much later.
Then, some of the comments about re-vitalizing areas along the rail corridor may
come true.

Where does the money come from? | heard comments that other than the Federal
Transit grants, the remainder of the funds should come from the State. Local funds
MAY be used for renovation Depots. This is what | heard at the Cudahy meeting.
Well, the State is billions in the hole and funding will not exist from this source.
Therefore, | would propose a 2% sales tax be assessed in the communities thru
which the transit corridor passes, with less for Milwaukee because it does not pass
THROUGH Milwaukee County. Perhaps 0.1% for Milwaukee County. The fare
structure could reflect this also. Lower fares for residents of these 3 counties. | also
heard at the Cudahy meeting that the Kenosha Parking lot near the Metra Depot is
often full. The solution would be for Kenosha to increase the size of the parking lot.
Or to provide another parking lot somewhere and public transit or shuttle bus
between the station and the park lot.

| hope my comments have been acceptable; even they seem to go against the



preferred method listed in Bulletin 3. | have not read the other 2.
Thank You,

Charles Merten

1037 White Rock Av.

Waukesha, WI 53186

Submitted via internet 15 May 2003

Date received: 5/15/2003
Name: Richard A. Hansen
Organization:  Johnson Financial Group
Address: 555 Main Street, Suite 400

Racine, WI 53403
Comments:
As a major employer and catalyst for the betterment of Racine and southeastern
Wisconsin, the Johnson Financial Group is greatly supportive and excited about the
proposed commuter rail extension in the Kenosha, Racine and Milwaukee corridor.
Currently, over 650 of our associates live in these communities and commute to our
various locations each day.

Our company does business in various parts of the state, but primarily in
southeastern Wisconsin. Our associates conduct business meetings in Racine,
Kenosha, Milwaukee and Chicago. A commuter rail service, such as proposed, would
be a great benefit to our business; enhancing the ease of doing business with our
clients and our colleagues. The service would allow our associates to perform more
efficiently and effectively.

During non-business hours we feel certain that our associates would use the
commuter rail service to improve their quality of life and participate more actively in
the professional and social lifestyles uniquely available in metropolitan Chicago and
Milwaukee.

As our company grows, and to further strengthen the synergies with our internal and
external partners, there is a greater need for our associates to work in (and commute
to and from) the cities of Racine and Kenosha. Both cities are growing rapidly;
adding new/anchor businesses daily. Companies are requesting that new associates
relocate to move to these communities. In fact, as a company, we've found that it is
challenging to hire new associates due to their family needs and the difficulties
they've found in commuting into Racine and/or Kenosha.

Please accept this response as a formal statement of support of the proposed
commuter rail service by the Johnson Financial Group and its members. Thank you.

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: Sandie J. Mitcheltree
Organization:
Address: 2747 North 53rd Street

Milwaukee, WI 53210
Comments:

| hope I'm not too late to voice my support for continuing the Chicago Metra up to
Milwaukee.

| currently use the Metra, but must drive to Kenosha to do so. Milwaukee is a fine
city. Let's make it better by providing more transportation options. Get people out of
those cars!!!

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: Keisha Smith

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

As a Milwaukeean who travels frequently to Chicagoland for both business and
pleasure, | definitely favor the expansion of the Metra line. It would also be a great
boon for Milwaukee tourism. | know that many of my Chicago friends associates
would attend more of the festivals, etc if they could ride the commuter rail here.

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: Kenneth J. Schuh
Organization:
Address: 6629 Hillcrest Drive

Hartford, WI 53027-8851
Comments:
| fully support the expansion of Metra into more of Southeastern Wisconsin. For
several years while living in the Chicago suburbs, | was a regular Metra rider. The
dependablity and reliablity of the trains were exceptional. Riding Metra sure beat

sitting in traffic. | like the idea of rail service expansion, and | like the idea of
expanding an existing reliable system (Metra) vs. Wisconsin trying to build a new
system. | would hope that some day this could expand northwest and west of
Milwaukee.

Let's take advantage of this opportunity now and reap the benefits, rather than trying
to do it 20 years from now, when it will be much more difficult.

Metra's recent addition of a new line (the North Central Service) a few years back
seems to have been a big success. The existing Wisconsin Central tracks were used,
but needed the upgrades for passenger service. Likewise, the existing Union Pacific
tracks are there between Kenosha and Milwaukee, let's make the upgrades, and get
this done. The region should continue to move forward in this direction.

Thank you for your service in planning the future of Southeastern Wisconsin. Please
consider Metra's expansion in those plans going forward.

Ken Schuh

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: Jay Larkey
Organization:

Address: Fox Point, WI
Comments:

Public comment submitted for the record by telephone call from husband and wife:

From Dr. Jay Larkey (retired) and Lois Malawsky of Fox Point, 414-352-4190. Both are
in favor of the Metra extension and improved public transit services. This would be a
much more prudent use of resources than continuing to widen highways. Eventually
extending commuter rail service to the west and north (if Milwaukee) would also be
good. Extending the Metra service would allow them to get rid of one of their cars.

Comment taken over the phone by OPD, 5/15/03, 11:45 a.m.

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: John C. Murphy
Organization:
Address: 5801 Washington Ave.

Racine, WI 53406
Comments:

| am supportive of the idea of extending rail from Racine to Milwaukee and from
Racine to Kenosha...and our family would use it.

| am still confused about the cost of implementing the project and the anticipated
cost benefit.

Thank you

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: Hollis Russinof

Organization:

Address: 2853 W. Giddings St.
Chicago, IL 60625

Comments:

Dear Metra-

Yes!! | would like to see the Metra line continue to Milwaukee. | would use it often!!

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: Georgia L. Herrera
Organization:
Address: 723 Main Street

Racine, WI 53403
Comments:
Dear Interested Parties:

Please register my strong support for the extention of commuter rail into Racine
County and all points north to Milwaukee County.

| have taken the Metra system in the past to commute to work in Chicago. | would
surely use Metra to commute to Milwaukee for my court appearances | given the
opportunity. | would also use the rail system to take my children into Milwaukee. |
currently use Metra to go to Chicago museums regularly. | have used Amtrak, but it
is expensive.

Please give this installation of Commuter Rail into Racine County all due
consideration.
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Thank you

Date received: 5/15/2003
Name: Brian Dey
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Dear Sirs:

As co-founder of Just Cause Wisconsin, | feel it necessary to explain our position on
Light/Metro Rail. The cost ar outweighs any benefits. Mor accessible highways
provide more at a far lower cost, and they will be used. We don't have the urban
sprawl| of New York, L.A. or Chicago. Better use of tax dollars could be used to
upgrade our existing freeway system and future development of a freeway corridor
east of 1-94.

In a time when our budget is at a deficit and our existing freeways need repair, we
can not spend money on a system that has failed in other areas of the country. JCW
strongly urges you to vote against ANY plan where light/metro rail is involved.

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: John Hanrahan
Organization:
Address: Racine County

, WI
Comments:
| am very much opposed to the proposed expansion. The cost is grossly out of
control and is a burden the tax payers can not afford to bear. Ridership is low and
will not increase. Itis a waste of money.

Date received: 5/15/2003

Name: MARLENE M. SCHERRER

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

WE CANNOT AFFORD MORE COSTS TO TAXPAYERS. LET'S TRY TO LIVE MORE BY
THE 'WAY IT WORKS' IN ECONOMICS, RATHER THAN FALLING INTO THE TRAP OF
'DOING WHAT DOESN'T WORK' . . . . like overspending, or spending what we don't
have.

Let's not have commuter rail UNLESS AND UNTIL we have the money to pay for it
without taxpayer subsidy.........ccccoeirciiriineninennes THAT'S MY VOTE !
Thank you.

Date received: 5/14/2003

Name: Cari M. Piorier-Seal
Organization:
Address: 6248 S Creekside Dr. #13

Cudahy, Wi 53110
Comments:
Establishing a link between the souheastern part of Wisconsin and Chicago is long
overdue! Easy access to Mitchell International Airport would most definitely increase
tourism to Milwaukee, allow lllinois travelers to book out of Milwaukee. How
wonderful also for Milwaukeeans to have easier access to Michigan Avenue! A "poll"
among 22 of my acquaintances all indicated a definite "YES" for extending the Metro
line. For once, keep this proposal alive; Milwaukee - and Wisconsin - needs this link!
Progress for our state. YES! YES! YES!!

Date received: 5/14/2003

Name: Cindy Evanoff
Organization:
Address: 8424 Stonegate Road

Wind Lake, WI
Comments:
To Whom It May Concern:

| would like to comment on the proposed commuter rail from Kenosha to Milwaukee.
This is probably one of the biggest wastes of taxpayer dollars that could be thought
of. We do not have major traffic issues in this area from a commuting standpoint and
the cost per rider will be exorbitant. Check out the number of passengers that would
ride this on a daily basis to and from Chicago/Milwaukee/Kenosha. | have ridden on
Amtrack for business and it is not overcrowded. Please exercise some common
sense and spend our tax dollars a little more wisely so that the MAJORITY of
taxpayers will benefit from something and not the minority. We are a republic after
all and majority rules, not the politically correct minority.
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Date received: 5/14/2003
Name: Dorothy Clare Jacobs
Organization:  Private citizen
Address: 209 Montana Avenue

South Milwaukee, WI 53172
Comments:
After thoroughly reading the information provided online | must say that | am very
impressed. | have long thought that commuter service between Racine and
Milwaukee is badly needed. Are there plans to extent this service to the Northern anc
Western suburbs in the future? It seems that the idea of light rail between Waukesha
and Milwaukee has died, but the transportation needs are still there.

At this point | am in favor of this service. | will do more investigation into the
possible negative sides to this issue.

| actually wish the service was running now, as | am about to enter nursing school at
the downtown MATC campus. It would be wonderful to just get on the train to
downtown and then transfer to the circulating bus and get to class in a bit more than
an hour without the headache and expense of parking.

Sincerely,

Dorothy Clare Jacobs

Date received: 5/14/2003

Name: Debby Pizur
Organization:
Address: 809 Hawthorne Ave.

South Milwaukee, WI 53172
Comments:
| am my family are excited by the prospect that the Metra will be extended to the
Milw. area. We have used Metra catching it at Kenosha to go to Chicago. We would
visit Chicago more if we could catch the Metra near the airport.

Date received: 5/14/2003
Name: Donald A. Wescher
Organization:  Greater Milwaukee Green Party
Address: 2110 6th Ave.

South Milwaukee, Wi 53172
Comments:
Please support the proposed metro rail link between Kenosha & Milwaukee. | have
long been concerned about living in a more sustainable society, having been
involved in the First Earth Day in 1970. | subsequently learned how various large
corporations connected with the automobile industry bought up over 100 municipal
trolley lines around the U.S. and then dismantled them to eliminate such competition
they were later convicted of anti-trust violations but each corporate executive
received a fine of just one dollar (!) and each corporation $10,000 after spending
millions to buy up the trolley lines in the first place (there was a documentary about
this on public television in recent years). Now we have rush hour congestion needing
billions of dollars to continualy expand expressways, etc. Indeed, as others have
coined the phrase--we now have two seasons here in the midwest, "winter &
construction." Ivan lllich, a writer, once wrote that if we added up all the hours we
spent upon our automobiles, we actually would get to our destinations faster if we
walked there. And that does not even include such factors like perhaps part of the
motivation for our military interventions in Iraq and probably elsewhere involving the
usage and control of diminishing oil resources. Indeed some analysts feel that we ar:
very close to reaching the peak of oil production on Earth--then what do we do?
People complain about the costs of mass transit, but has there ever been a good
comparison of rail vs. auto costs that include such things as the accident rates,
increased pollution causing higher health care costs (I am a retired nurse), costs of
maintenance and expansion, etc.? | was impressed by some of the excellent mass
transit systems in Europe when | was in the U.S. Army in Germany and realized that
you can only get so many cars in a densely populated area before causing congestior
and therefore needing very costly expansion. The proposed rail link provides an
option that can relieve such congestion/expansion, which | hope you will support.
Thank you.

Date received: 5/14/2003

Name: Dona Poelman
Organization:
Address: 2935 Forest View Circle

Franksville, WI 53126

Comments:

| just wanted to voice my opinion that | think the expansion of the Metra is a rip-off
to taxpayers and will actually worsen Racine's economy, and | am vehemently
against it.

| find the anecdotal arguments for this to be utterly insulting. Taxpayers should get



clobbered so that retired folks can go down to Chicago to play? Why should | have to
work harder so that their leisurely transportation can be more relaxing? Taxpayers
should have to pay for the fact that certain families don't want the hassle of two cars?
Some of us have to have two cars--I drive throughout the day for my job, and my
husband works third shift. Why should | have to pay for another family's
transportation plus my own?

| have heard the argument that this will bring jobs. Studies have proven that this is
a "wash" due to just as many people leaving town for jobs as coming to town for
jobs. As an active member of the Racine community, and a hiring manager myself, |
believe that Racine will see the worst on both sides on this. Our largest companies
have made it clear that they want this system BECAUSE they want to hire from
outside of Racine, rather than tap into the many unemployed persons in our own
community. (it's an old joke in arranging speakers "they have to live a minimum of 60
miles away to be considered an expert.") On the other hand, our most talented people
will leave to find jobs because of Racine's currently weak economy. In other words, |
think this will worsen our downward spiral, on top of draining off more tax dollars.

But the most compelling thought to me is this. Aren't there better ways to spend
$15 million per year to improve our economy than this?

Date received: 5/14/2003

Name: Ellen Ferentz

Organization:  Future Milwaukee

Address: 759 N. Milwaukee
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Comments:

To whom this may concern:

The commuter rail is an idea long, long overdue. Itis environmentally friendly,
condusive to

building community relations, the right thing to do and the wave of the future.
People will

take advantage of the train. They will look forward to relaxing to and from their
destination,

connecting with family, colleagues, friends or just having the time to read the day's
news. Please continue to see this through. Rail is a big way to connect. In this day
and age connecting, staying connected is what it is all about. Thank you.

Date received: 5/14/2003
Name: Dawn Matlak
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

To whom it may concern:

| was given this e-mail as a contact to voice my support for a train running from
Milwaukee, through Racine and Kenosha and down to Chicago. | feel it is a long
overdue move, as it will encourage people to travel back and forth more w/o having
to shell out for gas and parking, as well as be better for the environment, make the
cities more accessible, and drive up visitor/tourism. Thank-you

Date received: 5/14/2003

Name: Marilyn Goris Wiseman
Organization:
Address: 2865 N. Prospect Avenue

Milwaukee, WI 53211
Comments:
Dear SEWRPC Commissioners,

| strongly urge you to move forward with plans to extend the Metra Commuter Rail
from Kenosha to Milwaukee. This would benefit the public, our economy and our
environment in Southeast Wisconsin. Poor air quality in Southeast Wisconsin is bad
for our health and bad for our economy. The extension would give people an
alternative to driving cars to Chicago and the communities south of Milwaukee.
Fewer cars on the road mean less air pollution. Cleaner air means fewer pollution
related health problems. Extending the commuter rail would develop our regional
economy and bring more people (with fewer cars & pollution) to spend money in
Milwaukee.

| prefer to take the train versus driving, it is safer, convenient, | can read the
newspaper or do my work and it is healthier for our environment. Since Amtrak
reduced the Hiawatha schedule, we have fewer options for travel to Chicago. The
extended commuter line would increase these options.

Thank you for including my comments in this public decision.

Date received: 5/14/2003

Name: Robert Nemanich

Organization:

Address: 2808 La Salle St.
Racine, WI 53402

Comments:

Dear Sirs:

| am enthusiastically in favor of extending the commuter rail system north from
Kenosha through Racine County to Milwaukee.

It will provide so many benefits to the economy, to the lives of its citizens, reduction
of pollution and increase the land values of the communities adjacent to which the

rail line would serve.

Itis a no-brainer!

Date received: 5/14/2003
Name: Marilyn Joyce
Organization:
Address:
Comments:
To Whom It May Concern:
| strongly support expansion of train service from Kenosha to Racine and
Milwaukee. This move would encourage tourism to two fine cities. It would also cut
help to improve the environment in this highly pollluted area.

Date received: 5/14/2003
Name: Joey Lalor
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

To whom it may concern:

| was given this e-mail as a contact to voice my support for a train running from
Milwaukee, through Racine and Kenosha and down to Chicago. | feel it is a long
overdue move, as it will encourage people to travel back and forth more w/o having
to shell out for gas and parking, as well as be better for the environment, make the
cities more accessible, and drive up visitor/tourism. Thank-you.

Date received: 5/14/2003

Name: Cathy D. Mason
Organization:
Address: 4414 5th Ave

Kenosha, WI 53140
Comments:
| believe | missed the deadline to submit a formal vote in favor of the SE Wisconsin
commuter railroad expansion--but | do want to extend my support for the plan. It
would expand work,travel and commercial possibilites for everyone in the area. |
know | would shop and patronize cultural events in Milwaukee much more often if rai
service were available. Thank You--Cathy Mason, historian and writer from Kenosha.

Date received: 5/13/2003

Name: Jeff Moore

Organization:

Address: 6744 middle rd. #2
Racine, WI 53402

Comments:

Dear sirs:

| am concerned that this foolishness about expanding light rail into Racine is not
being looked at with much intelligence at all. Just where do you guys plan on getting
the 20 million dollars that is going to be needed at the local level? | am really curious
to find out who has these deep pockets that you are trying to shove your greedy
hands into. Even if that figure was only going to be 10 million there is no way in the
world that Racine taxpayers can afford that kind of money, our property taxes are
high enough!

What kind of fool thinks that downtown racine is going to become some kind of
bustling tourist trap? There is no way people are going to take an hour trip on a train
just to see racine's downtown. They can go to Milwaukee or Kenosha or Chicago, in
the same amount of time and they will be able to get to these places alot faster too.
Racine is nothing special that it needs to spend that kind of money so that a few
hundred people can use a train that is being susidized by the entire state. | hope
smarter heads prevail and shoot this stupid project down where it belongs, the trash
bin.
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Date received: 5/13/2003

Name: Christine Harris
Organization: UPAF
Address: 929 N. Water St

Milwaukee, WI 53202
Comments:
| endorse the Metra Extension because it will:
* Assist in revitalizing our economy
* Develop the Milwaukee-Racine-Chicago economic corridor
* Provide easy, reliable regional access to labor, education and jobs
* Build our tax base
* Make us more competive in attracting business and talent
* Increase property values near stations and community-wide
* Improve our air quality
* Make our city a better place to live and do business
* Be a smart investment in mobility using existing rail right-of-way in a densly
populated corridor

Thank you for listening.

Date received: 5/13/2003

Name: Bety Ben

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

i totally support the metra extension from kenosha to milw. the availability of
commuter rail service will allow racine residents the opportunity to expand job
opportunities which they desperately need. it wll be a plus for businesses that would
come to racine. commuter rail would be a blessing for the environment. racine has
an existing station that will also be the city bus transfer station which is another plus.
we need to get people out of expensive and polluting cars for transprtation and get
them back on good old trains.

To whom it may concern:

Although | am not currently a resident of Racine, | spent my entire childhood in the
area. It's an region of tremendous resources. In the last decade, I've grown anxious
to see the area meet its potential. Racine's historic roots and breathtaking waterfront
make it a potential utopia. It just needs some work in its sense of community.

The New York subway is my sole means of transportation between home in Brooklyn
and my magazine of employment in Manhattan. | appreciate the train for a plethora
of reasons. Taking the train alleviates the cost of maintaining a car, reduces road
and highway traffic and dismisses the responsibility of driving safely. More
substantially, the train has become an easy medium between my two cultural worlds.

Albeit unrealistic to have this non-car-owning lifestyle in Racine, the Metra extension
would open up a whole new population to commuters in the area. My commute in
New York is essentially a small-scale version of what could potentially happen with
Racine's connection to its larger neighbors. Obviously, Metra would open up the
option of Chicago commuters to live in Racine. In more subtle ways, however, it can
help broaden the cultural experiences of these neighboring communities. It's
important to acknowledge how little experience most Racine residents have of the
streets of Chicago, especially considering their close proximity to its urban core. This
commuter rail can open up a convenient and inexpensive channel for Racine to know
this seemingly distant city. As well, it can open the floodgates of day-trippers to
Racine who can discover it's charming downtown and museums. Opening up these
cultural gates helps Racine identify its niche in the larger community.

| have always been a supporter of a rail system between Milwaukee and Chicago.
Not only does it link the two, but it opens up a world of communication between theil

smaller neighbors.

Thanks for your time

Date received: 5/13/2003

Name: Stevan M. Sreckovic
Organization:
Address: 909 Willow Lane

South Milwaukee, WI 53172
Comments:
To whom it may concern:

Commuter rail is long overdue in Southeastern Wisconsin. | have lived in
Washington, DC, the past few years, and the Metro system here is the only thing
holding regional transit together. Northern Virginia (for those of you who may have
been there) is an example of what must NOT be done. Freeways and six-lane roads
are built non-stop to accomodate growth, and are jammed almost the moment they
are built. Mass transit, especially rail, is an excellent complement to the current
system, and can take a far heavier passenger burden than roads. | say we go for it!

Sincerely,
Stevan M. Sreckovic

Date received: 5/13/2003

Name: Gleda L. Dreke
Organization:
Address: 1711 Chapman Drive

Waukesha, WI 53189
Comments:
It would be very benefical to have the Metra from Milwaukee to Chicago. With our
family living in Highland Park, we could visit more often! As it stands now, | have to
take the Amtrac to Glenview and then find some way to get to Highland Park. My
family and | would use this train quite often. Thank you for your consideration.

Date received: 5/13/2003

Name: Stevan M. Sreckovic
Organization:
Address: 909 Willow Lane

South Milwaukee, WI 53172
Comments:
To whom it may concern:

Commuter rail is long overdue in Southeastern Wisconsin. | have lived in
Washington, DC, the past few years, and the Metro system here is the only thing
holding regional transit together. Northern Virginia (for those of you who may have
been there) is an example of what must NOT be done. Freeways and six-lane roads
are built non-stop to accomodate growth, and are jammed almost the moment they
are built. Mass transit, especially rail, is an excellent complement to the current
system, and can take a far heavier passenger burden than roads. | say we go for it!

Sincerely,
Stevan M. Sreckovic

Date received: 5/13/2003
Name: Nicole L. Maney-Bralick
Organization:  Ashley Nicole
Address: 1017 Milwaukee Ave
South Milwaukee, WI 53172
Comments:
| think having a commuter train would be great!! As a business owner it would bring
a lot more people into the business area that normaly wouldn't be able to make it.

South Milwaukee isn't always the easiest place to get to if your not from the area,
being able to take a train would make it more convenient for people!

It will also bring in more revenue for the area and would help make South Milwaukee
a very attractive place to come, not just for the businesses but for people to come anc
see our great town and park system.

Thank you,
Nicole

Date received: 5/13/2003

Name: Jerold P. Franke
Organization: WISPARK LLC
Address: 301 West Wisconsin Avenue

Milwaukee, WI 53203
Comments:
| strongly support the extension of Metra from Kenosha through Racine to
Milwaukee, especially if it is part of a well planned intermodal transportation system.
The benefits of commuter rail in SE Wisconsin would be very signiifcant.

Date received: 5/13/2003

Name: Tom Oesau
Organization: Time Out New York
Address:

Comments:
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Date received: 5/13/2003

Name: Joe Sabol
Organization:
Address: 6328 Washington Ave

Racine, WI 53406-3918
Comments:
To Whom It May Concern:

| support efforts to establish the METRA Extension from Milwaukee and Racine to
Chicago.

| have an occasional need for my business to travel to Chicago and | look forward to
the opportunity to get on a train and read, write, and prepare for my work. Driving
my car is hectic and consumes fuel and creates pollution (although my car is in tune,
it still emits CO2!) | would also use METRA for pleasure travel to Chicago.

| have used METRA from Kenosha in the past, but a stop in Racine would be more
convenient. | use AMTRAK from Sturtevant, too.

| suggest the route include a stop at Milwaukee's Mitchell Field - then Wisconsin
would truly have an integrated transit plan, like many cities in Europe.

| would support increased fuel tax to pay for METRA costs.

Joseph E. Sabol

6328 Washington Ave.
Racine, Wisconsin 53406-3918
tel: 262.886.5482

e-mail: sabol@execpc.com

Dear Mr. Yunker,

| just wanted to send you a quick note asking you and the other members of SEWRPC
to support the extension of Commuter rail service from Chicago to Racine and
Milwaukee. This would be a valuable asset to our community as it would continue to
encourage growth in our area by providing easy access to the major employment
areas. It may also encourage office development in our area as employers may build
corporate H.Q. here as they would still have easy access to their manufacturing
facilities located in the major metropolitan areas. Thank you for your consideration in
this matter and thanks to all the members of SEWRPC for the help they provide to
Wisconsin.

Date received: 5/12/2003

Name: Dianne Copus

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Please extend the rail system for those of us in Milwaukee who love going to Chicagc
and don't want to spend a fortune before we get there. It would be greatly
appreciated and much used.

Thank you.

Date received: 5/13/2003

Name: Joseph E. Sabol
Organization:
Address: 6328 Washington Ave.

Racine, WI 53406-3918
Comments:
To Whom It May Concern:

| support efforts to establish the METRA Extension from Milwaukee and Racine to
Chicago.

| have an occasional need for my business to travel to Chicago and | look forward to
the opportunity to get on a train and read, write, and prepare for my work. Driving
my car is hectic and consumes fuel and creates pollution (although my car is in tune,
it still emits CO2!) | would also use METRA for pleasure travel to Chicago.

| have used METRA from Kenosha in the past, but a stop in Racine would be more
convenient. | use AMTRAK from Sturtevant, too.

| suggest the route include a stop at Milwaukee's Mitchell Field - then Wisconsin
would truly have an integrated transit plan, like many cities in Europe.

| would support increased fuel tax to pay for METRA costs.

Date received: 5/12/2003
Name: GIGI OLIVER
Organization: ~ CITY OF RACINE PURCHASING DEPT
Address: 826 PARK AVE

RACINE, WI 53403
Comments:
| ENDORSE THE METRO SYSTEM. | BELIEVE IT WILL OFFER OPPORTUNITIES FOR
WORK AND EDUCATION TO INNER CITY AS WELL AS YOUNG GRADUATES. IT WIL
OFFER THEM THEM A CHANCE TO BROADEN THEIR SCOPE WHEN SEEKING JOBS
AND HIGHER EDUCATION. FOR THE CITY OF RACINE IT WILL BRING LIFE TO OUR
CITY AND ALLOW SOME DIVERSITY (NETWORKING OF DIFFERENT PEOPLE OR
BUSINESS OWNERS) | MYSELF WILL UTILIZE THIS SERVICE; IT'S HARD WHEN
TRAVELING TO CHICAGO AND YOUR SEEKING ADEQUATE PARKING WHEN YOU
CAN JUST USE THE RAIL TO AND FROM YOUR DESTINATION.

Date received: 5/12/2003

Name: Collee S. Jones

Organization:

Address: 412 Chicago Street
Racine, WI 53405

Comments:

I'm all for it!

Date received: 5/13/2003

Name: Jean Seidel
Organization:

Address: Milwaukee, WI
Comments:

Dear Mr.Yunker,

This email is to encourage you to extend commuter rail to Milwaukee from Chicago.
| lived in Chicago for many years,and often had to make trips to Milwaukee, and
would have indeed liked the option of a day train up here rather than driving. In
addition, since | have been living here in Milwaukee | have had occasion to pick up
friends at the Kenosha station, which was obviously not very convenient.

After living abroad in Germany for 9 years, | found the train system to be a
wonderful alternative to driving as it allowed easy access to the downtown areas,
without the cost of parking. | feel it is important for the economy as well as for the
environmental health of this country to reduce our dependence on oil burning
vehicles as much as possible and to provide good public transportation.

thank you for your consideration.

Date received: 5/12/2003

Name: Charles V. Ricchio
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| endorse the Metra Extension because it will:

* Assist in revitalizing our economy

* Develop the Milwaukee-Racine-Chicago economic corridor

* Provide easy, reliable regional access to labor, education and jobs

* Build our tax base

* Make us more competitive in attracting business and talent

* Increase property values near stations and community-wide

* Improve our air quality

* Make our city a better place to live and do business

* Be a smart investment in mobility using existing rail right-of-way in a densely
populated corridor

| look forward to the day that commuter rail service returns to our community.

Date received: 5/12/2003
Name: William Chesen
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Date received: 5/12/2003

Name: David J. Wohlgemuth
Organization:
Address: 5402 Westmore Drive

Racine, WI 53406
Comments:
David J. Wohlgemuth endorses the Metra Extension because it will:
* Assist in revitalizing our economy
* Develop the Milwaukee-Racine-Chicago economic corridor
* Provide easy, reliable regional access to labor, education and jobs
* Build our tax base

B-53



* Make us more competitive in attracting business and talent

* Increase property values near stations and community-wide

* Improve our air quality

* Make our city a better place to live and do business

* Be a smart investment in mobility using existing rail right-of-way in a densely
populated corridor

Thank you

Date received: 5/11/2003
Name: valerie k. mazelis
Organization:  city of racine building dept
Address: 730 washington ave

racine, wi 53403
Comments:
i have always loved the train... i started on the old north shore from milwaukee to
chicago when i was 2 years old to visit santa claus at marshall fields - then it was the
chicago-northwestern station on state street here in racine to visit my girlfriend in
milwaukee as a teenager... i also took the old milwaukee road to st louis with the
porthole windows and geodesic dome car and velvet couched lounge and have also
done more amtrak trips from chicago to texas to seattle than i can count and the past
couple years my boyfriend and i have driven to kenosha or waukegan mostly (a more
frequent schedule..) to take the metra to spend a night in chicago and i REALLY
REALLY REALLY would love to be able to leave from racine to go to chicago or
milwaukee - thank you for listening to my ramble and please keep me in touch and let
me know if there's anything i can do to help.
there is nothing like the train...

Date received: 5/11/2003

Name: Mike Conley
Organization:
Address: 7433 N Bell Rd

Fox Point, WI 53217
Comments:
Hello,

| support extending rail service from Chicago to Milwaukee, extending beyond the
current Kenosha service. | believe rail is an important alternative to automobile
transportation, both economically and environmentally. With the increasing numbers
of Milwaukeeans who travel to Chicago for work or pleasure, | believe rail travel to be
a necessity.

Thanks

Date received: 5/10/2003

Name: Susan M. Torosian
Organization:
Address: 1244 Grove Avenue

Racine, WI 53405
Comments:
| would like to see the Metra Extension because it will:
* Assist in revitalizing our economy
* Develop the Milwaukee-Racine-Chicago economic corridor
* Provide easy, reliable regional access to labor, education and jobs
* Build our tax base
* Make us more competive in attracting business and talent
* Increase property values near stations and community-wide
* Improve our air quality
* Make our city a better place to live and do business
* Be a smart investment in mobility using existing rail right-of-way in a densly
populated corridor

Date received: 5/10/2003

Name: Daniel Wright

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

As a Racine resident | believe that rail service being available to Chicago & Milwaukee
would be an excellent advantage to the area. It would allow transit to Chicago to be
much easier and less of a hassle than driving, and Milwaukee service would open up
new opportunities to enjoy that city without the nuisance of highway delays. This
would be an environmental plus as well, to get authos off the highways.
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Date received: 5/9/2003

Name: Bryan W. Stedman
Stedman Family

3300 Southwood Drive
Racine, WI 53406

Organization:
Address:

Comments:
Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Commuter Rail

My family endorses the Metra Extension because it will:
* Assist in revitalizing our economy, which is really needed at this time.

* Develop the Milwaukee-Racine-Chicago economic corridor. To me, this is very
important. We have to look at the great picture and realize we need Chicago.

* Provide easy, reliable regional access to labor, education and jobs; plus it will
provide another way for me to take my family to Cubs games :)

* Build our tax base, bigger tax base is good.

* Make us more competive in attracting business and talent, another good thing. So
far we've been anti-attractive, be nice to change things.

* Increase property values near stations and community-wide, this may take some
time but it the long run it will happen.

* Improve our air quality, true, unless of course they build a bigger coal plant oak
creek. But every bit helps.

* Make our city a better place to live and do business; hopefully it will attract people
from Chicago to come live in our community. They may still work in Chicago, but he
they'll be paying taxes here.

* Be a smart investment in mobility using existing rail right-of-way in a densly
populated corridor, sounds smart to me, the plan will use exisiting rail lines. Maybe
later some can be added, be nice to see it go to Waukesha, and Madison. But right
now | think Kenosha, Racine and Milwaukee is a no-brainer.

Bryan & Tiffany Stedman
262-554-7926

Date received: 5/9/2003

Name: Jennifer Connolly

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| am just writing in hopes that my vote for the Metra commuter rail service will help
in the decision process. | live on the northeast side of Racine and | communte to
Abbott Park, lllionois (Waukegan Road and Buckley) every day. If the Metra came
through Racine, it would be a huge blessing. | originally grew up in the northwest
suburbs of Chicago and lived downtown Chicago for several years. All of my famiy
and friends are still there so | do a great deal of driving every week.

Not only would the Metra assist the people of Racine to get to lllinois, | believe the
Metra will help the economy of Racine by encourging people to visit!

Please help make it possible for the Metra to come to Racine!!!!

Thank you

Date received: 5/9/2003
Name: Gregory S. Stone
Organization:  Kenosha Unified School District #1

Address: 7211 S Tifton Drive
Franklin, WI 53132

Comments:

Hi:

| am entirely in favor of extending the Metra line into Milwaukee. It makes total sense¢
for workers that commute between these areas, and to encourage more
entertainment dollars to move between these large metropolitan areas. Anything to
get the cars off the road because, of course, the environment is a primary reason to
make this happen. We need more forward thinking proposals like this one.

Good luck in your pursuits!

Greg Stone




Date received: 5/9/2003

Name: James Casey
Organization:

Address: Peoria, IL
Comments:

To the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission:

This email is an unqualified note of support for the extension of the Metra line from
Kenosha into downtown Milwaukee. | rode the Metra line both from Kenosha and
Highland Park, IL into Evanston, IL while | worked at Northwestern University. 99% of
the time it was was on time. Not only is Metra reliable, but it also is a nice way to
commute to work. If I lived in the Milwaukee-Chicago corridor, | would surely use the
line.

So | urge SEWRPC to support and plan for the Metra extension. SEWRPC should also
properly rebuild the Milwaukee freeway system (NOT the way Mayor Norquist thinks
it should be done) and should push for completing the "Gap Closure" between the
Stadium-North and Fond du Lac Freeways. Community participation a la the Lake
Parkway should be utilized.

| wish SEWRPC the best of success in its efforts to properly plan for southeastern
Wisconsin's future.

Date received: 5/9/2003

Name: Dawn M. Laznicka-Imberi
Organization:
Address: 2229 Loraine Ave

Racine, WI 53404
Comments:
| think the Metra is a wonderful idea and should be considered for many reasons. |
myself lived in Japan for two years and found that trains were the best way to travel.
They gave me time to concentrate on other things like reading and work instead of
driving. | currently drive to Kenosha to take the train to Chicago and the outlying
areas or | go to Sturtevant and pay for an expensive Amtrak ride. | do not know that
it will catch on with the whole population but | am sure that there are a great many
people who would prefer to commute to jobs by train from Racine. It also would help
with conserving energy and creating better air quality.

Date received: 5/9/2003
Name: Amy R. Watson
Organization:  University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee
Address: 2310 E Hartford Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53211
Comments:
To Whom It May Concern:

The prospect of commuter train service between Milwaukee and Chicago is a very
exciting one for the University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee. It is important for us to
develop viable transportation alternatives to reduce the parking demand in and
around campus. The KRM Commuter Rail extension has the potential to directly
affect that issue. Such a transportation service would also link Milwaukee to major
population and job centers along the KRM corridor, creating better access to UWM fo
thousands of potential students, faculty, and staff.

Our ability to attract and retain students, faculty, and staff would be greatly enhanced
by regional transportation amenities like commuter rail. Discussions about commute
trains in Milwaukee have been ongoing for over a decade and finally momentum and
support are building, and | am hopeful that we will see commuter trains in Milwaukee
soon. UWM supports the KRM Commuter Rail project because it will:

-Assist in revitalizing our economy;

-Develop the Milwaukee-Racine-Chicago economic corridor;
-Provide easy, reliable regional access to labor, education and jobs;
-Enhance our ability to attract talented students, faculty and staff;
-Increase property values near stations and community-wide;
-Improve our air quality;

-Make our city a better place to live and do business.

As a collaborator with Transit NOW, UWM recognizes the importance and
effectiveness of Transit NOW's work to help educate the community about KRM
Commuter Rail, and to help facilitate the support and cooperation required for this
important project to become a reality.

Sincerely,
Amy Watson

Community and Local Government Relations
University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee

(414) 229-5188

Date received: 5/9/2003
Name: Diane . Schacht
Organization:  City of Racine
Address: 730 Washington Avenue

Racine, WI 53403
Comments:
As private citizen, | endorse the Metra Extension becuase it will develop the
Milwaukee-Racine-Chicago economic corridor, assist in reviatlizing our economy,
build our tax base, improve air quality, make our city a better place to live and do
business and provide easy, reliable regional access to labor, education and jobs.

Date received: 5/9/2003

Name: Steven J. Torosian
Organization:  Young Professionals of Racine
Address: 1244 Grove

Racine, WI 53405
Comments:

Commuter Rail should be whole heartedly supported for a great many reasons, some
of which | detailed below:

1) Economic Development is critical to this area

2) The geographic area being considered has a high concentration of economically
disadvantaged citizens. Providing access to jobs should be an important
consideration in this decision

3) Commuter Rail will move from fractional based cities into regional based
mentalities and develop an important Chicago-Milwaukee corridor.

4) It will attract jobs and young talent.

5) It makes us more competitive

6) Environmentally it makes sense

7) It reduces highway traffic and repair costs

8) It leverages private/public investments

9) It's fun to ride trains

10) It increases property value and tax revenues

11) Commuter Rail is convenient for young and old alike

12) Revival of Rail initiatives increases desire to renew communities

13) Having access to large quantities of quality employees is a major consideration
for business location, more than bricks and morter

14) Less run-off pollution from highways

15) Rail fares are similar to bus fairs

16) Better access to more colleges

17) It will not divert funding sources from existing transit services

18) 80% of the funding will come from federal sources and 10%+ from state sources
19) It's a great return on investment

20) There seems to be widespread support for this initiative. How often does that
happen?

21) Sprawl reduction in a heavily populated areas

22) Safer than driving

23) Workforce development applications are huge!

24) Now is the time for action!

25) No one loses! We all win by this proposal!

Date received: 5/9/2003

Name: Sawyer DeMint
Organization:
Address: 212 lllinois Street

Racine, WI 53405
Comments:
| endorse the Metra Extension because it will:

* Assist in revitalizing our economy

* Develop the Milwaukee-Racine-Chicago economic corridor

* Provide easy, reliable regional access to labor, education and jobs
* Build our tax base

* Make us more competive in attracting business and talent

* Increase property values near stations and community-wide

* Improve our air quality

* Make our city a better place to live and do business

* Be a smart investment in mobility using existing rail right-of-way in a densly
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populated corridor

Date received: 5/9/2003

Name: lincoln d. fowler
Organization: alterra coffee roasters, inc.
Address: 2211 n. prospect ave.

milwaukee, wi 53202
Comments:

| am an owner of Alterra Coffee and can speak for both myself and the organization.

We beleive strongly in public transport, especially rail links, and encourage the
establishment of the metra link.

Alterra Coffee Roasters and | both endorse the Metra Extension because it will:

* Assist in revitalizing our economy

* Develop the Milwaukee-Racine-Chicago economic corridor

* Provide easy, reliable regional access to labor, education and jobs

* Build our tax base

* Make us more competive in attracting business and talent

* Increase property values near stations and community-wide

* Improve our air quality

* Make our city a better place to live and do business

* Be a smart investment in mobility using existing rail right-of-way in a densly
populated corridor

Date received: 5/9/2003

Name: Dan G. Taivalkoski
Organization:  The Beacon Tavern & Grill
Address: 3113 Douglas Avenue

Racine, WI 53402
Comments:

| fully support the commuter rail concept. It increases my customer base by giving me
access to customers from Chicago to Milwaukee in addition to possibly supporting
my existing customers living in Racine by allowing them to continue to reside here
while working elsewhere. The costs associated with this proposal are dwarfed by the
benefits.

Date received: 5/9/2003

Name: Doug Selky
Organization:
Address: 6650 Apollo Drive

Racine, WI 53406
Comments:
Dear Sir/Madam:

This proposition is a win-win scenario for Racine and Milwaukee. | personally would
use the train to commute to night school in Chicago from Racine as opposed to
driving to Kenosha, which is a 1/2 hour drive from my residence. | would also use the
METRA to commute to work in Milwaukee and would welcome the opportunity to get
work done on the ride to the office. Please put me down as an avid supporter of this
measure.

Doug Selky

Date received: 5/8/2003

Name: Mary Mcllvaine

Organization:

Address: 1022 Villa Street
Racine, WI 53403

Comments:

Hello:

| support the Metra Extension. | am a former North Shore passenger in Racine and
have since early grade school mourned the demise of this handy transit option.

The hard life lesson of highways is that more pavement does not mean less
congestion. Relatively speaking, rail transit seems able to accomodate far more
people with less additional expense. We have experienced seemingly endless
highway congestion on parts of most car trips and are among those who avoid
Chicago because of road congestion. There is always a jam or clog even in so-called
off-peak hours.

Similarly, we have been in large city train and subway stations with thousands of

others, all of whom are able to get on the trains they need to, and who are promptly
taken to their destinations.
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While teeming thousands of passengers daily is not what | foresee for Racine, | woulc
guess Metra would have a very healthy start here. It would help us in ways beyond
transit in terms of merchants and services attracted to accessible neighborhoods.

Right now we are at a turning point as a city with ever more tourist attractions and
more appealing neighborhoods offering competitively priced housing. We need to
realize that a sound investment in transit infrastructure would pay huge benefits to
many people, as was detailed at the April 30 hearing in Racine.

It is also time to think of those who are not able to afford expensive private
transportation. We need systems which are available to everyone.

Date received: 5/8/2003

Name: Joelyn Olen
Organization:
Address: N101 W16049 Santa Fe Drive

Germantown, WI 53022
Comments:
| am adding my voice to the many who want to see the Metra extended from Kenoshi
all the way to Milwaukee. Commuter rail is a clean, reliable, affordable way for
people to travel from community to community and state to state.

The AMTRAK is a fine train system but does not service enough communities and ha:
become very expensive. The Metra works well for the suburban Chicago area. With
the number of commuters between the Chicago area and the Milwaukee, Racine,
Kenosha area it makes sense to extend from Kenosha to Milwaukee. The existing rail
is in place for this to happen.

Date received: 5/8/2003

Name: Timothy Richter

Organization:

Address: 442 East Fremont Place
Milwaukee, WI 53207

Comments:

SEWRPC:

| wish to express my support for the expansion of the Metra commuter train to
Downtown Milwaukee. This is a very reasonable investment that would benefit
Milwaukee probably even more than Chicago. | know | would frequently use the trair
as a means to travel to Chicago rather than taking my car. Currently, Amtrak service
is simply too expensive of an option.

It is essential for the Greater Milwaukee Region have more transportation options.
Milwaukee is a big city and desperately needs alternatives to highway transportation

and slow bus service. This is a very smart investment.

Thank you

Date received: 5/8/2003

Name: Diane Rosenfeldt
Organization:
Address: 2064 Douglas Avenue

Racine, WI 53402-4616
Comments:
Ladies and Gentlemen:

| am strongly in favor of the proposed K-R-M Metra extension. | have been
commuting to work in Milwaukee via Wisconsin Coach Lines (WCL) for almost 30
years, and am painfully aware of the shortcomings of existing transit options.

| choose to ride the bus because it's still less expensive, less stressful and more
environmentally responsible than driving, but | have watched the level of WCL's
service slide steadily downhill over the years. Since Greyhound stopped coming into
Kenosha and Racine, WCL has had a monopoly on bus service in the K-R-M corridor,
and has responded not by enhancing its service but by cutting it back at every
opportunity. Our route is not subsidized by Racine or Kenosha Counties, and the
buses we get are often substandard (i.e. no air conditioning or heat; doors, brakes,
lights or seats that are broken; improperly maintained rest room; smells from battery
acid in the passenger area), while the newer, better buses are either saved for
charters or sent to the upscale, county-subsidized Waukesha routes. Over the past
few years, WCL has radically changed run times with no regard to the true needs of
its riders, and has altogether cut out all but a few runs (though subsequent outcry did
cause it to ultimately rethink a couple of these choices). Our route is considered by
WCL to be downscale, and we've actually been told that we don't get the better buses
because it's felt that we'll vandalize them. In fact, the ridership on the commute-time
routes is largely "regulars", professionals in a variety of fields, and most of us have
better things to do than magic-marker our names on the upholstery. The point is that
WCL, while an *existing* alternative to mass transit, can't be depended upon to serve



the mass transit needs of Kenosha and Racine Counties in the future because it
simply does not want to be bothered.

| also echo some of the speakers at the hearings in urging that *more* than
"medium" service be implemented for K-R-M. | would love to be able to get to a
cultural event in Chicago or Milwaukee without having to worry about driving
conditions or parking. | think that having hassle-free access available to cultural
amenities as well as business opportunities can only increase the appeal of Kenosha
and Racine as "bedroom" communities.

The K-R-M proposal can ONLY benefit everyone. | hope that this initiative goes
forward, and sooner rather than later!

Date received: 5/7/2003

Name: Dale Egle

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,

| WASN'T ABLE TO ATTEND ANY OF THE RECENT MEETINGS HELD REGARDING
THE EXPANSION OF THE METRA TRAIN FROM KENOSHA TO MILWAUKEE, DO TO
MY SCHEDULE. MY WIFE AND | ARE VERY MUCH IN FAVOR OF THE EXPANSION,
FOR MANY REASONS MANY OF WHICH I'M SURE WERE MENTIONED AT YOUR
MEETINGS. | FEEL THE MEDIUM SCHEDULE FOR THE TRAINS WOULD PROBABLY
BE BEST TO START. PLEASE GO FORWARD WITH THIS PLAN. | HAVE ALSO
WRITTEN MY REPRESENTATIVE PAUL RYAN REGARDING MY SUPPORT IN THIS
MATTER. THANK YOU AND GOOD LUCK.

Date received: 5/7/2003
Name: Lauren
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Dear reader,

As a resident of Lake County lllinois, | would love it if the metra line was extended
beyond Kenosha to Milwaukee. As it is now, | don't have to drive to Chicago and
battle with parking which is wonderful. However this is not the case for Milwaukee.
Because | live almost eqidistantly between these two cities, along with the rest of the
northern lllinoisins, it would be a blessing to ride the train to Milwaukee as well.
Because | go to school in Milwaukee, this would open up doors for me and other
students when comming home and arranging things. Traffic on this line would go up
quite a bit. | know a lot of students in Milwaukee that like to go to Chicago. | hope
that this line extension proposal makes way.

Date received: 5/7/2003

Name: Barbara Eisenberg
Organization:
Address: 2661A N. Fratney

Milwaukee, WI 53212
Comments:
| am very much in favor of extending the Metra to provide commuter rail service from
Kenosha to Racine and Milwaukee. The commuter rail alternative would provide the
greatest benefits.

-Convenience

-Direct service without need for transfer

-Most reliable in variable weather conditions

-Greatest passenger comfort

-Shortest travel time

-Job opportunities

-Economic development along the communter corridor
-Adaptable to potential future growth in passenger numbers
-High level of service

Sincerely,

Barbara Eisenberg

Date received: 5/6/2003

Name: Susan K. Maciolek
Organization:

Address: Milwaukee, WI
Comments:

| totally support the efforts to extend Metra north into Wisconsin. It's a much needed
link between the metro areas of Chicago and Milwaukee. | grew up in lllinois when
the Northwestern trains still went all the way to Milwaukee, and | never understood
why that service was stopped.

Being able to take a commuter train in either direction would allow workers access tc
a broader job market. It would also allow people to choose from a greater variety of
recreational choices, not to mention help the environment by reducing the number ol
cars on the road. And it's bound to be more economical than Amtrak. Amtrak simply
isn't a practical option for commuters.

Please do everything possible to ensure that Metra service is extended to Milwaukee.

Date received: 5/6/2003

Name: Moreau and Marilyn MacCaughey
Organization:

Address: Racine, WI

Comments:

Gentlemen:

We feel that extending the Metra line through Racine and on to Milwaukee will be a
distinct advantage to Southeastern Wisconsin. It will provide opportunities for easy
traveling between cities in the Milwaukee - Chicago megalopolis, whether it be for
business or pleasure. All of the cities included in this area have a wide variety of
atractions, businesses, academic insitutions etc., many of which are of world-wide
caliber. and of great appeal to both locals and visitors.

Funding will be a challenge but should not be insurmountable.

The old North Shore line had many fans for many years. Metra should be able to
attract similar popularity. And reduce auto dependence in the process.

Good luck!

Date received: 5/6/2003

Name: Donald B. Lawson
Organization:
Address: 707 Hawthorne Ave.
South Milwaukee, WI 53172-1733
Comments:
Hi.

I'm in favor of expanding Metra service to bring it all the way to Milwaukee. | would
hope that this expanded service would include stops in Racine, South Milwaukee,
Cudahy, and Milwaukee.

The reasons for my opinion are:

1) The efforts to bring more people into downtown Racine (via marina development
etc.) will be enhanced by allowing people living in downtown Racine to commute by
train to either Chicago or Milwaukee.

2) My son, who has epilepsy, may never be able to drive a car. He lives with us in
South Milwaukee. He hopes to attend Shimer College in Waukegan. Metra service

would allow him to commute from his house to school and back.

Thanks for opening up this issue to public comment!

Date received: 5/6/2003

Name: Ron Bares

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| am in favor of extending Metra to Milwaukee.

Date received: 5/6/2003

Name: Cheri Briscoe
Organization:
Address: 2777 N. 68th St.

Milwaukee, WI 53210
Comments:
To SEWRPC re: Metra Extension hearings,
| wish to testify in support of the Metra Extension proposal. When | go to Chicago, |
prefer to take the train, because | can spend my 90 minutes reading while traveling,
plus | don't have to pay expensive parking costs, or to use my time searching for a
parking place. Metra would expand my train transportation choices, and would be
cheaper. |urge you to support the proposed Metra Extension. Of course, the air
pollution prevention and savings of costs of expensive freeway widening, plus
additional safety concerns, would be an added advantage.

B-57



Date received: 5/6/2003

Name: Gary Becker
Organization:  City of Racine
Address:

Comments:

I am in full support of extending the Metra service from Kenosha to Milwaukee. The
reasons for this are many; from local benéefits to regional concerns.

The regional benefits to Metra are many. This will give employees and employers the
ability to move within the region easier than they do now. In today's economy
people need options in transportation choices, presently the options are not as good
as they should be. The Metra extension will help to connect the Milwaukee-Chicago
corridor in a way that it has never been linked before. This will give the area the start
to building a regional economy that can attain its' potential to be a bigger power in
the Midwest than it currently is.

From a local standpoint this will be one of the keys to revitalizing the Racine area.
We have led the state of Wisconsin in unemployment for over seven years. Within
walking distance of the Metra stations will be the type of good paying family
supporting jobs that the people of Racine need. This will enable our residents to
have the transportation system they need to get to these jobs.

The location of the Metra station in Racine will also be in an area that we have
worked hard at in improving the housing and surrounding area. The addition of the
Metra will only accelerate the pace of improvement in this inner city section of Racine

Date received: 5/6/2003

Name: Nancy Dominski
Organization:
Address: 2423 N. Cramer

Milwaukee, WI 53211
Comments:

| am sending this e-mail to let you know you have my full support in extending the
Metra rail to Milwaukee.

I'm very happy to hear you intend to use existing rail. | would support a light rail
system in Milwaukee even if new track was needed, but | know many people here
would not. Hopefully, the use of existing rail can reduce the cost to taxpayers and
keep the fares low. | have been to cities and countries with advances light rail
systems and have really enjoyed the benefits commuter rail can offer.

With the continued expansion of the Milwaukee area, it's nice to see some minds are
addressing our current and future transportation needs. | can't think of a better time
to implement transportation alternatives. | would hope use of a system like this could
reduce consumption of natural resources.

In addition, an effective system with ridership can help the environment. It is my
understanding that even a few riders (that would otherwise drive to Chicago) can
greatly lower pollutants.

In order for this extension to be a success, the extension will need to be
AFFORDABLE. The current Amtrak commuter to Chicago is very costly ($40.00 round
trip per person). It's less expensive to drive and PARK IN CHICAGO! Especially if you
have more than one person. The high cost discourages use of the train and increases
dependence on personal vehicles. | am very glad we have the Amtrak. It is certainly
a step in the right direction. However, is too costly to be an alternative source of
public transportation.

Hopefully, the Metra extension will provide competition which will lower the cost of
Amtrak so more people will ride, yet allow both to remain in business.

Should the Metra come to Milwaukee and be affordable, my personal use would be 6
12 times per year.

If there is anything | can do to help bring the Metra extention to Milwaukee, please let
me know.

Date received: 5/5/2003

Name: Richard Schreiner
Organization:
Address: 912 East Pleasant St.

Milwaukee, WI 53202
Comments:
Dear Members of the Committee,

| would like to submit two items to supplement my testimony of May 1 in Cudahy.

1) Regarding METRA as operator: As the committee knows, METRA operates its
various lines under a variety of arrangements. In some cases it owns the tracks and
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employs crews directly. In other cases it rents use of the tracks but operates with its
own employees. Finally, there are lines where the landlord railway operates the train:
with its employees under a "purchase of service agreement". The line being
considered for extension to Milwaukee is in the latter of these categories.

My comment is that if Wisconsin contracts with METRA, and METRA in turn contracts
with Union Pacific, we might be paying a "double mark-up" for the service.

A related question arises about operation the mile or so of Canadian Pacific tracks
near the Milwaukee depot. Since that depot was built as a "union depot" by
predecessors of UP and CP, there might be existing arrangements for crew "run-
through" on the approaches to the depot.

2) Finally, | would like to submit for the record a letter to the editor published in the
Milwaukee Shepherd Express a few years ago:

All Aboard Supporting Commuter System

Thank you for the article regarding commuter rail ["On Track for Commuter Rail,"
Aug. 10 Shepherd Express Metro]. Most commuter rail operations in North America
have Web sites that contain very valuable information; they're important because
Milwaukeeans have no meaningful contemporary experience.

Data from the old Milwaukee Road service to Watertown is almost 30 years old. The
often-criticized Amtrak extension to Watertown in 1998 was a half-baked scheme that
provided some subjective data, but not much else. In addition to the poor schedules
and poor station locations, one couldn't expect people to change their commuting
habits for a service that was guaranteed to stop after only three months.

| have been a user of Chicago's Metra system and its predecessors for more than 20
years. One thing | find most interesting is the number of people who use it for trips
other than the suburb-to-city commute. Many get on and off at all stops, in both
directions, going to tourist and entertainment venues (Brookfield Zoo, Chicago
Botanic Garden and Arlington Park to name just a few).

| don't expect that many people would ride all the way from Chicago to Milwaukee by
commuter rail. Amtrak provides a fast intercity service for that market. The proposed
lake route would most likely be used for trips to and from Kenosha, Racine, Evanston
Lake Forest, Mitchell Airport, etc. This is similar to the East Coast, where it's possible
to get from Philadelphia to New York by commuter rail, but people opt for the faster
Amtrak service if they're going that far.

While start-up costs seem high, they are modest compared to road construction and
maintenance. The fares charged are a matter of both public policy and market
conditions. Toronto's commuter rail agency (GO Transit, founded in 1967) recovers
more than 80% of its costs from revenue. This frankly surprised me, since Canada
takes a very liberal attitude about funding public transit. For service on seven rail
routes and nine supplemental bus routes, GO Transit's annual subsidy requirement
for operating and capital is CDN$106.58 million (about $71 million in U.S. dollars).
This provides service to some 39 million passengers per year-not a bad investment,
in my opinion.

Date received: 5/5/2003

Name: Jennifer Halverson

Organization:  IndependenceFirst

Address: 600 W. Virginia Street
Milwaukee, WI 53204

Comments:

To Whom It May Concern:

| am emailing you in support of the Metra Expansion Plan. | think the proposed idea
will have many invaluable results.

First of all, extending the train further into the Milwaukee area will reach more
commuters. Commuters who currently drive to Chicago because of an inconvenience
to drive to meet the train where it currently ends could now take the train to work on
a daily basis. This expansion plan would also benefit those who are uneasy driving in
Chicago as well. People who once avoided day trips to Chicago may now choose to
do so because the concern of driving through Chicago traffic will be eliminated. Also,
college students who are originally from the Milwaukee area would enjoy the
convenience and affordability of taking the train, if the expansion plan could take
place.

| am confident the expansion plan would be a success. Please consider this when
deciding on the future of Metra. Also, please keep up the great work in providing
wheelchair accessibly cars with accessible restrooms on trains for those who may
need them. This provides an invaluable opportunity to those who wish to travel and
need accommodations as well.

Thank you.




Date received: 5/5/2003

Name: Brigit Yach

Organization:  Grtr Milwaukee Convention & Visitors Bureau

Address: 101 W Wisconsin Avenue, Ste 425
Milwaukee, WI 53203

Comments:

Please, please allow this project to be put in motion. | would most definitely use this
mode of transporation for a daily commute.

Thank you!

Date received: 5/4/2003

Name: Sonya Jongsma Knauss
Organization:
Address: Milwaukee 53212

Comments:

| heartily applaud SEWRPC for considering other forms of transportation than
highways. | and many others | know strongly support the plan that is currently being
studied to expand the Chicago Metra system as far north as Milwaukee's downtown
area. | think that would be a huge step in the right direction.

Thank you for considering my opinion.

Date received: 5/3/2003

Name: jon h. yttri
Organization: mwhsra
Address: 333 w dayton st apt 316

madison, wi 53703
Comments:
I think it's an excellent idea. It may help revitalize downtown Kenosha, Racine, and
Milwaukee. It will be good for tourism in those three cities. It will decrease traffic. It
may be a catalyst for train service to other Wisconsin cities.

Date received: 5/2/2003

Name: Michelle M. Kregel
Organization:  Access One Inc
Address: 2536 N. Wayne Ave, #2R

Chicago, IL 60614
Comments:

| think this is a great idea. | live in Chicago now, and many of my family and friends
are in Milwaukee. The Amtrak is nice, but quite expensive in my opinion. | would
love to be able to take the metra all the way to Milwaukee. It sounds like a cheaper
option than Amtrak. Not even to mention all the people who would inevitably use it
to commute, and free up our highways! There is virtually no viable public
transportation option from Miwaukee to Chicago. A Metra extension makes perfect
sense.

Date received: 5/2/2003

Name: Steven M. Marcinkowski

Organization:  Private citizen

Address: 9316 Durand Ave
Sturtavent, WI 53177

Comments:

To whom it concerns:
| wish to express my support for the expansion of the Metra System to downtown
Milwaukee. It would provide greatly needed alternative transportation options to the

Greater Milwaukee Region.

Thank you for your time,

Date received: 5/2/2003

Name: Dana J. Jones
Organization:
Address: 2428 S. Woodward Street

Milwaukee, WI 53207
Comments:
| wanted to express my EXTREME SUPPORT for the KRM project. Since moving to
Milwaukee 7 years ago | have always believed the Metra should come to Milwaukee.
On my many trips to Chicago - | often times will drive to various Metra stations in the
northwest suburbs - leave my car, and Metra into the city. This saves me money on
gas and parking, relieves me of the stress of driving, and besides - taking the train is
just plain fun! After living in Europe and visiting other times - it is a pain to return the
U.S. and feel so stranded with our lack of efficient, affordable public transportation.
And working in the hospitality industry in Milwaukee - also very frustrating to explain

to our transportation friendly out-of-state and out-of-country guests that there is no
quick way to get from "here to there", where ever there may be.

KRM makes sense. It makes sense for business, for leisure, for the economy, for the
environment, and it would be a dream come true for me! | only live three miles from
work - but | would certainly love to take the train and save my employer $100 per
month on parking costs. | would love to be able to take the Metra to Chicago. And
I'm certain our Chicago visitors and workers that come to Milwaukee would love to b«
able to take the Metra here.

This idea is long overdue. Do not let it be deterred! Milwaukee needs and wants the
Metra!

Sincerely,
Dana Jones

Date received: 5/2/2003

Name: Stephanie Behne
Organization:
Address: 429 Random Drive

Amery, WI 54001
Comments:
To whom it concerns:

| wish to express my support for the expansion of the Metra System to downtown
Milwaukee. It would provide greatly needed alternative transportation options to the

Greater Milwaukee Region.

Thank you for your time.

Date received: 5/2/2003

Name: Nancy Frank
Organization:  Department of Urban Planning
Address: P.O. Box 413

Milwaukee, WI 53201-0413
Comments:

| am writing to express by support for the plan to bring commuter rail up from
Kenosha to Milwaukee. | reviewed the bus transit alternatives, and found the
commuter rail option to be substantially preferable. In particular, the economic
development opportunities associated with commuter rail are well established.
Cudahy has already begun to plan in this direction. Although implementing the plan
entails some (substantial) cost, the increased efficiency in the use of existing
infrastructure (track) is an important consideration in favor of this plan.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.

Date received: 5/2/2003

Name: jay c. blanchett
Organization:
Address: 2107 e beverly rd

shorewood, wi 53211
Comments:
| support the Metra extension for these reasons:

1. It would provide an alternate commuter path between Chicago & Milwaukee.
Currently freeways are the only option. Buses are subject to the same freeway delay:
as cars, without the advantages of rail travel such as laptop outlets, restrooms,
smooth cornering and braking, generous seats and legroom.

2. It would provide a cheap ride between Chicago and Milwaukee. For two years
(1996-1998) | rode Metra about twice a week between Kenosha and Downtown
Chicago. It cost me about $30 per week, including parking & gas costs from
downtown Milwaukee. Amtrak would have cost more than $120 per week. To drive
all the way would have cost me more than $40 per week.

3. Those who prefer or insist on driving all the time should be thankful for a rail
option. They should be glad to pay gas tax to support it, too. Why? Those of us whc
prefer to use rail (and buses, and bicycles) would free up space on freeways and
roads and in parking lots. They should be thankful that, in addition to gas taxes, they
are not also paying tolls and higher costs for parking.

That said, you need to make sure people are aware that there are currently 26 stops
on the non-express trip between Kenosha and Northwestern station, and the
extension plan would make it something like 30 stops. You get what you pay for.
Thanks.
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Date received: 5/2/2003

Name: Natalie Behne

Organization:

Address: 2527A N. Cramer St.
Milwaukee, WI 53211

Comments:

To whom it concerns:
| wish to express my support for the expansion of the Metra System to downtown
Milwaukee. It would provide greatly needed alternative transportation options to the

Greater Milwaukee Region.

Thank you for your time

Date received: 5/2/2003

Name: Katherine Kane

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| heard an interview on WUWM At Ten this morning, and wanted to wish you the very
best in your goal to get a Metra Rail extension to Milwaukee. | fully support this
initiative.

An alternative to highway driving is needed along this corridor. | had a consulting
assignment in Racine, and would have loved to have been able to take the train
instead of driving every day. With a rail alternative, | would also consider taking
consulting assignments in Kenosha.

We also need to think about a rail alternative between Milwaukee and Madison!

Date received: 5/2/2003

Name: Michael Maki

Organization:  Children's Health System

Address: 9000 West Wisconsin Avenue, PO Box 1997
Milwaukee, WI 53201

Comments:

| cannot tell you anything new about the advantages of extending Metra to
Milwaukee, | can tell you my personal experience and opinion. | am an IT
professional with a disability. Although | am securely employed now, | have gone
through long periods of unemployment due to lack of transportation. | was offered
positions in Racine, Kenosha, Kohler and Waukesha. | had no way to get to these
jobs. Instead of adding to the economy, | was helping to drain it. There are many
people who don't drive due to expense, disability or choice. And a large percentage
of those are unemployed due to a lack of transportation. There is money to be made
in other communities and brought back to our community.

| support the Metra plan for economic reasons.

Date received: 5/2/2003

Name: Beata E. Pawlikowski
Organization:
Address: 3218 S. Springfield Ave.

Milwaukee, WI 53207
Comments:
| am very happy that plans to expand/return commuter rail to Milwaukee from
Chicago are progressing so well. | firmly and completely support extending the
service all the way to Milwaukee.

| believe that ridership will only be successfully increased by Milwaukeeans, if the rail
service itself reaches the city. Efforts to connect existing rail service by busses will
not have the desired effect:

a) busses will only further the congestion on expressways.

b) busses are never popular with businessmen needing to reach the city and their
jobs in a timely manner.

c) busses are not as reliable time-wise.

The rail is already laid. The effort to extend the line will be minimal and the reward
great.

As a currently displaced Chicagoan, | look forward to being able to take inexpensive,
reliable public transportation to Chicago at many times of day. | hope that the travel
times will allow theatre-goers to also utilise train transportation.

| firmly support this project and hope that it will be completed soon!
Sincerely,
Beata Pawlikowski
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Date received: 5/2/2003

Name: Roseann M. St. Aubin
Organization:
Address: 1623 N. 49th

Milwaukee, WI 53208
Comments:
| am eager to see the Metra extension to Milwaukee. Environmentally it is a sound
idea to provide access to modes of transportation other than automobiles.
| understand current plans do not envision an express train on the route, but want to
be counted in support of that as well.

Date received: 5/1/2003

Name: Amber Engel

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Please count me on your list of people who support the the metra rail extension to
Racine and Milwaukee county. | already use this system from Kenosha to Chicago
and wish the extension would have existed when | lived in Racine! | know I will
utilize the extended service and think it would be a great benefit both to residents in
the area and to bring people to our cities to visit.

Thanks for considering my voice in this matter!

Date received: 5/1/2003

Name: Brett Barbakoff
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

To whom it may concern at Metra,

I would like to vote for the Metra extension to go all the way to Milwaukee. | am for
it because | live in Wilmette and go to school and live in Milwaukee and | would like a
cheaper closer fare to and from Milwaukee. This would make my life a whole lot
easier if this was created. Hope it passes.

Date received: 5/1/2003
Name: Diana Sullivan
Organization:  IndependenceFirst
Address: 600 W. Virginia St.

Milwaukee, WI 53204
Comments:
| would like to comment that the Metra system would be a big positive for people
with disabilities. Public transportation is the only transportation that is available to tc
people with disabilities. With the Metra coming north to Milwaukee, many people
will have more opportunities to travel for jobs, travel to Chicago for a reasonable
price and be accommadated well. The accessible restrooms in the trains are
awesome!!l Please consider including the additional stops in our souther Wisconsin
communities. This is a good thing for many people!

Date received: 5/1/2003

Name: paul chilsen
Organization:
Address: Somers, WI 53140

Comments:
| fully support extension of Metra commuter service on to Milwaukee. It is an
excellent idea and should be developed expediently.

Is there a petition | can sign?

Good luck and please keep the people more informed about this because | believe
you will find a broad base of support for it.

Date received: 5/1/2003

Name: Renee Billman

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

As an ordinary citizen, | would like to express my opinion on the possibility of
extending the Metra train to have a stop in Racine, | see this as a bold, futuristic, long
range planning project. What a wonderful thing it would be, not only for less air
pollution from the cars, but convenience for so many who do not like facing the
prospect of driving 1-94 each day. Our family votes in favor of the Metra for Racine.
Thank you.




Date received: 5/1/2003

Name: Marcy Hufendick
Organization:  University of Wisconsin-Parkside
Address: PO Box 2000
Kenosha, WI 53141
Comments:

To Whom It May Concern:

As a member of the UW-Parkside staff, | would like to express my support for the
metra rail extension to Racine and Milwaukee county. Having this extension would
provide immersurable support for our students who live in these communities as wel
as those students who spend social time in Milwaukee as consumers of the
wonderful businesses in the Milwaukee area.

Date received: 5/1/2003

Name: Brian L. Anderson

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| would first like to thank Fred Patrie, the Study Advisory Committee, and SEWRPC foi
the time and work that went into this study. Your time and commitment is
appreciated.

| am writing in support of the extension of Commuter Rail from Kenosha to
Milwaukee. This extension is important to the vitality of the communities served and
the economic growth that will be created by this extension. In addition to the
economic development, businesses along the corridor will have greater access to a
diverse workforce. In Racine an intermodal site is being developed around the
renovation of an historic station, which will serve as the Racine Station. This station
is in Racine's central city, which has the highest unemployment rate in the state.
Commuter rail will give these unemployed workers greater access to jobs along the
corridor.

This project will provide safe and inexpensive mass transit to improve the quality of
life in the region and help make us competitive with other areas of the county already
served by commuter rail. This project will help to relieve traffic congestion on 1-94
and will cost far less than the Marquette Interchange and other freeway expansions,
while reducing car emissions in the area.

As Chairman of the Downtown Racine Corporation, commuter rail will provide greate
access to our downtown and all of our new downtown cultural attractions. This,
along with other tourist attractions downtown will be a huge economic boom to our
shops and restaurants. The train will also provide an opportunity for Racine residents
to have easy access to cultural events and other activities all along the corridor.

With $7 million of Federal New Starts money and $400,000 in the current state budget
for this project, it is time for The Wisconsin Department of Transportation to take the
lead and begin preliminary engineering. My last comment is that | would support the
highest level of service in order to provide greater access along the corridor for jobs
and cultural events.

Date received: 5/1/2003

Name: DeAnn Stone
Organization:
Address: 7211 South Tifton Drive

Franklin, WI 53132
Comments:
| am writing in support of the metra extension to the Milwaukee Area. As a
Milwaukee County resident who commutes to Kenosha county and has commuted foi
the last 8 years, | have seen the traffic on south 94 increase substantially over the
years. | think that this would provide an opportunity for us to positively impact the
environment by reducing the wear and tear on the freeway system, reducing
emissions from motor vehicles and reducing the number of vehicles ( a disposable
commodity) that need to be purchased over time. It would be a short sighted
decision for the state not to move in the direction of encouraging trains as a viable
and convenient source of transportation.

Date received: 5/1/2003
Name: Jon Richards
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Dear Mr. Yunker:

| am writing to you in my continued support of expanded METRA rail service from
Kenosha to Milwaukee.

This proposal is a win-win for everyone. From business looking to expand and

seeking more employees, to workers seeking jobs, expanded service with stops in the
population centers of southeastern Wisconsin would help promote a better
economy. It also helps all commuters in the area and lowers traffic congestion and
pollution.

In addition, tourism stands to be helped, throughout downtown Milwaukee and along
the lakeshores of Racine and Kenosha by offering expanded opportunities for our
neighbors to visit.

| will continue to work and support state funding to help get the preliminary
engineering completed. | am confident that with the continued support from elected
officials, businesses and community and environmental groups, that we will be able
to all work together to achieve this rail expansion.

Date received: 5/1/2003

Name: Steve Miner
Organization:  City of Cudahy
Address: 5050 S Lake Drive

Cudahy, WI 53110
Comments:
To SE Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission,

I live in Cudahy and | go to Chicago fairly regularly. | am writing to support the
extension of the Metra line. | think it would be very useful for Milwaukee County
residents and it would help the economies of the communities immediately
surrounding the proposed new stops.

Thanks for letting me comment.

Date received: 5/1/2003
Name: Karen Carnabucci, MSS, CICSW, LSW, TEP
Organization: Companions In Healing
Address: 216 Merrie Lane
Racine, WI 53405
Comments:
| strongly support the extension of the Metra route from Kenosha to Racine and
Milwaukee.

Date received: 5/1/2003

Name: Thomas Friedel

Organization:  City of Racine

Address:

Comments:

Please add my name to the list of elected officials endorsing the concept of commute
rail for the Milw. - Chicago corridor.

Many years ago the need for improved transportation in the region was well
documented. The preferred plan was the lake freeway. The Hoan bridge was built
and went nowhere. Recently the freeway was completed up to Layton Avenue. Let's
hope it ends there. This is a better alternative. We already have a "freeway". It runs
from Milwaukee to Chicago on the Union Pacific right-of-way.

The testimony at your public hearing at Gateway in Racine on April 30 needs no
repetition. Everyone there supported the plan. The time is right. The region in
undergoing massive revitalization. This plan will add the mobility needed to make
our investments in the infastructure pay off. If you build it, they will ride. Let's get
going!

Date received: 4/30/2003

Name: Jennifer Schaap

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| heard about the project to extend the commuter train to Milwaukee, and | would like
to voice my support, because, unfortunately, | won't be able to attend the hearings. I
is a logical extension of what already exists. | believe in public transportation over
the expansion of our highways and | do believe this train would be used by many
people, including myself. | would like to see more trains installed in Southeast
Wisconsin. | think that many young adults are turned off from Milwaukee because it
is quite large but doesn't have the manueverability like other big cities. It seems
many young adults are moving out of Milwaukee to go to those big cities and not
many are moving to Milwaukee. | think an idea like this could only help the city.

Thank you
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Date received: 4/30/2003
Name: R Jones
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the proposed commuter rail
extension from the City of Kenosha to Milwaukee.

As Commissioner of Public Works for the City of Racine | strongly support the
extension of rail from Kenosha through Racine to Milwaukee. Commuter rail will
provide an important economic boost to the entire Racine area community. Extension
of commuter rail will provide a needed link to both Chicago and Milwaukee making
Racines assets available to these large markets. As importantly commuter rail will
also send a psychological message that Racine is truly a part of the Chicago
/Milwaukee metropolitan area making it a viable place to work,live and recreate while
also having the amenities of the large city close at hand.

The City of Racine is taking a very proactive stance to commuter rail by planning for
and implementing a multimodal transportation center at the site of the former CNW
railroad station. This project consists of construction of a Bus transfer facility, the
remodeling of the historic train station and the construction of an adjacent parking
facility. The remodeled train station which will initially serve our bus patrons will
provide a ready depot when train service begins.

| would urge you to support the commuter rail option for the betterment of the
Racine area.

Date received: 4/30/2003

Name: Connie Mellem

Village of North Bay
116 S. Vincennes Circle
Racine, WI 53402

Organization:
Address:

Comments:

As | am unable to attend this evening's public meeting concerning the extension of
the Metra train line from Kenosha, | would like to once again state that | am in
support of this project. | attended your first informational meeting some time ago,
and have been watching the process evolve since then; first, as a private citizen, and
now also as a Trustee with the Village of North Bay.

When | lived in lllinois, | commuted on both the Northwestern and Rock Island lines,
finding them a much better option than driving. Not only was travel in this manner
less stressful, but it is less polluting overall. | understand that the monetary cost of
such a program is a consideration, but extending or building more highways will also
require expenditures, and, | see any additions in that area only accommodating more
traffic, thus more congestion and pollution.

Thank you for providing me this opportunity to express my views.
Sincerely,

Connie Mellem

Date received: 4/29/2003

Name: Barbara D. Sharp
Organization:
Address: 414 Romayne Avenue

Racine, WI 53402
Comments:
| strongly support the Metra extension to Milwaukee.

Date received: 4/29/2003

Name: steve w. kerr
Organization: n/a
Address: 4641 n. ardmore ave.

milwaukee, wi 53211
Comments:
as a 16 year old milwaukee area high school student who does not have a drivers'
liscence and has an increasing number of friends in chicago, i believe this plan for
extension of the metrorail to be a great one. it gives milwaukee's slow transit system
a run for its money, and provides a longer route for visits southward. also, it would
surely decrease the amount of traffic in milwaukee's greater metropolitan area, in
turn decreasing the number of accidents and jams which clutter the news so
frequently in these parts. i'm sure that, if built, this extended rail system would prove
to be a powerful asset to milwaukee as it continues its rise to being one of the great
cities worldwide. thank you.
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Date received: 4/29/2003

Name: Peter A. Giersch

The Legacy Group

200 S. Executive Dr., Suite 101
Brookfield, Wl 53005

Organization:
Address:

Comments:
To Whom It May Concern:

| was at a Rotary Club Milwaukee meeting today where we heard a presentation on
the Metra extension. | simply want to say that as a businessman and as a citizen of
SE WI | would love to see the Metra extension run up to Milwaukee. Frankly, | would
like to see it run all the way to Bayshore. Some sort of mass transit option between
the Northshore and Downtown is sorely needed.

At any rate, the current proposal would be an improvement over the dismal public
transportation now available. | have lived in London and Paris and have traveled all
over Europe and every single major city | visited or lived in had excellent and viable
public transportation -- except Rome. But that's another story.

Good Luck!

Date received: 4/29/2003

Name: Carolynn Leaman

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| know this is a needed and beneficial connecotr rail to build. | support your efforts tc
get it done; it will greatly be attractive to business comuters and tourism along the si:
lakefront communities.

Date received: 4/29/2003

Name: Jay R. Goldberg

Director, Healthcare Technologies Management Program
Room 501 Olin Engineering Center, P.O. Box 1881
Milwaukee, WI 53201-1881

Organization:
Address:

Comments:
To Whom it May Concern:

| was unable to attend the public meeting on April 24 regarding the extension of the
Metra commuter line to Milwaukee.

| am a professor at Marquette University in Milwaukee and live in Libertyville, IL. |
commute 4 to 5 times per week between Libertyville and Milwaukee (1 hour). If the
Metra commuter rail line was extended to Milwaukee, | would ride the train 4 to 5
times per week between Lake Forest, IL and Milwaukee.

| support the extension of the Metra line to Milwaukee. It would make my commute
much easier, more productive, and less damaging to the environment.

Thank you.

Date received: 4/29/2003

Name: Lynn Mitmoen
Organization:
Address: 6017 65th Street

Kenosha, WI 53142
Comments:
Add my voice to those in support of extending the Metra line from Kenosha to
Milwaukee. | always thought it was inefficient to end it in Kenosha.

Date received: 4/29/2003

Name: Debra Starks
Organization:
Address: 1411 Villa Street

Racine, WI 53403
Comments:
| believe the money used to study and expand the service could be better utilized by
subsidizing Amtrak which already has service between Chicago and Milwaukee. They
could then lower fares and offer more stops and more trains. The Racine city bus
already provides service between downtown Racine and the Amtrak station and if
necessary there could be shuttle service. There are tracks in place and maintenance
of the tracks | believe is handled by Canadian Pacific. This would also provide a
service for all of Racine County, not just the city of Racine.




Date received: 4/28/2003

Name: Timothy L. Haas
Organization:
Address: 6017 W. Lisbon Ave.

Milwaukee, WI 53210
Comments:
| have been looking forward to the possiblity of this Metra extension for years! | think
it would do wonders for both increasing the availability of jobs in outlying areas, as
well as just for tourism. Please make this a reality soon!

Date received: 4/28/2003

Name: Pascal Malassigné, FIDSA
Milwaukee Institute of Art&Design
273 E. Erie Street

Milwaukee, WI 53202

Organization:
Address:

Comments:
I 'am in favor if it because it would be a great service to the mke community

Good luck in acheiving this wortwhile goal

Date received: 4/28/2003

Name: Jackie Reid Dettloff

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| am writing in support of the idea of extending the Metra commuter rail system into
Milwaukee County. We have often driven down to Kenosha to hook up with the train
there. The idea of having a terminal in Milwaukee sounds fantastic to me. | hate that
boring, ugly drive to Chicago.

Date received: 4/28/2003
Name: Hedy Pflugrad
Organization:
Address:
Comments:
The only question | would have is this: why wouldn't the commuter train be a good
idea? | certainly can recognize the advantages to having the train extend to
Milwaukee. This is to show you my support for the idea.

Date received: 4/28/2003

Name: Paul Brodwin

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
2208 E. Beverly Road

Shorewood, WI 53201

Organization:
Address:

Comments:
Dear Sir or Madam:

| write this letter in favor of extending the Metra rail service northward from
Kenosha to Racine and Milwaukee. | am a resident and tax payer in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin -- | have lived here for 12 years and am a professor at UW-Milwaukee. |
support the Metra extension for several reasons:

1. Having a rail service to the southern suburbs of Milwaukee and to Mitchell Airport
will help many of us city residents do our jobs faster and more efficiently.

2. The Metra extension will lead to lighter traffic on Interstate 94 and other roads
between Milwaukee and Kensosha.

3. Rail service to Mitchell INternational Airport will make it a more attractive
alternative to O'Hare for travellers in the Kenosha area and even northern lllinois. It
will greatly ease the troubles of parking (and the high parking rates) at the airport.

4. Since the tracks and right-of-way already exist, it's a relatively cheap and quick
alternative to building more highways, which usually means condemning businesses
and homes, and worsening the economic health of surrounding regions.

Thank you very much for your consideration. Please allow the Metra extension to go
foward, and help put our economy "back on track"!

Date received: 4/28/2003

Name: Stephen J. Tyler

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

As a RCEDC Board Member, a member of the business community, and a resident of
Racine, | wish to express my support for the Metra Extension of commuter rail from
Kenosha to Milwaukee.

Date received: 4/28/2003

Name: Joseph N. Kiemen
Organization:  Citizen
Address: 4800 Ridgeway Ave.

Racine, WI 53406
Comments:
| am an avid supporter to extend Metra through Racine and Milwaukee for several
reasons. First of all, my wife and | take the Metra from Kenosha to Chicago to attend
the Art Institute and other sites in the Windy City. So, we make use of this type of
transportation. Secondly, the extension of the Metra line will, | believe, lead to the
expansion of business development along the proposed Metra corridor extension.
Third, the extension of Metra will take additional automobiles off highways and
thereby decrease pollution. This is a benefit to the environment. Therefore, | am a
strong supporter of the extension of Metra through the Racine and Milwaukee
corridor.

Date received: 4/28/2003

Name: Michael K. Stanich

Harbor Park Investments, LLC
708-57th Street

Kenosha , WI 53140

Organization:
Address:

Comments:
Dear Transitnow,

| was unable to attend your recent meeting at Gateway in Kenosha due to a
personal move. However, | was encouraged to read the press and the momentum
that seems to be building for this project.

My "two cents" on the subject are the following:

1. The dynamics of rail service increase the prospects of Kenosha's Downtown
revitalization effort to move beyond the "speculative & recreational marketplace" into
a strategic position for habitation for citizens/employees of corporate America right
here. It will give deep

roots and support to redevelopment efforts. Those looking at doing business here
want to be in for the long haul.

2. Ride on 1-94 between Kenosha & Milwaukee any day of the week... (Having spent
time in the great Los Angelos marketplace in the early 80's, | witnessed a glimpse of
our future.) The more solutions to congestion that are addressed NOW, the better off
we'll all be! JUST DO IT!

Date received: 4/28/2003

Name: James B. Hayes
Organization:
Address: 405 N 39th St apt 5

Milwaukee, WI 53208
Comments:
| support the Metra extension.

Date received: 4/27/2003

Name: paulette risley

Organization:

Address: 7918 south 66 street
franklin, wi 53132

Comments:

Dear Sir;

| encourage the extention of the Metra rail to the Milwaukee area. My family and |
have been using the Metra this past year to enjoy Chicago and other stops. We found
the price, ease, and convenience of the Metra brings us back again and again. If it
would not be for the Metra we would not have enjoyed Chicago as often and as
economically. Please extend the rail, the communities and enviroment will benefit
from it!

Thank you,

Paulette Risley
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Date received: 4/27/2003

Name: Debi Rexhausen
Organization:
Address: 3601 Haven Avenue

Racine, WI 53405
Comments:
I'm in favor of having Metra commuter rail service extending through Racine to
Milwaukee. My family and | (there are 7 of us in all) have driven to Kenosha and
taken Metra into Chicago for many years now. lIt's a real treat for my kids to sit back
and watch the scenery from the upper deck of the train car. It's nice for me not to
have to drive into Chicago and try to find a parking spot. If we do get Metra service, |
look forward to using it more often (easier to access) to go to Chicago and to
Milwaukee. Also, | look forward to welcoming visitors to Racine - I'm excited to share
the Cat'n Around Racine cats as well as the improvements being made to both State
Street and Downtown.

Date received: 4/27/2003

Name: Andrea Nevins

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| love the train to Chicago from Milwaukee, it is very important that these two cities
are easily linked!

Date received: 4/26/2003

Name: Ralph L. Ludwig
Organization:
Address: 5509 Cambridge Lane #3

Racine, WI 53406
Comments:
Regarding the proposed extension of the Metro through Racine to Milwaukee, | am
not in favor of this. You only have to look back to what happened to the old North
Shore railroad service to see what is likely to happen again if the Metro is extended.
Further, | am not in favor of the total populace paying for the extension via additional
taxes.
With a greater percentage of the working class now driving cars to work than was the
situation when the North Shore railroad was in vogue, you can only surmise what
will happen. There is no way that the Metro would be able to duplicate the
convenience, nor the flexible timetable, that can be had with the private automobiles
that the general public
is able to experience.
The bottom line is--the Metro extension would be doomed even before it would get
started.

Date received: 4/26/2003

Name: Kevin Klandrud
Organization:

Address: Brookfield, WI
Comments:

There are many items that | find troubling regarding the proposed $166.2M dollar
capital cost expenditure for the proposed rail/bus project in the Kenosha-Racine-
Milwaukee corridor.

1. The highest estimate of riders is 5100 trips per day. That is about 2500 people
riding the train/bus round trip on a weekday basis. Over 10 years at the highest
projected ridership that equates to $12.76 per trip, or $25 per round trip per person.
And that's just the initial capital costs.

Annual operating cost is projected at $18.6M per year, or $186M for 10 years. This
equates to $14.30 per trip, or $28.60 per round trip. Add this to the initial cost and
you end up with $53.60 per round trip ticket.

2. The projections of revenue from ticket sales is expected at $3.2M per year. This
means that the taxpayer is going to subsidize the system $320M over the above 10
year period.

Why are we going to spend $320M over 10 years just to say that we have commuter
rail? If the fleet of commuter buses doesn't work, or times and destinations need to
be altered that can happen. Once you sink your money into rail, you are stuck. Trains
don't go where there are no tracks.

The commuter rail proposal needs to be struck down and our freeway system needs
to be upgraded so that people have the freedom to move from one place to another
with the least amount of restriction. Commuter rail is dead. Let's keep it that way.
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Date received: 4/26/2003

Name: Sarah K. Patch
Organization:
Address: 3133 N. Marietta Ave #10

Milwaukee, WI 53211
Comments:
| have two questions, rather than comments:

1. Is there any way to improve the traveling speed of the proposed rail option?
Sample travel times as posted on page 4 of the spring newsletter are not at all
appealing. (160 minutes between Milwaukee and Chicago?!?!) How does the 34mph
average speed for the proposed Metra extension compare with successful commuter
rail programs in other cities? (I think CalTrain has got to move faster than 34mph;
certainly BART travels faster than that!)

2. What are the proposed passenger fares?
| trust the travel times and fares were taken into account when estimating ridership

levels. Wouldn't a more rapid transit option be even more appealing and draw more
passengers?

Date received: 4/25/2003

Name: Todd T. Temperly
Organization:
Address: 408 Fremont

Lake Mills, WI 53551
Comments:
| work for Kraft Foods in Madison, WI. Kraft's main headquarters is in Northfield, IL.
Once or twice a year, | am required to attend meetings in Northfield. Whenever | go,
drive to Fox Lake, IL which is 1 1/2 hours away and ride the Metra train to the
Northbrook station. Kraft has an employee shuttle van from the Northbrook station
to it's campus. Itis a very safe way to travel and | get to avoid the traffic congestion.

Whenever my family and | travel to downtown Chicago for recreation, we always use
the Metra train from Fox Lake. www.metrarail.com has plenty of information on how
to transfer to the CTA buses and trains from Union Station to the major tourist
destinations. Thanks to Metra, we do not need a car to travel to downtown Chicago.

Kraft also has a training facility at the O'Hare Plaza. | am required to take a class then
once or twice a year. Whenever | travel there, | drive to Harvard, IL which is 1 1/4
hours away and ride the Metra train to the Park Ridge station. | ride a Pace bus(#290)
to the Cumberland transit station which is only one block from O'Hare Plaza. The
Cumberland transit station is right next to the Interstate which is pretty much a
parking log during rush hour. By integrating bus and train service, | can move about
the suburbs of Chicago without a car.

Ultimately, | would like to see commuter train service to Watertown, WI so we could
visit downtown Milwaukee more often. The traffic congestion and the lack of train
service to Milwaukee is the reason why we prefer to visit Chicago rather than
Milwaukee.

Train service to Watertown first depends on the success of the Kenosha-Racine-
Milwaukee Metra service.

Date received: 4/25/2003
Name: CD
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Hello:

Saw the posting indicating that the Metra could be moving north to Milwaukee. I'd
really welcome the addition. Amtrak is a bit pricey. Right now, | only do the run to
Chicago, an average of once per week, primarily due to the cost.

Another plus would be the addition of an area on the Metra where commuters could
put bicycles. I'd find it great to be able to put a bike on the Metra, and ride it from the
Metra station to to my destination in the loop.

Any chance of that happening as well?

Thanks.




Date received: 4/25/2003

Name: Pauline b. Dorsan
Organization:
Address: 8593 w lake pointe drive

Franklin, wi 53132
Comments:
As a frequent visitor to the Chicago area,l would be very much in favor of extending
the Metra into the Milwaukee area.lt is an affordable and pleasant experience.l hope
this expansion will eventually take place.

Date received: 4/25/2003

Name: Laura Wisniewski

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Hello,

| wanted to write and tell you that | am very excited about the Metra link to Racine. |
have been riding the Metra every 6 weeks to Downtown Chicago to have my hair
done and to shop. | recently stopped doing this as my day is lengthy doing this by
also driving to Kenosha to take the train. However, a stop in Racine would also
enable me to do this again without using my whole day to accomplish this. It has
also been becoming increasingly difficult to find a parking space at the Kenosha
station. There have been spaces down the street behind one of the buildings but
when | return in the evening it is poorly lit and | feel very unsafe. Groups of men
stand in areas around the depot at night and thus my husband and | are feeling this is
not the safest. He, my brother-in-law, my sister and | also like to take the train to the
Chicago Art Museum and we take our children down frequently for other events. My
husband and brother-in-law (who are not small men) did not like how they felt
arriving back in the evening when we were parked behind the building, when there
were several small groups of men scattered around the area looking as is they were
hanging out. | know students from the Prairie School take the train down to do
research at the college libraries in Chicago. How easy that would be for my daughter
to take the metra from Racine (only taking several minutes to drop her off and pick
her up from the station), rather than her driving to Kenosha (if she had a car available
to leave in Kenosha all day).There are many positives about the ability to travel to
Chicago for many people. | have lived in Milwaukee for 45 years and have worked in
Milwaukee for over 30 years. There are very few people who even know about the
Metra. If this were expanded, I'm sure people who have never utilized this wonderfu
mode of transportation would certainly find this worthwhile. | have always found the
Metra to be clean. | have enjoyed the cafe by the Kenosha station. The owner is
wonderful and makes a great breakfast. Always a must before spending a day in
Chicago. | hope my comments have been helpful.

Date received: 4/25/2003

Name: Cate Phillips
Organization:  Capstone Designs
Address: 2440 S Delaware Ave

Milwaukee, WI 53207
Comments:

| am writing to express my interest in a metra line from Chicago to Milwaukee. | think
that a link between these two cities would be beneficial culturally as well as
economically.

Date received: 4/25/2003
Name: Lucia Vergara
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

To Whom It May Concern:

| was asked to write to your company in regards to having a Metra train from
Chicago to Milwaukee. | believe that is a great idea considering | live in Chicago &
have visited many of my friends that reside in Milwaukee. | either drive or take the
Amtrak. | feel the Metra would be convenient, less traffic, & less expensive versus
driving or taking the Amtrak. I'm sure there are plenty of people from Milwaukee that
commute by car or Amtrak to work in Chicago. It would more convenient & less
expensive for them as well. | hope this helps in your decision.

Date received: 4/25/2003

Name: James and Mary Ann Furrie
Organization:

Address: Racine, WI

Comments:

We are resident in Racine County and have attended hearings regarding the Metra
extension for a number of years. We fully support this transportation system, one
which would connect from Kenosha through Milwaukee by Metra rail. It is difficult to
understand why this process has taken so long, while our community is suffering

such economic troubles. We want our federal tax dollars to come back to this area to
help improve the conditions in this hard hit corner of Wisconsin. Bringing the trains
here in an efficient manner will bring us back into the mainstream of the larger urban
community. By allowing passengers to live, and spend their money here, in Racine
and to work and travel into the larger urban community, we will draw more residents
who can afford our housing and build our property tax base. It will be beneficial in
drawing more talent to this community, to work right here in our own industries,
while still being connected to much larger choices in southeast Wisconsin and
northern lllinois.

Reasonable people understand the need to support systems that make communities
strong. Whether it is a park system, a zoo, or a library, user fees will never fully pay
the way. It takes public support. It takes a long view of what this Racine community
needs to make it strong again. Negative attitudes kill communities.

Our neighbor to the south, Kenosha, could have rolled over and died when the
Chrysler plant closed. Instead it had to evaluate its strengths, spend money, look to
the future, and find new ways to survive. As industries close and talented people
leave Racine, we are called to do the same. For Wisconsin, and Racine in particular,
we must face the reality that people are leaving this area for much brighter futures
elsewhere. If we don't grab this chance to move into the 21st century, we will
continue our pattern of a disastrous economic decline. We send our tax money to
Washington. It is time to return that hard earned transportation money back to our
community before it is too late.

Date received: 4/25/2003

Name: Lori A. Johnson
Meetings & Incentives
10520 7 Mile Rd
Caledonia, WI 53108

Organization:
Address:

Comments:
Favor of the proposal and think it is a wonderful idea - please make it a go!

Date received: 4/25/2003

Name: Chelsey Wood

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

The commuter train from Chicago to Milwaukee would be very useful to both me and
many people that | know.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: David M. Karnes
Organization:
Address: 4017 S 5th PI

Milwaukee, WI 53207
Comments:
We need METRA
If Milwaukee does not move forward in implememting commuter rail it will fall
behind as a city. Linking Milwaukee to Chicago and the environs between would
provide a viable alternative to travel by auto at a cost people could afford. | am a
college student who is frustrated with the cost and hassle of driving and having an
alternative mode of transportation would be very beneficial to me. | am currently
working on a Civil Engineering degree at UW-Madison and hopefully when | graduate
| can work on solving South Eastern Wisconsin's transportation problems.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Dolores C. Pino
Organization:  self
Address: 7200 Wilson Terrace

Morton Grove, IL 60053-1142
Comments:
| enthusiastically support all three of the new rail projects for southeast Wisconsin.
Rail is the most efficient, safest, and least-polluting form of transportation. This
country needs a nation-wide high-speed rail, and a high-quality regular speed rail
system, and to phase out routine, mass transportation by jet plane (which is an
insane and barbaric idea and reality).

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Kyle M. Kirschling
Organization: UWM
Address: 2600 E Kenwood Blvd

Milwaukee, WI 53211
Comments:
As a college student without a car, | see a commuter rail line such as this a
convenient way to nearby cities. | find greyhound to be inefficient and, frankly,
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degrading. No respectable person would find bus travel to Milwaukee suitable. A
commuter rail such as this provides a quick way to get right to the heart of
Milwaukee. Additionally, rail is a sustainable form of transportation. | see the future
of auto transportation cloudy. Increased congestion, lack of access to downtown, anc
gas prices cause me to question its future viability. Rail will encourage high density
development and reduce sprawl. These are very valuble consequences in a growing
metropolitan area.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Thomas Cassidy

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

I would like to send this e-mail in support of proposed plans to: "The extension of a
commuter [METRA] rail line further north into Racine and Milwaukee. | have spent
much of the last twelve years in Rome and Italy, and will soon be returning to the
Milwaukee area. In my experience Europe puts our public transportation system to
shame! | believe METRA can be a viable (though | doubt 'subsidy free') addition to
the transportation mix in South East Wisconsin. It will also | believe strengthen the
economic ties between South Eastern Wisconsin and Northern lllinois to the benefit
of both.

Thank you

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Cathy Rose
Organization:
Address: 3481 N. Lake Drive

Milwaukee, WI 53211
Comments:
| firmly support extending the Metra system from Chicago to Milwaukee. This would
be an asset for businesses along the route and the citizens of southeastern
Wisconsin. Please support this.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Mark E. Miller
Organization:
Address: 2029 E Newton Ave

Shorewood, WI 53211
Comments:
I'm in favor of the Metra extension to Milwaukee.

Thank you.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Don L. Leistikow
Organization: none

Address:

Comments:

Many years ago, studies have shown that eventually a strip city will exist from South
Bend, Indiana to Sheboygan, Wisconsin. It is obvious that balanced transportation
must exist throughout and this includes the Milwaukee Metro Area. We are also
aware of the monetary investments and capital growth everywhere a form of rail
transportation exists or is implemented.

Economic growth and investment has revitalised many CBD's across the USA since
rail transit has been restored. As odd as it may seem, people just do not support bus
lines as they do rail transit. Even the bus "Trolleys™ have not attracted the ridership
that would cover their expense. That alone should tell us something.

Cleveland's expansion into additional rail transit in its CBD has found new investment
and a retrenchment of business with the installation of new electric transportation.
Even the noon lunch hour has attracted downtown staffers to board an LRV for a
quick ride to a favorite luncheon spot, which was unheard of previously. The public
is attracted to rail transportation and will support it when they will not ‘ride the

bus".

Case in point, is the Chicago - Kenosha Metra commuter line. Certainly, this should
have been done long ago. Racine and the metro communities of South Milwaukee,
Cudahy and Saint Francis will contribute to the ridership as will Milwaukee as origin
and destination points. Unfortunately, recent roadway improvements and relocation
on Milwaukee's southside did not include bridge abutments for double tracks. This
lack of foresight and long range planning will require correction as the double track
should be restored between Kenosha and Milwaukee. | suspect that we have a
highway oriented Department of Transportation at the State level, to thank for that
oversight.

The cities that are moving forward, are those that have rail transportation both local
and commuter in concept. Train travel is less expensive to build, maintain and
operate, than the comparative cost of construction and maintenance of the ever
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demanding widening and repair of the freeway system. Billions to trillions of dollars
are spent without regard, on our freeway system which now reaches far away into
our northern vacation country where motor vehicle counts are far less than we
endure down here. Therefore, the vehicle cost per mile of freeway constructed is far
more expensive per unit than where we require it in our shrinking industrial areas in
Southeastern Wisconsin. Yet, we all are paying for it.

We must diversify our transportation in our major cities and enhance them with a
comprehensive network of connections which will aid the user with convenience and
choice in our transportation future. Therefore, we need the extension of Metra from
Kenosha into Milwaukee as soon as possible. Downtown Milwaukee is already
undergoing a major overhaul and rebuilding. Business and Condominiums are
attracting a transition of migration back to the CBDistrict. The growth pattern is
moving back. The advantage of a local train service along the Lake Shore will find
plenty of support from the public, many of whom are now driving down to Kenosha
to board Metra, there.

Please approve an extension of Metra north from Kenosha into Milwaukee.

Don L. Leistikow

Industrial Traffic Manager, Retired

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Warren Klandrud
Organization:  Taxpayer
Address: 1319 Prairie

Racine, WI 53406
Comments:
As a concerned taxpaper,do the math. Spend approx.
156 million initially-18.6 million annually-fares
would would only be 3.2million annually. Just what we don't need another white
elephant. France/Engl-
and,just mothballed the Concorde becausethey were
subsidizing every ticket sold. We would be doing the same thing. People in the
25mi.radius,of Kenosha can drive down there and take the metra,
as | have done. All you have to do is read the fact's in The Journal Times April
23.2003 page 9A
| do not see how any-one can support this plan.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Mark Miller

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

I'm all for the proposed extension of the Metra line to Milwaukee.

Thank you.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Bill Zabriskie
Organization:
Address: 1404 N.121st St.

Wauwatosa, WI 53226
Comments:
Yes, | support the idea of extending Metra service provided it can be done w/o too bi¢
a subsidy. It would be nice if this service could connect with Mitchell Field in some
user friendly way.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Sonja Rajkovich

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| understand that you are seeking comments concerning a new Chicago-to-Milwaukee
Metra route. | am very much interested in using such a route, and would like more
information about it. Would it be possible to board at stops between downtown
Chicago and Milwaukee, or are you proposing a new high-speed train with no stops
in between? The closest Metra station to my home is in Park Ridge, lllinois. | have
also used the Metra station near the Jefferson Park subway station inside Chicago. |
would love to be able to travel from either of these stations to Milwaukee.

Thank you very much for considering my comments.

Date received: 4/24/2003
Name: Brian Belli
Organization:

Address:

Comments:



Please include my vote to extend the Metra to Milwaukee. | believe this would be
great for both cities.

Thank you

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Laura Knudson E. Knudson
Organization:  Racine resident
Address: 2613 Gillen Street

Racine, WI 53403
Comments:

| am strongly in favor of extending the Metra line to Milwaukee because of the social,
cultural, ecological and economic benefits the line would bring to our community. |
would just like to write you a few lines of support because | will not be able to attend
next Wednesday's meeting.

Having lived in both Europe and South America for many years and having enjoyed
excellent public transportation, | am astonished that there are groups of people in
the Racine area who could be against the plan. It seems to me that it would be for
the greater good in our community and it would serve both individuals and area
businesses.

The line would make it easier for people to get jobs in the Chicago and Milwaukee
areas. It would enable people of all socio-economic backgrounds to have access to
cultural events and world-class museums in these cities without having to invest in
cars and without polluting the environment.

Please count on my support for this much needed public works project.

Sincerely,

Laura Knudson

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Laura L. Ricci
Organization:
Address: PO Box 11692

Milwaukee, WI 53211
Comments:

| am very excited by the prospect of commuter service from Kenosha, making the
Milwaukee/Chicago line more accessible for the residents in SE Wisconsin.

After seeing the outstanding success of the California Roseville/Sacramento/San Jose
commuter line, this seems to be an ideal opportunity to reduce automobile traffic and
accomodate dual-career families (or simply families with the usual variety of
education, entertainment and work-related travel needs).

I'm sorry I'm unable to attend the public workshop, but now that I'm on your mailing
list, I'll know in advance about future opportunities to learn more and support your
efforts.

Thanks,
Laura Ricci

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: LeRoy F. Roberts

Organization:  Senior Citizen

Address: 5635 College Point Court
Racine, WI 53402

Comments:

These comments may have been made previously by me and not received because |
did not click on the submit button.

Racine needs the extention of the Metra to both Racine and Milwaukee because at the
present time Racine has practically no public transportation link to travel out of the
city by other than personal car or the bus between Milwaukee and/or Kenosha.
Racine is literaly isolated to those that need to commute to jobs in other adjcent cities
For people who are unable to drive automobiles, there is no simple way to travel.

All to often the cost overshadows the need which restricts community growth. We
don't even have the benefit of Taxi service and this is understandable because we
have no rail service. Kenosha has six (6) Taxi companies because they have
railservice that is actually growing.

We remember the Metra station a few year ago, it was in a run-down area, but visit it
now. Itis very nice and in fact surrounded by appartments and condos.

Yes Racine would be very short-sighted to not push hard for the extention of Metra to
Racine and Milwaukee.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Gretchen K. Romanshek (and family)

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Please pass my comments on to the Advisory committee studying rail service
extension from Kenosha to Milwaukee. We are in favor of continuing rail service to
Racine and Milwaukee. We must think forward and approve this for the work force in
both directions. This would help bridge the gap between Il. and Wisconsin. Also we
believe it will help the tax bases in Racine for property and jobs. We are not totally
against funding part with our tax dollars, if we can pay for a sports field we Need to
support this that will enhance all our lives. Thank you

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Nikhil Jain

Organization: R S InfoCon, Inc

Address: 701 Grand Ave
Racine, WI 53403

Comments:

Hi,

| am very excited to know that there is a plan to extend metra from kenosha to
Milwaukee covering racine and other close by areas.

This will really bring chicago closer to us making new job opportunities. This is
certainly a great step towards the economic development of Racine area.

Thank You

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: robert simmelink
Organization:
Address: shorewood, wi

Comments:

I will not be able to attend any of the meeting, however | am in favor of extending the
METRA service into milwaukee.

Thank you

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Daniel Ziebell

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Just wanted to add my two cents: as a Milwaukee downtowner | would love to see a
Metra line between Milwaukee and Chicago. It's been long overdue.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Kyle Lillis

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| am writing to express my strong support for extending the Metra line up to
Milwaukee. | live in Milwaukee and travel to Skokie 3-5 times a week for work. Many
people | have worked with and | would benefit greatly from this project.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name:

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| am in favor of the METRA extension and would use it often.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Krista Chapdelaine

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

please bring in metra! | live in milwaukee and do consulting in chicago. | was thinking

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Regina, Katie, John Levek
Organization:

Address:
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Lvomments:
Dear Mr. Evenson:

| am writing you on behalf of my daughter,Katie Levek, son, John Levek, and myself
to support the extension of the Metra. This is an idea that is years overdue. When |
moved to Kenosha in 1988 | was traveling back and forth for classes at U.W.
Milwaukee and often wished the Metro went that far. My children have had a hard
time getting to and from Milwaukee because such a system does not exist. Right now
any U.W. Milwaukee students, or MATC Mllwaukee students and other Milwaukee
colleges and university students have to have a car in order to live at home and
commute to school. This would be a great savings in terms of room and board for
many students who now cannot afford to live in Milwaukee and have to commute.

In addition, | truly believe that many disabled and retired citizens would make use of
the Metro to go to Milwaukee to enjoy the festivals, the Museum, concerts, fine arts,
restaurants, water front activities and other fine activities that Milwaukee has to offer
if they didn't have to drive! | myself am disabled, and did not have a chance to visit
my daughter while she was attending U.W. Milwaukee as much as | would have
liked. | wish | would have had the opportunity to ride the Metro.

And last but not least it would be great for commuters, cut down on air pollution
which is effecting the air in Kenosha, and perhaps would bring downtown Kenosha
alive again!

If there is anything that | can do to help bring about this Metro extension, you can
count on me.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Michelle C. Schneider
Organization:
Address: 5428 North Meadows

Racine , WI 53402
Comments:

| think its a great idea.
| would prefer to take public transportation, instead of using my car.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name:

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Yes definitely extend the commuter train to Milwaukee;seems like a natural, and it
would keep a lot of cars off the road thereby promoting cleaner air and safer
highways.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Ann M. Ruffalo
Organization:
Address: 725 Ohio St

Racine, WI 53405
Comments:
| am in favor of the metra extension to Milwaukee.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Diane Halligan
Organization:
Address: 2025 E. Greenwich, Unit 2

Milwaukee, WI 53211
Comments:
| fully support the KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension in SE Wisconsin.

1. It will provide a fast, reliable, easy and affordable alternative to congested
highway travel. It uses existing right-of-way, so this is a golden opportunity to take
advantage of the situation before the right-of-way is obliterated.

2. It will cut down on traffic by offering more transportation options. Studies have
shown that providing more lanes of traffic on the freeway system does not solve the
congestion problem.

3. Investing in trains is more economical than creating wider highways.

4. 1t will be an accessible and practical alternative for commuting with 362,100 jobs
and 540,000 residents projected within 3 miles of the proposed stations. People will
be able to commute to work or wherever without having to use automobiles.

5. It will cut air pollution.

6. It will revitalize cities, build tax base, attract jobs and talent, develop regional
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economy, clean our environment, and provide regional access to jobs.

This is a great opportunity to do all the things listed above. DO NOT SQUANDER IT;
VOTE YES FOR IT, AND START THE PROCESS TODAY!

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Terrie L. Lewandowski
Organization:
Address: 3205 Hearatland Lane

Racine, WI 53402
Comments:
My comment to the State is why would you want to add additional freeway lanes
when this is a perfect option to driving. There is less stress, less road rage, less
accidents and congestion. By using the rail you reduce air pollution, which is a major
concern. There are so many cities around the country that offer rail and can be such ¢
convenience to so many people. You have my vote on this for sure!!

Date received: 4/24/2003
Name: Joan I. Brenner
Organization:  Meetings and Incentives
Address: 10520 Seven Mile Rd
Caledonia, WI 53108
Comments:
I am in favor of this project. Please include my 'yes' vote.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: John Axne

Organization:

Address: 1430 Victoria Cir N
Elm Grove, WI 53122

Comments:

Hello,

| recently moved my family and business to the Milwaukee area from downtown
Chicago. | run a small graphics/web design studio and maintain my Chicago clients
needs by occassionally commuting via AmTrak. However the schedules involve me
having to spend the whole day in Chicago due to the few departure times of the
AmTrak trains. If you miss the 5pm train from Chicago, you have to wait 3 HOURS
before the LAST train at 8pm. It would be great to have a METRA line allowing more
options to depart and return.

There are several people | know who would prefer to live in Milwuakee than a
Chicago Suburb. It's big city life without the big city headaches. | know it would draw
businesses and residents to the Milwuakee downtown area if there was an easy way
to get back and forth between the two cities.

Lastly, there are plans to start 3 years of contsruction on |-94, the only main artery
between Milwaukee and Chicago. Having an alternative method of transportaion to
bypass this upcoming headache would be fantastic. Even now, it takes the same
amount of time (even less during rush hour) to travel by train than it does to drive
without the cost of haviing to park downtown Chicago ($23/day).

So, YES you can count my vote for extending the rail from Kenosha to Milwaukee.
There's nothing wrong with some competition with AmTrak, it helps provide better

services for the end customer.

Thanks for your time.

Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: Anita a. Carr
Organization: Meetings and Incentives
Address: 4817 Kingdom Ct

Racine, WI 53402
Comments:

Yes..| want rail service....to Milwaukee. | live in Racine County and when | want to go
downtown Chicago -- | drive to Kenosha to pickup the metra.

It would be a great time saver and money saver to use it to go downtown Milwaukee.
| would go downtown Milwaukee a lot more than | do now. | go about 2 times a weel

GET THE TRAIN GOING!




Date received: 4/24/2003

Name: David J. Del Frate
Organization:
Address: 7803-23rd Avenue

Kenosha, WI 53143
Comments:
| feel Southeast Wisconsin citizens benefit from being at the north end of the Metra
line into Chicago. Friends, family, and myself use Metra for a quick, comfortable,
convenient ride into Downtown Chicago for business and pleasure. | highly
recommend its use to anyone eager to visit Chicago. Riding Metra totally eliminates
the biggest troubles in visiting Downtown Chicago or anywhere in between; getting
there and parking there.

Now we consider extending the Metra line into Downtown Milwaukee. | think it's a
great idea. | look forward to exporing Milwaukee the same way I've explored Chicagc

Regards,
David J. Del Frate

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Mary Paetsch
Organization:
Address: 614 E. Main St.

Waterford, WI 53185
Comments:
| am a resident of Waterford in Racine County. My son resides in Chicago, and |
would thoroughly enjoy a commuter train from Racine to Chicago. This would make
a visit so much easier for me.

Please extend this service.

Date received: 4/23/2003
Name: Matt Spaanem
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Hi,

| live in Milwaukee and | would love to have the metra come all the way up here, |
have a lot of friends in Chicago and this would be a great way for me to be able to
visit them more often.

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: John c. Hess Jr.
Organization:
Address: 1421 North Hawley Road

Milwaukee, WI 53208
Comments:

Our community needs to place more emphasis on mass transportation rather than
exhausting all of our resources on more freeways.

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Daniel Collins P.E.

Organization:  Director and Founder Engage Networks

Address:

Comments:

To whom it may concern,

As a technology business owner and Milwaukee area resident, | find easy access fromnr
Chicago to Milwaukee to be an important service for both economic growth, and the
convenience of customers and employees. The Wisconsin Technology Counsel has
identified the Chicago-Milwaukee economic development corridor as one of the
prime opportunities for high wage growth in the Wisconsin economy. Easy access is
one of the most important infrastructure issues relating to this economic
development corridor.

This thesis was also part of the conclusion of the Work Group on Job Creation and
Economic development, convened at Governor Doyle's request, to identify key
aspects of growing the Wisconsin economy. Finally, the extension is environmentally
responsible when we evaluate the quality of air and living in the great state of
Wisconsin. Thank you for your consideration.

Date received: 4/23/2003
Name: Michelle
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| have taken the Metra between Kenosha and Chicago. | would like to see more times
for the existing Metra from Kenosha to Chicago.

In addition, | would LOVE to see it extended to Milwaukee!!!

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Greg and Gail Pokora
Organization:

Address: Racine, WI
Comments:

We strongly support the establishment of the rail system extension......

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Nick Waldron
Organization:
Address: 920 N 28th St #102

Milwaukee, WI 53208
Comments:
| fully support a (long overdue) rail system in Milwaukee. Those concerned with the
tax implications need to look at the big picture. Sure, expanding the interstates
would solve the problem for now, but as the population of southeastern Wisconsin
continues to spread, we'd only be forced to build more roads in the future. A rail
system would take care of those problems all at once.

It would also do more to reduce the African-Amercian unemployment rate than an
expanded insterstate since the rail system would make it easier for those without car:
to find employment in areas outside of the city. Please don't reward the prejudices o
those who don't want a rail system because of this.

But finally, a rail system would encourage more tourists to visit Milwaukee. One of
the biggest reasons Milwaukee doesn't have more tourism is because Chicago is seel
as being just like us, but bigger, with more to do and easier to get around. With the
proposed rail system, many tourists who currently only visit Chicago would be
encouraged to ride the Chicago transit to Kenosha and ride our rail all the way to
downtown Milwaukee.

Thank you for your time.

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Christina Windberg
Organization:
Address: 497 Sunnyview Drive #5

Oak Creek, WI
Comments:
I would love for the commuter rail to be extended into downtown Milwaukee. | live in
Oak Creek. There is only one city bus in the morning near my apartment and it
doesn't make an evening trip. When my car broke down | had to take a cab to work.
It would be great to have the option to commute vs. drive into work everyday.

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: RICHARD C. KRATSCH
Organization:
Address: 2919 W. Michigan St.

Milwaukee, Wi 53208
Comments:
| sincerely believe that a modern rail system is needed. One that can beat travel by
car and is run often enough to be handy for the most people.
This means a system with short dwell time and fast start and stopping ability.
Of course this would mean a all electric MU system, but of course at the onset this
would be too costly. So the alternative would a DMU system maybe using the
Colorado DMU that has been making its rounds thru out the country.
A system has to be fast & convenient, to be a success.

Thank you Richard Kratsch

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Dan Ritter

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| am writing to encourage support of an extension of the commuter train to Chicago
which currently starts at Kenosha. It would represent an advance in the effort to
reduce pollution, traffic jams and high blood pressure. | hope you are able to
influence the outcome in favor of this latest attempt to extend this service.
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Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Don Lintner
Organization:  Instructional Technology Support
Address: 900 Wood Rd.

Kenosha, WI 53141-2000
Comments:
Dear SEWRPAC:

Extending the Metra line to Milwaukee would greatly increase opportunities for those
of us in southeastern Wisconsin to use public transportation. | live in Oak Creek and
work at UW-Parkside in Kenosha. Currently, there is NO option for public
transportation for me.The Metra extension would give me the chance to leave the car
at home at least several days a week. This would save me money and it would also
cut down on the emissions | generate that add to the already marginal air quality in
this part of the state. My wife also attends conferences in Chicago for her job and the
Metra extension would eliminate the auto trip to downtown Milwaukee of Sturtevant
to catch the Amtrack train.

We would also find the Metra helpful in getting to downtown Milwaukee for
shopping, theater attendance and similar activities. | think the Metra would prove

especially useful with the upcoming Marquette interchange reconstruction.

Please, lets give the citizens of SE Wisconsin a decent public transportation system.

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Robert Tanzilo
Organization:  OnMilwaukee.com, Monferrini in America
Address: P.O. Box 2
Milwaukee, WI 53201
Comments:

| think extending Metra service to Milwaukee is a wonderful idea. My wife and | make
frequent trips to Chicago and always consider the rail option, which, sadly, at the
moment, isn't a financially viable option (it's cheaper for two people to drive and pay
for parking than to take the Amtrak). Metra service would be considerably more
economical (even more so than driving) and the trip duration would be comparable tc
going by car. It's hard to believe that anyone -- other than auto manufacturers and
petroleum corportations -- could possibly be opposed to a convenient, eco-friendly,
inexpensive way to travel between Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha and Chicago, such as
once existed.

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Dorota Nelson
Organization:
Address: 2440a S. Kinnickinic Ave.

Milwaukee, WI 53207
Comments:

| would love to see the Metra line in Milwaukee. It'd be the best thing that happened
to the city in the last 50 years!

Date received: 4/23/2003
Name: Michael J. Serpe
Organization:  County of Kenosha
Address: 1010 56th Street

Kenosha, WI 53140
Comments:
For all of the reasons already pointed out in the study, there are two that mean the
most to me personally.
1.) If we miss this chance to develop the rail service, the opportunity will be gone
forever.
2.) If we are to put a multi-modal surface transportation system in place for our
region, the KRM rail system is the lynchpin to its success.
Our regional ability to compete rides on the rails of this project. Future generations
will either praise us or curse us depending on our success in seeing this through.

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Mark M. Giese
Organization:
Address: 1520 Bryn Mawr Ave.

Racine, WI 53403
Comments:

| am in favor of full commuter rail service (as opposed to a more limited service with
bussing supplements) running as frequently as is sensible.

Thank you.

B-70

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Nicolas Lampert

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

hello,

As someone from Milwaukee who regularly visits Chicago, | would very much value ¢
commuter train. The Amtrak is simply too expensive. | know many people in
Milwaukee who work a number of days in Chicago who would also value this service
The environmental and economic impact of a commuter train is a win, win situation.
thank for your time

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Ariana Huggett
Organization:

Address: Milwaukee, WI
Comments:

A commuter train is much needed to link Chicago to Milwaukee. | would welcome
the extension and use it often!

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: George R. Daniels

Managing Director, Quantilex, LLP
3756 Honey Tree Lane

Greenfield, WI 53221-3216

Organization:
Address:

Comments:
Please extend Metro to Milwaukee

A far South-side Milwaukee stop would be nice. That would probably gather a lot of
downtown Milwaukee - South-side Milwaukee passengers as well.

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Niedra North
Organization:
Address: 8077 N. 62 St.

Brown Deer, WI 53223
Comments:
| think the extension of the rail line is really important to our growth. | vote for it.

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Jerry Rannow
Organization:
Address: Mount Pleasant, WI

Comments:
A resounding YES on commuter rail! It was the past and can now be the future!

Date received: 4/23/2003
Name: Stan Postornio
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

As a business owner and citizen of Racine, | cannot emphasize how important the
commuter rail extension would be to the economic development and the quality of
life of SE Wisconsin. Other areas of the country continually strive to improve the
quality of life of their citizens and this is certainly a draw in wanting to locate your
business and family to that area.

Helping transportion among the SE Wisconsin corridor with the KRM extension is
certainly a benefitial allocatation of our tax dollars.

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Shana Stein

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Please consider extending the commuter train from Kenosha to Milwaukee.

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Chuck Braasch

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

My friends and | would LOVE to have a Metra extension between Chicago and



Milwaukee... We always want to go to Chicago but it's a pain to drive (and decide
who's driving) and Amtrak is too expensive. If the fare is just right, we would make a
lot of use of the system.

Date received: 4/23/2003

Name: Anthony D. Belli

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

YES!

That would be very ideal. | love going to Chicago but only make it down two or three
times a year because | don't want to drive all the way down, or to Kenosha and then

jump on the train. That would be awesome for business and travel for both Chicago

and Milwaukee.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Joseph Kubisiak

Organization:

Address: 3148 N. Richards St.
Milwaukee, WI 53212

Comments:

Dear SEWRPC,

| would like to let you know | strongly support the use of mass transit systems and
the proposed extension of Chicago Metra to downtown Milwaukee. Has the
possibility of a similiar line to Milwaukee suburbs or Madison along 1-94 been
considered?

Date received: 4/22/2003

Date received: 4/23/2003
Name: Kelly M. Gaglione
Organization: KAHLER SLATER ARCHITECTS, INC.
Address: 111 West Wisconsin Avenue

Milwaukee, WI 53203-2501
Comments:
| am writing in support of an extension to the Metra that would run from Chicago to
Milwaukee. | believe that the extension would increase economic development
across the entire corridor. Living in Franklin, | also might use the Metra to get to and
from work in downtown Milwaukee.

| also support an express train from Milwaukee to Chicago. My husband uses the
Amtrak from Milwaukee to Chicago and back at least twice per week. Driving into
Chicago would be so difficult, he would surely make trips less frequently which
reduces a positive impact on development.

| would be glad to expand upon this if necessary. Thank you.

Name: Kurt Meinke
Organization:  Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design
Address: 273 E. Erie Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202
Comments:

| would like to see the commuter train from Chicago extended to Milwaukee. | would
use this service often. | travel to Chicago on business and pleasure often and hate the
drive. | especially dislike the traffic.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Dale Shidler

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

i would LOVE To see this train brought all the way to milwaukee. i think it would do
so many good things for milwaukee and the environment to have this happen!

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Diane Martin
Organization:
Address: 1136 E. Chambers Street

Milwaukee, WI 53212
Comments:
| support the idea of linking the Lake Michigan corridor counties with the Metra
system. Anything we can do to keep more cars off the road and less CO2 in our air,
the better. This air corridor is currently one of the most polluted in the country, and
with the spectre of 2 more coal burning power plants along the lakefront looming, it
can only get worse.

Date received: 4/22/2003
Name: Robert A. Scheidt, Ph.D.
Organization: Department of Biomedical Engineering

Address: 1515 West Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53233

Comments:

Dear SEWRPC,

I live in Chicago, IL and commute to Milwaukee via AMTRAK daily. | am a Biomedical
Engineering professor at Marquette University and conduct stroke rehabilitation
research at the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago. | am very much in support of your
regional rail initiative, as it would allow me to move to the Kenosha/Racine area,
while still having convenient access to both Milwaukee and Chicago. While | support
AMTRAK and love the service it provides, regional (Metra) rail could offer improved
access to Southeastern Wisconsin, a place I'd like to live. Unfortunately, living in
Kenosha/Racine would be too inconvenient w/r/t transportation between both
Milwaukee and Chicago. Your initiate will solve my dilemma.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Roy Staab
Organization:

Address:

Comments:

A commurter train would be wonderful..

Milwaukee to Chicago. Please do it. again..

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Linda K. Draft
Organization: UW-Parkside
Address: 900 Wood Road

Kenosha, WI 53141-2000
Comments:
Please accept this message as a vote of support for the METRA extension into
Milwaukee. | would ride the train instead of driving to downtown Milwaukee.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Brooke Maroldi

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Hello,

As a Milwaukean who loves to visit Chicago, but hates the drive, | would very much
like to see a Milwaukee-Chicago Metra commuter train! The Amtrak line is terribly

expensive and what ends up happening to me -- and many people | know -- is that |
don't go as often as I'd like.

| really hope that the Milwaukee-Chicago Metra becomes a reality.

Date received: 4/22/2003
Name: James L. Michel
Organization:  CRB Insurance
Address: 1400 Newman Rd

Racine, WI 53406
Comments:
| think the possible rail connection is an excellent idea. Many years ago, when |-94
was first constructed, | remember that the merchants and politicians felt that, if the
expressway went through the city, that people would pass right by. Instead, by bein¢
so far away from the city, people pass by because it's inconvenient to drive the 20
minutes it takes to get to downtown Racine from the expressway. Hindsight is 20/20.
We have an opportunity to make it more convenient to get to Racine. It would
eliminate the polution created by people driving to Racine as well as help generate
interest in stopping without being inconvenienced.

In addition, people who can't find jobs in Racine may have a better opportunity of
finding one in one of the other major cities on the route without moving out of their
homes here. It may help attract businesses by increasing their base of employees to
choose from.

| think it's time to make Racine more convenient for people to get to. It would have a
positive affect on business opportunities both from the employer and employee
standpoint. In addition, we have a number of people in the Chicago area mooring
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their boats in Racine. The convenience of riding the rail into town would generate
even more activity in the vicinity of the downtown area.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Amy Hauber
Organization:  Lawrence University
Address:

Comments:

| am writing to support the extension of the commuter train all the way to Milwaukee.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Carolyn Lawton
Organization: Human Resources
Address: Box 2000, 900 Wood Rd.

Kenosha, WI 53141
Comments:

| would like to encourage the extension of the Metra line to Racine and Milwaukee.
With all the cars in southeast Wisconsin and the problems they create, the train
would be a welcome alternative. My family would certainly use it. Thank you.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Amanda C. Tholen
Organization:
Address: 2425A S Kinnickinnic Ave

Milwaukee, WI 53207
Comments:
| received an email about your study, and the possibility of connecting to the Metra
from Milwaukee. As a driver that travels between Milwaukee & Chicago 5-6 times a
month, | would support this 100%. | would love to park my car & use this service (i
ocassionally use Amtrak, but often can't afford to shell ot $40 bucks for the round trip
ride). Again, I'm in full support of this, as i'm sure my Chicago friends will as well...

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Erik J. Olsen
Organization: Dimensional Finishes LLC.
Address:

Comments:

Having the metra would truly increase my small business oppotunities. Its about
time.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: John P. Stoltenberg

Organization:

Address: N8362 State Highway 67, P.O. Box 596
Elkhart Lake, WI 53020-0596

Comments:

Dear Sirs;

My wife and | are in favor of extending Metra service from Kenosha north to
Milwaukee because AMTRAK service frequently has been unreliable. We have a
daughter in Milwaukee, and a daughter in Chicago. As we get older, and the traffic
on |-94 gets worse, we will be using Metra instead of driving to Chicago.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Sara Stum

Organization:  Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design
Address:

Comments:

Extending the Metra System to Milwaukee would be such a boon for Milwaukee; its
culture and commerce. Currently, | take the Metra from Kenosha twice a month. | find
it to be very economical and a good experience - however it is not very convenient. |
imagine | would use it much more often if there was a stop in Milwaukee. Thank you
for this forum.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Mercedes Thauer
Organization:  Retailworks, Inc. and Solterra Studios
Address: PO Box 688
Cedarburg, WI 53012
Comments:

Yes, | would like to see it continued to Milwaukee!

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Judith Harway

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| am writing to express my very strong support of the idea of extending Metra
commuter service from Chicago all the way to Milwaukee. Besides the fact that my
husband's work takes him to Chicago several times a week, | know many people here
in Milwaukee who bemoan the fact that limited Amtrak scheduling makes it hard to
take the train to the Loop for shopping, cultural events, etc. | would especially like to
encourage the possibility of Metra service running into the night, as that would
enable Milwaukeeans to attend concerts and theater in Chicago and return
conveniently.

Thank you very much. Please keep me posted of any developments in the Metra
service.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Josie Osborne

Organization: MIAD

Address: 273 E. Erie Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Comments:

Yes!

| commute between Chicago and Milwaukee on a semi regular basis but would do it
more if it were more affordable and the schedule was better. Milwaukee and Chicago
compliment each other nicely and deserve to be more connected.

| support the commuter train.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Francis Ford

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

I think it is a good idea to have a cumuter train from Chicago to Milwaukee, | do not
understand why there is not a great need for this,and why it is not all ready going,it's
a good idea.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: David M. Thiel
Organization:  Johnson Financial Group
Address: 701 N 8th St

Sheboygan, WI 53081
Comments:

| am excited for southeastern Wisconsin! | support the Metra extension and look
forward to service beyond Milwaukee into Sheboygan, Green Bay and beyond. This
is an excellent opportunity for the region and the state. You certainly have my
endorsement!

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Mark Klassen

Department of Art and Art History
700 College St.

Beloit, WI 53511

Organization:
Address:

Comments:
Please extend the commuter train from Kenosha to Milwaukee. | often travel from
Milwaukee to Chicago and would love to take advantage of public transportation.
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Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Jamal Currie

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

To Whom It May Concern,

| am very much in support of extending a commuter rail from Kenosha to Milwaukee.
The extension of this train line would serve the City of Milwaukee both
environmentally and economically and would increase the quality of life in
Milwaukee by adding another option for traveling outside of the city.




Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Greg Ryan

Organization: eCommandos, Inc.

Address: 231 Buffalo Street, Suite 303
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Comments:

Hello

| strongly support the extension of the Metra commuter train from Chicago to
Milwaukee.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Anne Ghory-Goodman

Organization:

Address: 1775 West County Line Rd
Milwaukee, WI 53217

Comments:

Yes,

Please extend the commuter train to Milwaukee.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Greg Patterson

Organization: New Horizons Computer Learning Center
Address: Racine, WI

Comments:

As a Racine County business person, | believe it is critical to the long term vitality of
the county that we extend commuter rail. Racine and Kenosha sit on the precipice of
creating an environment that embraces the future. Part of that future will be mobile
workforce. To ensure access to the best talent, we must have economic and social
options for our citizens and commuter rail is a step in that direction.

Date received: 4/22/2003
Name: Sarah J. Daleiden
Organization:  Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design
Address: 273 East Erie Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202
Comments:
To Whom It May Concern:

| strongly encourage you to extend the Metra train route from Chicago to Milwaukee.
As an active proponent and user of public transportation, it would be of great benefit
to this community and help Milwaukee develop as an urban center. | used to ride the
train from South Bend to Chicago during my time in school at the University of Notre
Dame and found it to be comfortable, convenient and invaluable. Please help put
Milwaukee on the map and offer us an alternative, eco-friendly solution to driving.

Please keep me updated to future development.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Nancy Siker
Organization:  Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design (MIAD) Library
Address: 273 E. Erie St.
Milwaukee, WI 53202
Comments:

I would love to see Metra service extended north of Kenosha to Milwaukee.
| am unable to come to the hearing on Thursday but | hope that this is well attended
by supporters of this change.

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: j e. kassner
Organization:
Address: 1032 n osborne blvd

racine, wi 53405
Comments:
Great idea - let's do it smartly....

Date received: 4/22/2003

Name: Thomas Wontorek

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

We travel to Chicago frequently and would love to take the train rather than drive.
The Amtrak schedule is too restrictive and the cost is too great for more than a single

passenger. The more frequest service and lower cost would be a great benefit. We
look forward to the extension of service to Milwaukee.

Date received: 4/21/2003

Name: Suchi K. Perry
Organization:
Address: 3719 15th St. #2B

Kenosha, WI 53144
Comments:
| have been a resident of Kenosha, WI for about 4 years, and | have been commuting
to my workplace, Abbott Laboratories in North Chicago, IL. | have been working ther
since 1994. Since | live on the north side of Kenosha, my car commute is
approximately 45-50 minutes, given varying traffic conditions. | have used the Metra
for leisure trips to Chicago from the North Chicago station, because the Metra station
is right across from my workplace. This makes trips to Chicago very convenient for
me when | take the train from North Chicago. However, | generally make more car
trips to Milwaukee for leisure year-round, especially during the festival season, which
can amount to 4-5 times a week during the summer.

| could definitely use the rail stop proposed for North Kenosha/Somers area, since it
is closer to where | live than the downtown location, and | could avoid most of the
downtown Kenosha traffic. This proposed station would help both my commute to
work, and also my trips to Milwaukee. | know several other people who live in my
apartment complex and work at Abbott Laboratories. The rail expansion would
assuredly be useful to those of us who live on the North side of Kenosha. The rail
option would be much more convenient, since | would not be required to transfer
over to a bus at Racine.

If you need me to answer any more questions, please feel free to send me an e-mail.

Thank you for your attention.

Suchi K Perry

Research Stability Operations Dept. R4P1
Abbott Laboratories

1401 Sheridan Road

North Chicago, IL 60064-6270

Ph. (847) 938-9848

Date received: 4/21/2003

Name: Scott D. Stearns
Organization:
Address: 939 E Homer St, #9

Milwaukee, WI 53207
Comments:
I'm in favor of the Metra extension to downtown Milwaukee. Having an affordable
rail connection to downtown Chicago could do wonders for commuters as well as
tourists going to Chicago and for visitors to Milwaukee.

| don't think it would be seen as a competitor to Amtrak since that is a regional form
of ground transportation. It's not practical for the regular commuter to pay the fares

Amtrak charges.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Date received: 4/21/2003

Name: David P. Dauchy
Organization:
Address: 5223 Willowview Road

Racine, WI 53402
Comments:
Wiseride Project Group,

Although it will cost more, option #1 of having a dedicated rail service between
Milwaukee and Chicago with stops in between will really help SE Wisconsin gain
reliable access to the bigger markets. Kenosha can get its access to Milwaukee back
as many commute from there by car and Racine can finally get access to both
markets, besides having to use |1-94.

Racine stands to benefit the most as many could use the time on the train to read
and/or relax before and after work. More workers in both major metropolitan areas
could chose to live in Racine, since it is affordable and would have good access to
both big cities. Property Values can only go up as Milwaukee is only a short train ride
away. | really hope that this project becomes a reality.

Good Luck,
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David Dauchy

Gordon R. McCoy

Date received: 4/21/2003

Name: Michael Burke
Organization:
Address: 1024 Hayes Ave.

Racine, WI 53405
Comments:
Dear sir/madam,

Although | will not be able to attend the upcoming public hearings, | would like to
express my strong support for the proposed KRM commuter rail. | believe commuter
rail is one of the most progressive actions this area can take at this time. | think it will
result in a financially healthier area, will reduce sprawl and take some of the pressure
off our highway system. And | think it would breathe life into our inner cities --
certainly here in Racine.

| think not using our existing rail right of way would be penny-wise and pound-
foolish in the long run. Please give the most serious consideration to proceeding with
this project.

Date received: 4/21/2003

Name:

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| am writing in support of the proposed KRM train line extension. As a business
owner and a resident of SE Wisconsin | want transportation options for myself and
my employees. | hope by providing this train line we may increase the quality of life
in SE Wisconsin a be able to be a more desirable place to live for younger and older
employees and employers. My tax dollars should be going towards projects like the
KRM line extension.

Date received: 4/21/2003

Name: Harris M. Cohen
Organization:  RailTravelUS
Address: 730 Sheridan Road

Highland Park, IL 60035
Comments:
The states of Wisconsin and lllinois should invest in upgrading the current
Metra/Amtrak/CN line that is used between Chicago and Milwaukee. With improved
protection at grade crossings & upgraded track & signals, existing Amtrak trains
would be able to travel at top speeds of 110 MPH, cutting the Chicago-Milwaukee trip
time to just over an hour. Additionally, frequencies should be increased to once an
hour, and business class should be added to the trains. This would be more efficient
and a better way to spend money than investing in the slower commuter rail for the
region.

However, Milwaukee should also consider purchsing DMU's (Self-propelled vechicles
such as from the Colorado Railcar Corporation, which provide operational flexability
and are less costly to operate than commuter rail. These trains should travel between
Milwaukee and its suburbs, such as Watertown & Kenosha/Racine, providing
commuter rail for the region.

Please contact me if you have any questions, or would like more information on the
ideas | have just submitted.

Thank you.

Date received: 4/21/2003

Name: David E. Shreiner
Organization:  Shreiner Company
Address: POB 347

Killbuck, OH 44637
Comments:

| would encourage any possible expansion of Metra trains to Milwaukee.
| travel on busines at least once per month to Chicago on Amtrak from Ohio.

Many customers are within easy walking distance in Chicago from Metra and CTA:
but any expansion of service would help.

David Shreiner

Date received: 4/21/2003

Name: George and Nancy Scripko

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Dear Mr. Yunker and Mr. Caron,

Just finishing reading your excellent article in RACINE JOURNAL TIMES. We wanted
to show our support for the cause with this email. Your points regarding "investment
in the future" should help convince those who only see the price tag.

As retirees who have ridden trains in the USA and all over the world, we want to put
in the plug for "senior mobilty." As the roadways become increasingly congested anc
unsafe, those with less than perfect eyesight and reflexes would be encouraged to be
out and about being active and healthy.

Some worry that government subsidy might be needed. Well, road construction and
the aviation industry certainly are already. Once we have educated the populace to
the comfort of this lifestyle, we may begin to see the auto is great for many
circumstances, but not every situation. Even now | wish AMTRAK would offer some
"two for one" rates to Chicago to get Racineites thinking rail. If they do it once, they
will again and again.

Another idea might be to contact local senior groups in each community.

Hope to get to Gateway for meeting.

Date received: 4/21/2003

Name: Gordon R. McCoy
Organization:
Address: 1642 E. 56th St., #1205

Chicago, IL 60637
Comments:
| am writing to express my favorable opinion and support of the development of a
commuter rail line in southeast Wisconsin.

The proposed line would provide seamless, convenient, safe, and environmentally
clean public transportation linking the metropolitan areas and suburbs of southeast
Wisconsin with one another and with the Chicago metropolitan area in lllinois.

The proposed line would be a big step in providing for a more balanced
transportation system. Alternatives to driving are especially needed in times of
severe traffic congestion on |-94 and road construction.

If the proposed commuter line could be ready for initial operation by the onset of the
rebuilding of 1-94 later in this decade, that would be a huge plus and should enable
the project to garner additional federal funding as well.

| travel to southeast Wisconsin and especially Milwaukee frequently, both for
pleasure and in my role with a religious group, in which | am called to visit churches
in Wisconsin. It would be a pleasure to be able to visit all the churches via train

travel.

Thank you for attention.
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Date received: 4/21/2003

Name: Jonathan Helstad
Organization:
Address: 6551 Mariner Dr. #2

Racine, WI 53406
Comments:
To whom it may concern:
| have lived in Racine, WI all of my life and have worked at Abbott Laboratories in
North Chicago, IL for the last 13 years. It is about a one hour drive each way for me tc
get from home to work. A Metra route that goes from Milwaukee to Chicago would b
perfect for me. | would use it every day to get to work, as the North Chicago station is
adjacent to the North Chicago Abbott site. | have used Metra for travel to Chicago
many times and have enjoyed the experience, and with a station in Racine, would use¢
Metra more frequently for trips to Milwaukee and Chicago. Please feel free to contact
me if | can offer you any more information.

Date received: 4/21/2003

Name: Ricky Heldt
Organization:
Address: 348 E. Oklahoma #8

Milwaukee, WI 53207
Comments:

Please extend the Metra to Milwaukee. | would use it to go to Chicago.
It would be great all the way around!




Date received: 4/20/2003

Name: FRED AND MARGARET WHITE

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

WE ARE IN FAVOR OF THE METRA EXTENSION INTO MILWAUKEE. WE WOULD USI
THE EXTENSION INTO MILWAUKEE MORE FREQUENTLY THAN THE EXTENSION
THAT GOES INTO CHICAGO. WE LIVE IN THE KENOSHA AREA.

Date received: 4/20/2003

Name: Ronald and Marilyn Jacob
Organization:
Address: 5215 Kinzie Ave.

Racine, WI 53406
Comments:
Dear Mr. Yunker:

We strongly support the development of a Metra commuter rail service between
Racine and Milwaukee, with connecting service to Chicago. It is vital that Racine has ¢
commuter rail link to Chicago in order to attract more businesses and residents to the
city. The Amtrak service is not adequate. Although it is fast, it is extremely expensive,
as well as unreliable. It is no substitute for reliable, cheap commuter train service to
Milwaukee and Chicago.

Our daughter has lived and worked in Chicago for 11 years. She has considered
moving to Racine and commuting to her job in Chicago, but the lack of train service
between Racine and Chicago has been the deciding factor against her moving back to
Racine.

| strongly urge Racine to move forward with commuter train service that links the city
to both Milwaukee and Chicago. It is important that we have commuter train service
in order for Racine to continue to grow as a vibrant, economically strong community.
Please, let's not have Racine make the same mistake it did 30 years ago when the
North Shore commuter train service was discontinued.

Thank you.

Date received: 4/19/2003

Name: F C. Seitz
Organization:

Address: Kenosha, WI
Comments:

Since we will not be able to attend the meetings on this matter, we are interested in
going on record that we do support such a project. . ..

We agree that it will be an important addition to all of the localities involved and will
provide many benefits and conveniences for many in the future. . . .. We know from
past experience the convenience this form of transportation supplied and we are
confident it would fill a vital need for this area in the future years. . . .

Date received: 4/19/2003

Name: Michael B. Thompson

Family Foot Clinics of Wisconsin, S.C
201 - 68th Place

Kenosha, WI 53143

Organization:
Address:

Comments:

As a citizen of Kenosha who occasionally uses Metra to Chicago, | support the
extension, as long as it can be done at a reasonable cost. | recognize that "reasonable
cost" may have many different interpretations. However, as long as the cost would
not noticeably affect my income, property, or sales tax payments, | favor it.

| see many benefits, particularly lower highway maintenance costs, environmental
improvement, and increased convenience for the several million of us living in this
corridor.

Shortly after | send this email, my wife and | will drive to a play in Chicago. | have
been making this trip for many years, and have seen my average drive time increase
from 75 minutes to 120 minutes, even though Saturday afternoon is far from a peak
driving time. Even at allowing two hours, | hope we do not encounter any traffic
congestion or we'll miss the start of the play! | would be pleased to use Metra
instead if there were enough week-end trains to match my schedule conveniently.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my opinion.

Date received: 4/19/2003

Name: Benjamin A. Budde
Organization:
Address: 1932 East Kenilworth Pl

Milwaukee, WI 53202
Comments:
| am a regular Amtrak commuter to Chicago and beyond and | am in full support of
the proposed Metra line. | do have a couple of concerns however.

1. Would the implementation of a commuter rail service through this corridor
jeopardize the relevance and therefore the future of heavy rail North out of Chicago?
This is a concern because, of course, should Amtrak survive it's current woes,
Milwaukee needs to stay relevant to Northwest rail travel by staying in the Chicago-
Minneapolis corridor.

2. Whether the Hiawatha stays or goes with the building of the Metra line, the knee-
jerk reaction would be to merely run the train a few times a day, making practical use
of the system for day-trippers and shoppers unlikely. One would rather spend an
hour and a half in the car and deal with parking than spend the same amount of time
on a train plus an hour or two waiting before hand in each direction. To make the
Metra truly functional, the SEWPRC has to stand up to political pressure to limit the
number of daily runs due to cost projections and recommend frequent daily trains to
encourage casual traffic. Furthermore the trains have to run well after bar time at
least on the weekends to make nightlife traffic accessible. This only helps Milwaukee
by encouraging Chicagoans and others to come here, spend their money and
acquaint themselves with our city while discouraging drunk driving on Wisconsin
freeways.

Thank you very much for your time.

Date received: 4/18/2003

Name: Larry Govin-Matzat

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Of course metra should be extended to Milwaukee and beyond. | wish some
accommodation could also be made to allow transport of dogs and other pets,
perhaps a special car.

Date received: 4/17/2003
Name: Brian J. Peters
Organization:  IndependenceFirst
Address: 600 W Virginia Street

Milwaukee, WI 53204
Comments:
As a former resident of Northern lllinois and a current resident of Oak Creek, | believe
that a Metra extension would be highly desirable. From comments made by many
people in Milwaukee area in the past, driving to Chicago area is often perceived as
stressful and something to be avoided. A Metra ride from various Wisconsin
communities into Chicago could connect both metropolitan areas more closely.

Date received: 4/16/2003

Name: Jenna Smith

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

Please, oh please... make this happen! | am one WFB woman who would use this a
lot if it were coordinated. | currently use Amtrak but would enjoy another option.

Good luck!

Date received: 4/16/2003

Name: Karen Underwood

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

| ride public transportation on a consistent basis within the city limits. | truly
appreciate having the option of traveling that way as opposed to wrestling with
traffic. Just recently, | took some friends with me from Milwaukee to Chicago for a
shopping excursion in February. We thoroughly enjoyed our trip; however,it would
have been more convenient to have picked up the train right from here as opposed tc
going down to Kenosha to catch it. | am unable to come to the public hearing but |
wanted to take time to express my interest in this idea. Thank you for your
consideration.
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Date received: 4/14/2003

Name: Gay A. Birkholz
Organization:
Address: 1043 - 91 street

Pleasant Prairie, Wi 53158
Comments:
The Metra Extension to Milwaukee would be a good thing for the Southeastern
communities. As the population grows so only will ridership. Every time | have taken
the metra to Chicago it has been well used. | think once people learn of the extension
to Milwaukee it too will be well used.
Looking forward though to the Kenosha station improvements.

Date received: 4/9/2003

Name: Kelly Voss
Organization:  Martha Merrell's Bookstore
Address: 312 Sixth St.

Racine, WI 53403
Comments:

As a business owner in downtown Racine, | would like to express my absolute
support for this project. We need this service in order to "compete" with Kenosha for
their Chicago market, & we will hopefully become a "hub" for Milwaukee folks looking
to relocate their family outside of the city. The sooner the better in my mind. Thanks
for your consideration.

Date received: 4/11/2003

Name: Deborah Eisel
Organization:
Address: 1600 S. Main St.

Racine, WI 53403
Comments:
| so wanted to attend one of the public hearings on the plan for a commuter rail from
Chicago to Milwaukee but will be out of town. | live in Racine and am a freelance
writer/editor who works regularly with contacts and designers in Chicago. | would
love to take the train from Racine to downtown Chicago and many stops in between.
My husband and | often meet for dinner in Highland Park on his way home. | take the
train from Kenosha, and then we stop on the way home and pick up my car. I'd much
rather travel from Racine. | travel once a week to the loop in Chicago or northern
suburbs. Right now | drive to Kenosha and take the train in or drive in to Lake Forest
and take the train. | also have a friend who comes up to work with me twice a month.
She can't take the train to Racine so | must pick her up in Kenosha. It would greatly
facilitate our work if train service were extended to Racine. I'd also love to take the
train in to Milwaukee rather than drive...there seems to always be construction on 94.
And | feel guilty about all the gasoline use and pollution.

| have one other concern...scheduling. With so many stops into Chicago and the
thought of adding more in Racine and possibly other towns between Racine and
Kenosha, I'd suggest some staggered schedules. For example, when | need to go into
Chicago to an evening event, I'm forced to drive to Lake Forest to have more flexible
travel options. (I don't feel safe in Waukegan downtown alone late at night.) Only one
late train comes all the way to Kenosha....If | miss it, I'm stuck. Whereas all the trains
go to Lake Forest. I'd suggest some trains that stop, for example, in Racine,
Waukegan, Lake Forest, Highland Park, Evanston, Rogers Park and downtown
Chicago. Those are all big and busy stops that | use and that provide connections to
buses, etc. All those smaller stops on every train schedule slow the trip down and
make commuters debate the merits based on time an costs. My schedule generally
calls for me traveling after rush hour...so please consider the needs of nonrush
travelers when you make your determinations and schedule trains. | am so exicted
about the possibilites. Please consider my enthusiastic support to the idea and |
would love to help in any way that | can.

Date received: 4/11/2003

Name: Shiraune Thompson

Organization:

Address:

Comments:

My name is Shiraune Thompson, and | think the commuter rail is an awesome idea. |
travel to Milwaukee a lot and | hate the highways. A commuter rail will help me save
my gas and the stress of highway driving. I've also been thinking about working in
Milwaukee but have never pursued it because | heard about the high parking prices
as have a lot of my peers. If this is successful, | will definately consider commuting
and traveling to Milwaukee and even Chicago more! | really hope this happens. Best
of luck to you all!

Date received: 4/11/2003
Name: Jettie L. Cornett
Organization:  Greater Grace Temple Church
Address: 522 N. Memorial Dr

Racine, WI 53404
Comments:
Greetings! My name is Pastor Jettie L. Cornett of Greater Grace Temple Church. |
would like to say that | think it is a wonderful idea to have a commuter rail that
extends from Milwaukee to Chicago. | like to travel to Chicago and the new rail
would save a lot of time and gas for me personally. | would really like to see this
Commuter Rail happen. On behalf of Greater Grace Temple church, | wish everyone
who works on this project success! Have a blessed day!
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Date received: 4/9/2003

Name: Elysse M. Chay
Organization: n/a
Address: 1855 N Cambridge Ave #102

Milwaukee, WI 532021733
Comments:
public transit is woefully underfunded in milwaukee. i'm a uw-milw alum and a
master's candidate at marquette, and i live on the east side. the lack of commitment
to improving mass transit is one of the main reasons i am shifting the focus of my jot
search to cities other than milwaukee.

Date received: 4/8/2003

Name: Lon A. Couillard
Organization:
Address: 3428 S. 86th Street

Milw, WI 53227
Comments:
| support the KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension proposal. Reducing SE Wis auto
& truck traffic will benefit our environment & preserve our landscape, and reduce
impacts of highway widening.

Date received: 4/6/2003

Name: Mercedes
Organization:

Address: Racine, WI
Comments:

Let the process begin. This 'over studying' of the potential just raises the costs and
makes the process more complicated. | have been listening, attending, utilizing and
promoting "mass transit" for a LONG TIME. And the costs get higher and the
reasons, anti/pro, just cycle around.

The alternatives do not give a true picture of ridership potential. The mailer covered
it well by saying that Commuter Rail was the best alternative. YET, it did not include
(to my knowledge) the costs for road construction, parking and total environmental
effects of private passenger vehicles beyond 'gridlock'. Now some other thoughts:

My reason for using 'private passenger vehicle' is because so many people now drive
pickups, SUVs, vans instead of cars/automobiles. They use more fuel and pollute
more. Are usually heavier so wear/tear on road surface greater. Take up more room
on the road and parking lots. Cost more to purchase and cost more to dispose of.

| know many claim that 'mass transit' must pay its own way. Since when did 'private
passenger vehicles' pay their own way!? This fallacy needs to be curtailed ASAP.
Roads, parking lots, etc are paid for with tax dollars and subsidies. Oh! Let us not
forget the junk yards and landfills full of old vehicles and their other wastes.

The primary "gridlock" | noticed is from those opposed to utilizing a shared
experience. One that mass transit provides. Some relaxed time to/from
destinations.

The ridership will increase greater than projected in the newsletter, because many
cannot afford a vehicle, maintenance of vehicle, possible tolls, parking, insurance anc
whatever else is involved in owning & using a private passenger vehicle.

Who is dragging their heels, delaying the start of this 'commuter rail' extension. We
need to rebuild and extend commuter rail to all areas of the state; like once it was (or
as close to it as possible).

A'weaving a touch of universal peace and tranquility,
Mercedes in Racine




Date received: 3/28/2003

Name: Timothy Kiefer
Organization:
Address: 1007 N Cass St, Apt 410

Milwaukee, WI 53202
Comments:
| support the "Commuter Rail -- High Level of Service" alternative.

The "Commuter Rail -- Medium" option provides too few trains for the service to be
convenient.

The "Commuter Bus" and "Mixed Train/Bus" options are inferior for two reasons.
First, traveling by bus is considerably less comfortable than traveling by train.
Second, buses, unlike trains, are subject to traffic delays. This will be a particularly
important consideration once the Marquette Interchange project starts. Although the
buses will not travel directly through the interchange, they will be affected by traffic
diverted from the interchange area.

In sum, | urge SEWRPC to recommend the "Commuter Rail -- High Level of Service"
option.

Date received: 3/28/2003

Name: Tony Ferraro
Organization:
Address: 115 Michigan Court

Racine, WI 53402
Comments:
Thank you for the report regarding the alternatives...It is imperative that we
implement your recommendation ASAP to SAVE the SE Wisconsin economy. The
state must know that economic failure in SE Wisconsin will mean failure for the entire
state. A full court press, led by commuter rail access between Milwaukee and Chicagc
through Kenosha and Racine is absolutely required NOW to avoid a quick economic
decline. We will continue to loose people, especially economically mobile people, to
regions with greater access to employment.

Please keep up the great work!!

Date received: 3/27/2003

Name: Kim Poehlman
Organization:
Address: 4930 James Ave.

Racine, WI 53402
Comments:
Dear Mr. Yunker:
| support the extension of commuter rail between Kenosha and Milwaukee. In
addition to being good for business and economic development, | believe - that over
time - commuter rail will benefit the environment. Similar rail systems in other U.S.
cities have proven successful and exceeded expectations for ridership. With proper
planning, including public relations, | believe commuter rail can also be successful in
Southeastern Wisconsin.

Date received: 3/23/2003

Name: Michael J. McGuire
Organization:
Address: 1712 E. Iron St.

Milwaukee, WI 53207

Comments:
| sometimes use and am familiar with the Metra system. Expansion to Milwaukee is
vital for economic growth in SE WI. The strictly rail alternative is the only alternative
that will succeed, because:. 1. A bus alternative will not attract a large clientele.

- busses are subject to traffic/weather problems...trains just roll by - on time

- busses are restrictive and not roomy...people can get stuck with undesirable
seatmates or fellow passengers (just change cars in a train)

- busses are not interesting but a train ride usually is

- busses (unfortunately) to many are not "cool" and many just will not use them

- itis easy to take a group or a family on a train but not on a bus 2. Trains get
noticed. They portray permanence and stability. People will build their plans around
them and they become part of one's life.

Metra will open economic/social links between Milwaukee and Racine/Kenosha.
The cities are actually close but seem to many far apart, even rather foreign. Driving
is not easy between the cities. I-94 is far to the west of Racine/Kenosha proper.

A Metra line into Milwaukee should include a south side stop between Cudahy
and downtown Milwaukee. Pleny people will take it into downtown and back from
the south side. People going south who live on the large south side should not have
to go downtown and try to find a place to park Going downtown to park always
discourages people.

In Chicago, the Metra has stops close to the loop...not just at the adjacent
suburb. Historically, the former Milwaukee Road and Northwestern had south side
stops. One stop was at National Ave. and one was at Lincoln Ave..

A Bay View site would be ideal as a south side Metra stop. Enough old industrial
area is near the train lines to offer a parking/train stop site.

Date received: 2/19/2003

Name: Peter Baumbach
Organization:
Address: 3585 S. Rivershire Dr. Apt 2

Greenfield, WI 53228
Comments:
| firmly support a Milwaukee-Racine-Kenosha-Chicago(via Metra) rail link. As our
traffic levels in the Milwaukee area are approaching that of Chicago, we need ways tc
keep traffic flowing. This would take pressure off the freeway, benefit low-income
people who need access to jobs, and those who prefer public transit to driving
hassles. (Even though | have a car and easy access to parking, | usually take the U-
bus from Greenfield to UWM.) Also, | visit Chicago quite a bit, and | would much
rather take a comparably priced rail ride down than the Greyhound or driving. | think
there are a lot of people who would take public transit if they knew of the benefits.

One of the biggest problems | think with Milwaukee public transit is that the routes
are confusing and it's not advertised very well. Better route maps and an ad
campaign that touts how hassle-free, environmentally-friendly, and patriotic (I don't
think people rejoice as much as they used to over filling their tanks with Saudi oil)
public transit is, would go a long way.

Also, | would advocate putting toll-booths up on the borders of our state or around
south east Wisconsin. As strong as our knee-jerk against tolls are, it doesn't make a
whole lot of sense that Wisconsin subsidizes interstate traffic. It's not like lllinoisans
are going to stop driving up north over a 75 cent toll, and trucks aren't going to avoid
Wisconsin over a couple of bucks. This money could be used to fund a better state
rail system, which could stave off further freeway expansion. In the long run, rail
could save the state money, reduce air pollution, and maybe even revive a little bit of
Wisconsin's progressive tradition. Thank you for hearing me out.

Sincerely,
~Peter Baumbach~

Date received: 2/12/2003

Name: Nancy Kozlowski
Organization:
Address: 7919 60th Ave #104

Kenosha, WI 53142
Comments:
Being a daily Kenosha News reader, your Metra article appealed to me, reasons
being: Kenosha/Racine has many residents commuting to Milwaukee for
employment, recreation, entertainment, visiting family perhaps,and visa versa for
Milwaukee residents to travel to our area as well, and may or may not have
transportation available at all times. The 32 mile metra extension would be a real
'plus' for such circumstances, or for those who just don't feel like driving & paying
the gas prices; it is an exciting plan in my book !!! Best of Luck on this one.

Date received: 2/12/2003

Name: Christopher Venckus
Organization:
Address: 17010 Winfield Road

Bristol, WI 53104
Comments:
Being a resident of Southeastern Wisconsin, | feel that the possibility of adding
commuter rail between Kenosha and Milwaukee would be great! It would help ease
congestion and give folks like myself the option of taking the train to Milwaukee for
work and other social activities rather than driving. I'm 100% for this plan.

Date received: 1/5/2003

Name: Richard J. Martin
Organization:
Address: 1653 1/2 Thurston Avenue

Racine, WI 53405
Comments:
Extension of the commuter rail (METRA) service to and through the city of Racine is
essential for the vitality of the community. Without this service, Racine will continue
to become more isolated from the metroplex that is forming along the 1-94 corridor.
Businesses in Racine require convenient connections to Chicago and the airports of
Chicago and Milwaukee. The citizens of greater Racine demand access to the cultura
outlets of Chicago and Milwaukee without the additional expense for tolls and
parking.
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This past summer, | took the weekend METRA service out of Waukegan, because of a
limited schedule to Kenosha, to Chicago twice. | found the trips very affordable and
convenient. Upon learning about the "contenting" CTA trains, | was able to get to my
destination with only a short walk. If people in Racine are educated about the train
service to Chicago along with easy connections to the "sights" in the city, they will
realize that driving and parking are no longer an option. Volunteer guides may even
be an option.

Date received: 12/12/2002

Name: Steven Rabinowe, M.D.
Organization:
Address: 4077 Lighthouse Dr.

Racine, WI 53402
Comments:
Commuter rail should include Racine and Caledonia. This is a developing corridor
between Milwaukee and Chicago and rail service is definitely needed! The sooner the
better! It is overdue.
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WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED VIA POSTCARD DISTRIBUTED BY THE SIERRA CLUB

Appendix B-3

City/State

Zip

23 cent
U.s.
Postal
Stamp
HERE

SEWRPC

¢/o Sierra Club
222 S. Hamilton, #1
Madison, WI 53703

e o Tk T Tl a0 o T Y b o e o e e o el 0 o O

Name

Address (see reverse side}

Email (please)

Phone

Dear SE Wisconsin Regional Planning Cemmission:

1 support the KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension in
SE Wisconsin, We need this train because it will:

» Provide a fast, reliable, easy and affordable alternative to
congested highway travel. It uses existing right-of-way,
and is less subject to weather and construction delays.

¢ Be accessible and a praciical alternative for commuting
with 362,100 jobs and 540,000 residents projected within 3
miles of the proposed stations, Three out of Wisconsin’s
five largest cities are on the KRM route.

¢ Cut down on traffic by offering more transportation
options. Studies have shown that providing more lanes of
traffic does not solve the congestion problem.

¢ Cut air pollution. Most rail-ridership will be diverted
from autos, which cause 75% of our hazardous air pellution.

¢ Reduce sprawl] by directing future development to existing
communities around transit stops.

¢ Investing in trains is more economical than creating wider
highways, Public investment in rail infrastructure
provides support to roadways, airports and ports.
Why not rail?

Sincerely,
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Last Name
Aiken
Altstadt
Anderko
Anderson
Anderson
Anderson
Anderson
Anthony
Antonacci
Arey
Arnold
Ashenfelter
Attonito
Austin
Babb
Bachand
Baclawski
Baier
Baldwin
Bales
Barfield
Barrett
Barry
Bartelt
Bartelt
Bartol
Barton
Bascom
Bass
Bean
Beaumier
Becker
Becker
Beisenstein
Bell
Belmont
Belongia
Bendix
Benzing
Berg
Berge
Bevic
Biegaj

Bielinski Homes

Bjorklund
Black
Blackman

Blanco Martinka

Blise

B-80

PERSONS WHO SUBMITTED SIERRA CLUB POSTCARD

First Name
Theresa
Diana

Dr. Laura M.
Gloria-Jeanne
Vicki

Janet

Ed

Susan B.
Richard H
Bette

Larry L
Janice
Yvonne
Donald H
Phyllis
Linda

Ann Marie
Amy

Alan L.
Jon
Marabeth J
Thomas
Jayne
Frances
Bruce
John F
James & Ann Patterson
Debbie
Roberta
Michael
Gary
Byron
Karen

Rob

Joyce
Rebecca
Lynn
Shirley M.
Mark

Craig

Lila

Nada S
Sandra

David A
Julie
Jane
Ana
Christine

Address

260 E Highland Ave Ste 700
6417 W North Ave Apt 206
3564 N Murray Ave

3053 A South Shr

4501 120th St

10210 Whitnall Edge Cir Unit E
5036 N Ardmore

4773 N Oakland Ave

PO Box 235

11509 Parkview Ln

1240 PioneerTrl
N9W30119 Lang Udsigt
1620 Menomonee Ave
2359 N 72nd St

201 W Coventry Ct #117
411 E Miller Ct

3034 Gilson St

324 N Few St

1969 E Lakeshore Dr

2739 N Prospect

2765 N Pierce St

12215 W Bluemound Rd
1559 WhiteRock Av

4055 N Downer Ave
2527 W Wending Dr

4651 N 110th St

2642 No 116th St

2056 N Ludington Ave
4013 N Downer Ave

1140 N Sunnyslope Dr #202
1415 Lake Shore Rd

3940 N Downer Ave

6381 W Donna Dr

2103 N 61st St

1524 N 51 St

648 37th Ave

1244 Oregon St

2221 Summit Ave.

PO Box 250584

3741 EVan Norman Ave
1529 Crabapple Dr

4221 N 94th St

2814 S Kinnickinnic Ave
PO Box 1615

500 W Bender Rd Apt 92
3200 N Bartlett Ave

714 E Roberta Ave

3035 W Wisconsin Ave Apt503
6627 17th Ave

City
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Pleasant Prairie
Franklin
Whitefish Bay
Whitefish Bay
Milwaukee
Hales Corners
Waukesha
Waukesha
South Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Lake Geneva
Racine
Madison
Twin Lakes
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Waukesha
Milwaukee
Glendale
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Racine
Grafton
Shorewood
Brown Deer
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Kenosha
Green Bay
Racine
Milwaukee
Cudahy
Racine
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Waukesha
Glendale
Milwaukee
Waukesha
Milwaukee
Kenosha

State
Wi
Wi
wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
wi
wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi

Zip
53202
53213
53211
53207
53158
53132
53217
53211
53201
53130
53186
53188
53172
53213
53217
53147
53403
53703
53181
53211
53212
53226
53186
53211
53209
53225
53226
53226
53211
53406
53024
53211
53223
53213
53208
53144
54303
53404
53225
53110
53405
53222
53207
53187
53217
53211
53186
53208
53143



Last Name
Bloyd
Boetkher
Bolstad
Bond
Bonk
Boone
Boone
Borg

Bos

Bott
Bowen
Bowen
Bowen
Bowman
Boyer
Bradley
Bradley
Bradshaw
Brewer
Brielmaier
Brinton
Briscoe

Brondino-Carini

Bruesch
Bucholz
Buffett
Burback
Burch
Burgess
Burke
Burkross
Byrnes
Cable
Cairo
Calvert
Camitta
Carlson
Carmody
Carnabucci
Cartwright
Casper
Casper
Casper
Cassiday
Castillo
Castillo
Chadnow
Chanadek
Chapman
Chapman

First Name

Dorothy J & Paul

Ellen

Jim & Joey
Kathy
Jo-Ann
Vera

Ross
John & Lori
Evert J
Edward
Ruthe Ann
Diane
Rich

Cara
Dorothy
Alexa
Marya A
John
Marge
L.J.

Terry
Cheri
Denise
Jane A
Karl
Jennifer
Thelma L
Tim

Mary
Michael T
Tonia
Clinton J
Joyce
Carol

Nan & Jeff
Marsha
Mildred M
Patricia
Karen
Leah

Jean & Dennis

Tony

Dawn

Karen
Edward
Jennifer
Avrum

Frank

Tom

Patricia Tobin

Address

1633 N Prospect Ave No 6A
1438 N 69th St

4040 N Maryland

2502 E Jarvis

4403 N Sheffield Ave
3031 E Lakeshore Dr
3031 E Lakeshore Dr
924 E Juneau Ave Apt 302
8035 N 62nd St

7620 Church St

1112 E Knapp St Apt 14
9150 N Santa Monica Blvd
4272 N 87th St

605 LaBelle Ave

1969 Lakefield Rd

2733 N Stowell Ave
2733 N Stowelt Ave
2729 N Shepard Ave Apt 4
2723 N 50th St

3768 North Bay Dr

1610 College Ave

2777 N 68th St

4633 N Larkin St

3987 Bay Shore Dr
4478 N Cramer St

2840 N Stwell

8611 W North Ave #5
7466 S 46th St

1840 N Prospect Ave
1024 Hayes Ave

1020 45th St Upper

921 South Spring St
2775 N 67th St

8905 29th Ct

2040 Creek Ridge Dr
904 W Labelle Ave

5612 35th Ave

3438 South Indiana Avenue
216 Merrie Ln
6203 W Wells St

2711 N Hackett Ave

524 E Jefferson St

5709 Cedar PI

9810 14th St
212 W Wilbur Ave

2332 N Oakland Ave 104
839 N 11th

910 E Meinecke

4525 N Larkin St

910 85th St

City
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Shorewood
Shorewood
Milwaukee
Twin Lakes
Twin Lakes
Milwaukee
Brown Deer
Wind Lake
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee

Oconomowoc

Cedarburg
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Racine

Racine

Milwaukee
Milwaukee

Sturgeon Bay

Shorewood
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Racine
Kenosha
Beaver Dam
Milwaukee
Kenosha
Racine

Oconomowoc

Kenosha
Milwaukee
Racine
Milwaukee
Milwaukee

Oconomowoc

Madison
Kenosha
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Shorewood
Kenosha

State Zip

Wi 53202
Wi 53213
WiI 53211
wi 53211
Wi 53211
Wi 53181
Wi 53181
Wi 53202
Wi 53223
Wi 53185
Wi 53202
WiI 53217
Wi 53222
Wi 53066
Wi 53012
WI 53211
WI 53211
WI 53211
wi 53210
Wi 53402
Wi 53403
Wi 53210
Wi 53211
Wi 54235
WI 53211
WI 53211
Wi 53226
Wi 53132
Wi 53202
wi 53405
Wi 53140
Wi 53916
Wi 53210
Wi 53143
Wi 53402
Wi 53066
Wi 53144
Wi 53207
Wi 53405
Wi 53213
WI 53211
Wi 53066
Wi 53705
WI 53144
Wi 53207
WiI 53211
Wi 53233
Wi 53212
WI 53211
Wi 53143
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Last Name
Chevalier
Chew
Chivers
Christensen
Christensen

Christiansen

Church
Ciatti
Cieslewicz
Ciezki
Cinis
Clare
Clark
Clarke
Cofta
Collins
Collins
Conley
Conlon
Connelly
Cory
Cote
Counsell
Counsell
Courtney
Craig
Cranley
Crawford
Cuje
Cummings
Czarnezki
Dadkhah
Dagelen
Dagelen
Dahl
Dahlke
Daines
Daley
Dallosto
Daniel
Daniell
Darrow
Davis
Davis
Davis
Davison
Dean
Dean
DeBonis
Dee
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First Name
Tina

Carol

Linda

Pedar
Sandra
Terry & Cynthia
Liisa
Roxanne
John

Caren

llona

Robert D
Charles
Jeanette
ArleneT
Carol

Mark

CcVv

Shirley
Kerry & Geri
David
James & Debra A.
Lee

Paul & Mary
Patricia M
Bob

Janet

Amy

Peter

Garrie L.
John & Mary
Lara

Dianne
Kathy
Miriam G
Carol

Tom
Dorothy
Joli & Ray
Eddee
Constance
Julia

Robert Clarke
Mark & Beth
Kim

Betty C
Karen
Jason

Mary Beth
Charlie

Address

3828 S 1st St

8920 North Lake Dr

438 Richard St

4442 N Cramer St

2004 Wustum Ave

2221 21st St

7125 N River Rd

3146 S lllinois Ave

7577 N Beloit Rd

2229 E Fernwood

4305 N Marlborough Dr
950 W Riverview Dr
1390 St Augustine Rd
2544 A Wauwatosa Ave
1612 E Irving PI

7300 W Dean Rd Apt 1050
W137 N8263 Parkview Dr
4456 N Frederick Ave
2804 N Oakland Ave
4811 Bluffside Dr

3324 N Summit Ave
1020 Illinois St

1916 Wisconsin Ave Apt 307

3453 N Lake Dr

2177 N 70th St

7931 Cooper Rd

1003 Arthur Ave.

839 N Marshall St #34
1431 N 69th St

6121 51st Ave.

3313 S New York Ave
PO Box 170225

8444 Hill St

3221 W Vogel

1700 W Bender Rd Apt 162
2606 N 115 St

3725 S Sunset Dr
3629 Gregory St

632 E Lake View Ave
2013 Ludington Ave
1037 E Ogden Ave
133 W Montclaire Ave
10330 32nd Ave

4658 N EImTree Rd
1915 N 49th St

216 N 5th St

3270 N Bartlett Ave
2106 Grand Prix Dr
2024 N Hi Mount Blvd

City
Milwaukee
Bayside
Waukesha
Milwaukee
Racine
Kenosha
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Shorewood
Milwaukee
Hubertus
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Menomonee Falls
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Racine
Milwaukee
Racine
Racine
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Kenosha
Racine
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Kenosha
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Greenfield
Glendale
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Madison
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Pleasant Pr
Glendale
Milwaukee
Delavan
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Racine
Milwaukee

State Zip
wi 53207
WI 53217
wi 53189
wi 53211
Wi 53404
wi 53140
WI 53217
Wi 53207
wi 53219
wi 53207
Wi 53211
wi 53209
Wi 53033
Wi 53213
wi 53202
Wi 53223
Wi 53051
WiI 53211
WI 53211
wi 53402
wi 53211
Wi 53405
wi 53403
WI 53211
wi 53213
WI 53142
wi 53405
Wi 53202
Wi 53213
wi 53142
wi 53207
wi 53217
Wi 53226
WI 53221
wi 53209
Wi 53226
wi 53220
WiI 53711
Wi 53217
wi 53226
Wi 53202
WI 53217
wi 53158
wi 53209
wi 53208
WiI 53115
wi

wi 53211
wi 53406
Wi 53208



Last Name
Denzin
Derenne
Dermody
Dermody
DeRoche
Desch
Desien
Devona
DeVries
DeYoung
Dickmann
Dickson
Dimow
Doellman
Dollhausen
Donegan
Donohue
Dorresteyn
Doukas
Drake
Drake
Drescher
Dretzka
Drillas
Driscoll
Druse
Dunajski
Durnall
Eaton
Eckstein
Eells
Ehlert
Eisenberg
Ellefson
Elliott
Erdmann
Erdmann
Eserkaln
Faber
Fairbanks
Faucett
Feliciano
Fendt
Fenelon
Ferris
Fervoy
Ferwerda
Fetting
Fetting
Feuerstein

First Name
Matthew
Rebecca
Richard
Cathleen
Robert
Frank
Joanne
Don
Kathy
Sharon
Evelyn
Robert G
Joan
Janet

J

P

Peter M.
Paul
Gayle
Douglas
Doug
Gary
Roland N
Sarah
Mary Beth
Marion & Fred
Peg

Maria Cadenas and Jennifer

David & Gloria
Kenneth C.
Grace

Lois

Barb

Diane
William
Jennifer

Lisa

Paul & Mandy
Eileen

Dean

Marilyn
Andre B and Elaina
\Y

Mary

John

Bill & Linda
Mary Lynn
Ted F

Sabina

Carol

Address

3872 N 60th St

817 N Chestnut Ave
2813 E Crawford Ave
2813 E Crawford

4759 Sterling Dr

241 S James St

4686 N Lake Dr

1919 N Summit Ave
2019 E Lake Bluff Blvd
3071 S Superior St
1633 N Prospect Ave Unit 19E
9122 N Lake Dr

2941 N Farwell Ave
4948 N Berkely
7217 W Wabash Ave
2202 N 73

2961 N Hackess ???

10 Lathrop St

8520 W Redwing Dr
3055 N Gordon Cir

1126 S 70th St Ste S106A
2525 S Shore Dr Apt 4F
6424 Larchmont Dr
2838 N Fratney St Apt 1
3015 S Wentworth Ave
830 N 72nd St

4459 N Oakland #2E
1106 E Knapp St Apt 207
12649 East Shoreland Dr
5623 W Howard Ave
919 s 89th St

839 N Marshall

2661A N Fratney ST
4943 N Woodburn

4521 N Marlborough Dr
6703 100th Ave

1302 Eder Ln

10185 W Coldspring Rd #206
1501 Ramona Dr

2770 S 47th St

2814 S Kinnickinnic Ave
2927 lvanhoe GIn

1724 N Franklin PI

1030 E Montana Ave
801 Stevens Ave

2536 Green Haze Ave
1716 W Wisconsin Ave Apt 541
1101 W Wells #1103
4626 W Auer Ave

12044 N Mary Hill Ct

City
Milwaukee
Green Bay
St Francis
St Francis
Greendale
Waukesha
Whitefish Bay
Milwaukee
Shorewood
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Bayside
Milwaukee
Whitefish Bay
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Madison
Franklin
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Racine
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Shorewood
Milwaukee
Mequon
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Whitefish Bay
Shorewood
Kenosha
West Bend
Greenfield
Racine
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Fitchburg
Milwaukee
Oak Creek
Portland
Racine
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Mequon

State
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
ME
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi

53216
54303
53235
53235
53129
53186
5321

53202
5321

53207
53202
53217
53211

53217
53223
53213
5321

53705
53132
53212
53214
53207
53406
53212
53207
53213
5321

53202
53092
53220
53214
53202
53212
53217
5321

53142
53095
53228
53405
53219
53207
5371

53202
53154

53406
53233
53233
53216
53092

B-83



Last Name
Fine

Fine

Fink
Finnell
Fisher
Fisk, MD
Flick
Flynn
Fogarty
Ford

Ford
Formolo
Foster
Foster
Foxworth
Frank
Freiberg
Fricku
Frigerio
Fritzsche
Frost
Fuchs
Gabriel
Gabrovic
Gahn
Gall
Garces
Gawronski
Gendelman
Geraghty
Gericke
Gerlach
Gibowski
Giese
Gilmore
Gilson
Gima
Gima
Goodrich
Grady
Graef
Graham
Grahovac
Green

Greenlaw-Wong

Greilinger
Griffin
Grishaber
Gritt
Gronski

B-84

First Name
Paula
Sidney
Catherine
Wayne A
Phil
David
Geralyn
Mary Kay
Barbara J
Michol
Sarah J
Rachel

Steven & Gloria

Alessandra
Kit

Fred & Marie
Bryan D.
Susan
Ted
Robert J
Patricia
Margot
Valerie
Audrey
Christine
JT
Diane
Dorothy
Danni
Susan
Robert J
David A
Tony
Mark M
Barbara
Norma
Alison
Lia
Donna
Bob

Mr & Mrs Mike
Richard & Melanie

Lauren
Dorinne
Rhonda
John
Patrick E.
Virginia
Barbara
Ted

Address

5348 N Diversey Blvd
1229 N Jackson #302
102 No 86 St

2716 26th Ave

1824 E Linnwood Ave
7103 N Barrett

1913 E Olive

1532 S 86th St

220 Augusta St
W2443 New Deal Ave
3415 N 49th St

12955 Cardinal Crest Dr
2924 N Prospect Ave
9006 N 70

1316 N Hawley Rd
1200 Davidson Rd

91 Parkway Ct?7??

635 Mc Nally Ln

3235 78 St

4726 W Fond Du Lac Ave
998 E Circle Dr

6501 N Green Bay Ave
3318 N 46th

4133 So 3rd St

12115 W Lincoln Ave
75 Shore Acres

7421 W Wind Lake Rd
6000 N Shore Dr
4529 N Murray ave
3927 North Ln

2 Bellaire Court

6736 N Sidney Pl Apt 208
1520 Bryn Mawr Ave
2210 Stonecroft Dr
2305 E Stratford Ct
1806 E Kane #303
9230 W. Keefe Ave
3783 S Shady Ln

12 Cherrywood Ct
8624 W Arden PI
2524 N Newhall St
1980 E Chestnut Dr
3173 S 31st St

5328 Orchard Ln
1902 27th St
728 W Scott St
5632 Highway 31
6270 N Bay Ridge

City
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Kenosha
Milwaukee
Fox Point

West Allis
Racine
EastTroy
Milwaukee
Brookfield
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Brookfield
Fond du Lac
Brookfield
Milwaukee
Milwaukee

Whitefish Bay

Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee

West Allis
Racine
Wind Lake
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Franksville
Appleton
Milwaukee
Racine
Grafton
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
New Berlin
Racine
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Oak Creek
Milwaukee

Greendale
Kenosha
Milwaukee
Racine

Whitefish Bay

State Zip
Wi 53217
Wi 53202
Wi 53226
wi 53140
WI 53211
WI 53217
Wi 53211
WiI 53217
Wi 53402
Wi 53120
Wi 53216
Wi 53005
WI 53211
Wi 53223
Wi 53208
Wi 53045
wi 54935
Wi 53045
Wi 53214
Wi 53216
WI 53217
wi 53209
Wi 53216
Wi 53207
Wi

Wi 53227
Wi 53402
Wi 53185
WI 53217
WI 53211
Wi 53126
Wi 54911
Wi 53209
Wi 53403
Wi 53024
Wi 53211
Wi 53202
WI 53222
Wi 53146
wi 53402
Wi 53225
WiI 53211
Wi 53154
Wi 53215
Wi 53129
Wi 53140
Wi 53204
Wi 53402
WiI 53217



Last Name
Groser
Grossauer
Grossman
Gruen
Gruenberg
Grundhoefer
Grunewald
Guequierre
Gump
Gustin
Haas
Hackstein
Hafner
Hageman
Hagensick
Halkowski
Hall

Hall

Halt
Hamann
Handrick
Haney
Hansen
Hanson
Hanson
Hanson
Hanson
Hanus
Hanus
Harp
Harrington
Hartmann
Hassebrock
Hasslinger
Hauke
Hayes
Hecht
Heckenlively
Heindl
Heinith
Hemke
Hennessy
Henschel
Hepp
Hetzel
Heun

Hill

Hills

Hipp

Hoeft

First Name
Luke

Erika

Myrna & Jerry
Gerald A
Craig

Libby D.
Lauren

Helga C
William E.
Richard & Glenna
Marta

Alice
Marguerite M
Lavergne

E Leslie
Susan

Ellen R

Jill

Karen

Art & Cynthia
Maxine
Richard & Dawn
Greta D
Delene

Hope
Patricia
Christian
Roberta
Julie

Sybil

Jeff

Charles
Margaret A
Cletus

Linda M
Kathleen
Robert E.
John

James & Lynn
Jean

Arleen
Nancy
Arthur
Robert F
David

Steve

Mary

Juliet

Robert C
Bernadine

Address

3417 N Newhall St
9118 N Park Plaza Ct
8840 N Rexleigh Dr
434 W Grand Ave
11222 Parkview Ln
2637 N 69th St

983 Lake County Ct
1633 N Prospect Ave 14B
2438 N Cramer St
5405 W Glenbrook Rd
1825 E Cumberland
3135 N 93

6910 W Lima St

4045 Sheridan Rd
9442 N Goldendale Dr
3768 S Griffin Ave
2650 S 99th St

4948 N Hollywood Ave
W327 S7589 Squire Ln
2546 N Huebner Rd
308 Donald Dr

7015 W Hummingbird Ct
7840 42nd Ave
10203 W Ridge Rd
4514 N Marlborough Dr
1352 N Hawley Rd
2933 N Stowell Ave
3022 N Cambridge Ave
3509A N 64th St

5420 AW Louise PI
10926 W Hope Ave
7533 N Bell Rd

4723 W Spring Ln

9555 N Sequoia Dr
2478 N 46th St

3112 Ruby Ave

515 Sixth St

2053 S 86th St

N26 W30277 Maple Ave
5310 W Dean Rd

5216 Wind Point Rd
5728 Sandy dLane
6104 W Wells St

5702 N Argyle Ave

204 South Hills Dr

4611 N Woodburn

1900 E Elmdale Ct
519 W Fairy Chasm
1029 N Jackson St Apt 309

City
Milwaukee
Brown Deer
Milwaukee
Port Washington
Hales Corners
Wauwatosa
Oconomowoc
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Brown Deer
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Racine

Brown Deer
Milwaukee
West Allis
Whitefish Bay
Mukwonago
Oconomowoc
Burlington
Milwaukee
Kenosha
Hales Corners
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Brown Deer
Milwaukee
Bayside
Milwaukee
Racine
Racine
Milwaukee
Pewaukee
Milwaukee
Racine
Racine
Wauwatosa
Glendale
Plymouth
Milwaukee
Shorewood
Bayside
Milwaukee

State Zip

Wi 53211
Wi 53223
WI 53217
Wi 53074
Wi 53130
Wi 53213
Wi 53066
Wi 53202
Wi 53211
Wi 53223
Wi 53211
WI 53222
Wi 53223
Wi 53403
Wi 53223
Wi 53207
Wi 53227
Wi 53217
Wi 53149
Wi 53066
Wi 53105
Wi 53223
WI 53142
Wi 53130
WiI 53211
Wi 53208
Wi 53211
Wi 53211
Wi 53216
Wi 53216
WI 53222
Wi 53217
Wi 53223
Wi 53207
Wi 53217
Wi 53210
Wi 53402
Wi 53403
WI 53227
Wi 53072
Wi 53223
Wi 53402
Wi 53406
Wi 53213
Wi 53209
Wi 53073
WI 53211
WI 53211
Wi 53217
Wi 53202

B-85



Last Name
Hoff
Hoffman
Hoffman
Hoffman
Hoffmann
Hoholik
Holmes
Holstein
Holzberger
Honeck
Honetschlager
Hook
Hoot
Houck
House
Housey
Houtz
Howden
Howe
Howells
Hoyer
Hren
Hubbard
Hubble
Huebner
Huffman
Huggins
Hughes
Huibregtse
Humphrey
Hunter
Huxmann
laffaldano
Icke

Ince

Jabs
Jacobs
Jacquart
Jaeck
Jahn
Jameson
Janis
Janisch
Janowiak
Jenks
Jensen
Jentz
Johncox
Johnson
Johnson

B-86

First Name
Peter
Lawrence M
Victoria
Chris
Robert
Molly A
Jack C
Suzy C
Peter
John
Martha
Richard
Charles
Ted & Adrienne
Kim
Robert
William
M

Judith

B

Mrs. Irene
Raymond F
Renate
Cynthia S
Michael J
William
Nancy
Michelle
Kent
Kathleen
Paul
Steve
John
Warren
Jeanne
Sharon
Marilyn
Larri

Tom
Marilyn
Elizabeth
Tony
Carroll J.
Mark
Mary
Todd
John
Gary
Jody
Kathleen

Address

370 N Tratt #235

926 A ETownsend

1821 E Francis Ave #A
602 Division St

1540 N 53rd St

5314 Woodbridge Ln S
3215 N Humboldt Blvd
1605 E Menlo Blvd
6374 N. Port Washington Rd
320 E Broadway #311
7227 Elstead Ave
5807 W Park Hill Ave
5038 N Diversey Blvd
3132 N Marietta Ave
1800 Wisconsin

7376 Highview Dr
9900 261st Ave.

1430 N 40

1907 2nd PI

5020 Birch Creek

5305 Radcliff Dr

2972 S Delaware Ave
9221 W Concord Dr
6232 60th Ave

305W Clovernook Ln
777 N Prospect Ave
969 N 70th St

1116 E Johnson #3
18745 Midland PI

713 E Potter Ave

5116 N Woodburn St
426 N Few St

S67 W12852 Empress Ct
42 E Campus Ct

3130 Southwood Dr
W4922 Pleasant Lake Rd
613 Heidel Road

3258 N Shepard Ave
2020 E Webster PI

1061 Tuscala Ln

3410 N Green Bay Rd
11000 224th Ave

7365 W Warnimont Ave
1655 Hamilton Dr
W299 S10761 Pickering Dr
5330 S Nicolet Dr

1728 Martha Washington
4109 Riverside Rd
1000 Lake Dr

5718 Wildwood Dr

City
Whitewater
Milwaukee
Saint Francis
Mukwonago
Milwaukee
Greenfield
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Glendale
Waukesha
Greendale
Milwaukee
Whitefish Bay
Milwaukee
Racine
Greendale
Salem
Milwaukee
Kenosha
Racine
Greendale
Milwaukee
Mequon
Kenosha
Glendale
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Madison
Brookfield
Milwaukee
Whitefish Bay
Madison
Muskego
Racine
Racine
Elkhorn
Thiensville
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
West Bend
Racine
Bristol
Milwaukee
Brookfield
Mukwonago
New Berlin
Milwaukee
Waterford

State Zip
Wi 53190
Wi 53212
Wi 53235
Wi 53149
Wi 53208
WI 53221
Wi 53212
WI 53211
Wi 53217
Wi 53186
Wi 53129
Wi 53213
WI 53217
WI 53211
Wi 53403
Wi 53129
Wi 53168
Wi 53208
Wi 53140
Wi 53402
Wi 53129
Wi 53207
Wi 53097
Wi 53142
WI 53217
Wi 53202
Wi 53213
Wi 53703
Wi 53045
Wi 53207
WI 53217
Wi 53703
WiI 53150
Wi 53402
Wi 53406
Wi 53121
Wi

WI 53211
WI 53211
Wi 53095
Wi 53404
Wi 53104
Wi 53220
Wi 53045
Wi 53149
Wi 53151
Wi 53213
Wi 53185

South Milwaukee WI 53172

Racine

wi 53403



Last Name
Johnson
Johnson
Johnstone
Jorgensen
Joy
Kadamian
Kalkhof
Kaminsky
Kaplan
Karl
Kavanagh
Keene
Keith
Keleher
Keller
Kelly
Kelly
Kelly
Kennedy
Kerler
Keshet
Keyes
Kies

Kiffel

King
Kizewic
Klein

Klus
Knickrehm
Kniep
Knudsen
Kobus
Kocher
Koeppler
Koesser
Kohl
Kohlmann
Kolis
Kollman
Konitzer
Kornacki
Kort

Korth
Koss
Kowalski
Kraegel
Krenzke
Krier

Kroll
Kruse

First Name
Jean
Linda

Jim

Earl & Mary
Marilyn
Richard P
Les
Rebecca
Lois M.
John C
Kathleen
John
Carolyn
Nancy
Tom

Carri
Susan
Danis G
Harold
James
Heidi

Jack
Sarah
Karen
Kristie
Shirley
Therese
Robert
Charles
Mary Ann
Heidi
Gerald

Bill
Deborah
Pearl M
Mary & JR
K

Mary Ann
Doug
Andrew
Peter A
Andrea & Edgar
Deborah
Jane
John & Olga
Wilfred & Janet
Christian
Dan
Gilbert E
Richard

Address

3710 N Morris Blvd

6719 32 Ave

3412 N Cramer

4146 N Prospesct

1621 Park Ave

3317 1st Ave

831 E Hampton Rd
W66N446 Kennedy

345 Merrill Hills Rd

7714 N Chadwick Rd

5123 N Idlewild Ave

330 East Beaumont Avenue, Unit 106
2508 E Belleview PI #65
3105 River Ct

240 E 4 Mile Rd

5401 N Shoreland

7717 N Boyd Way

5650 N River Forest Dr

830 N 76th St

8214 Hillcrest Dr

13844 N Port Washington Rd
6290 N Port Washington Rd

1633 N Prospect #2E
PO Box 468

1219 Harmony Dr
4237 N Woodburn St
2828 N Maryland Ave
11100 63rd Ave

5540 Leroy La

4714 N Berkeley Blvd
2701 S Linebarger
W276 S3470 Marmaduke Ct
910 Oconomowoc Pkwy
6402 47th Ave

PO Box 855

3037 Chatham St
5599 Whirlaway Ln
12020 187th Ave

2256 S 71st St

9300 W Chester St
W6736 Pine Mead Ave
2865 Arbor Dr

2473 N 70th St

8753 37th Ave

405 E MacArthur Rd
2900 Ruby Ave
7904 W Lisbon Ave
39709 84th St Box 168
10125 33rd ve

City
Shorewood
Kenosha
Milwaukee
Shorewood
Racine
Racine
Whitefish Bay
Cedarburg
Waukesha
Milwaukee
Whitefish Bay
Whitefish Bay
Milwaukee
Waukesha
Racine
Whitefish Bay
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Wauwatosa
Mequon
Milwaukee

Milwaukee
Oconomowoc
Racine
Shorewood
Milwaukee
Pleasant Prairie
Greendale
Whitefish Bay
Milwaukee
Waukesha
Oconomowoc
Kenosha
Sheboygan
Racine

Racine
Briston

West Allis
Milwaukee
Shawano
Brookfield
Wauwatosa
Kenosha
Milwaukee
Racine
Miwaukee
Powers Lake
Pleasant Prairie

State
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi

53202
53142
5321

5321

53403
53402
53217
53012
53188
53217
53217
53217
5321

53189
53402
53217
53217
53209
53213
53213
53097
53217

53202
53066
53402
53211

53211

53158
53129
5321

53207
53189
53066
53142
53082
53402
53402
53104
53219
53214
54166
53005
53213
53142
53217
53402
53222
53159
53158

B-87



Last Name
Kuenzli
Kuhagen
Kuhn
Kulesza
Kussow
LaFleur
Lamberton
Lamke
Lancina
Langlois
Larsen
Larson
Lecapitaine
Lee

Lee
Leggio
Lerche
Lerner & Grinker
Levy
Lewis
Liebhauser
Liebrethal
Lillich

Lin
Linberg
Lindner
Lindquist
Lindsay
Lindsey
Linzer
Lipman
Liska
Livens
Loeffel
Longtine
Lowry
Lucas
Luebke
Luhrssen
Luhrssen
Lukas
Lundtveit
Lunz

Lux

Lynn

Mach
Mackey
Madushaw
Magill
Maher

B-88

First Name
Mary
Rosemarie
Elizabeth & Alan
Hank

Gary

Catherine
Robert & Diana
Joel L

Gary

Flora M

Betty M

Juanita

Jane

Mrs MatlynTyler
Peter

Ron & Anne
Richard

Sharon & Michael
Laura

Brandon

Debra

Ethel

David & Mary Ann
Louise

Jack

Carl

J

Judith

Darice

Brett

Raymond
Michael R

Keith

Peter & Jennifer
Laurie

Steve & Jeanne
Janet M
Antoniette
Hartmnt & Martha
David F

Janet

Bryan

Jeff

Richard & Mary
Leon

R &P

Kevin

Ernabelle
Margaret & Robert
Tim

Address

5251 Lacy's Ln

174 W Saveland Ave
2531 N 84th St

2961 S 37th St

PO Box 458

6135 N Shoreland Ave
1217 Fairway Dr

3112 Barbara Dr

2301 E Menlo

508 Laurel Lake Rd Apt 3
2250 Layard Ave #110
1512 Chatham St

2728 S Quincy

2635 N 46th St

3320 W Kilbourn

19635 Avondale Dr

4557 S 23rd St #4

3335 N Bartlett Ave
2420 W Acacia Rd

2011 E Park Pl Apt 22
5503 W Martin Dr Apt 12
7928 N Mohawk Rd
5346 N Santa Monica Blvd
8212 160th Av.

5566 Angle Ln

507 Sara Lane

1737 Beech

2641 N Hackett

4848 N Lydell Ave
W2368 Julianne St

4837 Mueller Ln

1815 N 58th St

112 Brookdale Dr

560 N 63rd St
W271S3581 Oak Knoll Dr
9626 W Willow

10604 W Michigan St
6040 N 36th St

2525 S Shore Drive Apt 4C
2525 S Shore Dr #4-D
10604 W Mitchiga St

175 W Rainbow Ridge Dr Apt 1012

PO Box 581

2815 E Hartford Ave
3320 N Cambridge
1455 Hickory Way
5522 N Shoreland Ave
21275 Gumina Rd
3263 N Marietta Ave
4115 W Highland #7

City
Okauchee
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Elkhart
Whitefish Bay
Racine
Racine
Shorewood
Thiensville
Racine
Racine
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Brookfield
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Bristol
Greendale
Racine
South Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Oconomowoc
West Bend
Milwaukee
South Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Waukesha
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Oak Creek
Waukesha
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Racine
Milwaukee
Pewaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee

State Zip

Wi 53069
Wi 53207
Wi 53226
Wi 53215
Wi 53020
WI 53217
Wi 53405
Wi 53404
Wi 53211
Wi 53092
Wi 53404
Wi 53402
Wi 53207
Wi 53210
Wi 53208
Wi 53045
Wi 53221
Wi 53211
Wi 53209
WI 53211
Wi 53208
WI 53217
WI 53217
Wi 53104
Wi 53129
Wi 53402
Wi 53172
Wi 53211
WI 53217
Wi 53066
Wi 53095
Wi 53208
WI 53172
Wi 53213
Wi 53189
Wi 53228
Wi 53226
Wi 53209
Wi 53207
Wi 53207
Wi 53226
WI 53154
Wi 53187
Wi 53211
Wi 53211
Wi 53405
WI 53217
Wi 53072
WI 53211
Wi 53208



Last Name

Maibusch
Maier
Majewski
Maker
maller
Mann
Manthe
Marchese
Marks
Marshall
Martinka
Martin-Steiner
Marty
Masiak
Mason
Mason
Mathison
Matzner
Mazur
McBride
McCabe
McCarthy
McDermott
McGraw
McGuire
McKenny
McLeod
McMullen
Meiling
Mellem
Meloy
Meyer
Meyer
Meyer
Meyers
Meyers
Miclot
Miller
Miller
Miller
Misun
Mitschrich
Modder
Molbeck
Mooney
Moore
Moore
Moore
Moore
Moreland

First Name

Sister Regina
Sharon

Jean

Jed

Becky
Elizabeth
Steven

Mary L

Mary

Eve

Thomas

Sue

Thorin R
Cory
Jeanine
Margaret

G Stewart
Dave

J

Cheri

Drs Laurie & Kevin
Genie

Elaine A.
Jean
Margaret
Carol

Robert & Betty Jo
Gerard J
Mark

Julie

Pamela
Bonny
Martine D.
Kevin S

Gene

Robert & Suzanne
Catherine
Trish

Gary

David S

JM

Susan

Jim & Connie
Mike

Alissa

Kelly

William F & Dianne M

Edna
Jeff

Address

4068 N Sherman Blvd
3948 N Harcourt PI
3319 N 50th St

30537 Cedar Dr

4740 N Green Bay Rd
8706 W Stark St

3237 CTH AB

7421 Blackhawk Dr
5850 Riverside Dr
9411 42nd Ave

3035 W Wisconsin Ave Apt 706

2371 N 81st St

2140 N 72nd St

2527 N Lefeber Ave
W8180 Quarry Rd

715 E Eldorado

1011 W Main St

1613 B E Webster PI
1006 E Manitoba St
PO Box 1272

1431 N 65th St

1130 W Kendall Ave
5417 Mansfield Dr
5827 Cambridge Circle
2530 N 96th St

W170 N5015 Old Hickory Rd
835 N 60th St

4503 N Ardmore Ave
607 N 116 St

116 S Vincennes Cir
2743 S 43rd St
S101W54849 CTH LO
930 N 59th

2539 NTerrace

6100 W Stonehedge Dr
3403 W Woodward Dr
8216 N 38th St

2641 N Hackett #5

1811 N 57th St

2615 W Hickory Ln
1717 38th St

PO Box 3

3309 N Weil St

4612 Erie St

8744 Nicholson Rd
1350 Williamson St
202 N Pinckney St Apt 301
4260 S Victoria Cir
4260 S Victoria Cir
6817 Cedar St

City
Milwaukee
Shorewood
Milwaukee
Burlington
Racine
Milwaukee
McFarland
Racine
Greendale
Pleasant Prairie
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Wauwatosa
Wauwatosa
Watertown
Appleton
Lake Geneva
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Lake Geneva
Wauwatosa
Glendale
Greendale
Racine
Wauwatosa
Menomonee Falls
Milwaukee
Shorewood
Wauwatosa
Racine
Milwaukee
Eagle
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Greenfield
Franklin
Brown Deer
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Mequon
Kenosha
Pewaukee
Milwaukee
Racine
Caldonia
Madison
Madison
New Berlin
New Berlin
Wauwatosa

State

Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
wi
wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
wi
wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
wi
wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
wi
wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
wi
wi

53216
5321

53216
53105
53404
53225
53558
53402
53129
53158
53208
53213
53213
53213
53098
54911

53147
53211

53207
53147
53213
53209
53129
53406
53226
53051
53213
5321

53226
53402
53219
53119

53213
53211

53220
53132
53209
5321

53208
53092
53140
53072
53212
53402
53108
53703
53703
53151
53151
53213
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Last Name
Moreland
Morgan
Morrison
Mortensen
Moser
Mounts
Mrotek
Mueller
Mueller
Muller
Mulvihill
Munger
Murawski
Murphy
Murre
Murtaugh
Nader
Naujock
Nejedly
Nelson
Nessman
Neubauer
Neumyer
Newman
Nickerson
Nicklaus
Nielsen
Nissen
Nitka
Noble
Nolan
Nordby
Novitovic
Nowak
Nye
O'Brien
O'Connell
Oherron
O'Keefe
O'Leary
Olen
Oleson
Olive
Olson
Olson
Olson
Olson
O'Neill
Onsrud
Orear

B-90

First Name
Lisa M
Howard J
Michael R
Jen

Joe & Barb

Kyle and Sheryl Yetton-

Dan

Mary J
Thomas
Adrienne
Shawn & Stacey
John R
Sharon
Sheila

Amy L

Jack

Susan Panas
Jennifer
Margaret
Randy
Duane W
Sara

Paul & Mary
Juanita
Carmen
Maria
Susan
Wallace R
Marilyn

Lisa

Mary

Mark

Mark
Mariette & Dave
Robert P
Martin

Brian & Linda
Joe & Gen
William D
Thomas
Dale R

Jay

Barbara J
Frederick |
Arlyn

Jay & Linda
FrankT

Joe

Sally

Aaron

Address

6817 Cedar St

2404 W Mckinley Ave
1653 N Main Apt A

504 S Mills St

2140 N 58th St
W71N1065 Leicester Ave
118 W Johnson St Apt E
4862 N Shoreland Ave

W?712 Blrchwood Dr PO Box 337

2819 S 33rd St

2523 La Salle St

7309 Edgemont Ave
156 N 87 St

1918 Sawyer

1830A N Arlington PI
1983 N Summit Ave
725 Lois Ave

6519 Parkwood Dr

1120 Jefferson St

225 E St Paul Ave

1623 S 64th St

3724 Daisy Ln

643 N Milwaukee St
1923 Milwakee St
4130 W Martin Dr Apt 103
1623 S Pearl St

710 51st Ave

3623 Maryland Ave
317 N Jefferson St

807 E Glendale

1800 E Olive St Apt 2
3021 N 76th St Apt 4
25800 121st St

N9053 Swift Lake Dr
5342 N Bay Ridge Ave
4834 N Berkeley

2326 N Main St

N4981 Duck Creek Rd
4800 W Coldspring Rd Apt 17
N49W16385 Lilac Ln
N101 W16049 Santa Fe Dr
2116 N 56th

1906 E Shorewood Blvd #158
2437 N 90th St

1817 Mars

311 Crossing Ridge Ct
2965 N Bartlett Ave #33
3035 N Prospect Ave.
11325 W Potter Rd

1129 N Marshall #35

City
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Racine
Madison
Milwaukee
Cedarburg
Madison
Milwaukee
Campbellsport
Milwaukee
Racine
Greendale
Wauwatosa
Oconomowoc
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Brookfield
Franklin
Racine
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Racine

Port Washington
Delafield
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Kenosha
Racine
Waterford
Shorewood
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Trevor
EastTroy
Whitefish Bay
Milwaukee
Racine
Helenville
Greenfield
Menomonee Falls
Germantown
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Racine

Sun Prairie
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee

State
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi

53213
53205
53402
53715
53208
53012
53703
53217
53010
53215
53402
53129
53226
53066
53202
53202
53045
53132
53404
53202
53214
53405
53074
53018
53208
53204
53142
53405
53185
5321

5321

53222
53179
53120
53217
53217
53402
53137
53220
53051
53022
53208
53211

53226
53404
53590
5321

5321

53226
53202



Last Name

Orenstein
Orlando
Orvis
Ottone
Owen
Palmer
Panlener
Pantoga
Pappas
Parsons
Pass
Pasternak
Patsches
Patton
Patzke
Patzwald
Payne
Pecton
Peifer
Peplinski
Perkins
Perszewski
Peschel
Peterman
Peters
Peterson
Peterson
Petrikin
Phillabaum
Phillips
Pier
Pierre
Pilot

Pink
Pisarek
Pitsch
Plate
Plummer
Podemski
Pohl
Polski
Popelka
Porter
Potente
Potente
Prevetti
Prochaska
Prudent
Puetzer
Pump

First Name

Larry
Lynn
Bob
Gerald
Mary C
Virginia
Ann
Julia
Mary

John & Ardell

Sally & Mark
D

Dorothy
Charles

Mr & Mrs Gary E

Jerry
Joseph

Glenn & Jayne

Joan
Mary
Kay E
Gail

James & Delores

Jody

Bill

Donna
Philip
Charlotte
Katija

Liz
BThomas
Jerry & Jean
Robert
Katie
Gerard
Dorothy M
Leslie
Mary
Jane C
Evelyn E.
Michael G
Bernice B
Catherine

Eugene & Joan

E.J. andTerry
Christine
Bonnie
George
Donald

Edith

Address

7457 N Mohawk Rd
3821 Graceland
1000 W Eula Ct

2020 E Park PI Apt 108
16350 Alverno Dr

1909 E Shorewood Blvd
429 N 50th St

3493 N Humboldt
2659 No 85

300 Nawthorne Ave
404 Westminister Dr
5148 N Elkhart Ave
2832 W Bottsford Ave
25 S Vincennes Cir
124 W Highland Ave
1120 East Chambers St
5247 S 15th PI

3054 N Oakland Ave
3277 N Summit Ave
4320 S Lenox St

PO Box 414

1138 S 77th St

2436 Root River Pkwy
932 Erin St #2

206 N 79th St

810 Sycamore Ave
11107 W Congress St
500 W Bender Rd #14
11560 N Riverland Rd
4957 N Newhall St

811 E Center St

4832 N Idlewild Ave
5835 Emstan Hills Rd
928 Spring St #101
2025 E Fernwood

8621 W Beloit Rd Apt 308
3252 Rodney Ln

4755 N Idlewild Ave
6133 W Fairview Ave
4428 S Greenridge Cir
720 Lakeview Ave Apt 3
7415 N Braeburn Ln
7900 W Lorraine PI
8609 2nd Ave

408 68 St

2358 N Booth St

413 Main St

206 N University Dr
2725 W Highland Blvd Apt 208
124 W Bradley Rd

City
Milwaukee
Racine
Glendale
Milwaukee
Brookfield
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
So Milwaukee
Waukesha
Whitefish Bay
Milwaukee
Racine
Burlington
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Eagle
Milwaukee
West Allis
Madison
Milwaukee
Racine
Milwaukee
Glendale
Mequon
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Racine
Madison
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Racine
Whitefish Bay
Milwaukee
Greenfield
South Milwaukee
Glendale
Milwaukee
Pleasant Prairie
Kenosha
Milwaukee
Racine
Waukesha
Milwaukee
Milwaukee

State Zip

Wi 53217
Wi 53405
Wi 53209
WI 53211
Wi 53005
WI 53211
Wi 53208
Wi 53212
Wi 53226
WI 53172
Wi 53186
WI 53217
WI 53221
Wi 53402
WiI 53105
Wi 53212
Wi 53221
Wi 53211
WI 53211
Wi 53207
Wi 53119
WI 53214
Wi 53227
WiI 53715
Wi 53123
Wi 53406
Wi 53225
WI 53217
Wi 53092
WI 53217
WI 53212
WI 53217
Wi 53406
WI 53715
Wi 53207
WI 53227
Wi 53406
WI 53211
Wi 53213
Wi 53220
WiI 53172
Wi 53209
Wi 53222
Wi 53158
Wi 53143
WI 53212
Wi 53403
Wi 53188
Wi 53208
WI 53217

B-91



Last Name
Pyka
Quarne
Queen
Quigley
Rabideaux
Radtke
Radtke
Rahlf

Rahn
Randolph
Rappe
Redding
Redmann
Reed
Reed
Reich
Reichertz
Renzelman
Repinski
Resch
Rewolinski
Richards
Richardson
Riedl
Rienzi
Rinaldi
Ring
Riordan
Riordan
Ripani
Robertson
Robertson
Robinson
Robison-Strane
Robles
Rochte
Rodgers
Rogers
Rohan
Rollman
Rose
Rose
Rosenberg
Rosenblatt
Rosin
Rosland
Rozanski
Ruel
Ruhler
Runge
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First Name

Betty Lou

April

Beth

Louise and Chuck
Karen

Audrey

Doris J

Stanley A

Lucy

Linda

Fredrick

Jerry

Joan

Tim & Sharon Lehocky-
Anna M

Helen

Ewilliam J

Brek

Roy J

Eric

Helen J

Helen

Dorah

Dorothy S

Janet

Michael A.
Richard & Mary Kay
Eileen

Barbara
Helen
Betty
Colleen
Susan
George S
Jerry
Beth L
Marliss
Joan
Reyne
Emma
Vicki
Diane
Suzanne
Joseph
Linda
John E
David
T.
KarenT

Address

1533 S 75th St

303 N 62nd St

7759 WThurston Cir
2201 E Farvis St

10106 W Bungalow Pkwy

10119 W Grant Ct #3
2886 S 94th St

6100 W Stonehedg Dr Apt 365
2302 University Ave #308

2608 N Humbolt Blvd
3510 Paradise Ln

3304 N 51 Blvd

2244 N 68th St

3216 S Quincy Ave
4433 N 80th St

3838 E Martin Ave
N7886 Co HWY X
8345 N Poplar Dr
8514 W Howard Ave #
2718 N Downer

4020 S Whitnall Ave
1109 W Brown Deer Rd
PO Box 186

3233A S Logan Ave
2301 E Beverly Rd
3340 N Cambridge Ave
N2347 Alta Vista

4141 N Morris Blvd
2825 N Murray

N8338 Pleasant Lake Rd
2811 W. McKinley Blvd
11102 W Oklahoma Ave
2947 Mallard Way
5763 N Bay Ridge Ave
2750 N Stowell Ave
510 E Carlisle

4969 N Newhall St
1121 Crestview Dr
1612 S Main St

4835 Vandenboom Rd
512 E Johnson

1036 Pendleton Rd
4036 N 93rd St

4211 N Maryland
3020 N Fratney St
3427 N Pierce St

4221 W College Ave
1726 N 71st St

44 W Vincennes
1038 W Glen River Rd

City

West Allis
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Shorewood
Milwaukee
West Allis
West Allis
Greenfield
Madison
Milwaukee
Brookfield
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Cudahy
Watertown
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Lyons
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Lake Geneva
Shorewood
Milwaukee
EastTroy
Milwaukee
West Allis
EastTroy
Whitefish Bay
Milwaukee
Whitefish Bay
Whitefish Bay
Port Washington
Racine
Kansasville
Madison
Neenah
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Wawautosa
Racine
Glendale

State

Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
wi

53214
53213
53218
5321

53214
53227
53227
53220
53726
53212
53045
53216
53213
53207
53218
53110

53094
53217
53228
5321

53207
53217
53148
53207
53211

53211

53147
5321

5321

53120
53208
53227
53120
53217
53211

53217
53217
53074
53403
53139
53703
54956
53222
53211

53212
53212
53221
53213
53402
53217



Last Name
Rutkowski
Ryan
Rybarczyk
Rys

Sabol
Salach
Salamone
Sampson
Sams

San Dretto
Sanderson
Sandrik
Sarahong
Sauter
Sayers
Scannell
Schaenzer
Schall
Schatz
Schatzman
Scherrer
Schleip
Schmidt
Schmidt
Schmidt
Schmidt
Schmitz
Schneider
Schneider
Schneidler
Schnuck
Schoofs
Schribner
Schroeder
Schuetz
Schuknecht
Schultheil
Schultzs
Schwaab
Schwartz
Schweitzer
Scott

Scott
Scotty
Screven
Sculley
Seeger
Sewell
Shapiro
Shapley

First Name
Thomas
Nancy

Greg

Steve

J.E.
Thomas
Susan H
Linda Gale
Chuck

Erica

Brad & Cathy

Mike & Marleen

Erica
Bruce
Anne
James
Barbara
Mary
David
Clarence
Deanna
Patricia
Mari
Harold
Frederick G
Erich
Nancy j
Ben & Kay
Jane
Sue
Larry
Patrick
Pauline
Mary
Robert F
Charles
William
Robert W
Susan
Sally
Marion E
William P
Frances
Barb
Rozanne
Priscilla
Regene A.
Robert
Elika
Louise

Address

2615 North Main St
581 E Foxdale Rd
2620 E Holmes Ave
12051 256th Ave

6328 Washington Ave.
PO Box 105
10633 W Woodward Ave
7000 N Barnett Ln
3071 S Superior St
531 E Peckham St
8141 McHenry

23304 82nd St

4237 S Lenox St

3635 N Tucker Pl Apt 110
6546 Doral Cir

6627 Greenway # 5
11737 N Solar Ave
3818 N Frederick Ave
3126Terrace High
5396 Meadow Dr
7330 Lynn Ln

706 16th PI
N86W18539 Eldee Ln
328 W Hampton Ave
2416 E Edgewood Ave
2417 W Halsey Ave
3615 N 47th St

826 E Alton St

15205 Marilyn Dr #3
N38 W35926 Ravinia Dr
1129 E Lexington Blvd
1234 S 25th St

8220 Harwood Ave #606
1186 W Murray Ln
7616 31st Ave

72 E Brooklyn St

S46 W39028 Hwy 72
18465A St Andrew Ct
3019 Chatham St

3431 N 57th St

S 77 W 12929 McShane Dr
4313 N Stowell Ave
4325 Westway Ave
3351 N 58th St

3357 N Humboldt Blvd
380 N Mill St

2011 N 57th St
17760??? Gephardt Rd
7221 3rd Ave

3919 Ruby Ave #122

City
Racine
Fox Point
Cudahy
Trevor
Racine
Powers Lake
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Neenah
Burlington
Salem
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Madison
Greendale
Mequon
Milwaukee
Racine
Greendale
Burlington
Kenosha

Menomonee Falls

Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Appleton

Elm Grove

Oconomowoc

Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Hubertus
Kenosha
Chilton
Deusman
Brookfield
Racine
Milwaukee
Muskego
Shorewood
Racine
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Saukville
Milwaukee
Brookfield
Kenosha
Racine

State Zip

Wi 53402
Wi 53217
Wi 53110
Wi 53179
Wi 53406
Wi 53159
Wi 53222
WiI 53217
Wi 53207
Wi 54956
Wi 53105
Wi 53168
Wi 53207
WI 53222
Wi 53719
Wi 53129
Wi 53097
Wi 53211
Wi 53406
Wi 53129
Wi 53105
Wi 53140
Wi 53051
Wi 53217
WiI 53211
Wi 53221
Wi 53216
WI 54911
WI 53122
Wi 53066
WI 53217
Wi 53204
Wi 53213
Wi 53033
Wi 53142
Wi 53014
WI 53118
Wi 53045
Wi 53402
Wi 53216
Wi 53150
Wi 53211
Wi 53405
Wi 53216
Wi 53212
Wi 53080
Wi 53208
Wi 53045
Wi 53143
Wi 53402

B-93



Last Name
Sheehan
Shellestad
Shinners
Shutkin
Siebold
Siegel
Siegfried
Sielk
Siemsen
Siesennop
Simons
Skocir-Stehr
Smith
Smith
Smith
Sndic
Snowdon
Sommer
Spear
Sperzel-Wuchterl
Spindler
Staat
Stackpole
Staff
Starks
Staubach
Steckhahn
Steil

Stein
Stengel
Stephens
Stephens
Stern
Stetson
StGeorge
Stieg
Stockinger
Stoltz
Strike
Stueber
Stuff
Sullivan
Suttner
Swanson
Sweeney
Swire
Sytsma
Szczepanik
Szymkowski
Talbert

B-94

First Name
William & Karla
Kay

Angela
Sara A

Jeff

Gloria Jean
JC

Marilyn
Albert G.
Joanne
Joan R
Cathy
Emily

Paul

Leslie C
Ruth

Carole
Cynthia
Faith

Tanya
Marlin P
William J
Charles R.
David M
Carol Klees
Monica
Mark

Roger K
Gerald
Daniel & Diane
Adam B
John

Jean M.
Robert & Mary
Barbara G
Scott
Robert
Jane

Linda L
Jerome
John Barry
Steve

Jerry

Julie K
Mark E
Alisa

Jeff

John & Lucille
Audrey
Charles & Victoria

Address

3547 W Shady Ln
4926 N Newhall

2102 N 6th St

5255 N Hollywood Ave
1725 N Prospect Ave
PO Box 125

11019 N Crestline Rd
270s1920W Merrill HI
1353 N 42

5359 N Diversey Blvd
2660 N 115th St

110 N EIm Grove Rd
1869 N Cambridge Ave Apt 207
5074 N Elkhart Ave
4424 N Main St
9038 W Orchard St
4133 N Larkin St
3137 N Cramer

2010 N 1st St

1227 N Cass #6

921 N Center St #Sr
6601 N Birch Hill Ct
13755Tulane St

2785 N 98th St

4211 6th Ave

3551 S Austin St
12109 W Washington St
820 E Henry Clay #1
1845 W Paynes Pt Rd
513 E Day Ave

1223 N Prospect Ave
8017 N Santa Monica
1629 N 68th St11
7274 W Potomac Ave
12223 Woodside Ct
1860 N Arlington PI
5853 S Kurtz Rd

2525 South Shore Dr Apt 15D
4811 N Bartlett Ave
S103 W19333 Kelsey Dr
840 Lake Ave

2510 Lincoln Ave
2371 N 116th St

937 E Gorhan Apt 2
119 N Butler #3

4395 South Down
3508 Washington Ave
12028 253rd Ave
3664 S Ahmedi

9205 Lakeshore Dr

City

Neenah
Milwaukee
Sheboygan
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Menomonee Falls
Mequon
Waukesha
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Brookfield
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Racine

West Allis
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Beaver Dam
Fox Point
Brookfield
Milwaukee
Kenosha
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Neenah
Whitefish Bay
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Hales Corners
Milwaukee
Whitefish Bay
Muskego
Racine
Kansasville
Wauwatosa
Madison
Madison
Waterford
Racine
Trevor

Saint Francis
Pleasant Prairie

State Zip

Wi 54956
Wi 53217
Wi 53081
WI 53217
Wi 53202
Wi 53052
wi 53092
Wi 53188
Wi 53208
wi 53217
wi 53226
Wi 53005
Wi 53202
WI 53217
Wi 53402
WI 53214
WiI 53211
wi 53211
Wi 53212
Wi 53202
Wi 53916
WI 53217
Wi 53005
WI 53222
Wi 53140
Wi 53207
wi 53211
Wi 53217
Wi 54956
WI 53217
Wi 53202
WI 53217
Wi 53213
Wi 53216
wi 53226
Wi 53202
wi 53130
Wi 53207
WI 53217
wi 53150
Wi 53403
Wi 53139
Wi 53226
Wi 53703
Wi 53703
Wi 53185
Wi 53405
Wi 53179
Wi 53235
wi 53158



Last Name
Tasker

Tausend
Tenuta
Terranova
Tews
Thomas
Thomas
Thomas
Thomey
Thompson
Thomson
Thorman
Thums
Timmer
Tobias
Tobias
Tolentino
Toman
Tomter
Tornes
Totty
Travanty
Trewyn
Trotalli
Ukasick
Ulrich
VanBuskirk
Vance
Varichak
Varricchio
Vass
Verhagen
Villwock
Voden
Vojik
Voss
Wagner
Waite
Wallace
Wallrath
Walsh
Washburn
Watson
Weber
Weed
Wegner
Wehnes

Weinberg-Kinsey

Weindling
Weissenborn

First Name
Delores

Conrad M

Catherine & Virginia

Mary
Geraldine
Edgar
Barry

Vlad
Richard E.
Laura

Scott & Alice
Rebecca
Esther M
David
Gertrude W
Wayne O
Janine

Joanne & Charles

Marjie
Angela M
Cynthia
Mark & Cheryl
Jerome
Robert J
Charmaine
Cecily
Therese
Afra
Michael

D

Barbara & Joe
Debra A
Nicole
Nicholas
SJ

Erika
Sabrina
Sophia J
Robert M.
Elizabeth
Erin

Chris
Wendy
Daniel

Ed

Debra
Rosemary
David
Pamela
Robert H

Address
3340 N 90th St

N110W17098 Ashbury Ln #1
2522 29th Ave
2527 W Wending Dr
1344 Russet St

4909 N 73rd St

1312 93rd Ave

910 W Walworth Ave
6139 Washington Cir
4720 State Rd 31

406 16th St

126 Langdon #724

681 ViewcrestTer

4655 S Hearth Ridge Ct
103 S Lakeshore Dr
1938 S 73rd

7421 W Tuckaway Creek Dr
2549 N Buffum

1097 Lake Shore Rd
3223 S Indiana Ave
2609 N 75th St

7407 52nd Ave

4419 S 36th St

18860 Lwr Lothmoor Dr
3608 N 101st St

6526 Heidelberg Cir
1654 Dellwood Ct

2426 N Booth St

N96 W16350 Cty Ln Rd
PO Box 2061

4007 1st St

3215 N Newhall St
2756 N 74th St

1819 S 124th St #C
2143 N 67th ST

2200 N 64th St

2212 N Lake Dr

2940 N Bartlett Ave # 206
4333 N Oakland Ave #303
1930 Fieldcrest Lane
213 N Hamilton Apt 3N
150 N 80th St

21375 Astolat Dr

6811 N Glen Shore Dr
6728 W Cleveland Ave
3535 A N 55th St

7922 Jackson Park

2119 N 69th St

8205 N Lake Dr

7979 W Glenbrook Rd Apt 6017

City
Milwaukee
Germantown
Kenosha
Glendale
Racine
Milwaukee
Kenosha
Whitewater
Wauwatosa
Racine
Racine
Madison
Burlington
New Berlin
Racine
West Allis
Franklin
Milwaukee
Grafton
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Kenosha
Greenfield
Brookfield
Wauwatosa
Waterford
Grafton
Milwaukee
Germantown
Kenosha
Kenosha
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
New Berlin
Wauwatosa
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Shorewood
Waukesha
Madison
Milwaukee
Brookfield
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Wauwatosa
Wauwatosa
Milwaukee
Milwaukee

State Zip

Wi 53222
Wi 53022
wi 53140
Wi 53209
Wi 53405
Wi 53218
WI 53144
wi 53190
Wi 53213
Wi 53405
wi 53403
Wi 53703
Wi 53105
Wi 53151
Wi 53403
wi 53219
wi 53132
wi 53212
Wi 53024
Wi 53207
Wi 53213
WI 53142
WI 53221
Wi 53045
WI 53222
Wi 53185
wi 53024
wi 53212
Wi 53022
WI 53141
WI 53144
WI 53211
wi 53210
wi 53151
Wi 53213
Wi 53213
Wi 53202
Wi 53211
WI 53211
Wi 53186
Wi 53703
wi 53213
wi 53045
Wi 53209
wi 53219
Wi 53216
Wi 53213
Wi 53213
WI 53217
wi 53223
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Last Name
Wells
Wenz
Wereley
Werner
Werner
Wesserle
Whitman
Wickler
Wiegert
Wiesner
Wilcox
Willenson
Williams
Wincek
Winnett
Wirth
Wolfe
Wormley
Wrobel
Yanny
Young
Young
Zellmer
Zentgraf
Ziegler
Zimmer
Zimmerman
Zolnosky
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First Name
David H.
William J
Eugene
William
Percy
Andreas & Denise
Lou and Mary
Charles F
Dean

Joe

Gail

L

Joanne
Robert R
Tedi J
Jessica
Manon Paul-
PeterT
Patricia
Florence
John

Mary

Bob

John J
Margie

Cathy
Michael

Address

1420 E Fairy Chasm Rd
2508 E Belleview Pl Apt 2
14100 W Gatewood Dr
3467 N Frederick Ave
2917 N Summit Ave
4257 N 52nd St

2446 Kinzie Ave

1170 Downing Dr

3002 S Delaware Ave
5866 N Bay Ridge Ave
13030 W North Ave
1600 West GreenTree Rd
307 Water St

21760 W Lochinvar Ln
1116 51st Dr

3254 N Gordon PI
7524 Third Ave

1611 S Berlin Ave

2815 S Logan Ave

340 McHenry St
5843 W Elliot Circle
5843 W Elliott Circle

1600 W GreenTree Rd #E121

7508 W Jackson Dr
648 Weidman Ct
W270 Hansen Dr
4333 S 15th St

744 Sunnyview Dr

City
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
New Berlin
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Racine
Waukesha
Milwaukee

Whitefish Bay

Brookfield
Milwaukee
Lake Geneva
New Berlin
Union Grove
Milwaukee
Kenosha
New Berlin
Milwaukee
Burlington
Milwaukee
Milwaukee
Glendale
West Allis
Cedarburg
Sussex
Sheboygan
Racine

State Zip

Wi 53217
Wi 53211
Wi 53151
WI 53211
WI 53211
Wi 53216
Wi 53405
Wi 53186
Wi 53207
wi 53217
Wi 53005
Wi 53209
WI 53147
Wi 53146
Wi 53182
Wi 53212
wi 53143
WI 53151
Wi 53207
Wi 53105
wi 53208
Wi 53208
wi 53209
Wi 53219
Wi 53012
wi 53089
wi 53081
wi 53406
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¥ Cut air pollution, Most rail-ridership will be diverted

SIERRA CLUB POSTCARD SUBMITTED WITH ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Name DAVID A-BiaRk KLuyaD

Address (see reverse side)

mail {please We Dy I TNEED A”D
Ehonle(pI CJJT’JNOT Aﬂ'bpp LAJ-LD@/MQAI
or NEw FREEWAYS — Sobeg yp!

Dear SE Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission:

I support the KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension in
SE Wisconsin. We need this frain because it will;

* Provide a fast, reliable, easy and affordable alternative to

@ej‘lwmmg right-of-way,
and 15 less subject to weather and construction delays.

* Be accessible and a practical alternative for comiutin
with 362,100 jobs aﬁ'smmmmrﬁm‘xﬁ?n 3
miles of the prop 0TS, 1 hree DUt of Wisconsin's
five largest cifies are on the KRM route.

* Cut down on traffic by offering more transportation
options, Studies have shown that providing more lanes of

~traffic does not solve the congestion problem.

* Cut air pollution. Most rail-ridership wi
» cause 75% of our hazardous air polhutior .

* Reduce sprawl by directing future development to existing
communifies around transit stops.

¢ Investing in trains is more economical than creating wider
highways. Public investment in rail infrastructure
provides suppaort to roadways, airperts and ports.
Why not rail?

e A ettt

Name — -

b B Ms. Jane A. Bruesch
Address (s § ) 3987 Bay Shore Dr
Email (ple! Sturgeon Bay, W1 54235
Phone ‘

Dear SE Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission:

[ support the KRM Commuter Rail Metta Extension in
SE Wisconsin. We need this train because it will:

s Provide a fast, reliable, easy and affordable alternative to
congested highway travel. It uses existing right-of-way,
and is less subject to weather and construction delays.

* Be accessible and a practical alternative for commuting
with 362,100 jobs and 540,000 residents projected within 3
miles of the proposed stations. Three out of Wisconsin's
five largest cities are on the KRM route,

* Cut down on traffic by offering more transportation
optiocns. Studies have shown that providing more lanes of 3
traffic does nof solve the congestion problem.

-

from am which gause 75% o%lwr%%gol&lgi f.

* Reduce sprawl by directing futhfe developmenkto existing
communities around transit stops.

'

s

* Investing in trains is more economical than creating wider g

highways. Public investment in rail infrastructure

provides suppaort tg roadways, airpgrts and perts, @

Why not rail? W y
Sincerely, J

roygh th'S ﬁrtd,.?—sznﬁk-&is.\

e 00l DIlke

Address (sea raverse

side} .
Email (please) Odﬂ»[ﬂﬂ‘ie @ “{_” :”( Lo
Phone - i 87 -

Dear SE Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission:

[ support the KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension in
SE Wisconsin. We need this train because it will:

¢ Provide a fast, reliable, easy and affordable alternative to
congested highway travel. It uses existing right-of-way,
and is less subject to weather and construction delays.

= Be accessible and a practical alternative for commuting
with 362,100 jobs and 540,000 residents projected within 3
miles of the proposed stations. Three out of Wisconsin‘s
five largest cities are on the KRM route,

¢ Cut down on traffic by offering mare transportation
options. Studies have shown that providing more lanes of
traffic does not solve the congestion problem.

» Cut air poltution. Most rail-ridership will be diverted
from autos, which cause 75% of our hazardous air pollutio

* Reduce sprawl by directing future development to existing
communities around transit stops.

* Investing in trains is nore economical than creating wider ™.
highways, Public investment in rail infrastructure é
provides support to roadways, airports and ports. &
Why not rail?

f.5. D't Ustd Hy MCEA B St po s Chatego -

G vaes Vim

f %
Name OLVO‘I", DPK)‘{L

Address {see reverse side)

Email {please)
Phone

Dear SE Wisconsin Regional Ilanning Commission: ™

1 support the KRM Commuter Rail Metrz Extension in
SE Wisconsin. We need this train because if will;

» Provide a fast, reliable, easy and affordable alternative &
congested highway travel, It uses existing right-of-way,
and is less subject to weather and construction delays.

= Be accessible and a practical alternative for commuting
with 362,100 jobs and 540,000 residents projected withjn 3
miles of the proposed stations. Three out of Wisconsi
five largest cities are on ithe KRM route.

¢ Cut down on traific by offering more transportati
optiens. Studies have shown that providing motf lanes of
traffic does nol soive the congestion problem.

o Cut air pollution. Most rail-ridership will be ¢lverted
from autos, which cause 75% of our hazardouy air poliutio:
* Reduce spraw] by directing future developphent to existi:
communities around transit stops.
» Investing in trains is more economical tflan creating wider
highways, Public investment in rail inffastructure
provides support to roadways, airpogif and ports.
Why not rail? (e wges M, Pratra
Sincerely, \de X N Norahworsyea o £
‘(Q“ogha’ M g Moo do D‘\\‘VJ -
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vame Ot S Homseine

57 sloal- net
Address (see revarse 5|de f-’ /
Email {please) arm ng @)')-bﬂ.
_Phona ff— L{ ?GV‘-‘7J%/ o
. b
"L Dear- SE Wisconsin Regional Flanning Commission: i

.3 I supp(ﬁ‘t the KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension in &
SE Wisconsin. We, need this train because it will; g i

e ————————

: a\- Provide a fast, re]lable, easy and affordable alternative t
g congested highway travel, It uses existing right-of-way,
and is less subject to weatherﬁnd construction delays.
s §

* Be accessible and a practical altefnauve for commuting
with 362,100 jobs and 540,000 res:deﬁtwrojected w1th|
g miles of the proposed stations. Three oul Wisconsm
five largest cities are on the KRM route

I
5 5
i * Cut down on traffic by offering more transpnrtatm AN
! g~ options. Studies have shown that providing more lanes (t
E g traffic does not solve the congestion problem.

! \(\. Cut air pollution. Mast rail-ridership will be diverted \ﬁ\
"\ from autos, which cause 75% of our hazardous air pollutic, S

* Reduce sprawl by directing future development to ex1shng§
communrities around transit stops. 5,

~2 Investing in trains is more economical than creating w1der
highways. Public investment in rail infrastructure

provides support to roadways, aupor’ts and otts
\Why not xail? 7/ AL
kﬂ Sincerely, [3/ el

s

ame

ddress (see reverse side) s 8

mail (please) M@M&aﬁm}
one Af/d/-/ Ot~ 39O

ear SE Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission:

\:Q\- support the KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension in:

SE Wisconsin, We need this train because it wilk:

% Provide a fast, reliable, easy and affordable alternative

“wongested highway travel. [t uses existing right-of-way,

‘and is less subject to weather and construction delays.

> Be accessible and a practieal alternative for commuting \;\

N with 362,100 jobs and 540,000 residents projected wnthl

X\ miles of the proposed stations. Three out of Wisconsii
five largest cities are on the KRM route.

ut down on traffic by offering more transportation
options. Studies have shown that providing more lanes of
traffic does not solve the congestion problem.

Cut air pollution, Most rail-ridership will be diverted _
from autos, which cause 75% of our hazardous air pollvl.un.

Reduce sprawl by directing future development to existing
communities around transit stops.
esting in trains is more economical than creating wider
highways. Public invesiment in rail infrastructure
vides support to roadways, airports and ports.
Why not rail?

§\§ Sincerely, W /%‘_9‘%/
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Name HW{Q/ /\é”@m‘%}f 4{?'}3 74

Addrass (see reverse side)
Email (please)

Phone —¥/% 35 & - 877

Dear SE Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission:

[ support the KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension in
SE Wisconsin., We need this train because it will:

* Provide a fast, reliable, easy and affordahle alternative to
congested highway travel. It uses existing right-of-way,
and is less subject to weather and construction delays.

¢ Be accessible and a practical alternative for commuting
with 362,100 jobs and 540,800 residents projected withir ~
miles of the proposed stations, Three out of Wisconsi.. -
five largest cities are on the KRM route.

* Cut down on traffic by offering more transportation
options. Studies have shown that providing more lanes of
traffic does not solve the congestion problem.

¢ Cut air poliution. Most rail-ridership will be diverted
from autos, which cause 75% of our hazardous air pollution,

* Reduce sprawl by directing future development to existing
communities around transit stops.

¢ Investing in trains is more economical than creating wider
highways. Public investment in rail infrastructure
provides support to roadways, airports and ports.

Why rmt rail? ?@Mﬂ& tho bw\.wa g

'TME R %mcerel é j

Irtan - a'ﬁﬂbm
(-UI!A w Y aﬁ(

N ameshm_lﬂﬂw

Address (see reverse side)

Email (plea:ie) I b

s o g o e

q héen F
Dear SE Wisconsin eglonal PlanniMg Comniission: g

I support the KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension in
SE Wisconsin, We need this train because if will:

¢ Provide a fast, reliable, easy and affordable alternative to
congested highway travel, It uses existing right-of-way,
and is less subject to weather and construction delays.
', = Be accessible and a practical alternative for commuting
with 362,100 jobs and 540,000 residents projected within 3
miles of the proposed stations. Three out of Wisconsin's
five largest cities are on the KRM route,

+ Cut down on traffic by offering more transportation
options. Studies have shown that providing more lanes of
traffic does not salve the congestion problem,

* Cut air pollution. Most rail-ridership will be diverted
! from autos, which cause 75% of our hazardous air pollution.

Reduce sprawl by directing future development to existing
communities around transit stops.

» Investing in trains is more ecanomical than creating widex
highways. Public investment in rail infrastructure
provides support to roadways, airports and ports

Why not rail?
{éf nbr

Sincerely,ge\g,]\m W
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Name
Address (sea reverse side)

Email (pleass)
Phone

Dear SE Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission:

1 support the KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension in
SE Wisconsin, We need this train because it will:

* Provide a fast, reliable, easy and affordable alternative to
congested highway travel. It uses existing right-of-way,
and is less subject to weather and construction delays.

* Be accessible and a practical alternative for commuting -
with 362,100 jobs and 540,000 residents projected within -
miles of the proposed stations, Three out of Wisconsin’s.
five largest cities are on the KRM route.

* Cut down on traffic by offering more transportation
options.. Studies have shown that providing more lanes of
traffie dgis Hot solve the congestion problem.

* Cut air pblfuﬁon Most rail-ridership will be diverted
from autos; which cause 75% of our hazardous air pollutior:

¢ Reduce sprawl by directing future development to existing
communities around transit stops.

¢ Investing in trains is more economical than creating wider
highways. Public investment in rail infrastructure
provides support te roadways, an'port and porl‘s
Why not rail? Sﬁﬂﬂ 6{’

>
Sincenfrl!ru 95 L(b- dr‘ﬂﬁ .{-m.ﬂﬂ[d‘,.u .

i
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Appendix B-4

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED VIA FORM LETTER

Mr. Kenneth Yunker

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
PO Box 1607
Waukesha, WI 53187-1607

Subject: Please move forward on KRM Metra Extension

Dear Mr. Kenneth Yunker:

I support the KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension in Southeast Wisconsin. We need this train
because it will:

* Provide a fast, reliable, easy and affordable alternative to congested highway travel. It uses
existing right-of-way and is less subject to weather and construction delays.

* Be an accessible and practical alternative for commuting with 362,100 jobs and 540,000

residents projected within three miles of the proposed stations. Three out of Wisconsin’s five
largest cities are on the KRM route.

* Cut down on traffic by offering more transportation options. Studies have shown that providing
more lanes of traffic does not solve the congestion problem.

* Reduce air pollution. Most rall-ndershlp will be diverted from autos, which cause 75 percent of
our hazardous air pollution.

* Reduce sprawl by directing future development to existing communities around transit stops.
Investing in trains is more economical than creating wider highways. Public investment in rail

infrastructure provides support to roadways, airports and ports. Why not rail?
Please include my comments in the public record on KRM Metra Extension.

Sincerely,



Last Name
Balwinski
Beyer
Brielmaier
Bugnacki
Buhler
Burkross
Chiarugi
Deans
Deneka
Dunn
Dzindzeleta
Fox

Giese
Glader
Gryder
Hensley
Kaelber
Keating
Kugler
Marsicek
Pitts
Roddick
Rollman
Sensenstein
Shailor
Simenson
Steinke
Stoltenberg
Ward
Warner
White
Wilson
Zinns

PERSONS WHO SUBMITTED FORM LETTER

First Name
Barbara
Sylvia
Tim
Miriam
Thomas & Susan
Tonia
Keith

Sue
Alison
Matthew
Mercedes
Jean
Mark M
Daniel
Rick

Bill
Melody J
Pam
Tony
Nicole
Wayne
Chris
Reyne
Ann
Jonathan
Katie
Kathy
John P
Thomas & Amanda
Marie
Aaron
Kristin
Carolyn

Address

6900 Middle Rd #2

8276 66th Ave

PO Box 044221

622 43rd St

44 N Vincennes Cir

1020 45th St

5608 31st Ave

400 McCanna Pkwy
2715 West Blvd

4904 Sheard Rd

609 7th St

3011 Bruce Dr

1520 Bryn Mawr Ave
373 Conkey St

4110 Washington Rd #107
514 42nd St Upper

7945 31st Ave

8758 3rd Ave

121 Corry St

21921 83rd St

4011 91st St

9619 W Forest Home Ave
4835 Vandenboom Rd
40424 125th St

6207 7th Ave #19

23020 County Line Rd
4110 Washington Rd #107
N8362 STH 67

5523 Three Mile Rd

5310 Crystal Ln

4001 15th St

2819 1/2 Washington Ave
6645 Whitewater St

City

Racine
Pleasant Prairie
Racine
Caledonia
Racine
Kenosha
Kenosha
Burlington
Racine
Kansasville
Racine
Racine
Racine
Burlington
Kenosha
Kenosha
Kenosha
Pleasant Prairie
Madison
Salem
Kenosha
Hales Corners
Kansasville
Twin Lakes
Kenosha
Kansasville
Kenosha
Elkhart Lake
Racine
Sturtevant
Racine
Racine
Racine

State
wi
wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi
Wi

Zip

53402
53158
53404
53108
53402
53140
53144
53105
53403
53139
53403
53404
53403
53105
53144
53140
53142
53158
53704
53168
53142
53159
53139
53181
53143
53139
53144
53020
53406
53177
53405
53405
53402
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Additional Comments Submitted With Form Letters

As a Caledonia resident who works in Milwaukee, I am frustrated with the
construction and congestion that are a regular part of my daily commute. I also
hate the pall of vehicle-generated smog that hangs over the greater metro area,
and the damage we’re doing to the atmosphere and environment at-large. Both I
and my husband — who travels daily to northern Illinois — are potential users of a
commuter rail system.

I have long been a supporter of public transportation systems. While attending
the University of Wisconsin Parkside I used the Kenosha transit bus system, at a
cost of $15.00 per month it couldn’t be beat. Plus I always arrived to class on
time and didn’t have to search for a parking space. [ believe that public
transportation systems are the only logical solution we have to decrease road
congestion, auto emission pollution and the developer biased land use problem of
urban sprawl.

I love the idea of being able to get on the train and go to places rather than putting
up with so much traffic and hassle. I believe many people would take advantage
of a rail route between Chicago and Milwaukee rather than driving the interstates.

I support the KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension in southeast Wisconsin. I
live in Racine and now have to go to Kenosha in order to take the train. I have
driven to Chicago in the past, and it was not an experience I would like to repeat.
I think the train extension would be a great convenience and would allow so many
more tourists and commuters to easily travel to Chicago and the suburbs of
northern Illinois. It is also an environmentally sound choice for your constituents.
Give disabled persons an easier way to see other cities, get to appointments at
major health centers, etc.

I personally have been waiting for this rail service for many years and look
forward to it at last.

Now is the time to support rail!

I am all for mass transit. Please consider this new rail extension.

As a Wisconsin parent deeply worried for the future of our state’s environment, I
strongly support the KRM Commuter Rail Metra Extension in southeast
Wisconsin.



Appendix C

OPINION/EDITORAL PIECES AND NEWS ARTICLES CONCERNING
THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY



Rail transit plan lacks needed flexibility

JournalTimes
May 15, 2003

8Y DANIEL BLOCH

COMMENTARY

Various groups have studied
public transportation options
connecting Racine to Chicago
&nd Milwaukee. Stated laudable
objectives include: high quality
transportation, economic
development, and economical
investrnent in public
transportation.

Brochures developed by these
groups are impressive and
professionally done, but only
stress the most positive
potential cutcomes. These
groups are recommending
commuter rail (KRM), an
extension of the Metra line from
Kenosha to Milwaukee. With an
investment of the size proposed,
we neaq to look critically at the
information being disseminated,

As a Racine-Milwaultee
commuter for 10 years, [
strongly support developing a
cost-efficient mass transit
sysiem. Any system that is
proposed must be as user
friendly as possible because it
will be competing with the
convenience of auto commuting,
Rail is not the best option. A
few reasons are given below

Existing service for metro
Racine residents eonsists of
high-speed train (Amtrak)
service between Chicago and
Milwaukee (via Sturtevant) and
bus service (Coach USA/WI
Coach) between Milwaukee and
the Metra station in Kenosha,
‘The proposed train route

significantly duplicates existing
bus service and offers one less
daily roundtrip (7 versus 8).

Train service would be a fixed
route, not the best way to
optimize ridership. A system is
needed that ean be modified to
accommodate changing
ridership needs, Caledonia's
experience confirms this by
going from a fixed (BUS) route
to a more flexible Share-a-Ride
system. Both Caledonia and
Kenosha officials have stated
that new business development
will be westward toward 1-94. A
flexible bus system would allow
routes in the eastern and
western parts of the county,

Train advocates elaim ghorter
commuting fimes. Brochures
estimate a travel time of 33
minutes from the proposed

Cafedonia station at 4 Mile Road
to Iilwaulkee,

On a typical day, the current
bus service makes this trip in 35
mirnutes (longer times in heavy
snow or fog), discharging
pasisengers along Michigan Ave.
Thee train would have only one
stop, and walldng from the train
station to one’s downtown
desitination would likely make
tot:al commute time greater than
for the bus. The current Coach
USH bus stops at Mitchell Field
teriminals, The train proposal
requires passengers to detrain
in {t. Francis and use another
foryn of transportation to get to
the airport.

The proposed train option has
a litnited number of stops at
stations (to be built) requiring
riders to get transportation to
designated stops if they do not
live within a few blocks of these
stations. The Coach USA bus
route follows Sheridan Road and
Douglas Avenue, stopping for
passengars anywhere along this
route.

The estimated capital eost of
the medium-level train proposal
is $162 million. Annual operating
costs of $10 million not covered
by fares would need to come
from a regional tax. The
existing Coach USA bus service
requires no additicnal funds (it
currently receives support)
unless it is expanded.

Published brochures project
weekday train or bus ridership
to reach 4,100 by 2020. Thus
busges are much more cost-
efficient on a per rider basis.
Ten years ago one might also
have predicted a significant
inerease in bus ridership by
2003. Ridership on the Coach
USA line has not increased
significantly, if at all, during
this period.

Only a few issues are
mentioned here due tc space
limitations. A mor
comprehensive report is
available upon request. If you
feel the train proposal is not the
most efficient, cost-effective
mass transit option for Racine,
inform your elected officials.

Inaction can result in paying
for a mass transit system that
does not best meet commuter
needs,

Daniel Bloch is a Racine resi-

dent, gaily commuter and profes-
sor at Marquette University.
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PETE MILLARC

Commuter rail
may not
get rolling

ew people find fault with the

proposed commuter rail line

that wounld connect Milwankee
and Recine with Kenosha.

Business and polltieal leaders who
endorse tha plan are 2 “Who's Who
of sontheastern Wisconsin, and
they’re doing Lheir best ta lobby
friends in Madison on the value of
commuterrail plan as critical to
econcmic development.

“The commuter ratl is the perect
opportunity to tle our regional
economy to Chicago's.” says Rerry
Thomas, a spokegwoman for the
Southenstern Wisconsin Coalition

for Transit
“Thﬂ Now.

- But the price
samaited 38 oo vrme

iz the gerieet commuterrall

line is steep, es-
GEPRIENIY pectally when
to e ouy  state leglslators
- are struggling
7657002} wiha93.2b0-
ion defieit for
seon ﬂ!&‘t? tff the 2003-2005
Chlcags’s.” budget.
‘Any new
Kotry Thomas  transportation
Southeastern projectisa
Wisconsin Coglttion ;2“&!:;0 sellwigay
adison
El' Transit Now because of
tight budgets,”
says Bob Cook, executive divector of
the Transportation Development As--
sociation of Wisconsin,

The problem facing commmuter rall
proponents i that state and local
governmants have to pay a minl-
mura of $30 million upfront to cov-
er the capital cost of setting up the.
33-mlie rail service,

Beyond that, state and local gov-
ernments will be responsible for an
estimated $11 million a year to cov-
er operating costs,

Local government officials likely
will argue the tail line should be
viewed as a highway, with the state
covering all eapital and operational

expenses.
Legislators, who have never debat-

ed a commuter rail line before, are

certain to lean on local goveraments

to fand a portion of the project, says

a trangportation industry lobbylst.
Local governments would have to

rely on property tex revenne to fund their

portion of the commmter ratl, The state
would cover {ts costs from the Depart-
ment of Trensportation generel fund.

¢ ia estimated that between 1.1 mil-
lion and 1.5 million people would vse
the commuter rall gervice in sonthenst-
ern Wisconsin. Estimates of revenue to
be generated from passengers are under
stady by the Southeastera Wisconsin
Regional Plenning Commission.

EEW 3TAMIONS FLAKKED

The Kenosha-Racine-Mtlwankee Com-
muter Rail project would extend Chica-
go"s Metra rajl service that currently
runs north from Chicago to Keoosha.
The line would use an existing Union
Pacific freight rail corddor and would
reach apeeds of 59 miles per hour. tak-
ing 42 mioutes to travel [rorm Milwan-
kee to Racloe.

New pasgenger stations wonld be butit
in Sumers, Racine, Caledonla, Oak
Creek, Scuth Milwaukee, Cudehy, St.
Francis and in Milwaukee at the Amtrak
station.

Federal transportation money is ex-
pectad to cover B0 percent of the caplital
cost of the $152 million commuter rail
line — an outlay of $122 million. The
1.8. Depertment of Transportation also
would pay about $5 millicn per year for
operating expenses.

Acguiring vehicles would consurme 65
percent of the Initlal outlay. Bpgrading
tracks and signals wonld make up 3¢
percent, and the new commuter sta-
tions would eat up 5 percent.

Although local elected officiels
haven't yet committed cash to the com-
muter rail line, more than two dozen of-
ficials endorss the plan, Including may-
ors John Norquist, Milwaukee; Gary
Decker, Raclne; Joe Antaramian,
Kenashsa; and Ray Glowneki, Cudahy.
Milwavkee County Brecutive Scott
Walker and Racine County Executive
Willinm McReynolds have also endorsed
the plan.

Rosemary Potter, executive director of
Transit Now, conslders the rall service a
rare example of reglonal cooperation
that has earned the praise of both the
Sterra Club and real estate developers,

The Transportation Development As-
scclation thinks commuter rail adve-
cates should take some eomlort in the
faet Gow. Jim Doyle provided $400,000
to the project for preliminary engineer-
ing and deslgn work.

“That's 2n indication the governor
thinks the project has merit,” says Cook.

Business Journal
May 9, 2003

M OPERATION BY 2010
The proposed implementation sched-
nie for the medinm level of service for
commuter rail heas the design work be-
ing completed in
*“Any aew 2005, construc-

1rapsponiation oy 300y
piojest is  vehicle procure-

a.fough s8f  ua service he-
goning o 2010.
In Madicon s
today hecanse ;rl.nclinﬁg 1p be-
pro-
of tigt tndier
hudpels.” clude mors than
50 small business
Boh Gook owners plus
Transportation  beavy-hitters like
Development  William Perez,
Association of President and
Wisconsin :gd execative
cer of 8.C.
Johnsen & Son
Ine., Racine; Jeen Plerre Rosso, chalr-
man of CNH, Racine; Richard Abdoo,
chalrman of Wisconsin Energy Corp..
Milwaukse; and Jim Parrish, vice presi-
dent of finance at Twin Disc Inc.,
Raocine,

“This will give all businesses acoess to
o major talent pocl north and sowth of
Racine,” says Mark Sommer, president
of Garmae Ine., a Racine manufactorer
with 65 employees. “The commuter rail
will allow more people to live In cur
communlity with the option of going
north to Mjlwaunkes or south 1o Chicago
for their jobs,”

One major selllng point i that 1t will
help communities promote lend redevel-
opment arcund stations.

The Racine Economic Development
Corp.'s strategle economic development
plan pleces a high pdority on the com-
ruter radl between Milwaukes and
Chlcago as a catalyst lor economic and
population growth along the corddor,
notes Sommer.

While business and political leaders
are latting stute lawmakers know how
impoertant the line will be for future eco-
nomic growth, the governor’s budget
message accompanylng the $4C0,000
was equally clear, says Cack.

“The state is willing to be s partner in
the copunuter rall project, but local gov-
ernment will be expected to shoulder
some of the financial responsibility,” he
points ont.




Support for commuter trains still runs strong
Benefits of Metra expansion touted at public hearing

By ANDY TURNER JSOnline Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Special to the Journal Sentinel May 4, 2003

Last Updated: May 3, 2003

Racine - Marilyn Nemeth wants commuter trains linking Racine to Milwaukee and Chicago to become a reality before she's
too old to drive anymore.

The 70-year-0ld Racine woman was one of more than 30 people at & public hearing last week at Gateway Technical College's
Racine campus who spoke in support of a proposal to'extend Chicago's Metra passenger service from Kenosha to Milwankee.

The serviee, which would cost $152 million to start, would also stop in Somers, Racine, Caledonia, Oak Creek, South
Milwaukes and Cudahy. More than 170 residents attended the hearing, which was the third of four meetings conducted by
the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission to provide information and gather input from the public.

Nemeth and other residents, along with city and business leaders, offered a long list of reasons why commuter trains would
benefit Racine. None of the speakers was against the passenger sarvice,

For Nemeth, commuter trains wonld give senior citizens in the city a dependat;le and safe method of transpartation.

“Many times we are not able to drive because of health problems, We're more camfortable with having some cther kind of
transportation,” she said. "Most of us grew up in a time when we had rapid transit or buses, and now we don't have those

"And now when we really could use it, there's a promise of it. I hope I live long enowgh to really see it.”

Better access

She said commuter trains also would provide seniors with better access to health care and cultural events and allow them to
travel in Jarger.groups.

To accommodate the service, the City of Racine plans to renovate its train station on State St. This would help bring people
dovmtown who might not otherwise come, according o Mark Eickhosst, a former alderman and host of a weekly radio show.

"Ome of the hardest things ebout getting peaple to come off the expressway is the trip into Racine. That's eight miles,"
Eickhorst said. "With the rail service stopping right over bere on State St., that would eliminate that problem.

“We have two new museumns opening up in the near foture, We have ferry service here, and we have a beautiful lakefront
area. We have anideal location between Milweukee and Chicago, and cur rates for hotels and entertainment and dinner and
things like that are slightly lower than those arcas.”

Smart growth

Susan Spring, 2 member of the Racine chapter of 1000 Priends of Wisconsin, zn organization that studies land use and
planning in the state, said the service would help to encourage smart growth in Racine and bring people back to downtown
from subusban areas.

"What you are seeing is an old urban area with very little new development surrounded by a kind of sprawling area," Spring
said. "The areas that are created are developing rapidly, without infrastructure, and they're very expensive to maintain.

"What a lot of places have found, if you can get investment in these core areas, you can attract people back to cities. You can
get denser housing and pse infrastructure you already have already so you're not wasting tax money on buflding new roads
and services."

David Guran said he supported the proposal, but he thought there were ways the service counld be enhanced. He suggested
improvements to safety and use of newer technology like locomotives that use 25% less fuel than current locomotives.

Longer ride?
The praspect of a long ride might also turn off some people, and faster express trains should be considered, Guran said.

“The Kenosha to Chicago route takes, ] think, about an hour and 45 minutes with about 15 stops,” he said, "This plan adds
seven more stops between Milwankee and Kenosha, which would probably add about an hour.*

If the extension is implemented, Guran added, preference in hiring should be given to people in areas of Racine and Kenosha
counties where the unemployment levels are highest.



Proposal to extend Metra rail lines has strong support

From the Journal Sentinel JSOnline Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

May 2, 2003

Last Updated: May 2, 2003

Cudahy - A proposal to extend Chicago’s Metra commuter trains from Kenosha to Milwaukee, Racine and the southern
suburbs drew strong support - but also scattered opposition - at the last of four public hearings Thursday.

Of about 65 people at Cudahy City Hall, 13 of 15 speakers backed the $152 million plan endorsed by a Southeastern
Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission study committee, Together, the four hearings drew more than 400 people, and all
but a few of the 88 speakers supported the plan, the study panel's chairman, Fred Patrie, said.

Rosemary Potter, executive director of the Southeastern Wisconsin Coalition for Transit Now, called the commuter rail plan
a rare example of regional cooperation, drawing together diverse elements such as the Sierra Club and developers.

The hearings also showed a split among light rail opponents. Jeff Marker, president of Against Light Electric Rail Transit,
argued against commuter rail on the same grounds as light rail, saying it would cost too much money and draw too few
riders.

But Kevin Walker, vice president of Marker's group, said running full-sized trains on existing tracks is a better use of tax
money than building new light rail or guided electric bus systems. Walker said he is leading another organization, the
Working Group on Transportation, that supports commuter rail lines throughout the Milwaukee arca.

Setting up a commuter rail systém would require approval from elected officials, and, if they agree, actual service is probably
still about four years off, Patrie said.

Racine News Briefs

From the Journal Sentinel JSOnline Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

April 20, 2003

Last Updated: April 19, 2003
Comments sought on extended Metra route

Public hearings start Wednesday on extending Chicago's Metra commuter trains from Kenosha to Racine and downtown
Milwaukee.

A Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission study committee has recommended the 33-mile extension, at a
cost of $152 million. Trains would run seven round trips daily, mainly in rush hours, with additional stops at the Town of
Somers, Town of Caledonia, Oak Creek, South Milwaukee and Cudahy.

All meetings will begin with an open house from 4 to 6 p.m., followed by a 6 p.m. presentation and a hearing at 6:30 p.m.
The meetings will be held at;

Kenosha - Wednesday in the Madrigrano Room of Gateway Technical College, 3520 30th Ave.

Milwaukee - Thursday in the Harbor Lights Room of the Downtown Transit Center, 900 E. Michigan St.
Racine - April 30 in the Great Lakes Room of the Racine Building of Gateway Technical College, 901 Pershing
Drive.

South Shore communities - May 1 in Council Chamber of Cudahy City Hall, 5050 8. Lakeshore Drive.
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Most support
Metra expansion

Final hearmng finds more
backing for commuter rail

BY ERIX BROOKS
KENOSHA NEWS

CUDAHY — The public hear-
ings are done, and it's back to
regional planners for action oh
a propoeal to extend Metra's
commuter rail service from
Kenosha to Milwaukee.

With layers of government
debate still ahead and millions
of dollars still needed to pay for
the project, it willbe at least two
o four years before the first
train rolls north from Kenosha,
the current endpoint of the
Union-Pacific North Line, one
official said Thursday.

“It's possible rail service in
gsome form e¢ould be in place
within four years, but we have
to hit a Jot of target dates before
that to make 1t hecome a reali-
ty,” said Fred Patrie, Kenosha
County's publie works director
and chairman of the regional
planning commission's Ken.
osha-Racine-Milwaukee Corri-
dor Transit Study Advisory
Committee

Pairie said 2005 i3 2 “weak”
possibility for start-up,

“My best guess is 2007,
Patrie said.

Greg MeAndrews hopes it is
sooner than that, MeAndrews, a
Eenosha resident, works at La
Causa, a non-profit sactal ser-
vice crganization on Milwan-
kee’s south side. He has been
commuting to Milwaukes for 15
yeoars and tock the hus to the
University of Wisconsin-Mil-
waukee when he was a student

He spoke st Thursday's
fourth and final public hearing
about the Metra extension at the
Cudahy city hall.

“It was a nightmare,” he sald
later. “I am convincod that the
bus driver's job was to get the
bus from Eonosha to Milwaukes
on time, and passengers were a
necessary evil”

MeAndrews said it won't be
that way on the train, when he
can recoup the 10 hours a week
he spends in his car driving to
and from his job.

“I-want those 10 hours haelk,”
MeAndrews said,

“T'd be willing to pay quite a.

bit to buy back that 10 hours."
Richard Schreiner, too,
would like to see the $152,1 mil-
lon rail line become a reality,
The Milwaukee resident takes
Metra from Kenosha to places
like the Ravinia music festival,
driving o Kenosha and spend-
ing a night while nsing the train
to sightsee. “Kenosha and
Ragcine are two destinations that
people in Milwaukes just over-
sponiing ot Mo pering.
speaking at the 4

“They goto Chicago, and they
bypass it, People probably don't
know much at all about
Kenosha and Racine, and I
think this will really be an
inducement to get more people
to discover them.”

Schreiner’s comments
echoed those at the four meet-
ings, which drew overwhelming
support and crowds of over 160
in Milwaukee and Racine,
Thursday's hearing included
two negative volees among
those who spoka,

‘The public hes until May 16 to
submit additional comments
ahout the projeet, It could take 2
manth to record them for presen-
tation before the advisory com-
mittes, which eculd meet in June
to make a final recommendaticn,

With that, the issus would go
before city eouneils and connty
boards in Kenosha, Racine and
Milwaukee, If endorsed, Patri
hopes the plan could be in f.'mni
of the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation by October,

KENOSHA NEWS

May 2, 2003
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Milwaukee Insight: Discussion Over Proposed WISPOLITICS.COM

Metra Expansion a Step in the Right Direction April 28,2003

By Gregg Hoffmann

MILWAUKEE - One of the citizens who spoke ot last week's informational hearing on a proposed
extension of the Metra syster to Milwaukee from Chicago called the event a "momentous,
historic cceasion.”

“Not just because of the system being proposed, but because it is something that both (Milwaukee
County Executive) Scott Walker and (Milwaukee Mayor) John Norquist agree on,” aid Michael
Cramer of Sharewood,

Indeed, the vast majority of the mare than 100 people at the meeting did support the 152 million
proposal, which would add 33 miles to the Metra Unioa Pacific North Jine that currently nans from
Chicago and eads in Kenosha, The new service would operate over sraded existing freight lines
and end at Milwaukee's Amtrk station Tt would include stops in Kenosha, Somers, Racine,
Caledonia, Onk Creelk, South Milwaukes and Cudahy-8t, Fragcis, It is projected to provide 1.1 to
1.5 million trips per year.

Ken Yunker of the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Plsuning Commission said a special sy
committee hag looked at the rail system, expansion of the bus system and 2 fiybrid of rail and bus,
and deemed the rail system - while not the cheapest option - to have the most potential for better
linking the communities involved, better serving commuters and providing opportunities for
economic development.

The list of those endorsing the plan includa most major elected officials in southoastern
Wisconsin, including Walker and Norquist, educationa) and business Jeaders, representatives of
economi¢ development organizagions, two "faith-based” groups and other organizations ranging
from the Historic Third Ward Association to the Milwawkee Area Greon Party.

Add this columnist to the list. The Metm extension makes sense for several reasons. First, it will
reduce auto traffic in 2 corridor that is fast becoming over-run with it, leading to positive impacts
on the environment.

Second, it will link Milwaukee 10 Chicago, and inchide most communities in between. For
Mitwaukea to continue 1o insist on remaining separato from the Chicago area is suicidal to the
interests of the community. We should emt any links we con to comect to such a large
market. It noed not mean that we simply become a northem suburh of Chicago.

Similer gystems around the country have worked. In fixct, their ridership has exceeded projections
in several places. Elsewhere in the world, such redl systems have become interral to the overall
tremsportation systerm. This writer and his wife lived several moaths in Sydney, Australis, in 2000
and rented a car oaly coce. We were able to travel around the metro avea and to neighboring
communities via rail.

Of course there will be eritics. Some will point to relative low ridership on the Amtrak trains that
run between Chicago and Milwaukee, But fares on those tratns are eroutkd $40 roundtrip. The
Metra fares will be about haif that,

Others will say rail has never worked in the Milwaukee area, but they nesd 2 course in history. A
good electric milway system once did quite well here. If one rides a bike along many bike paths
today, it is likely where the tracks once ran.

Others will say there should be more investment into busses, because they are more flexiblein
where they can go. This is o valid argument when discussing intra-metro area transpostation. B
mails had been laid jn Milweukee & couple decades ago, they might not have had them leading to
the Third Ward or Park Bast Corridor area. Yet those are, or will be, thriving areas of the city. So,
busses might make more sense within the confines of the city.

D, the Metra is inter-city tmnsportation. All those conmunities along the route will be there for
a very long time. Planners even have discussed using bus shutiles from the Metr stafions to other
destipations in each city.

One “semi-critic” at last Thursday's hearing said the she liked the Metra eattenaion, which is being
called WiseRide, but added that it should be combined with an overall SmanGrowth strategy for
land use. This iv a good suggestion.

Parhaps the bignest throat 1o the Metm extension could be the state budget crisis, Planners call for

the state to be the implementing body for the system, even though federal finds could end up
paying For much of its costs.

Some startap moaey was included in the Doyle budget, but as Rosemary Poster, former leglstator
and executive director of the Southeastern Wisconsin Coalition for Tranati Now, saicl, *The
challenge now will be to keep it in the budget.”

A Metea extension also would have to be merketed well to Milwaukeeans, who have never been
100 quick 10 use eny form of mass transit, Some education shout the advantages of riding the
Metra will be needed.

But, the discussion over the Metra Iast weck was much more productive than the contentious

debates have been over expansion of the freewny system. And, Metra would cost a lot less than
those freeways.

To go back to the one citizen's quote, bow much can be wrong with & plan that has been endorsed
by both Walker and Norquist?

Hearicgs on the Metm extension have bees scheduled for Wednesday, April 30, at Racine
Gateway Technical Coltest: (Great Lakes Room in Racine building), 901 Pershing Dr., Racine,
and Thursday, May 1, at the Cudahy City Hall Council Chambers, 5050 S. Lake Dr., Cudahy. An
open house will be beld each night from 4-6 p.m., folloved by a presentation at 6 p m. and the
open hearing at 6:30 pm.



Tooling around
Congressman uses tool

sales van to go mobile

Ryan weighs in on gasoline, war, commuter rail

By DENNIS A. SHOOK - GM Today Staif April 25, 2003
WAUKESHA -

Paul Ryan took some
time to soek it to the
opponents of U.S,

policy in Irag, bring
the hammer down on

10
i
L

aid for commuter rail
and try to wrench
some changes from
the federal
government on !
reformulatad o TSR
gasoline. I O |

U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., talked to
Maybe that is aide Paul Eiting on Thursday oulside the
because the former Snap-on Tools sales truck that
Republican Ryan has converted into a mobile office.
CONgressman was
traveling throughout -

Waukesha County in
& former Snap-On Tools sales van that he has retooled as a mobile
office.

Ryan said he converted the vehicle as a way to get around to the
many new municipalities in Waukesha County that are part of his
district since the census-driven redistricting of 2000.

But another mode of transportation has been on his mind as public '

information hearings continue throughout the region on a possible
commuter rail link that would link Milwaukee to Chicago.

"This is not high speed or light rail - it's commuter rail,” Ryan said of
the project to connect Chicago to Milwaukee using the Metra rail
system from lllincis. "We already have $7.5 million sitting in an
account waiting to be used, Now we are asking for a commitment in
an upeoming authotization bill to see this thing through.

"We don't expect to get the entire $121 million we seek but we are
just trying to get this project up and running,” he said. "It's an
economic development tool. And it's relatively affordable because
it's not now rail.*

Iragq won't be casy

Ryan said he would not truck with critics of the Bush policy in Iraq
and he said many of those ¢ritics have been reporters looking for
controversial storles,

"If you look at the majority of the Iragis in Irag, they are thankful
thay are liberated and they know we are their libarators,” he said.

Ryan said it was dangerous that ranian Shiites were sending
clerics into Iraq to try to further destabilize the country and establish
& fundamentalist Islamic state in Irag.

gmtoday & Waukesha Freeman
April 25, 2003

*But the bigger problem for the tyrannical leaders in Iran is that
millions of thelr brothers are newly liberated and about to get
democracy. That is the volatility thers,” he said. "That's a big wake
up call to the dictatorships surrounding Iraq and they don't want to
see that happen. It's going to be bumpy; it's going to be ugly."

The congressman also credited "sabre rattiing® - or threatening war
- with recent decisions by Syria to cocperate more fully with U.S.
efforts to close off the Iragi-Syrian border and track down flesing
leaders of the Iraqi leadership.

Ryan said he has no problem with GOP-supporting companies like
Bechtel and Halliburton handling so much of the rebuilding
contracts,

"We noed experienced companies who know how to fix this
infrastructure,” he said. *If we don’t get the Iragi ol infrastructure up
and running, we're going fo pay for rebuilding the infrastructure of
Iraq, as taxpayers.”

RFG plan

On ancther oil-related matter, a problem that could become aven
more sarious in the next year involves gascline but not necessarily
because of fusl shortages relaied to war.

*With the new ozone rules coming into place, we are going to - by
the year 2004 - have twice as many areas in America having to use
reformulated gas. That would lead to a tripling of the boutique
blends of gas out there, which would exacerbate this problem."

The congressman said the problem occurs every year when
Wisconsin changes from a more conventional winter blend of
gasoline, to "a very unique blend of reformulated gascline in the
summer ... & gas which is not used anywhere slse - outside this
region - in the world.”

The solution Ryan is pushing for is an amendment he had added to
the comprehensive energy legisiation passed by the U.S. House of
Representatives last week. It would limit that number to "a federally
ap%roved menu of three fuels that localities could choose from,* he
said.

*Once this policy is fully implemented, this will help combat gas
price spikes in southern Wisconsin and around the country, as
more areas use the same fuel blends,* he said. "Whils this
legislation will not consolidate boutique fuels overnight, itsetsup a
process for the EPA and the states to move toward standardization.
This is a cruclal step in fixing our gasoline supply problems and
keeping gas prices more stable over the long-term.”
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Support for expan

ing Metra

dominates public hearing

Strong support for extend-
ing Chicago’s Metra commut-
er traing from Kenosha to Ra-
cine, downtown Milwaukee
and the southern suburbs
surfaced at a public hearing
Thursday.

Of the more than 100 peo-
ple at the Milwaukee hear-
ing, all 19 speakers backed
the 3152 million plan recotmn-

mended by a Southeastern-

Wisconsin Regional Planning
Commission study commit-
tee. Several said they hoped
trains eventually could reach
the northern and western
suburbs.

“What is there not to like
about this?” asked Sandy Fo-
laron, a Milwaukee business
owner and mayoral candi-

date. “It’'s flscally responsi-
ble. It's environmentally
friendly. It serves business
and the work force alike.”
Several speakers pointedly
noted the train line would
cost much less than the $6.25
billion reconstruction and ex-
pansion of freeways recom-
mended by another planning
commission study panel.
Support was also strong at
a Wednesday hearing in Ke-
nosha, rail study panel
Chairman Fred Patrie said.

Two more hearings are
planned, at Gateway Techni-
cal College’s Racine campus
Wednesday and at Cudahy
City Hall on Thursday. Each
session will start with an

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
April 25, 2003

open house at 4 pm., fol-
lowed by a presentation at 6
and public comments at 6:30
p.m.

HOW TO CONTACT US

Comments and questions about this
section are welcome.

Write: Gerry Hinkley, deputy
managing editor, 333 W. State St
Milwaukee, Wi 53201

Call: (414) 224-2016
Fanc (414) 224-2047

E-mail:
ghinkley@journalsentinel.com

On the Weh: Visit us at
www.jsonline.com

Public onboard for rail extension

BY ERIK

BROOKS
KENOSHA NEWS

Lisa Hugging Hves in
Konosha, but works in down-
town Milwankeo. She takes a
Wisconsin Coach Lines bua to
and from work every day, and
sho hates it.

Huggins would gladly give it
up to ride Metra cach day, and
8aid as much at a public hear-
ing about the planned a2-mile
commuter raft line extension
from Kenosha to Milwaulkee.

“It’'s inevitable,” she said
afterward. “You have to do it.
Cars arc not the answer any-
more.”

Hugging was not alone at the
Gateway Technical College
hearing, where more than 50
area residents showed up to
learn more about the prelimi-
nary rail recommendation from
a 8o Wisconsin
Regional Planming Commission
committee. Nineteen people
spoke — all in favor of the pro-

ject.

It’s that kind of support that
has backers of the plan opt-
mistic that it 1a not amatter of if
trains will one day roll between
M’illev;aukee and Kenogha, but
w

“Support is growing,” said
Fred Patrie, Kenosha County’s
pubtlic works director and
chajrman of the regional plan-
ning commission’s Kenosha-
Racine-Milwaukee Corridor
Transit Study Advisory Com-

C-8

mittee, which hopes to make a
final recommendation on the
commuter rail extension this

summer.

“I think you are going to hear
that (tonight) in Milwaukee. I
think we're going to hear it
very loudly in Racine next
Wednesday, It's going to be
more emp) d in Cudshy
(May 1)."

All those cities host hearings.
They all begin with an open
house at 4 p.n. followed by a
presentation at 6 and the formal
hearing at 6:30.

Today’s hearing in Milwau-
kee is in the Harbor Lights
Ron ofthe Dowmtown Transit
Center, 509 E. Michigan Ave.
Wednesday's hearing in Racine
is in the Great Lakes Room of
the Racine Building at Gate-
way Technical College, 901 Per-
shing Drive. The May 1 hearing
in Cudahy is in the council
chambers of City Hall, 5050 S.
Lalte Drive.

Among the reasoms for
Patrie’s sumny outlook:

R Lawmakers have already
secured $7.5 million in federal
transportation funds for the
project and have asked for
another $121,7 million —
enough to almost pay for the
ling's entire start-up cost.

M "Wisconsin politicians
have shown increasing sup-
port, including Gov, Jim

KENOSHA NEWS
April 24, 2003

' 000 budget request  the Wisconsin  Alllabee of
ﬂogl&% 2005 for en%eer— Cities, which voted last month
ing money for the rail line, to endorse the $162.1 million

W Local political, business, ~ B2
and cducation Jeaders have Speaking gt th;irmemmgr o g‘lg
expressed strong support. All uck, executive th mic
i were represented  BTOUD: Jauded the econo
gt gr.m 0; ups jasy night's hearing. development boon of rail over
ag unity  support  1s simply rebuilding and widen-
bulangy Pattio. said 4 g foeways, somothing e
believe this is going to hap- considering recommending,
R “It has the same pull it had
Patri, ﬁgng a pm:mﬁ when we moved rail for the first
study intp the project, 19 time across the United States,”
trains could be running. he sald afer bis shmgfach.
three yoars, « evelopmen ce
Chip Brewer, director of gov-  around rail. 'I'llx)at dynamic still
ernment re]aﬁ%!il; for Rarcli;;e(’;_ oxists.”
§C Johnson, a big suppo Hurdles, howsver, remain,
gg 131;&8?&% f}éf, l‘gevgg exten- Fogﬁwing the three :.ﬁlgitional
y tually. public hearings final
Community support s srong,  ,nova) by the planning com-
heflatid;hm thore has beon  iSSIOR later this year, 10?;11
C ¢ X
some good education done,” E,D‘Ihe mm‘ﬁif;‘;? yf %‘;’m
standing what this is all about will be in charge of operating
and the benefits. T think they ¢, nsi likely tha
e oxtension. It is lkely that
“13%,‘;';‘* and it will be the ;tate Department of
es their ability to get to jobs. It %ﬁpﬁ?&rltwﬂlhethe
is goimg to increase economic biggest question.
vitality: It is going to increase ;
quality of life. It is going to pro- “They have 2 lot of work to
vide access to other communi-  do,” sald Kemosha Mayor John
ties. People get it.” . Antaramian, who spoke at the
et R A
W its suppo: ather a
‘commuter rail extension was that have to be addressed.



All aboard: People line up
to endorse extended train service

By DENNIS A. SHOOK
Senior Staff Writer

EENOSHA - If Milwaukes and
Chicago are not soon connected
by commuter rail, don't blame
people in Kenosha and Racine.

More than 50 people attended a
publie information mecting on
creating just such a link Wednes-
day at the Gateway Technical
College Kenosha campus and
everybody was on the same
track.

“The opportunity to go to
Mitchell (International Airport)
and downtown Milwaukee are
important to ng,” said Kenosha
Mayor John Antaramian in
remarks before the Kenosha-
Racine-Milwankee Corridor
Transit Adviscry Committee.
The committee was formed by
the Southeastern Wisconsin
Reglonal Plamming Commission
in order to evaluate the interest
in commuter rail and/or bus
sarvices.

The report prepared by the
committee recommends a medi-
um level of coramuter radl serv-
ice as the best possible alterna-
tive. That would mean seven

stations to likely destinations,

such as downtown Milwaukee,
The recomnmendation recefved

a boost with the anncuncement

that US. Reps. Paul Ryan and F
James Sensenbrenner, both Wis-
consin Republicans whose dis-
tricts take in Waukesha County,
are agking for $121,7 million in
foderal transportation funds to
extend the Mctra train system.

Another $7.5 million has
already been set aside for the 82-
mile project, estimated to cost
about £152 million,

But there is no guarantee that
the federal funds would be forth-
wﬁmg' with

ong those eapital costs,
largely dedicated to equipment
rather than track remediation,
would be annual operating costs.
That is estimated by SEWRPC to
be about $15.4 million and would
be supplemented by an estimated
$3.2 million in farcbox revenues,

Two-way approach

Most of the speakers agknowl-
edged that the service is even

Waukesha Freeman
April 24, 2003

more important to people living
north of Kenosha and Racine,
such as in Milwaukee and suturbs,

Eenosha is how the northern ter-
minus of the Metra system, which
provides train service to Chieago
at a cost typically lower than
Amtrak, From Chicago, Metra pro-
vides service to the rest of the
naticn.

“That parking lot next to our
downtown train station was
absolutely packed today,"”
Antaramisn told the committee,
“Wo already have a log up, with
service to Chicago. But we want to
be able to go to Milwaukee as

And the former state legislator
ackmowledged understanding that
people in Waukesha and Milwau-

icago,
with a stop in Racine County, Dut
Kon Yunker, SEWRPC assistant
director, said the service is inade-
quate, offering only one trip per
day between the cities. He said
there are no suburban stops in 1i-
nois or Wisconsin for large num-
iy A
may wan 8 at points
between,

“The majority of (possible) trips
in that corridor simply aren't
served by that very limited
Amtrak service,” Yunker said.

Wisconsin Alliance of Cities
Executive Director Ed Buck said
the 88-city organization is fully
behind the plen,

“Seven weekday round trips
from the Milwaukes area throngh
the Racine and Kenosha area will
revitalize the cities along the rail-
way,” Huck said. “Cormmuter rail
will tie Wisconsin more elosely to
Chicago. The great ¢ity of Chicago
is a major financial center.”

.But Kenosha Area Business
Alliance Executive Director John
ice should not come on the backs of
local property taxpayers.

“There should be no increase
the property tax or income tax,”
Bechler said in expressing the
opinion of his business group, “If
there is any local share, it should
 Bochlor also yelood a recurring

o a
theme in the public comments that

link people
getting off of trains with final des-
tinations.

Eager to ride

One former commuter, Harlan
Draeger, who rode the former
Chicago and Northwestern and
“Northshore” commuter trains
from Kenosha to Chicago “for 25

years straight” called that service
“my best friend.”

He discussed how he wonld
arrive in Chicago free of delays
and driving stress, having read ghe
morning newspaper and defyn_ig
any weather challenges placed in

his way

“When I tried to commute on the
Edens Expressway from Chicago,
the traffic was so bad once we had
to stop and turn off our cars”
Draeger said. “I just got cut of the
car, walked over to a grassy kncll,
and fell asleep for about 16 min-
utes-”

Fred London, a resident of High-
land Paxik, IIL, said people in his
state are as anxious tc connect to
Milwaukee as Wisconsin residents
are to link to Chieago, But he said
Wisconsin support wonld grow
once people realized they could
attend concerts like the Ravinia
Music Festival or attend North-
western University

Railroad advocate Lou Ruogani,
Kenosha, said the system could he
started even more cheaply as an
ineentive to help get it up and run-

“Wa conld start ount with a shel.
ter and a gravel parking lot in
some places,” he said. “We don’t
have to be so extravagant.”

Representatives from the Univer-
sity of WisconsipPaglside gpd
8.C. Johnson Ine. said such a rail
service would be a major factor in
growing universitics and compa-
nies alike.

People should not lock for the
increased service in the next year
or 8o, even: with the comraities rec-
ommendation, Yuonker said.

““This could take anywhere from
g fow years to several ywars,
depending on how quickly DOT
and the state push the implemen-
tation and whether they accent
that it should be fully funded with
state and federal funds, with lit{le
~ if any - local funds,” Yunkey

Seeking support

The process for soliciting support for
commuter rail is alraady under way, It
includes:

= three more public information moet-
ings, Including one starling at 4 p.m.
today in Milwaukas at the Downtown
Milwaukee Transit Conter, Harbor
Lights Reom, 909 E. Michigan Ave.

+ seeking recommendations of support
for the service from the municipal and
county governments In the designated
comidor.

* making a recommendation to the
state Departmont of Transportation.

* segking the required state and fedoral
funding.

Soures; Southeastorn Wisconsin Regional Plan-
ning Commission
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Hearing on light rail
slated for next week

By Mark Dudzik
STAFF WRITER

A series of public hearings will
be held on the proposed extension
of the Metra line into Racine
County.

An advisory committee farmed
by the Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commission
{(SEWRPC) has recommended that
a medium-duty light rail line be
extended from the Chicago area
into three counties in southeastern
Wisconsin, including Racine,
Kenosha and Milwaukee.

Costs associated with a light rail
line which would provide a
medium Jevel of service have been
estimated at $152 million.

Ridership alone will not cover
the expense of the rail service, ac-
cording o the findings of the advi-
sOTY committee,

As a result, that committee has
recommended that a combination
of state and federal funds be uti-
lized to help make up the differ-
ence.

The only possible local financial
contribution lo the project would

be funds for the construction and
maintenance of the light rail sta-
tions which would be needed to
serve the line.

Under the current proposal,
those stations would be located in
Somers, Racine, Caledonia, Oak
Creek, South Milwauvkee, Cudahy-
St. Francis and Milwaukee.

The first of several public hear-
ings on the proposed line took
place last night in Kenosha.

Racine County residents look-
ing to coniribute their two cents
toward the proposal will have the
opportunity to do so on Wednes-
day, April 30. Preceding the pub-
lic hearing will be an open house
from 4 to 6 p.m., followed by 2
formal presentation at 6 p.m. and a
public hearing commencing at
6:30 p.m,

Gateway Technical College,
901 Pershing Drive, has been se-
lected as the site for next week's
hearing.

More information about the rail
line can be gleaned by visiting
www.transilnow.org.

Burlington, STANDARD PRESS
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Extension
for Metra
Is on track

BY ERIK
KENOSHA NEWS

Two Wisconsin congressmen
are asking for $121.7 million in
federal transportation funds to
extend the Metra commuter rail
L!ne from Kenosha to Milwau-

ee,

If approved, the money —
combined with $7.5 million
already carmarked at the feder-
al government level for the pro-
Ject and a required loeal and
state match — could more than
pay for the planned 32-mile
extension.

Securing all the money is
unlikely. But Rep. Pau! Ryan, a
Janesville Republican, told the
Kenosha News Tuesday he was
happy to ask members of the
House Cornmittee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure for
the funds in 2 March lotter. He
anad Rep. Jerry Kleczka, a Mil-
waukee Democrat, did so at the
request of the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation,
slgnaling strengthening state
support for the plan,

“I have no expectations of
getting this amount,” said
Ryan, who met with new DOT
Secretary Frank Dusalacchi
about the project in Washing-
ton, D.C., recently. “I have no
specific expectations, only that
we advance the concept.

“We want to get this thing up
and running as quickly as possi-
ble.”

For now, the profect remains
before a Southenstern Wiscon-
sin Regional Commis-
sion committee that in Decom-
ber preliminarily approved a
plan to extend Metra through
Somers and Racine into down-
town Milwaukee,

Seven trains would run each
way during weekdays. Three
trains would ran on Saturdays
and Sundays.

The start-up cost of the pro-
ject approved by the planning
commissicn’s Transit Study
Advisory Committee is $152.1
million. Annual operating costs
would run $18.6 million, $15.4

MeE.

Metra hearings

Publie hearings regarding
the planned 32-mile Metra
axtension from Kenosha to
Mliweukee ara st for this
week. Each meeting will hegin
at 4 p,m. with an open house,
follawed by a presentation at
8 p.m. and a formal hearing st
6:30. Residents can also sub-
mit eomments in writing
bafore and after the meetings,
including on SEWRPC's Web
site at www.sewrpe.arg.

The meeting schedule;

M Konosha: Tonight, Gate-
way Technical College, Madr-
granc Auditorium, 3520 30th
Ave,

B Milwaukee: Thursday,
Downtown Transit Center, Har-
bor Lights Room, 909 E. Michk
Ean-Ave,

M Racine; April 30, Gate-
way Teehnical College, Racine
Building, Great Lakes Room,
901 Pershing Drive.

W Cudahy: May 1, Cudahy
City Hall, counell chambers,
5050 8. Lake Drive.

million minus farebox rev-
enues.

The plap will be the subject of
public hearings starting tonight
in Kenosha, where it has the
blessing of the mayor, county
executive, and County Board.
Other hearings are planned for
f:g;ine. Milwaukee and Cud-

Following those, the commit-
tee will make a final recommen-
dation on the project and send it
to the full regionsal planning
commission for its vote. With
that, work conld begin, depend-
ing on which state or local gov-
ernmental agency takes the

KENOSHA NEWS
April 23, 2003

lead on funding and operating
the extension,

The former has been a major
issue in the project, which has
been discussed for more than a
decade.

Planners have called for a
mix of federal, state and per-
haps local dollars in getting the
trains running. Ryan already
has helped secure $7.5 million
in federal transportation assis-
tance since 1999, although pre-
vious requests were for much
less than the enrrent $121,7 mil-
lion. In 2002, for example, Ryan
and other federal lawmakers
asked for $4 million in federal
trangportation money. They
received halfthat.

This time, Ryan said he
would be more than happy with
that amount.

Whatever federal funds he
secures would require a 20 per-
cent state or Jocal match, or $25.5
million if the full ameant of fod-
eral funding were approved.
However, Phil Evenson, execu-
tivedirector of the regiona] plan-
ning cormmission, said often the
required local and state match
approaches 40 o 50 percent.

“T can understand why the
congressmen would ask for the
{ull share,” he said. “I am suroc
there will be alot of requests for
earmarking that go into the
budget. What survives remains
tobe seen,”

The federal Transportation
Equity Act for the 21st Century
bill will be debated this sum-
mer and fall.

Local governmental loaders
have been opposed to paying
anything for start-up costs, but
some have not ruled out pick-
ing up some of the annual apar-
ating budget. Ryan said local
funding may have to total one-
third of the final cost.

State funding seems more
likely. Faced with a $3.2 billion
budgat deficit, Gov. Jim Doyle
still found $400,000 in the DOT
budget for the project, money
thatstill rernaing as the
ture hashes out the details of
Doyle's plan.

“It's etill In play,” Alice
Morehouse, DOT budget direc.
tor, said Tuesday.

“Our experience with these
sorts of transattions Is you agk
for a larger number and get
less,” she said. “But that s sig-
nificant, and it would be good to
fing] Sedeml funding at that

C-1



Metra riders seek extension
to Racine, but at what cost?

BY DAVID STEINKRALS
Journal Times

It's jobs that have drawn people to the
Matra station on this April moming. On
any given weekday, basod on & survey that
Motra took last fali, 261 people ride the five
traing south that leave Kenosha between

The JournalTimes
April 23, 2003

Torence P. McElwes can nse his cellular phone and read the
mostiing paper when be gets on the Metra commuter traip in
Kenosha. He lives in Mount Pleasant and works at the
University of [llinois-Chicago, which is southwest of the Loop.

power to a .

other wards, we're not going to sit

back and hope,” Beeker gaid,
Executive  William

Qualffied support

County Supervisor Rohin Vos
opposes the Metra service not

beeause of what if is but because




KRM commuter rail is a must for many reasons

BY ROGER CARON
The Kenosha-Racine-

Milwaukee (KRM) commuter
railextensionlsararegnd

help
it atirocs the Lty T
aura young
ta.lemtl‘a{atlsomewmmm
future. talent prefers
mmm%tmrmm
transpartaﬁonforeo

existing employers with good

aecesstolaborsothattheycan

stay in Racine.
_Three of Wisconsin's

eomeetedtoomofournaﬁons
Dremier cities-Chicago. The

COMMENTARY

educdfional, cultural and
economi¢ opportunities that are
aligned along the Milwaukeo-
Racine-Chicago route are
enviable, to say the least.

our full range of economie
opportunity. This fs not just true
for the cities with planned stops
on the train route. When cities
are strong, suburbs benefit. The
entire corridor will become

The JournalTimes
April 20, 2003

tion or do not have a
license to drive would have
access to a regional job market
thatiscmemlyunavaﬂableto
train station is planned is one of
many areas that will certainly
benefit from improved access to
jobs and eduecation as well as
the economic benefits that the

Commission. Join the dialog
abont commuter rail. It is not
lilnelythatwewillseearare

publie
hearing for KRM Commuter
Rail Metra Extension is on April
30 at Gateway Technical College,
Great Lakes Room, 901 Perghing
Drive {park and enter on the
lake side). Open house is from ¢

P.O. Box 1807, Waukesha,WI
53187-1607.

For more infarmation, please
£0 to www.wiseride.com

Roger Caron is president of the
Racine Arca Manufacturers and’
Gommere. .
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by Rob Kennedy

Shepherd Express

April 17, 2003

hile southeastern Wisconsin wrangles noisily over the

future shape of its freeway system, another way of trav-

eling over much the same territory, commauter rail, has so

far stirred up little opposition or controversy. Realtors, -
environmentalists, business groups, the NAACE, mayors, county exect-
tives, you name them, have all endotsed it. -

Scheduled for hearings later this month, the Kenosha-Racine-Milwau-
kee Corridor Study’s preliminary recommendation is to build a “medi-
um level of service” rail alternative that would essentially extend Chica-
£0 Metra to Milwaukee with three to four trains each way during morn-
ing and evening rush howrs and with one train at mid-day. Eventually,
more service would be provided between rush hours and in the
evenings. Unlike current Amtrak service, commuter rail from Chica
and Kenosha to Milwaukee would make more stops and run ngﬁ
through the heart of many southeastern Wisconsin urban centers. The
proposal includes shuttle buses to Mitchell Airport as well as between

Continued on page 15
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Antrak and downtown Milwaulee.
How much will commuter rail cost?
The price tag for building the proposed
service is $152.1 million. Not that high,
perhaps, when seen in the context of a
$6.2 billion bill for rebuilding the
regions freeways, but high enough
when stacked up against the $19.4 mil-
lion cost of a bus alternative. Why then,
would the corridor study’s Advisory
Committee recommend rail? According
to Ken Yunker, assistant director for the
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Plan-
ning Commission (SEWRPC), the
answer is simple: “land and economic
development, something the bus alter-
native could not provide.” The develop-
ment case for rail is ially com-
ing in Racine, now suffering from a
10.1% unemployment rate. The hope is
that commuter rail will bring Racine
and other struggling urban areas into
the larger economic orbits of Chicago
and Milwaukee.

Staying Competitive

For Racine’s premicr business, 5.C.
Johnson, commuter rail is a key part of
staying “competitive.” Brian Anderson,
the firm’s link to nearby communities,
is convinced that rail would help its
world headquarters “attract and keep a
talented and  diverse  workforce,”
including management positions. At
the present time, Johmson employs
about 3,000 people in Racine with about
2,000 more employed nearby at other
Johnson fadilities, Anderson notes that

WWW.SHEPHERD-EXPRESS.COM

the city would use its own kocal transit
service to connect a multimodal down-
town rail station to important locations,
including Johnson company facilities.
Just as important fo S.C. Johnson is
helping Racine with ifs own communi-
ty and economic development goals.
Anderson notes that many of Racine's
unemployed live close to a proposed
rail station. He also speaks glowingly of
the impetus that Metra’s Kenosha sta-
tion has given to a new downtown trol-
ley and the new residential and busi-
ness development in Harbor Park on
the trolley line.

Just as excited about the economic
development potential of commuter rail
is the Metropolitan Milwaukee Associa-
tion of Commerce (MMAC). Associa-
tion spokesperson Peter
observes that the project could mean
more business for Milwaukee’s Super
Stecl Corporation. Super Steel already
has a contract to build 300 new Metra
coaches over the next three years and
Beitzgl would love to see more trajns
added to the company’s job order. More
importantly, he says, “Hundreds of
thousands of jobs and the densest pop-
ulation centers in the area are all gath-
ered in this rail corridor.” To Beitzel, the
existence of an underutilized track con-
necting southeastern Wisconsin's major
cities 15 an “opportunity too good to
miss.” In fact, the corridor study proj-
ects an increase of 147,500 jobs within
walking distance of the rail stations.

All of this sounds mighty good to

Beitzel.

Tom Hall, an attorney who works in
downtown Milwaokee and lives just
north of Racine in Wind Point. His daily
commwute takes him up Highway 32 and
lasts about 45 minutes. In a snowstorm,
he says, that trip can turn “miserable.”
According to SEWRPC, Hall's daily ride
to work on a train would take 42 min-
utes, snowstorm or not. “Right now,”
Hall says, “I'm wasting almost two
hours just driving. With commuter rail I

Racine as their home because it is mid-
way between Chicago and Milwaukee.
Notably, the bus alternative does not go
directly to Chicago and would force tﬁe
Halls to transfer to Metra at the
Kenosha station. Milwaukee developer,
Gary Grunau, meanwhile, sees it the
other way around—more tourists com-
ing from Illinois to downtown Milwau-
kee. He notes that about 25% of the peo-
ple visiting the city’s Discovery World

could catch up on

Museum are

Wm-l: or even take a WE NEED TO START Ilinois. A prominent
o Cmalle oy THINKING MORE LIKE A Gpkorer of e
trip would turn inte  REGIONAL ECONOMY AND trie tram proposed

an hour with the bus
alternative. And,

INVEST IN THINGS THAT

for downtown Mil-
waukee, Grunau

bus tide from the sw— WILL CONNECT OUR LOCAL envisions  tourists
tion at Cudahy/St. ECONDOMIES TOGETHER AND usmgct‘:arfnuter rail
ot Am

Prancis to Kenosha

and then

would take even ATTRACT THE NEXT riding the Connec-
longer: 71 gmutes GENERATION OF YOUNGER, t(ifl tc attractions llln
versus min- other parts of the
e Y s HIGHTALENT WORKERS, 35" P

fact, since buses are A faster and easier
stuck in the same traffic as cars and  connection up and down the cotridor
trucks, a bus trip generally takes more  from Milwaukee to Chicago is also the

time in the case of inclement weather,
an accident, or just because every year
there’s more roadway congestion.

Encouraging Tourism
For Hall’s wife, commuter rail means
more fun. She looks forward to more
trips to Milwaukee to visit him and to
short stays in Chicago, one of her
favorite cities. In fact, the couple chose

main reason Rosemary Potter supports
commuter rail. Potter is the director of
Transit Now. “We need to start thinking
more like a regional econcmy,” she says
“and invest in things that will connect
our local eeonomies together and attract
the next generation of younger, high-
talent workers.” Commuter ras.l, she
believes, “can be the new link in that
economy.” Noting local concerns over a

Continued on page 16
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regional brain drain, she cites Next
Generation Consulting and Rebecca
Ryan whose work with Gen-Xers sup-
ports her chservation that younger pro-
fessionals are attracted by the amenities
offered by cities. Potter alsc notes that
Metra stations typically boost property
values by 6 to 7% and that Kenosha saw
its Harbor Park revenues jump from

commodious new coaches. Increased
service during mid-day and in the
evening along with transit-oriented res-
idential and business development
around the stations is expected to drive
ridership even hi

Along with outlets for laptop com-
puters, each of the proposed eigﬁt com-
muter rail cars will be equipped with

zero to  $600,000
almost overnight,
an amount that is

INDEED, ENDORSEMENTS

wheelchair lifts, and
Diama Sullivan, a dis-

eyt eble FOR RAIL RUN FROM ONE 351, bt specal

when arca plans are

fulfilled.
Milwaukee's

NAACP is support-

SIDE OF THE POLITICAL
AISLE TO THE OTHER, FROM :lv‘ﬁt COI;I;&':;: rflﬂ
REPUBLICAN MILWAUKEE  pgost mobmt;mfo);

ist with Indepen-
dence First, predicts

ing commuter rail COUNTY EXECUTIVE SCOTT persons with disabili-

aver buses in part yan) KER TO DEMOCRATIC
MAYOR JOHN NORGQUIST,

because time and
the quality of travel

ties. She notes that
this is particularly
“important for inter-

matters a lot to
minority workers who are often transit-
dependent. Jerry Hamilton, president of
Milwaukee's NAACE notes that minor-
ity workers spend a disproportionate
amount of their time traveling on buses.
She observes that too many working
African Americans in southeastern Wis-
consin get to work “tired and lethargie
after long bus rides that often start early
in the morning before daycare centers
open.” In fact, minorities are in an espe-
cially good position to utilize rail.
Accord.l.n" g to SEWRPC, 35% of those
living within a half mile of the proposed
rail stations are minorities and over 16%
of those live below the poverty line, By
significantly expanding the area they
can access by bransit, commuter rail
would make tens of thousands of new
jobs available to them for the first time.

Walk to Work

Itis the land development impact that
most excites the Sierra Club’s Rosemary
Weynes. She points to a recently
released national poll indicating that
55% of Americans would choose to
walk more if given the choice. Accord-
ing to Weynes, commuter rail would
stimulate investment in more walkable
ngighborhoods and employment cen-
ters around rail stations. She cites poll
results, moreover, showing that 66% of
the US. population supports transit
improvements as the best answer to
traffic congestion. “People want a
choice,” she notes, “and commuter rail
would start to give it to them.”

Poll results indicate even more sup-
port for transit, including commuter
rail, here in southeastern Wisconsin, A
poll conducted for the Greater Milwau-
kee. Association of Realtors discovered
that 71% of Milwaukee County’s resi-
dents want local officials to encourage
commuter rail service, Perhaps most
surprising, although 89% of African
Americans who tend to be more transit-
d dent si rail, it is not a liber-
aleipism:ue. Sixt';p i@m t of local Republi-
cans support ject, including 51%
of those deseribing ves as “very
conservative.” Indeed, endorsements
for rail run from one side of the political
aisle to the other, from Republican Mil-
waukee County Exccutive Scott Walker
to Democratic Mayor John Norquist.

At the initial, mainly rush-hour serv-
ice level proposed, commuter rail
would carry 4,100 riders per day. The
MMAC"s Beitzel expects this to increase
steadily as word spreads about the

city trips since most
long-range buses still don’t have wheel-
chair lifts” and lift-equipped vans typi-
cally cost $50,000 or more. Nor can
Amtrak fill this gap. It's more expensive
and stops in only a few of southeastern
Wisconsin's urban centers,

How much difference would this
make for I-94 traffic? About 60% of
commuter rail’s riders are expected to
come from the ranks of today’s
motorists, “The reduction in traffic is
not insignificant,” according to SEWR-
PC’s Ken Yunker. During the morning
rush hour, traffic in the primary com-
muting direction would drop 4% in Mil-
waukee County, 9% in Racine, and 12%
in Kenosha. An additional benefit
would come when the state starts
reconstructing the highway betwcen
Milwaukee and the Illinocis border,
between 2008 and 2020. Commuter rail
could provide a reliable, congestion-
proof travel option for many com-
muters and other travelers when traffic
lanes are closed on the interstate.

WWW.SHEPNERD-EXPRESS.COM
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Safety is an aspect of commuter rail
that impresses Transit Now's Kerry
Thomas. Although accidents occasion-
ally kill motorists and pedestrians
caught on the tracks, especially sui-
cides, commuter rail operations typical-
ly experience no passenger deaths in a
given year. On the other hand, Thomas
says, "dnv[lrnuikxlls almost 13 people for
every 100 million passenger miles trav-
eled.” If commuter rail provides 30 mil-
lion passenger miles of service per year
as expected, it could save almost 40
lives over a period of 10 years.

Counting the Cost

Despite all of the endorsements and
compelling reasons for commuter rail,
what’s the hitch?

Finding the $152.1 million to pay for
something like commuter rail, of
course, is never simple. And, operating
costs would run about $18.2 million a
year. If this were a highway, it could.
simply be “enumerated” by the state
Legislature as one of the half dozen or
80 projects the state typically authorizes
dvery two years. But it is not. Bven so,
the corridor study’s Advisory Commit-
tee has a plan that it thinks would work
and keep local costs low. First, regi
officials hope to get 50% of the needed
capital funding from the federal “New
Start” program. Ancther 30% would
come from other federal funds desig-
nated for congestion mitigation, air
quality improvement and multimodal
purposes. That leaves 20%, or $30.4 mil-
lion, which local officials hope would
come from the state,

Part of the reasoning behind aski
the state to pay the non-federal share of
the commuter rail project is that, like a
state frunk or interstate highway, its
function is not local. Rather, it would
provide transportation between cities
and to another state. For that reason, the
Advisory Committee also suggests that
the rail service be managed primarily
by the state, which has valuable experi-
ence contracting with Amtrak for its
Hiawatha service. Moreover, comy
to the $240 million outlay the state
makes for its major

be split evenly between the state and a
local multi-governmental entity.

On the operating side of the ledger,
fares would cover more of the armual
cost of running commuter rail than the
bus alternative and bring annual net
costs down to $15.4 million. And, if the
cost of the service within northern Ili-
nois were to be allocated to Metra, Wis-
consin’s share would drop further.
About a third of the overall cost would
be covered with federal funds: Depend-
ing on whether or not the state or the

local governments

highway  projects
m each year,
million for com-
muter rail spread
over several years
does not seem exor-

PART OF THE REASDNING
BEHIND ASKING THE STATE
TO PAY THE NON-FEDERAL
SHARE OF THE COMMUTER the state’s regular

manage the opera-
tion, all or most of
the rest of the cost
would then presum-

ably be eligible for

bitant. transit assistance. In
"On the other hand, RAIL PROJECT IS THAT, LIKE S0 semstance- &
as Govemnor Doyle A STATE TRUNK OR manage the opera-
hos hammered home - INTERSTATE HIGHWAY, TS tior, " the _stucy
is Tacimgnpaces. FUNCTION IS NOT LOCAL,  eRort  shows, the
dented deficits, share, about $2 mil-

which effeet everything. Although
transportation programs have their
own “segregated” funds primarily from
gas taxes, the governor has proposed
using $500 million of the transportation
fund for general purposes making the
prospects for new highway projects
dirn. Moreover, the state does not yet
have the funding it needs to rebuild the
Marquette Interchange and the rest of
the 194 system. If the state does balk at
covering the non-federal share for com-
muter rail—or perhaps does not want to
manage it—the $30 million cost might

lion, could be split among participating
local governments.

Gotting Started?

Will it happen? So far Governor
Doyle’s budget includes $400,000 for
preliminary engineering or half of the
non-federal share. Despite Republican
and Democratic support in the Legisla-
ture, it’s too early to say that the item
will survive budgetary knives and,
e , another $400,000 still needs
to be found. Beyond that, planners hope
that the state emerges from its budget

crisis by 2006 when the project is sched-
uled for construction.

Aside from getting the Legislature
and the govemor&tgl%ay the relatively
small bill for preliminary engineering,
state and local congressional leaders
need to get a federal earmark for the $76
million needed from the New Start pro-
gram to constroct the project. Luckily,
the six-year federal transportation act,
TEA-21, is up for reauithorization this
year and probably into the next. Look-
ing a bit like a “Christmas tree” by the
time it reaches the president’s desk, this
bill" is traditionally festooned with
many local omaments,

Thus it appears that Wisconsin
has reached a watershed moment in
its transportation istory. Assuming.
that hearings go well later this
month, three rail transit proposals
will have survived the rigorous fed-
eral “alternatives analysis” and
loeal public approval process to
stand ready for funding. Along with
southeastern Wisconsin’s commuter
rail project, Milwaukee is réady to
build its “new-tech” Connector and
Dane County and Madison are
ready to go with a combination bus
and rail transit system. Luck, poli-
tics, timing and the ability of local
and congressional leaders to push
their favorite project to the front of
the line will determine which proj-
ect or projects win. Commuter rail
in southeastern Wisconsin, many
are now betting, might just have
what it takes to make it to the
finish line. @
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Rail would be bargain compared to highway costs

BY NANCY DUERSTEN

mmpsinbetween,willgive
us a safer and less expensive
alternative to the freeway.
Interstate 94 already glutted by
huge trucks and traffic will get
expensively‘worsebyaddmg
mgore lanes in a self-defeating
attempt to conquer time with
pavement.

Freeways are already the
highest cost component of the
transportation system and there
is no end in sight.

Commuter rail is a bargain
compared to highways. Consider
that the 33 mile KRM
connection between Kenosha
and Milwaukee will cost $152
million (80 percent of that to be
paid with federal funds).
Compare this to the Hoan
Bridge extension in Milwaukee
at $160 million for just three
miles of roadway. 1t will cost
ahout$1bi]_]iontorehui_hjtbe
Marquette interchange in
Milwaukee, and about $6.5
billion to reconstruct the area’s
127 mile freeway system. The
Legislature is already talking
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pay for it. Commuter rail will

passengers each year; therehy

reducing traffic on Interstate 94
by 12 percent during rush hours,
Think what a 33 mile highway to
carry 1.1 million people a year

would cost. Wldeninghlg_hways

and adding lanes always

KRM has countless
advantages for Racine County. It
would produce economic
activity, mobility for workers,
shoppers, tourists-create a
convenient and inexpensive
vehicle for the disabled, the
young and the old, people
without driver's licenses and
those who don't attempt to drive
on the freeways. 20 percent of
the population does not drive at
all. Rail takes us through snow

The JournalTimes
April 11, 2003

storms, fog and rain, It offers a
respite while going to work
where one can relax, read the
paper, work on a laptop instead
of coping with heavy traffic. It
will conveniently connect people
to the Milwaukee airport.

infrastructure to support the
sprawl,

With the highway accident toll
in Wisconsin reaching alarming
rates and the aging of our
population, the safety the rail
provides is another advantage A
large spike in oil prices in the
future could leave Racine more
isolated than we already are,
Commuter rail would help
contain air pollution in our area
already rated at non-attalnment
Jevels for air quality and we all
can hreath healthier. And last
but not least, we'll be i
our national interest by helping
lessen America’s dependence on
oil from the Middle East.

For the public good there is
every reason to move forward
on commuter rail,

Nancy Duersten is a retired free-
lance artist and lives in Racing.
She is active in several community
organizations.




Commuter rail service needs to gonorth, too

KENOSHA NEWS
April 2, 2003

When we consider what southeastern Wisconsin will be
like in 10 years, one of the items that seems likely to make
a big difference is the development of commuter rail ser-
vice from Kenosha to Milwaukee. Rail service north of
Kenosha could have a sigrificant economic benefit. Fail-
ure to develop that type of service would be a hindrance to
developing new types of industries and high:paying jobs.

For several years, extending the Metra commuter rail
service from Kenosha to Racine to Milwaukee has heen
under study by the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Plan-
ning Commission. In 1998, SEWRPC concluded that the ser-
vice would be both financially and technically feasible. The
plans have moved forward since then, and in December an
advisory committee voted to bring a plan to the public at a
series of hearings. The plan under discussion is for com-
muter trains to use existing freight rail lines and to stop in
Someks, Racine, Caledonia, Oak Creek, South Milwaukee,
Cudahy-8t. Francis (near Mitchell Field) and Milwaukee.

The public hearings begin this month, and the first of
them will be in Kenosha on Wednesday, April 23, at the
Madrigrano Room at Gateway Technical College. Other
hearings will be héld in Milwaukee, Racine and Cudahy.
Each hearing will begin at 6:30 p.m. and be preceded by an
open hotise from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. and a presentation at 6 p.m.,

Of course the plan is expensive. The projected cost to
develop the service is $152 million. It is expected to cost
another $10.4 million a year to operate.

It is interesting to note that at the same time the rail ser-
vice is under study, a major expansion of the interstate high-
way system is also under consideration. The Freeway Recon-
struction Study Advisory Committee will vote todayon a
plan to upgrade and add lanes to 127 miles of the interstate
system, including the 12 miles of I-34 through Kenosha Coun-
ty. The cost of that plan is expected to be more than $6 billion.

With that as a comparison, the rail service doesn’t seem
so expensive. However, the two items aren’t mutually
exclusive. The region needs both an efficient interstate
highway system and an efficient commuter rail system
going both north and south from Kenosha,

The benefits of the rail system to businesses and to
workers could be immense. It will open up new opportuni-
ties for workers and new labor pools for employers. There
are environmental and other benefits as well.

One of Kenosha’s great advantages is its location between
Chicago and Milwaukee, Extending commuter rail service
north of Kenosha would enhance that advantage. Failure to
develop the rail service would detract significantly from the
advantage of the location. It doesn't do much good to be
close to two cities if it’s not easy to travel between them,

Development of Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee commuter
rail service will help all the communities between
Kenosha and Milwaukee, but it will be of particular signif-
icance for Kenosha. This city wouldn’t be at the end of the
line any longer. It would be in the middle of a much bigger
network, with easier-than-ever airport connections. It
would be good for Kenosha’s economy, and it would be
good for Kenosha's quality of life.
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Metra makeover receives boost

KENOSHA NEWS
March 29, 2003

KENOSHA NEWS STAFF

Kenosha'’s Metra makeover is
coming, and because of it Carol
Schaufel can better see her
beloved Cubs.

Metra, the Illinois commuter
rail line that stops in Kenosha,
has agreed to provide 20 percent
of the funding for nearly $1.5
million in handicapped accessi-
bility and other upgrades to its
aging Kenosha platform, a city
official said. The city, through
funds it procured over the last
decade from the state and feder-
al governments, will provide
the rest.

For Schaufel, the improve-
ments will mean accessibility to
a station that has been up until
now impassable. Taking a train
to Wrigley Ficld — with a trans-
fer to the subway’s Red Line —
will be.a possibility.

“That would be exeiting”
said Schaufel, who uses a
motorized wheelchair as a
result of muscular dystrophy. “I
love Cubs games, and to find a
driver and all that kind of stuff
is sometimes difficult. It would
be alot less hassle.”

The improvements will also
help disabled workers get to
jobs in northern Ilinois,
aceording to Schaufel, who
should know: She is a réhabili-
tation eounselor for the state's
Division of Vocational Rehabili-
tation in Kenosha.

“If there was more accessibil
ity I would probably use it,”
Schaufel said. “I do use the bus
system and the trolley.”

The Metra platform plan
Includes upgrades designed to
bring the station in line with
Americans with Disabilities Act

Commuter rail line to fund
20% of Kenosha project

standards, a project first dis-
cussed a decade ago following a
1993 study into the lack of sta-
tion accessibility.

They include;

B Reconstructing the second-
gtory platform.

B Replacing the platform
canopy.

W Adding an elevator to the
south side of the platform.

B Rehabilitating the south
stairwell and pedestrian tunnel.

B Improving lighting and
other site upgrades, including
installing a textured tile to aid
blind users.

Elevator installation is key,
officials said. As it stands, the
only access to the second-story
boarding area is up a flight of
stairs. Plus, the crossing
between the cement platform
and the train is not seamless.

“This is part of standard ADA
compliance,” Metra spokes-
woman Audrey Renteria said.

Renteria stressed that the
agreement calls for the com-
muter rail line to pay for all of
the project’s “professional ser-
vices” like engineering, project
management and inspections
1up to 20 percent of the total pro-
Jject cost. City development spe-
cialist Zohrab Khaligian said
Meira’'s agreement with the city
guarantees it will pay the full 20
percent.

The project will cost
'$1,464,660. The city's share is
31,171,728. Metra’s share is
$292,932.

In early February, city offi-
cials had criticized Metra for

KENOSHA NEWS FLE PHOTC

the money, three years after the
city and commuter rail line first
formally agreed to make
improvements to the station.
“W?'re hoping stiziig is the last

The City Council’s Finance
Committee will review the
Motra agreement at its meeting
next Wednesday. It would then
g0 before the full council April 7.

The proposal is an amend-
ment to the 2000 agreement
between the two parties that
now includes money for the cle-
vator — not included in the orig-
inal deal — and eliminates con-
struction of an overflow parking
lot, The measure also mandates
that the city will try its best to
keep the project within budget.

Construction likely will not
start until nex winter a the
carliest, as Metra has said it
will take six to eight months to
complete final design work for
the improvements.

The project does not include
work on the station itself.
Improvements to it could come
down the road.

Khaligian said the station’s
boarding and access areas could
use some sprucing up. The
potential expansion of Metra to
Milwaukee — a Ilong-talked-
about proposal that currently
sits before the Southeastern
Wisconsin Regional Planning
Commission — only increases
the need for improvements to
the platform.

“It's not a. problem where
something is going to fall over,”
Khaligian said. “It's just not
well-maintained.”

-

A Metra passenger walks up stales at the Kenosha statlon.



4 hearings set on Metra rail line extension

By LARRY SARDLER
Isandlor@foumalsantinel.com

Four publie hearings have
been set for late April and
early May on a proposal to.ox-
tond Chicago's Metia commut-
ar trains from Kemosha to Ra-
eitie apd duvintbwm Milwau-
kee, with stobs throughout the
South 8hare suburbs.

A Southotstern  Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commis-
swon study toypmittee has reo-
pmmended the rail line, which
would eost 3152 million to
start.

Stops would inglude Cndahy,
South Milwaukee, Oak Creel,
the Town-of Caledonia and the

Town of Somers, with shuttle
buseés linking the Cudahy sta-
tion {0 Mitchell International
Airpart

Trains would run seven
round trips each weekday and
three round trips on Satur-
days, Sundays and holidays.
Planners estimate the trains
would carry 1.1 million riders
a year by 2020.

The study panel is recom-
mending that the state Depart-
ment. of Transportation over-
see the train lipe and that
state and feferal money be
used to cover both congtruc-
tion costs and the $15.4 million
in annual operating costs not
covered by fares.

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Hearings are set for April 23
at Gateway Technical College’s
Kenosha campus, 3520 30th
Ave,; April 24 at Milwaukee's
Downtown Transit Center, 909
E, Michigan St.; April 30 at
Gateway’s Racine campus, 901
Pershing Drive; and May 1 at
]C)tll:}iiahy City Hall, 5050 S. Lake

ve.

Each sessiton will eonsist of
an opep-house gquestion-and-
answer session from 4 to 6
pan., a formal presentation at
6 p.m. and public testimony at
6:30 p.m.

After the hearings, the study
panel will send its recommen-
dations to elected state and lo-
cal officials for action.

March 26, 2003

Progress of Metra extension crawls along

KENOSHA NEWS

February 28, 2003

There is no schedulefor this  hoards and city councils will move forward,” he said,
train. Rather, progressinthe  likely fight any such contribu- For now, 2400,000— the That Doyle did with the
long-talked about Metra exten-  tion all the way. Budgets are amount of money Doyle includ-  $400,000. In fact, that he includ-
sion to Milwaulee is measured  already tightall over, andtaxes  ed for the project’s preliminary  ed any money in his budget
in baby steps. are high. engineering in his recent bud- ) amid the state’s mas-
Socongider Gov. JimDoyle’s  Doyle's thoughts? It's too getproposal —willhavetodo.  sive budget deficit perhaps
recent comments regardingthe  early in the process to talk It may also buy the governor  indicated a willingness to have
project a crawl, about it. some time as another related the DOT oversee the project.
Doyle addressed the issue in “It’s a very important pro- battle roils. While of less con- The key word there, howev-
arecent interview with the jeét,” he satd. “Tt's a very troversy than the funding er, is “perhaps.” Indeed, noth-
Eenosha News. Hewasasked  important part of the overall issue, the questionof whowill ing is certain on this train
about two key issues surround-  transportation picture. I'sone  taketheleadintheprojectisa  route.
ing the commuter rail exten- of these issues where there vital ane.
sion: Who will pay for it, and isn't any money to make any The Southeastern Wisconsin
who will run the show? gignificant capital investment ~ Regional Planning Commis-
The former, given the $152 init now — and I think every- sion has recommended that the
million in start-up costs just to body undetstands that — but to Wisconsin Department of
getafull complementof trains  just eut it all off, cut the plan- Transportation implement the
rolling north, will almostcer-  pingoff, cut the development of  project. .
tainly become a political Tt off, would put us back years Doyle would not commit o
firestorm. It seems local money  and years. Hopefully we find that last week. At least not yot.
—dollars not from the stateor ~ ourselves in 2 position in a few “It's alittle foo early to say
federal governments — will yearswhereweareinabetter  whether the state can be the
have to be involved, but county  financial situationandwecan  big, lead player in this or not,”
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Budgets keeping railway passengers on track

Still on agenda: Airport
station, Amtrak funding

By LARRY SANDLER
Isandler@[ournalssntinel.com

Despite all the state and
federal budget cuts, officials
have found enough money to
keep Wisconsin passenger
trains running, build a new
Amtrak station at Mitchell
International Airport and
plan future commuter rail
service.

Still, obstacles remain
ahead on the tracks, hoth for
Amtrak and for proposed
commuter rail lines in south-
eastern Wisconsin and Dane
County.

Under the 200305 stafe
budget announced last week
by Gov. Jim Doyle and the
federal appropriations bill ap-
proved by Congress on Feb,
13:

Airport depot: The state will
build a long-discussed station
at the airport for Amtrak’s
Milwaukee-to-Chicago Hiawa-
tha line. By adding that sta-
tion to the current stops in
downtown Milwaukee, down-
town Chicago, Sturtevant and
Glenview, Ill., state officials
hope to draw more Illinois
passengers to Mitchell.

Sen. Herb Kohl (D-Wis.) an-
nounced that he had helped
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obtain $4 million in federal
funding for the airport sta-
tion, on top of the $2.5 million
previously appropriated.
State officials expect the sta-
tion to opeh in 2007, said

Randy Romanski, cexecutive’

assistant to state Transporta-
t%n_n Secretary Frank Busalac-
chi.

Last year, the Hiawatha
boosted service from six to
seven round trips daily, part-
Iy in anticipation of the new
stop.

fimtrak lines: Both of Wis-
consin’s Amtrak lines, the Hi-
awatha and the long-distance
Empire Builder, appear to be
safe for the immediate future,
as does Amtrak itsclf.

Congress appropriated
$1.05 billion for Amirak in
the fiscal year ending Sept.
30, less than the $1.2 billion
that railroad managers
sought but enough to keep the
national passenger railroad
ogieé'ating, Amtrak officials
said.

Doyle’s budget, meanwhile,
recommends boosting the
state’s share of Hiawatha
costs from $3.2 million in the
fiscal year ending June 30 to

$4.3 million in the 2003-'04 fis--

cal year and $4.9 million in
2004-'05. President Dush is
pushing states to pay more
for medium-range train
routes.

The federal appropriations
bill places new spending re-
strictions on long-range
trains, which don’t get any
state money. However, Am-
trak and the National Associ-
ation of Railroad Passengers
say they don't expect those
vestrictions to kill any routes.

In any event, the Empire
Builder, which stops in Mil-
wankee and other Wisconsin
cities on its daily trip from
Chicago to the Pacific North-
west, is not among the long-

{distance routes whose finan-

cial viability has been most
criticized by the White House.

Even as the federal budget
struggle was resolved for this
year, however, another battle
started shaping up for the fis-
cal year starting Oct. 1, with
Amtrak seeking $1.8 billion,
or double the $900 million
recommended by Bush. And
Doyle’s budget remains to be
approved by the Legislature.

Commiter rali: Doyle rec-
ommended spending $400,000
in 2004’05 to help extend Chi-
cago’s Metra commuter trains
from Kenosha to Racine and
downtown Milwankee, with
stops throughout the south-
eastern suburbs.

A Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commis-
sion study committee has rec-
ommended the service, which

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

February 25, 2003

would cost $152 million to es-
tablish. Public hearings are
planned for spring, before
elected officials decide wheth-
er to move forward,

The state money would be
used to match previous feder-
al appropriations to start en-
gineering and designing the
line, Romanski said.

And although the state bud-
get doesn't recommend any
money for Dane County com-
muter rail, Busalacchi plans
to lobby Wisconsin's congres-
sional delegation to obtain
money for that project, Ro-
manski said.

The Madison Common
Council and the Dane County
Board have voted to start pre-
liminary engineering on a
$188 million commuter rail
line from Middleton to Madi-
son’s East Towne Mall,
backed by a $53 million coun-
tywide express bus network.

But both the Madison and
Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee
commuter rail lines have a
long way to go hefore they
win final approval.

And three prorail mayors
— Madison Mayor Sue Bau-
man, Racine Mayor Jim
Smith and Qak Creek Mayor
Dale Richards — were defeat-
ed in primaries last week, al-
though rail service did not
appear to be a major issue in
any of the campaigns.
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In the scheme of things,
$400,000 for a $152 million pro-
jectisn't much. But for the
planned Metra extension to
Milwaukee, the money
pledged for the cotnmuter rail
Tine by Gov. Jim Doyle could
be a big step.

“Absolutely, it’s a positive,”
said Fred Patrie, Kenosha
County’s public works direc-
tor who is chairing the South-
eastern Wisconsin Regional

Commission com-
mittee studying the plan. “You
can't use fiscal difficultics as
an excluse for not evaluating
long-térm investments.”

Money for engineering

If approved by the Legisla-
ture, the $400,000 will make up
at least part of the project’s $4
million tc $6 million prelimi-
nary engineering cost, the
next step in the much-dis-
msed 32-mile commuter rail

Already, $7 million in‘feder-
al funding has been ear-
marked for the design work,
but the money is essentially
worthless without a required
20 pereent match on the local
or state level. The state money
wonld comprise at best 10 per-
cent of the engineering total,
leaving future state money or
local money to make up the
difference.

Some local leaders have left
the door open for funding, but
only for operating the 32-mile
rall extension, not designing
or building it. That could
leave future state eax_'marks as

is going to be a multi-year pro-
ject anyway,” Patrie said.
Transportation cuts

At least the Metra project
gotmoney in Doyle’s bienni-

i budgat proposal, as the gov-
“1oor presented his share of

sportaiion cuts Tuesday
.« nerl 1o help fix the state's
o2 llion budget deficit. |

uropnsul ealled for an 8.9,

-t ¢ut in transporiation
Vee o tor fiscal year 2004,
wihiuing Lhe elimination of
141.5 full time equivalent jobs in
the nesg vevir,

Duyl- wlso shifted $500 mil-
lion ju iamspurtation funds to
pin Jer sseal governments and
schnee., Be plane (o lielp make
up ftn - realloention through
maore teading for road projects.
Sumsn ~eialitors, hewever, are
conea nedd the funding shifl will
stow  nehwiy work. Exactly
whad nojecs, will be affected
ace wlegwn,

LoaE Tgmvmy projests

Several state highway pro-
jeels wre on the drawing board
in Kenosha County, including
vae reliuilding of Highway 22

Armeed S i Highway
50-Interstate 94 interchange and
two stretches of Highway 63 in
western Kenosha County, High-
way 142 is also scheduled for
resurfacing.

The Highway 32 project is
slated for 2005 and 2006. The
Highway 50 work is scheduled
for 2008, while work on High-
way 03, done in stretches,
should run from 2004 to 2008.

“We may very well have a
project or two delayed,” Rep.
Jim Kreuser, D-Kenosha, said
Wednesday. “Idon’t think we're
talking about not paving or
maintaining the roads. We're
talking about ratcheting it
down for a couple of years to
take care of our fiscal house.”

The Transportation Develop-
ment Association, an interest
group, said the $500 million eut
would “devastate Wisconsin’s
highway program” by setting a
lower baseline for future
Department of Transportation
budgets.

“His proposal will eliminate
and delay necessary projects

pledge may bebigstep

KENOSHA NEWS
February 20, 2003

and pit the southeast freeway
reconstruction against -other
projects in the state,” said Bob
Cook, executive director of the
TDA.

Doyle did find $244 million in
his budget proposal to renovate
downtown Milwaukee's Mar-
quette Interchange, the aging
meeting point of Interstates 94,
43 and 794. The project would be
completed in 2008, a year later
than previously projected,
under Doyle's plan, Estimates
have put the cost of the project
at $340 million,

Some county funds intact

Of more importance locally,
the governor pledged to keep
2008 funding in place and
inerease funding by 2.5 percent
in both 2004 and 2005 for general
transportation aids and the
state’s local road improvement
program.

Both are a major source of
funds for Kenosha County's
higshway budget.

The state pledged more than
$2.3 millicn in general trans-
portation aid to Kenosha Coun-
ty for fiscal year 2003, and the
st te promised the county
another $281,358 in local road
improvement program dollars
for 2002-03, officials said.

“It’s better than a cut,” Gary
Sipsma, director of the county’s
Division of Highways, said of
Doyle’s modest pledge to
increase funds. “Butas to how it
would specifically affect our
budget, it’s way too early to
know."”

In the last several years,
state transportation funds
have gone toward reconstruct-
ing the infersection of High-
ways F and W, repavement
work on Highway G, and other
county highway improve-
ments.

Such state funds require a 50
percent loeal match,
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State hopes to
maintain

commuter rail

expansion
funding

NENOSHA NEWS STAFF

Despite a2 massive state budget

deficit, Wisconsin's secretary of admin.
istration hopes to maintain some fund.
ing in the transportation budget for a
planned extension of commuter rail
gervice,

A plan to extend Metra commuter
rail service from Kenosha north to
Racine and Milwaukee has been stud-
ied for years, and was recomnmended
lato last year by an advisory committes
of the Southeastern Wisconsin Region-
al Planning Committoe,

The committee recormmended that
the state pay 20 percent of the estimated
2153 million price tag for the capital
jmprovements to start up the 32-mile
commuter ling, with the federal govern-
ment pick:lng up the remaining §0 per-
cent. But the recommendation comes at
atimewhanGov Jim Doyle is grap-
pling with a state budget defteit that is
expected toreach 33.2billion by 2005.

Despite that deficitand Doyle’s plans
to announce a series of budget cuts next
weoek, Secretary of Administration
Marc Marotta said Wednesday that he
hopes to maintain some money in the
transportation budget to begin plan.
ning for the project.

“We're going to find a way to put
some money in the transportation bud.
get for that, for planning, to keep the
project going,” Marotta said. “We
wouldn’t want to put the brakes on
that.”

Doyle had In December expressed
doubts that there would be monsy
available for the commuter line.

According to estimates by SEWRPC,
the total cost for design work for the

project would be 210 million over the
next three years. The federal govern-
ment has already earmarked 37 million
for preliminary engineering costs.

State transportation officials said
this week that they will not know what
funding will be available for projects
until Doyle submits his 2003-05 budget
to the Legislature next week. They said
an early version of the department bud-
get had included $400,000 for prelirni-
nary engineering of the commuter rafl
ling, But that money was removed from
arevised budget.

KENOSHA NEWS
February 13, 2003

QURVIEW

Railroad growth may
lack funding fuel

could be derailed by the

present state budget
deficit is the growth of a viable
passenger rail system in south-
eastern Wisconsin.

A meeting of a group.of area
political leaders in Racine on
Monday indicated a lack of
steam for the local funding side
of extending the Metra passen-
ger rail line north from Kenosha
to Milwaukee ... and points
beyond,

Without that extension,
attempts to develop a passenger
rail service between Wankesha
and Milwaukeo - or even Madi-
son and Milwaukee ~ appear
doomed to be sidetracked.

Leaders from several south-
eastern Wisconsin communities
expressed concern over the pos-
sibility that they will have to
provide local funds for startup
costs for such an extension. Cur-
rent proposals by the Southeast-
ern Wisconsin Regional Plan-
ning Commission eall for an 80
percent federal share of the estd-
mated $152 million start up
costs, with the other 20 percent
coming from state and local
sources - or about $30 million.

Eencsha Mayor John
Antaramian made it clear that
from his perspective, that means
state funding and not funds
from local municipalities. Resis-
tance to local funding could
grow even stronger after Gov.
Jim Doyle’s budget speech Tues-
day. Most observers believe
Doyle will have to cut state-

One of the key projects that

shared revenues to local munici-
palities as he searches for ways
to cut the projected $3.2 billion
deficit,

That will leave local govern-
ments very little room for fund-
ing rail extension.

With the state facing tough fis-
cal times for at least the next
biennium, it is unclear whether
it can provide the entire amount
of local funding needed for the
extension, not even including an
estimated $8.4 million annually
in operating costs for the 32-
mile route.

For progress on rail expan-
sion, Waukesha needs to look
west to Dane County, Recent
talks sponsored by Dane County
Executive Kathleen Falk are
exploring the possibility of a
commuter rail line between
Madison and its western suburb
of Middleton.

But that is a far cry from the
regional rail system champi-
oned by then-Gov. Tommy
Thompson.

The lack of fiscal muscle for a
rail system should make even
the most ardent supporter of
rail as a replacement for auto
traffic reconsider the viability
of such an option.

And with the nation about to
pursue what could prove to he
an expensive way, the federal
government will be in no posi-
tion to pour money into a proj-
ect that has only tepid local sup-
port.

Waukesha Freeman

February 13, 2003
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Metra Rail 165 departs the Kenosha station, bound for Chicago. The South Shore may benefit from a proposed extension of the line.

TRACKING
COMMUTER

RAIL

Officials discuss whether project would speed up redevelopment

By Jonnifer Pfaff.
and Matt Hronlck
Staff Writers

A proposed commuter rail line to connect
Milwaukee and Chicago could bring destred
economic redevelopment to a key area in
South Milwaukee, but Yl
meCOStCOdeilymlt- FRSSGIRENSNOI RS
weigh the benefits, 52id 3 copy of the draft
Mayor David Kieck. study report is

An advisory cOmmit aygilabie at City
tee from the Kenosha Hall, 2424 15th
Racine-Milwaukee corti- ave, Call (414) 762-
dor has ‘been studying 2293 for informetion.
th.e pOSSibi]ity of m- sassvsessse e
ning commuter rail on
current Union Pacific Railroad freight tracks
from the existing Kenosha Metra Rail station
to downtown Milwaukee, The proposal
includes stops in the town of Somers, the
town of Caledonia, Oak Creek, South Mil-

waukee, Cudahy and Milwaukee.

Amtrak’s service from Milwaukee to
Chicago is faster, but has fewer stops along
the way and rns fewer times per day than
the committee is recommending for this
commuter ling, sald Xen Yunker, assistant
director for the Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commission.

While the committee and rail proponents
say that development could boom around
the South Milwaukee stop, bringing valuable
tax base, Kieck said he worries about the
projected $152 million start-up cost and $15
to $18 million annual operating cost.

“It could have a positive impact on our
community, especially as we work toward
redevelopment in our downtown area”
Kieck said. *Of course, the big factor here is
the cost. For example, in the city of South
Milwaukee, we may be able to work at a site
where the traln would stop, but to put dol-

lars into actually running the program —
Continued on page 26

South Milwaukee, Voice Graphics
February 13, 2003

59
maximum speed of commuter
rail, in mph
27
estimated average miles
a user would travel

$16.32
estimated operating cost per
passenger, per trip if seven round
trips are-offered a day

$6.10
Metra one-way fare,
Kenosha to Chicago

$164.70
Metra monthly fare,
Kenosha 1o Chicago
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Rail
Continued from page 25

there's no way to feasibly allocate funds
to do that?

The advisory committce, made of
representatives of the communities
along the proposed lakeshore route,
county officials, transportation planners
and Metra Rail personnel, issued a pre-
liminary recommendation that com-
muter rail be used in the area.

It is wrapping up a more detailed
study about the costs and benefits of
commuter rail, compared to bus service,
The study also explores funding options
for siarting up such a system aad
descriptions of how the service could
be organized and managed.

A serles of public information mest-
ings and public hearings will be held
this spring so SEWRPC officials can
learn . about community and resident
interest in the idea of commuter rail
before pursuing more formal actions to
implement any plans, Yunker said.

Cost vs. benefit

The cost of running 2 commuter rail
system depends on the frequency of
runs, because that determines the aum-
ber of trains that need to be purchased
and maintained. The study projects the
capita] costs — which includes the train
purchases and initial track improve-
ments — for the rail line to be $152 mil-
lion if seven round trips were offered
day, and $225 million if 15 round trips
were offered daity. Operating costs not
covered.by fares are estimated at $15.4
million annually.

Kieck said he believes the rail line
could be beneficial, if a workable fund-

ing formula can be found,

The advisory committee has said feder-
al and state government should pay for the
il line, but neither federal nor state offi-
cials have formally discussed the matter,

The commuter line would offer a
new way for South Milwaukee residents
who work in Racine ot Kenosha to trav-
€l to their jobs, Kieck said,

Cudaby Mayor Raymond Glowacki
said state officials need 10 give serious
thought 10 the benefits that such a line
could reap for southeastern Wisconsin,

“With the change of administration in
the governor's office and the legisiarure,
it is 2 matrer that the advocates of com-
muter rail must go and discuss what the
commuster rail could mean for the south-
eastern portion of the state” he said,

While the cost could be hiph for tax-
payers, he pointed out road main-
tainance and building is also taxpayer
funded. Easing the burden on the state's
roadways could reduce those costs,
while reducing pollution from single-
passenger vehicle traffic and preparing
for the future,

“We're hooked on gas? he sald, com-
menting on the rising cost of gasoline, It
can't last forever: What are the alternatives?*

Redevelopment could boom

Rail advocates suggest running com-
muter service through the Sowth Shore
could rei strugpling downtowns,
A draft of the study being completed
by the advisory committec estimates
that between 4,100 and 5,100 people
wounld use the commuter mil line on a
weekdlay, depending on how many runs
were offered.

“The committec recognized that
commuter fail, compared to a bus alter-
native, would have much more substan-
tial capital costs, but it would have the
potential to have land development and
redevelopment impacts along the line
and particularly at the stations along the
line, Yunker said.

South Milwaukee's comprehensive
plan, which looks at potential future land
use, includes the possibility of commuter
rail running through the community, The
plan suggests a station could be located
10 the east of the existing, privately-
owned depot, 1111 Milwaukee Ave.

“If it goes forward, we would like to
do some enhancements 10 go with the
stop, such as condominiums in the
downtown area so people could be
within walking distance;” said city engi-
neer Kyle Vandercar,

While South Milwaukee supports the
idea of commuter ruil, Vandercar
stressed it is not a magic solution for all
redevelopment hopes.

While a local station could draw peo-
ple into the central business district,
bringing more potential customers to
restaurants and shops, there are many
other factors that contribute 10 down-
town development, be said,

The proposed stop falls in the center
of an area South Milwaukee has targeted
for redevelopment through the imple-
mentation of a tax incremental finance
district,The program has resulted in con-
struction of affordable apartment hous-
ing for seniors and a concentration on
bringing viable businesses to the downe
1own area,

Rail forum speakers urge residents to become involved

BY DAVID STEINKRAUS
Joumal Times

RACINE — Now is the time for residents
to push for eommuter rail, said speakers at
a forum on Monday night. .

More than 100 people attended a meeting
at Gateway Technical College where sever-

al people talked about the advantages of
commuter rail

A commuter raf} proposal, which will be
the subject of public hearings in Iate April
calls for an extension of the Metra service

that now connects Kenosha to Chicago. The

l.tﬁrrough Racine and to Milwaukee with
stops in intermediate municipalities such
as Caledonia and Cudahy.

Such eonnections are critical to the
future of southeastern Wisconsin, speakers
said.

“The corridor from Milwaukee to Chica-
go is the corridor right now for our econo-
my,” said Roger Caron, president of Racine
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Area Manufacturers and Comonerce.

This area of the state has heen changing
for decades as manufacturers elosed or left
towm, be said. And technology has ehanged
everything, said Gordy Xacala, executive
Dovelopment Gorp. No longar ca sompa:

Corp. No €an compa-
nies find the skills they need in a restrieted
area; they must recruit regionally, he said,

It's not only companics that would bene-
fit from commuter rail, speakers said.
Workers would gain access o jobs in met-
ropolitan Milwankee and metropolitan
-Chicago.

“You could go to Summerfest. You could
o to the eireus parade,” said Susan Spring,
one of the forum’s crganizers,

Even though Racine County is a good
place to live, realistieally not everyone who
works here can live here, said Chip Brewer,
director of governmental affairs for SC
Jobnsen. Some people want fo live in down-

The JournalTimes
February 11, 2003

town Chicago; others must live in a certain
place because there are two wage-carners
who commute in different directions, he
safd. Commuter rail would help his compa-

ny, Brewer said. “As an employer, we know
our employees like this coneept.”

Several speakers urged residents to voiee
their support for commuter rail in order to
push it up the priority lists of the state and
federal governments. Under most funding
scenarios, those fwo entitiés would bear the
largest share of the cost for building and
operating a commuter rail system in south-
eastern Wisconsin,

Public hearings on the rail proposal are
scheduled for April 23 at the Gateway
Teehnical College campus in Kenasha,
April24 at ﬂmp?ﬂo%ﬁanm Center in
Milwaukee, April 30 a ateway cam-
%inRaclne, and May 1 at Cudahy City



Commuter rail needs funding source

Mayor says state
has to doitsshare

MENOSHA NEWS STAFF

RACINE — Plans for extend-
ing Metra to Milwaukes will
likely have to include some sort
of local Tunding — but only for
operating the 32-mile route, not
starting it, Kenosha Mayor
John Antaramian said.

“There will have to be some
amount,” Antaramian said
after a public hearing of pri-
marily commuter rail support-
ers Monday night at Gateway
Technical College. “I am not
sure what that extent will be.”

“My hope is the state will do
it,” added the mayor, a support-
er of the project. “It's a state
responsibility. I think, though,
that as these projects move for-
ward it's not going to end up
that way.”

Early proposals regarding
the extension from the South-
eastern Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commission have
called for an 80 percent/20 per-
cent split of the $152 million in
capital costs between federal
and state governments, with a
more liberal share of the $18.6
million in annual operating
costs {(as much as 68 percent)
being paid by the state.

But a preliminary recom-
mendation from SEWRPC's
Kenosha-Racine-Milwatkee
Corridor Transit Study Adviso-
ry Committee in December was
clear. Nolocal funding would be
used

Antaramian said he would
not support ocal funding for
the project's eapital costs.

“All that has to come from
the state, or it won't happen,”
he said.

Mayor James Smith of
Racine agreed, but also left the
door open for some local fund-
ing for operating the line.

“We have to be open to any-
thing,” he told the roughly 150
people gathered at Gateway.

Antaramian said he expected
any local share of operating
costs tobe small.

He also said the local fundin,
portiesswill probably be s
by governments in Milwau-
kee, Racine and Kenosha coun-
ties, where the commuter rail
line will run. When asked if he
would support funding from the
city of Kenosha Antaramian

said, “Everything depends on
what is brought together and
how it's done.”

A SEWRPC plan laid out one
strategy that invelved local dol-
lars for operating the Metra
extension — with 32 percent of
operating costs coming from
the federal government (35 mil-
lion), 55 percent coming from
the state ($6.4 million), and 13
percent coming from local gov-
ernments through a regional
transit authority or other coop-

‘THE MAJOR ISSUE
is going to be whether
the state is going to
step in and determine:
are we going to have a
rail system in this state
that will allow
commuter
transportation?’

Mayor John Antaramian
on commuter rail proposal

Not for Antaramian.

“The major issue is going to
be whether the-state 1s going to
step in and determine; are we
going to have a rail system in
this state that will allow com-
muter iation?” he said.
“That's the issue, The other
stuff is secondary, and it can be
worked out. The state has to
step forward.

“They have to make a deter-
mination: Do they really believe
in this or not?”

The funding issue need notbe
;aafuﬁwered immediately, officials

With public hearings cn the
extension likely pushed back to
April, a final recommendation
from SEWRPC's advisory com-
mittee is unlikely before late
spring.

Then comes the hard part —
getting local governments on
board. Each must approve the
project before preliminary engi-
neering could begin, and the

KENOSHA NEWS
February 11, 2003

selection process alone for the
engineers could fake months.
By then, it could be 2004, said
Een Yunker, assistant director
of SEWRPC.

“You can move too quickly,”
he said. “It can still proceed, but
it can take time.”
erative ($2 million).

Such a regional transit
authority was voted down by
the Kenosha County Board and
other county governments in
1993. Officizls then argued
against the sales or gas tax that
was necessary for the authority
to operate,

Seven million dollars in fed-
eral transporiation money has
already been earmarked for the
Metra extension project in the
last four years. That money,
however, requires an 80 per-
cent local mateh, and planners
have called for the state to
make up the funding difference.
Given the state of the state bud-
get — and its estimated $3.2 bil-
lion defieit over the next two
fiscal vears, including a $2 mil-
lion shortfall in 2003 — that
appears unlikely in the short
term.

Department of Transporta-
tion officials said official word
on funding for projects has been
“embargoed” until Feb. 18,
when Gov. James Doyle sub-
r3its his 2003-05 budget proposal
tothe Legislature,

“At that point we'll have a
better understanding of what
his plans are,” DOT spokesman
Randy Romanski said Monday.
“It's too early to speculate. But
these are tight fiscal times,”

An early version of the {rans-
portation budget did include

,000 to help fund the Metra
extension, or 10 percent of the
&xpected ¢4 million cost for pre-
Mminary engineering, the next
step of the project that includes
design work. That money was
removed from a revised depart-
ment budget.

“Obviously, the federal
money is there,” said Kenneth
Leonatd, director of the DOT’s
Bureau of Planning. *“One
option is if the locals would
maich all of it. That is certainly
an option.”
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Briefs

Public forum tonight
on commuiter rail

A public forum on the possi-
bility of commuter rail con-
necting Kenosha, Racine and
Milwaukee will take place
today in Racine.

The forum will be 6-8 p.m. at
Gateway Technical College,
1001 8. Main 8t. It will be in the
Great Lakes Room of the
Racine Bullding at the college.

Several speakers will dis-
cuss the proposed commuter
rail service, which was
endorsed recently by the
Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commis-
sion, and what the $152 million
investment will mean for
southeastern Wisconsin,

A panel of community leaders
representing Racine, Cudahy
and Kenosha will participate in
a question-answer session fol-
lowing the presentations.

The forum is sponsored by
the Racine chapter of 1000
Friends of Wisconsin and Sus-
tainable Racine Inc.

For more information, con-
tact Norman Siler at 945-8135 or
email at kenrail@excite.com.

KENOSHA NEWS
February 10, 2003

Madison officials act to move

commuter rail system closer to reality

By LARRY SANDLER
[sandlerjournalsentinel.com

By delaying key funding de-
cisions, the Madison area has
moved a step closer than the
Milwaukee area toward start-
ing a commuter rail system
that would operate somewhat
like a light rail system.

Although final approval is
still far off, the Madison Com-
mon Council and Dane Coun-
ty DBoard each wvoted last
month to begin preliminary
engineering on the $188 mil-
lion rail line.

In scutheastern Wisconsin,
no elected bodies have voted
yet on a $152 million plan to
extend Chicago’s Metra com-
muter trains from Kenosha to
Racine and downtown Mil-
waukee, with additional stops
at Cuda.hy, South Milwaukee,
Oak Creck, the Town of Cale-
donia and the Town of Som-
ers. A study committee will
hold public hearings on that
plan this spring,

One major reason the Madi-
son-area plan moved forward
fagter than Milwankee-area
rail plans, Madison transpor-
tation planner Dave Trow-
bridge says: Authorities post-
poned discussion of how to
pay for the rail line and an ac-
companying $53.4 million
countywide express bus net-
work, and of who would run
the system.

For many commuter rail
and light rail plans across the
country, those factors usually
have been among the most
controversial ones, and the
Eaints on which some plans

ve foundered

In Dane County, too, “the
study would have bogged
down” if planners had tried to
settle those “very difficult is-
sues,” Trowbridge said. In-
stead, elected officials were
able to focus on what kind of
system would best serve the
comimunity, he said.

“I am proud that we have
been able to come to a consen-
§us, as a community, as to
what we want our transporta-
tion future to lock ]Jke," said
Dane County Supervisor Scott
McDonell, a leading suppoxter
of the plan.

State funding proposed

In the Milwaukee area, a
Southeastern Wisconsin Re-

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
February 4, 2003

gional Planning Commission
study committee has recom-
mended that the state Depart-
ment of Transportation run
the Kenosha-Racine-Milwau-
kee commuter rail line and
pay all costs not covered by
the federal government.

That strategy sidestepped
concerns about setting up a
regional transportation au-
thority and levying a new lo-
cal tax. But it risks running
into spending cuts foreed by
the state’s $3.2 billion deficit.

Gov. Jim Doyle said he's not
likely to invest in any big cap-
ital projects right now. But he
added that he
doesn’t want 19
to stop plan-  nymher of
ning for rall smpyer ral
projects in the systems
future, when nationwide
more money -
may be avail-
able.

Most spending on the Dane
County and southeastern Wis-
consin rail plans would be
well in the future, with sever-
al years.of engineering ahead
before final approval and con-
struction, supporters of both
plans say.

Like a light rail system, the
Dane County system would

run frequent trains between
stations spaced relatively
close together. Commuter rail-
roads usually link a major
city to its distant suburbs,
mainly in rush hours.

But this wouldn't be light
rail. Commuter railroads gen-
erally run diesel trains on
existing freight railroad
tracks, something Madison
has in abundance. By con-
trast, modern light rall sys-
tems run electric vehicles,
powered by overhead wires,
on new tracks, usually laid in
streets.

Nationwide, a total of 19
commuter rail systems oaper-
ate in the Chicago, New York
City, Los Angeles, Washing.
ton-Baltimore, San Franciseo-
San Jose, Philadelphia, Bos-
ton, Dallas-Fort Worth, Mi-
ami-Fort Lauderdale, San Die-
go and Burlington, Vt., areas,



Hearings planned
on Metra extension

Rail service sought from
Milwaukee to Kenosha

By LARRY SANDLER
IsandierGiournatsentingl.com

Public hearings will be held
this spring in Milwaukee, Cu-
dahy, Racine and Kenoshaona
$152.1 million plan to extend
Chicago's Metra commuter
trains from Kenosha to Racine
and downtown Milwaukee, a
zg‘glonal study panel has decid-

Exact dates and locations for
the four hearings have not
been set, but they likely will be
in late March or in April, said
Ken Yunker, assistant director
of the Southeastern Wisconsin
Riagional Planning Commis-
sion.

Each session would consist
of a 4 p.m, open house, a2 6 p.m.
presentation and a 6:30 p.m.
hearing, he said.

Separately, Sustainable Ra-
¢ine and 1,000 Friends of Wis-
consin will hold a forum on
the commuter rail issue at §
p.n. Feb. 10 at Gateway Tech-
nical College, 601 Pershing
Drive, Racine.

Business leaders and transit
advocates will discuss the plan
and answer questions from the
audience.

A planning commission ad-
visory committee has recom-
mended the line, which would
offer seven round trips daily,
with additional stops at Cuda-.
hy, South Milwaukee, Oak
Creek, the Town of Caledonia
and the Town of Somers.

The panel says federal and
state governments should pay
both the capital costs of the
rail line and the $15.4 million
in annual operating costs not
covered by fares.

This weould be one of several
commuter rail lines nation-

wide that cross state lines and
metropolitan area boundaries,
serving shoppers and tourists
as well as a variety of suburb-
to-city, city-to-suburb and sub-
urb-to-suburb commuters,

Typically, commuter trains
connect a major city with its
most distant suburbs, mairly
during rush hours.

But as metropolitan areas
have grown across state lines
and merged into each other,
commuter railroads have fol-
lowed.

Commuter trains link Balt-
more to Washington, D.C.; Bos-
ton to Providence, R.I.; Dallas
to Fort Worth, Texas, Miami to
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; and San
Francisco to San Jose, Calif,

In addition to connecting
Massachusetts to Rhode Is-
land, commuter trains cross
from New York into New Jer-
sey and Connecticut, from
Pennsylvania into New Jersey
and Delaware, and from the
District of Columbia into
Maryland, Virginia and West
Virginia

Nationwide, 19 commuter
rafl systoms operate in the
Chicago, New York City, Los
Angeles, Washington-Balti-
more, San Francisco-San Jose,
Philadelphia, Boston, Dallas-
Fort Worth, Miami-Fort Lau-
derdale, San Diego and Bur-
lington, Vt., areas.

In Chicago’s Metra system,.
the Union Pacific North Line
— the one that could be ex-
tended to Milwaukee and Ra-
¢ine — crosses from 11~
linois into Wisconsin to reach
Kenosha, while the system's
South Shore Line serves north-
western Indiana,

A special taxing district fi-
nances Metra's Indiana opera-
tions. Metra, which is other-
wise funded by Ilinois taxpay-
ers, has said it would need
backing from Wisconsin state
or local taxpayers to expand

TRACKS

SOUTH SHORE LINE PONDERED

A proposed extgnslon of Chicago's Metra commuter rail system would
follow the Unlon Pacific Rallroad tracks from Kenosha-to Racine and through
the South Shore suburbs 10 downtown Milwaukee. The trains would provida
morg [ocal service for commuters than Amtrak's Milwaukee-to-Chicago

Hiawatha line.
'ﬁ" % Ty

north of Kenosha.

But Wisconsin taxpayers are
not paying for service to Keno-
sha, because Metra officials
found that it would be more ex-

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

January 22, 2003

ENRIQUE RODRIGUEZ/
enocriguez@joumalsantingl.com

pensive to stop the trains at

the border and build a new fa-

cility for turning them around

si]than to keep running to Keno-
a.
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Public input sought on commuter rail plan

The JournalTimes

to he determined, members of
the Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commis-
sion’s Eenosha-Racine-Milwau-
kee Corridor Transit Study
Committee sald at a meeting
Wednesday.

“Public comment is very
important,” said John Bechler,
president of the Kenosha Area
Business Alliance and a mem-
ber of the transit study commit-
tec,

ﬁechler said focus groaps

BY DAVID STEINKRAUS January 16, 2003
Joumal Times
IVES GROVE — A regional adviso: hearings be publicized as a countywide . .
committee studying commuter tranrsy- matter — not just as a benefit for com-  Multiyear transportation bill
portation in southeastern Wisconsin ten-  munities along Lake Michigan — in case  Kenosha, already pays for bus
tatively approved a set of future taxation is needed to support the  service, be said. “If you were to
on Wednesday, and it' also faced  Service Andhe wantedan assurance that  apply that same formula to com-
the recurring question of who will pay far  the advisory committee will ask the state  muter rail, you would be taxing
commuter rail andfcderalwmﬁstom, people who might not have as
In December the committce made 4~ After the meeting he said his group  much access to it.”
recommendstion for an supports commuter rail but doesn't want There's also susplcion that
extension of the Metra train service narth  Property taxes to pay for it Part of  cstablishing commuter reil may
from Kenosha through Racine andto Mil-  Kenosha County, outside the city of lead to a regional transit authority
wavkee. There would be seven trains per “I think we have to start Jooking- which would operate trains and
day in each direction. Establishing the at this like Mlinois does. They work buses connecting the rail service to
service would cost about $152 million, and  on this every year.” And every year Kenosha's corporate parks along
the annual operating cost would be about  Mlinois gets hundreds of millions of Interstate 94, he said. Such an
$18.6 million, according to a consultant’s  dolars from the federal govern- authority was proposed several
analysis. The alternatives rejected by the  ment because it has a rail plan, he Yyears ago, and area counties voted
committee were more frequent train serv-  gaid, it down,
x:eafldabussenflee. . As part of its preliminary ree- There are few regions of the
It's the committee’s recommendation  gmmendation, the committee did state where rail should be or could
that will be the topic of hearings in a cou- suggest that the state take the lead be developed, and this is one, said
ple of months, perhaps the last week of  jn paving for commuter rail. But Roger Caron, president of Racine
March and the first weak of April. Sites oy, Jim Doyle said he didn't Area Manufacturers and Com-
ﬁﬂmwb"?hhathm’ expect to have money for such merce and a member of the advi-
mmmmm' services as he tries to balance the sory committee. He also has
W&Edﬂw - for DEXt state budget, Fiscal analysts served on state rail commissions,
o concerns o Wednesday £ have projected a defict of about “The point I come from is, hey,
Bed‘tteeﬂe:;nd ) sits on ad‘f’mﬁ 2.6 billion. Doyle suggested look- our state has been delinquent in its
committes 2 president ot ingto Washington, where Congress duties of developing a rail plan for
costlhmofmﬂieraﬂ usiness Heimwsuggmestedthe is in the process of preparing a the state,” Caron said.
Hearings to weigh rail plans
KENOSHANEWSSTAFF  should also have a say in the
STURTEVANT — The public project, given what he said is a
will have a chance to weigh in  tendency for public hearings to
on plans to extend Metra rail include only viewpoints from
service fro;n Kenosha to Mil- both ends of the spectrum.
t comi
e pie, 28 Tour upeoming Pub-  op W RPC's Web site will also
One will be held in Kenosha, Provide a forum for debate, as
the others in Racine and Mil- Wil a SEWRPC newsletter,
waukes County. which will detail the transit
Exact times and dates are yet Dlans.

The more input the better,
said Fred Patrie, Kenosha
County public works director
and chairman of the SEWRPC
committee that is studying the
transit options.

“There hasn't been enough,”
he said, “It is an essential public
policy decision that has to be
addressed. It may in fact be the
last opportunity we have as a
metropolitan area to address
the issue of commuter rail.”

KENOSHA NEWS

January 16, 2003



Federal dollars fuel hopes for commuter rail expansion

KEROSHA NEWS STAFF
STURTEVANT — Soven mil-
lion dollars in federal funding
has already been earmarked to
help pay for a plan that would
extend commuter rafl service
from Kenosha to Milwaukee,
officials said Wednesday.

The money, appropriated in
federal transportation budgats
aver the last four years, is for
preliminary engineering of the
Metra expansion project, which
continues to be debated at the
regional planning level The
funding includes 21 million set
aside in fiscal year 2000, $4 mil-
lion set aside in 2001 and $2 mil-
lion set aside in 2002,

“It's not a cheap proposition,
50 it's going to take help from
the federal, state and local gov-
ernments to make it happen,”
said U.8. Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis,,
who helped gain the rdil fund-
ing. “There is a finite amount of
resources from which to draw
federally. Having said that, we
have done a lot already.”

Funding {s the key issue in
the debate to extend Metra's
Union Pacific North Line north
from Kenosha,

The project as recommended
by a Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commmission
advisory committee will eost
$152.1 million to build and $15.4
million annually to run undera
“medium level of service”
option, which wounld have
seven trains heading in each
direction on weekdays and
thres on weekends,

. _______ |
‘THIS IS NOT
like going to the
moon and back. ...
We're just talking
about extending this
nine miles to Racine
and then another 20
miles to Milwaukee.
Wecan do this.’
Chip Browor

direstor of governmental
affairs for SC Johnson

A high Jovel of rail serviee as
well as bus-only and bus-rail
combination plens were also
considered before tho Kenosha-
Racine-Milwaukee Corridor
Transit Study Advisory Com-
mittce decided on the rail plan
last month.

At a meeting Wednesday at
the Ives Grove Office Complex,
the committee decided to hold
four public meetings in March
or April to allow further discus-
4lon of the transit options.

Following public input, the
transit alternatives will go back
before the SEWRPC committes;
which would then make its
final recomimendation at a
meeting perhaps in late May.
From there, the plan will go
before local governments for
their approval as the state
Department of Transportation
seolts specific ways to fund jt,

The federal dollars already
appropriated for the project
could make rail expansion
more feasibla degpite tough eeo:
nomie times, said Chip Brower,
director of governmental
pffairs for Racine's SC Johnson.

“If this goes forward, the
money is there,” said Brewer,
who worked with congressional
leaders like Ryan and Sems.
Herb Kchl and Russ Feingold to
cbtain the funding. “The sup-
port in Washington has been
extracrdinary and effective.

“The federal piece has fallen
into place nicely.”

The SEWRPC propossl calls
for a mix of 80 percent federal
and 20 percent state funding,
although newly elected Gov.
Jemes Doyle said last month
that Wisconsin's multi-hillion
doliar budget shortfall would
prevent the state from putting
up any money in the short
term. Doyle, however, did not
::;?;.m the door onr future fund-

The state’s share of the 3152.1
million in eapital costs would
be $30.4 millicn, It would pick
up $10.4 million of the $15.4 mil-
lion in annual operating costs
under the SEWRPC commit-
tea's recomimended plan.

No local fonds would be used
to pay for the rail expansion
under the SEWRPC recommen-
dation, but Ryan said the feder-
al government can't go it alone
in funding the project, And the
money won't bo thore forever,

“We will kesp renewing it
until we nse it,” Ryan said,
“There is not 2 hard timeline,
but if in a fow years this project
s just put on the sheolf, then this
money will not just git ina bank
account, It will go back to the
federal government,”

Thus, keeping the rail expan-
slon project moving along is
important, said Fred Patrie,
EKonocsha County publie works
director and chairman of the
SEWRPC transit sfucy commit-
tee,

“The implementation agen-
cles look for movement,” Patrio
said. “They report to their dis-

trict offices and their federal
offices, and they say, ‘Are they
doing anything in Eenosha?™

In all, 27.5 million has heen
appropriated for the rail exten-
sion since fiscal year 1999, but
2500,000 of that money was
spent on studies into the Metra
expansion. Another $l million
earmarked in 2000 could disap-
pear without passage of a bill
this year to extend the appropri-
ation. Ryan said he hopes that
will happen this winter.

Under the 80-20 funding plan,
the 7 million in federal funds
would be the federal govern-
ment’s share of the funding for

preliminary engineering. It
would likely not cover the
entire cost of the work, and

under the recommended fund-
ing formula the state would also
be responsible for $1.175 mil-
Hon.

“Wa need the state to make
this a priority,” Ryan said.
“This money helps show the fed-
eral commitment. We need the
state to come on board as a full
partner.”

Preliminary  engineering
includes work cn the details of
the concept plan if and when it
is approved by local govern-
ments, from architectural draw-
ings to sericus negotiations
with Metra on how the axten-
sion will work.

Brewer said the presence of
the federal money for that phase
of the project could speed it up.
Trains could be running by
2006, according to the SEWRPC
report.

“This is not Hke going to the
moon and back,” Brewer sakl
“The track is there. Meira
already goes to Kenosha. We're
just talking about extending
this nine miles to Racine and
then another 20 miles to Mil-
waukse. We can do this.”

According to an estimated
implementation schedule con-
tained in the SEWRPC commit-
toe's study report, the commuter
rail plan would require $10 mil-
lion in design work over the next
three yeays.

I 2006 and 2007, construction
costs would amount to a com-
bined $77 million, including
facility conmstruction and
improvement and equipment
purchases. Capital needs wounld
decrease o $18 million in 2008
and $17 million in 2008.

Amnual operating costs
would be $18.6 million under the
medinm Jlevel rail plan,
although $3.2 million of that
would be recovered from fare-
box revenues, according to the
SEWRPC report.

KENOSHA NEWS
January 16, 2003
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Commuter line would be one of several
to serve multiple metro areas

They're called commuter
traing, but they travel farther
than eommuters usually do.

The commuter rail line un-
der study for the Milwaukee
area would be one of several
nationwide that cross state
lines and metropolitan area
boundaries, serving shoppers
and tourists as well as a vari-
ety of suburb-to-city, city-to-
suburb and suburb-to-suburb
commuters.

Typically, commuter trains
connect a major city with its
most distant suburbs, mainly
during rush hours. But as met-
ropolitan areas have grown
across state lines and merged
into each other, commuter
railroads have followed.

Commuter trains link Balti-
more to Washington, D.C.; Bos-
ton to Providence, R.1.; Dallas
to Fort Worth, Texas; Miami to
Fort Lauderdale, Fla,; and San
Francisco to San Jose, Calif,

In addition to connecting
Massachusetts to Rhode 1Is-
land, commuter trains cross
from New York into New Jer-
sey and Connecticut, from
Pennsylvania into New Jersey
and Delaware, and from the
Distriect of Columbia intc
Maryland, Virginia and West
Virginia

Nationwide, a total of 19
commuter rail systems operate
in the Chicago, New York City,
Los Angeles, Washington-Bal-
timore, San Francisco-San
Jose, Philadelphia, Boston,
Dallas-Fort Worth, Miami-Fort
Lauderdale, S8an Diego and
Burlington, Vi, areas.

In Chicago's Metra system,
the Union Pacific North Line
— the one that conld be ex-
tended to Milwaukee and Ra-
cine — already crosses from Il-
linecis into Wisconsin to reach
Kencsha, while the system's
South Shore Line serves north-
western Indiana.

A special taxing district fi-
nances Metra’s Indiana opera-
tions. Metra, which is other-
wise funded by Illinols taxpay-
ers, has said it would neced
backing from Wisconsin state
or local taxpayers to expand
north of Kenosha,

But Wisconsin taxpayers are
not paying for service to Keno-
sha, because Metra officials
found it would be more expen-
sive to stop the trains at the
border and build a new facility
for turning them arcund than
to keep running to Kenosha,

Elsewhere in Wisconsin:

@ The Dane County Board
voted last week to start prelim-
inary enginecring on a $168.6
million rail line, and the Madi-
son Common Council is sched-
uled to take up the issue Tues-
day. A study eommitiee recom-
mended the 1Lymile line from
Middleton through. the isth-
mus to the East Towne shop-
ping center, backed by a $53.4
million countywide oxpress
bus network.

B A feasibjiity study has
found it wonld he cost-effective
o extend Metra from Harvard,
1., to Clinton, in Rock County,
and Sharon, in Walworth
County, for $18.8 million. State
Sen. Judy Robson (D-Beloit) is
seeking state and Rock County
Board support for a detailed
study of that project.

W Two other attempts to ex-
tend Metra into Wisconsin
failed in 2001, when feasibility
studies found they wouldn’t be
cost-effective. One line would
have run from Antioch, I0L., to
Burlington and Silver Lake,
and the other would have yun
from Fox Lake, Hl., to the vil-
lages of Walworth and Zenda,
both in Walworth County.

— Larry Sandler

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

January 15, 2003



Hearings set on Metra extension

Some deride cost; others
tout development benefits

By LARRY SANDLER
IsandlarSjoumalsentinel.com
; It'satrai.nthateougeiﬂeany
ts passengers to prosperity or
Just haul cash out of the bank.
Those are likely to be the
two sides of the debate over a
recommendation to extend
Chicago’s Metra commuter
trains from Kenosha to Racine
and downtown Milwaukee,
with additional stops at Cuda-
hy, South Milwaukee, Oak
Creck, the Town of Caledonia
and the Town of Somers.

The Scutheastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commis
sion study committee that rec-
ommended that $152.1 million
plan will meet today in Ives
Grove in Racine County to
Doarings on e e 15 My

on -
waukee, Ractue and Keonosha
counties.

Under the plan, trains would
run seven rowmnd trips on the
Union Pacific tracks each
weekday — three cach way in
morning rush hours, three
each way in afterpoon rush
hours and one each way in the
middle of the day — with three
round trips on Saturdays, Sun-
days and holidays,

Planners project that those
traing wonld provide ¢,100
rides each weekday, or 1.1 mil-
lion a year,

Based on current Metra one-
way rates, a trip from OCak
Creck to the Amtrak station in
downtown Milwaukee would
Whilo A tip. 3 Coges £
while a trip
Racine would take 27 minutes
and cost $3, From Milwaukee,
riders could reach Racine in 42
tninutes for $3.40, or Kenosha
in 68 minutes for $4.20. Regu.
lar riders could buy discomnt-
ed:passes.

Those fares would cover 15%
to 17% of the line’s operating
costs, leaving $15.4 million a
year for taxpayers to plek up.
The study pane] says the feder-
2l governiment would pay 86%
of construction costs and 35
million a year for operating
eosts; and it recommends the
state pay the remaining $30.4
milion in capital costs and
$10.4 million 2 year in operat-
ing costs.

Backers tout {ts benefits,
partleularly in economie devel-
opment near the stations and
in avoiding traffic jams during
freeway reconstruetion, Oppo-
nents focus on its costs, partic-
wlarly in light of a 200305
state deficit ostimated at §2.6
billion to $4.3 billicn,

Commuter rail ean provide
transportation options to a va-
rioty of workers, from those
without jobs or cars to two-ca-
reer couples where one spouse
works in Milwaukee and the
other works in Raecine, said
Petor Deitzel, vieo president of
the Metropolitan Milwaunkee
Assoelation of Commerce.

Based on other communi-
ties’ oxperiences, authorities
expect new shops and restan-
rants to Sé)ring up around sta-
tions, sald Roger Caron, presi-
dent of Racine Area Manufac-
turers and Commerce,

In Cudahy, officials believe a
station at Kingnn and Barnard
avenues could help thelr plans
to rovitalize their downtown
with office and retail develop-
Ay Sohomie. U

Yy eco en
coordinater, That station also
Sernationsl Aport by shoti
ternatio uttle
buses, planners say.

In Oak Creek, a train station
near the intersection of state
Highways 32 and 100 “wounld be
the feing on the cake” for the
Lakeview Village plan to re-
vive the Carroltown neighbor-
hood near Bender Park, Mayor
Dale Richards said,

TRAGKS
SDNTH SHORE LINE PONDERED

South Milwaukee officials
also expeet downtown busi
nesses to benefit from a sta-
ton near Milwankee Ave, and
Highway 32, Mayor David
Kieck safd.

Esnosha's HarborPark lake-
front development — linked to
the Metra station by a street-
car line — was built to attract
commuters. And Racine is ren-
ovating an old train station
into a new transit center that
officials hope will aid down-
town redevelopment.

But costs are a major issue
for Gov. Jim Doyle and his
nominee for transportation
secretary, Frank Dusalaechi,
who have voiced comcern
about spending money for rall
service when they’re trying to
balance the state hudget with-
out new taxes or foes,

Richards and Kieck said
they share those concemms,
evan though they support com-
muter raji,

“Christmas is over with”
Richards said. “People have
got 1o wake up and realize the
state has some major fiscal
problems here”

Howewer, Bettzel and Vacea-
ro said major investments
won't be needed for several
years, by which timo the
state’s financial condition may
have improved,

Vacearo urged residents and
elected officials to take a far-
sighted view.

*They tried to stop Colun-
bus from going across the
ocean, {oo, but he went,” Vac-
caro sajd,

Commuter rall facts

Here are answers {o some

frequently asked questions
ahout the Metra extension.

Q. Who wonld run it?
A. The study committee has

awwammmuwm

recormmended that the stte

Department of Transportaton
oversee the rail line and Hre

Metra {0 run it.
Other options would be to
set up a regional ta-

transpo
tion authority with its om
taxing power, or to esiablisi a
joint venture between Milwau-
kee, Racine and Kenosha caun-
ties without creating a rew
AGENCY.

0. Doesn't Amtrak pro-
vide the same service?

A, Not exactly. Amtrak rans
seven daily round trips be
tween Milwaukee and Chicago
on its Hiawatha line, with ad-
ditional stops at Sturtevant
and at Glenview, I,

However, Ken Yunker, as-
sistant director of the planning
commission, has, sajd Amtrak
and Metra would serve differ-
ent markets.

Amtrak appeals to travekers
looking for a quick trip from
one downtown to the other,
while the Metra extension
would serve people traveling
from suburb to eity or sulurh
o suburb, he hag said
ket 6. Chicago-cosin. Soh o

costs $20 an,
takes 1¥ hours on Amirak,
compared with $0.20 and 2%
ﬁgurs on the proposed Metra

2,

0. Would this be light
rail?

A, No. Commuter railroads
generally run diesel tralns on
existing freight railroad
tracks, typieally connecting a
major city and its distant sub-
urbs, primarily during rush

hours.
the tracks often

By contrast, modern light
rail systems run electric wehi-
cles, powered by overhead
wires, all day on new tracks,
usuelly iaid in strests in the
heart of a metropolitan arca.

A third type of rail transit is
heavy rail, such as Chicago’s
elovated and subwey lines,
which run fast electric trains
powered by an electrified third
rail on their own tracks.

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

January 15, 2003
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Proposed commuter line would be one of several crossing
boundaries

JSOnline Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Last Updated: Jan. 11, 2003 January 11, 2003

They're called commuter trains, but they travel farther than commuters usually do.

The commuter rail line under study for Racine County would be one of several nationwide that cross state lines and
metropolitan area boundaries, serving shoppers and tourists as well as a variety of suburb-to-city, city-to-suburb and suburb-
to-suburb commuters.

Typically, commuter trains connect a major city with its most distant suburbs, mainly during rush hours. But as metropolitan
areas have grown across state lines and merged into each other, commuter railroads have followed.

Commuter trains link Baltimore to Washington, D.C.; Boston to Providence, R.1.; Dallas to Fort Worth, Texas; Miami to Fort
Lauderdale, Fla.; and San Francisco to San Jose, Calif.

In addition to connecting Massachusetts to Rhode Island, commuter trains cross from New York into New Jersey and
Connecticut, from Pennsylvania into New Jersey and Delaware, and from the District of Columbia into Maryland, Virginia
and West Virginia,

Nationwide, a total of 19 commuter rail systems operate in the Chicago, New York City, Los Angeles, Washington-
Baltimore, San Francisco-San Jose, Philadelphia, Boston, Dallas-Fort Worth, Miami-Fort Lauderdale, San Diego and
Burlington, Vt., areas.

Metra's Union Pacific North Line - the one that could be extended to Racine and Milwaukee - already crosses from 1llinois
into Wisconsin to reach Kencsha, while the system's South Shore Line serves northwestem Indiana.

A special taxing district finances Metra's Indiana operations. Metra, which is otherwise funded by Illinois taxpayers, has said
it would need backing from Wisconsin state or local taxpayers to expand north of Kenosha.

But Wisconsin taxpayers are not paying for service to Kenosha, because Metra officials found it would be more expensive to
stop the trains at the border and build a new facility for turning them around than to keep running to Kenosha,

Elsewhere in Wisconsin:

o The Dane County Board voted Thursday to start preliminary engineering on a $188.6 million rail line, and the
Madison Common Council is scheduled to take up the issue Jan. 21, A study committee recommended the 11-mile
line from Middleton through the isthmus to the East Towne shopping center, backed by a $53.4 million countywide
express bus network.

o A feasibility study has found it would be cost-effective to extend Metra from Harvard, I11., to Clinton, in Rock
County, and Sharon, in Walworth County, for $18.8 million. State Sen. Judy Robson (D-Beloit) is seeking state and
Rock County Board support for a detailed study of that project.

e Two other attempts to extend Metra into Wisconsin failed in 2001, when feasibility studies found they wouldn't be
cost-effective. One line would have run from Antioch, 1., to Burlington and Silver Lake, and the other would have
run from Fox Lake, Ill., to the viilages of Walworth and Zenda, both in Walworth County.

- Larry Sandller
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Recapturing past of a historic hub

Anticipating commuter rail, Racine OKs plan to restore old depot

By JENNIE TUNKIEICZ
Jtunkieicz@ journalsentinel.com

JSOline Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

January 11, 2003

Last Updated: Jan. 11, 2003

Racine - Boarded up and a bit battered, the old Chicago and North Western train depot here is closer to regatning its former

glory as an important comerstone for the near north side neighborhood and as a trangportation center for Racine.

If the plaoned commurter rail extension from Chicago to Milwaukee becomes a reality, the depot will again be a key part of

the regional transportation system.

The Racine Common Council on Tuesday gave Mayor James Smith authority tc sign a
$183,436 contract with Isthmus Architecture of Madison to develop the plans 10 restore the
1902 train depot.

The contract proposal goes to Gov. Jim Doyle's office for final approval because state money
is involved in the plan.

The actual renovation is expected to cost about $1.6 million, most of which will come from
state and federal grants. The renovated depot cold be open as early as summer 2004,

Renovating the depot is one of several phases in a project to create a transit huh for Racine.
The plan includes:

e Developing a transit center in the 1400 block of State St. at a cost of about $3 million.
The center would have canopy-covered bays for 20 buses and plexiglass screens to
protect waiting passengers from the weather.

Space could be available for other transportation services, such as Wisconsin Coach Lines.

e Landscaping the area at a cost of about $700,000.
» Creating a parking area for about 130 vehicles for $208,000.

Michael Glasheen, the city’s transit planner, said Racine has been in need of a centralized
location for inter-city bus eonnections, and this location is well svited for that Ppurpose.

"When commuter rail becomes a reelity, this will be just a fantastic connection for all
residents of the city of Racine and across the area," Glasheen said. "People can get to the city
on a bus and get on a train to go wherever they need to go."

Even if the Chicago-to-Milwaukee commuter rail expansion project is not approved,
renovating the depot will provide a valuable service for people waiting for buses, Glasheen
said.

Glasheen said the depot will have restrooms and space for vendors, and perhaps amenities like
a coffee shop or other services for travelers.

The city is working with Ron Haarsma to purchase the depot. Haarsma, a Racine businessman,
and his late father, James, purchased the depot about 20 years ago. The depot was officially
closed in 1971,

"I think it's great what the city wants & do with it," Haarsma said of the renovation plan.

The Hazrsma family had saved the depot from the wrecking ball after neighbors had
complained that it had become a hangout for eriminals, Haarsma said. There had been a
groundswell of support from pecple to save the building, and Preservation Racine had secured
the depot recognized by the National Register of Historic Places.

"My dad and I were antique buffs, so we decided to save it in hopes that somewhere down the
line someone would be able to use it,” Haarsma said. "It's nice that we were able to do this for
the city. I really feel good about that. It's a obe of a kind."

Keith Kohlmann of Racine, who is with the Chicago and North Western Historica) Society,
said the Racine depot is historically significant. It was designed by Frost and Granger
Architects.of Chicago as one of a series of depots built along the C&NW line as gateways to
communities, Kohlmann said. Continued on page 36

Depot
Restoration

Ragine's rall depot eould ba
& koy hubx it a commuter rail
senvice Is approved.

Michacl Glashean, transit
planner for the City of
Racine, says Racing has
besn in need of a
cantralized kosation for
inter-city bus connections,
and rencvaling the ¢ity's old
Chicago and Nonh Weslem
train depot would ereate a
location well sulted for that
purpose.

Racine's rail depot, bullt in
1502, may be restored to its
original use.

Quotable

46 When commuter
rall becomes a
reality, this will be
just a fantastic
connection for all
residents of the City
of Racine. 9%

- Michael Glasheen,
transit planner for
the City of Racine
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Continued from page 35

"What is significant about it is it is the only one that has survived in its original state," he said.

Kohlmann said the depot was slated to be demolished several times over the years. That it has survived in such good
condition is a testimony to the good works of Chicago and North Western employees, Preservation Racine and other
supporters of historic buildings and the Haarsma farnily, he said.

"It's also a testimony to how well it was built that it was essentially left to the elements for 25 years and does not even have
any cracks in the bricks," Kohimann said.

Charlie Quagliana, senior preservation architect for Isthimus Architecture, which will be doing the restoration planning, said
that out of the eight or nine train depots the firm has worked on, this is one of the largest. This depot was designed ata
transitional time when depots were going from small, wood-frame structures to ones of size and grandeur.

"There aren't many of these left, the titanic, luxury version of train depots,” Quagliana said.

It is also unusual for a former train depot to be used as a train depot again, Quagliana said. Most renovated depots become
restaurants or office space, he said.

"I think the great thing about this project, and what interests me the most. is that we will be returning it to its past to an active
use.” he said.

Quagliana said that if the state moves quickly to approve the contraet, the firm could begin its active planning in mid-
Febrary,

Renovating the depot and creating the bus transit center is alse part of a larger effort to revitalize the near north side
neighborhood, an effort being led by the City Development Department and the Racine Housing and Neighborhood
Partnership Inec.

The city has purchased other buildings surrounding the depot site that are slated for demolition, said Brian Q'Connel), city
development director.

“We really expect 10 see a big difference in the next few years at the western end of State St. and the railroad tracks,”
O'Connell sajd.

A Save-a-Lot grocery store and a McDonald's Restaurant are slated 40 open near the depot in the fall, O'Connell said.
O'Connell pointed to other developments in the area - renovation of the former Western Publishing site for Next Generation

Now, a day care center, and the 21st Century Preparatory School, and the renovated Garfield Elementary School, which will
open in the fall.

The transit hub provides a great accompaniment for the other development in the area, he said.
"I think it's a great gateway for people in the area and for Racine as a whole," O'Connell said.

As the Racine Housing and Neighborhood Partnership moves its revitalization efforts from the W. 6th St. area to the near
north side neighborhood, renovation of the train depot is an exciting prospect, said Mary Deth Aldrich, program director.

*From an organizational perspective, it's really exciting, not only for the message it sends to the neighborhood as people see
that kind of renovation of the depot, but also for the economic opportunity to come if commuter rail becomes 4 reality,” she
said.



Give commuter rail a look

True visionaries resist the temptation to
see only what's in front of them and force
themselves instead to squint hard and try to
peer into the future. Advocates of commuter
rail have been doing exactly that. They real-
ize that in the near future, people in dense-
ly populated areas will likely need to rely
on both roads and rail to get around effi-
ciently.

As a result, they’re wisely advoeating an
extension of Chicago’s Metra commuter
trains from Kenosha to Racine and Milwau.
kee. Fortunately, the idea was supported
last month by an advisory committee of the
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning
Commission.

Specifically, the SEWRPC panel recormn-
mended a medium-level commuter rail serv-
ice at a cost of $152.1 million. The feds
would pay for 80% of construction costs and
about $5 million of the annual $15.4 million
1in net operating costs. The state would pay
for $10.4 million in operating expenses.
Fares would contribute another 15% to 17%
in revenue.

The service would provide about 4,100
weekday rides each week or about 1.1 mil-
lion trips a year from Kenosha to Milwau-
kee with stops in Cudahy, South Milwau-
kee, Oak Creek, the. Town of Caledonia and
the Town of Somers, (Commuter rail relies
on full-size trains running on existing
freight rail tracks between a major ¢ity and
its distant suburbs.)

Many rail cynics routinely argue that no
matter what form it takes, rail will never
“work here. They need a remedial history

course. It wasn’t all that long ago when
commuter rail played a big role in interur-
ban transportation in southeastern Wiscon-
sin. But we also understand, as a recent poll
by the National Association of Realtors con-
firmed, that in order to attract riders, mod-
ern commauter rail must be convenient, safe
and accessible.

One of the continuing myths about rail is
that the people who embrace it are free-
spending dreamers. Not true. Among the
many companies solidly behind this project
are 8.C. Johnson & Son Inc., Miller Brewing
Co., We Energies, CNH Global and Super
Steel Corp. What they and area business or-
ganizations — including the Metropolitan
Milwaukee Association of Commerce, the
Greater Milwaukee Association of Realtors
and the Racine Area Manufacturers and
Commerce, realize is that commuter rail
will stimulate economic development by
making it easier for workers to get to their
jobs and for visitors and other patrons to
get to their destinations.

The advisory committee suggests the
state take a lead role in this endeavor.
That's appropriate since this state spends
only $15 per resident on transit for every
3100 spent on highways, far less than Ili-
nois. But there is a hitch — money; the
state doesn’t have nearly enough right now,
for transportation or anything else. But
state officials must not use that as an ex-
cuse o crawl into a fiscal bunker and forget
about the future. Being a visionary, after
all, also means thinking boldly.

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

January 6, 2003
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With Doyle as conductor, trains may get less push

Incoming administration
has shown mild support
for Amtrak, commuter rail

By LARRY SANDLER
Isandler@journalsentinel.com

If you think passenger trains
are a liberal idea, consider this;
The outlook for passenger rail
seemed far brighter under for-
mer Republican Gov. Tommy G.
Thompson than under Democrat-
ic Governor-elect Jim Doyle.

Where Thompson was a tire-
less cheerleader for Amtrak,
Doyle and his nominee for trans-
portation secretary, Frank Busa-
lacchi, have been lukewarm in
their support for maintaining
and expanding Amtrak service
and adding commuter rail lines.

In reality, support for Amtrak
and commuter rail has long
crossed party and ideclogical
lines. And the differences be-
tween the Thompson and Doyle
administrations have less to do
with political philosophy than
with financial realities and per-
sonal preferences.

Thompson loves traing, He
served two stints on the Amtrak
board and clung to his chairman-
ship for four months after being
named U.S. health and human
services secretary, until yielding
to White House pressure to give
up his seat to Transportation
Secretary Norman Mineta.

Under Thompson, the state
boosted its aid to Amtrak's Mil-
waunkee-to-Chicago Hiawatha
line, bought the dowmtown Mil-
waukee train station, led the
drive for a Midwestern high-
speed rail system, started plan-
ning a second Milwaukee depot
at Mitchell International Airport
and temporarily extended Am-
trak service to the western sub-

urbs as a test

of commuter INSIDE
rail. B Wisconsin
Democratis Tl projects: A
Gov.) Tony list of Amtrak
Earl was no Semvice issues and
friend of the commuter rail
rail passenger studies for 2003.
service. 2B
Tommey

Thompson
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was probably our biggest cham-
pion,” said Dave Rasmussen,
spokesman for the Wisconsin As-
sociation of Railroad Passengers
and a Democrat.

Doyle and Thompson’s GOP
successor, outgeing Gov. Scott
McCallum, have said they sup-
port passenger rail, but without
Thompson's passion. And after
Doyle nominated Busalacchi,
Milwaukee Mayor John O. Nor-
quist and the Sierra Club de-
nounced them for backing bigger
freeways over expanding public
transit.

But Doyle has stressed that his
top priority is plugging a 2003-'05
state deficit of $2.6 billion to $4.3
billion without breaking his
campaign promise not to raise
taxes. Adding new programs —
and perhaps even keeping cur-
rent service — may not fit into
that goal.

“I think trains are a good idea,
but where is the money going to
come from?" Busalacchi said
shortly after his nomination.

However, Pete Beitzel, vice
president of the Metropolitan
Milwaukee Association of Com-
merce, and Dave Trowbridge, a
Madison transportation planner,
point out that commuter rail
projects in southeastern Wiscon-
sin and Dane County won't need
major state investments for sev-
eral years. By then, Beitzel said,
the siate should be in better
shape.

Funding already is in place to
remodel the dowmtown Milwau-
kee depot and replace Amtrak’s
Sturtevant depot, and support-
ers hope to win federal money
for the airport station as well,
said Randy Wade, a state rail
planner.

Rasmussen, Wade and com-
muter rail backers said they
hoped Doyle and Busalacchi
would change their minds as

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
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they learn more about the bene-
fits of passenger rail in easing
traffic and stimulating develop-
ment.

Nationally, Amtrak faces an
uncertain fate. Congress is de-
bating whether it should be re-
structured. A leading Amtrak
critic, Sen. John McCain (R-
Ariz.), will play a major role in
that debate as Senate Commerce
Committee chairman. And Min-
eta and President Bush are
asking states to pick up some
costs now paid by the federal
government,

WISCONSIN RAIL PROJECTS

AMTRAK SERVICE

Current lines: Outgoing state
Department of Transportation officials
have proposed a 2003-'05 budget
that would freezé Wisconsin's
Hiawatha contribution at $4 million a
year. It's not clear if that would reduce
or kill Hiawatha service.

Wisconsin's other Amirak route, the
Empire Builder, from Chicago to the
Pacific Northwest, receives no state
support.

Airpart station: Congress has
appropriated $2.5 million to build an
Amtrak station at Mitchell International
Airport, and Sen. Herb Kohl {D-Wis.)

. has won committee support for

another $5 million, If the rest of
Congress agrees, construction could
start in 2003, and the depot could
open in 2004, said Randy Wade, 2
state rail planner.

Downtown station: Work is to begin
in 2003 on remodeling the downtown
Amtrak station, with $2.5 million in
state and federal money and $1.4
million in private money, Wade said.
Alter the first phase ends in 2004, the
depat could handle existing Amtrak
and intercity bus service, plus any
future high-speed or commuter trains.

Sturtevant station: Wade said he
expects work to start in 2003 on
replacing the aging Sturtevant station,
Issues raised by Canadian Pacific
Railway, which owns the tracks, have
delayed the praject and boosted its
cost from $1.3 million to $2.1 millicn
in federal and village money.

High-speed rail: Former Gov.
Tommy G. Thompson had hoped a
110-mph Amtrak line from Milwaukes
to Madison would open in 2003. But
that $176 million project has stalled
as state officials seek federal aid for
most of the costs. Also on hold is the
rest of the $4.1 billion Midwest
Regiona! Rail Initiative, a nine-slate
system of fast, frequent trains,

COMMUTER RAIL STUDIES

Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee:
Public hearings are likely early in 2003
on extending Chicage's Metra
commuter trains from Kenosha to
Racine and Milwaukee, at a cost of
$152.1 million. A study committee
recommended the 33-mile line, with
additional stops at Cudahy, South
Milwaukes, Oak Creek, the Town of
Caledonia and the Town of Somers.

Dane County: The Madison Common
Council and the Dane County Board
could vote next month on whether to
start preliminary engineering on a
$188.6 million commuter rail line. A
study committes recommended the
11-mile line from Middleton through
the isthmus to the East Towne
shopping center, backed by a $83.4
million countywide express bus
network.

Rock County: State Sen. Judy
Robsen (D-Beloit) is seeking state and
Rock County support for 2 detailed
study of extending Metra from
Harvard, |ll., to Clinton, in Rock
County, and Sharon, in Walworth
County. A preliminary study found that
it would be feasible to extend the line
for $18.8 million,



Commuter rail makes sense for Milwaukee

commuter rail line should be ex-

tended from Kenosha into Milwau-
kee, Jet us point out that this proposal is
not light rail. It's also not some Liberal,
namby-pamby “green” effort to steal
Wisconsinites' personal vehicles from
our motorists’ clenched grips.

Taking the train would be purely vol-

untary, and building the infrastructure
relatively inexpensive. The concept has

the support of busi-
The state of ness groups, in-
. cluding the Metrc-
WIscﬂﬂSill po]ltan Milwaukee
should view
thisasa

Association of
project with

Commerce, the
Greater Milwaukee
regional —
not just

Association of Real-
local —

tors and Raclne
benefits.

0 n the subject of whether the Metra

Area Manufactur-
ers & Commerce,
Major employers in-~
cluding Miller
Brewing, CNH, We
Energles, GE Med-
ical Systems and
5.C. Johnson are on board. It's also
backed by Republican Milwaukee Coun-
ty Bxecutive Scott Walker.

8o, yes, we join that chorus to support
the concept of commuter ratl.

It would provide the Milwaukee area
with one more transportation: link to
our big economic brother to the south,
Chicago, and several points in between,
It would spur development in Racine
County and southern Milwaukee Coun-
ty. It would add another element to the
“transportation hub” at the planned
upgrade of the Milwaukee Amtrak sta-
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tion. It would give employers another
bargeintng chip in recruiting profes-
sional-level staff to the Milwaukee area
because spouses of those professionals
could work anywhere with access to the
Metra line.

The commuter rall issue is merging
into the public’s consciousness because
an advisory committee to the South-
eastern Wisconsin Regional Planning
Commission issued its recommenda-
tions in mid-December, The committee
proposes seeking federa) funding to
cover 80 percent of the estimated
%152 million cost to Inprove the Unlon
Pacific freight tracks and build enongh

Milwaukee, Business Journal
December 27, 2002

C'MON, BUDDY, GET
A MOVE ONJ HORRY 1T N N
‘l’} WOULD YA?? YOU'RE ¥

HOLDING EVERYBODY s
SOME OF US HAVE PLACES
TO BE, YOU KNOW/ZZ..

NN~
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trains to carry seven round trips per
weekday. The next step will be public
hearings on the study and final recom-
mendations.

Then comes the difficult part: deter-
mining local and state funding sources
and amounts. After accounting for in-
come from fares, the Kenosha-to-Mil-
waukee extension will cost an estimated
$15 million per year to run.

It's a small price to pay for the benefits
derived, and the state of Wisconsin, §-
nanctally strapped as it is, should view
this as a project with regional — not
just local — benefits.

Did we mention it's not light rail?
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Panel endorses $152 million plan
to extend rail service through area

By Mark Dudzik
STAFF WRITER

Some $152 million should be
spent by the federal and state
government to bring commuter
train service from Chicago
through Racine County and into
Milwaukee, according to an
advisory panel.

Meeting last week at the Racine
County complex in lves Grove, the
panel endorsed an extension of the
Metra rail service into the
southeastern Wisconsin area.

The $152 million needed to
extend the service nporth from the
City of Kenosha will, according o
the panel, buy the area a medium
level of service.

The public is expected fo get a
chance to weigh in on the
proposal in February, when public
hecarings will be scheduled to
discuss the panel’s
recommendation,

Under the proposal, ridership
fares will cover only 17 percent of
the total cost of the Metra line,
which is projected at $15.4
million a year.

Of the remaining balance, the
Federal government is expected to
cover around $5 million of that
cost with the state picking up the
additional charges not covered by
the ridership.

County Executive Jean
Jacobson, who has been following
the issue but has not had a chance
to view the recent
recommendation, views the
proposed commuter rail system as
beneficial to the county.

“It’s one of those issves that
there’s no doubt that it would be

good for the community,” she
said. “Most of the benefits —
certainly without a doubt — would
be to the eastern end of the county.

“But it would provide an
opportunity to 1-94 and it would
provide an opportunity to people
to come 1o Racine County to work
and for residents of our county to
work in other counties.”

The Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commission
(SEWRPC) cstimates that under
the medium Jevel system
recommended, a fotal of around
1.1 million trips annually would
be made on the route from
Chicago to the three-county area.

Passengers would be able to
catch the train at a total of five
stops, with the Town of Caledonia
being the closest depot for western
Racine County residents.

While the theory of a high-
speed rail system sounds feasible
on paper, the challenge proponents
of the system face is acquiring the
necessary endorsement from state
ofticiais neeaed to approve the
expendilure.

Given the impending billion-
dollar budget crunch’ which the
state will be forced to confront
next year, allocating funds for a
service which would be used for
only a minority of Wisconsin
residents who live here but work
in Illinois could prove to be a
tough sell,

Rather than requiring the
construction of new rail lines, the
Metra system currently operates
on existing freight rails.

Burlington, Standard Press
December 19, 2002



Our PERSPECTIVE

Keep churning ahead
on commuter rail plan

The proposal to extend commuter rail
service to link Chicago, Racine and
Milwaukee took an important step last week
when it won the formal endorsement of an
advisory panel of elected officials,

aausflfmsspeople and municipal government

But the very next day Governor-elect Jim
Doyle; who was in town to solicit ideas for
cutting the state’s expenditures and trying to
balance a budget weighted heavily with a $2.6
billion deficit, was a little less receptive to
the notion of state help.

“Let’s just be very practical right now,” said
Doyle. “In the next four or five months Pve
got to balance a budget and there is not a lot
of money around for these sorts of things.”

We commiserate with the governor-elect
and his attempts to deal with the state's
budget woes.

And we appreciate his lip service to the rail
link — calling it “very important” and saying
the state should plan for it.

We would submit as well that an extended
commuter rail line running up the lakeshore
from Chicago to Milwaukee is vital to the
that xtending sorvios Wil no gy chompur

t ing service will not grow
over time; and that — America’s
longstanding love affair with the automobile
notwithstanding — southeastern Wisconsin
and the Chicago area are in dire need of a
more balaneed transportation system.

Wisconsin’s Interstate highway corridor
here has grown busier and busier in the past
decade and is only a step or two behind the
jammed highways and ever-extended drive
times in the Chicago area. That pressure on
our transportation systems will not abate in
the years ahead and we need to move ahead
now ta deal with it.

The proposal advanced by the advisory
panel last week is not the high-end model. It
calls for extending the Metra run north from

Kenosha with seven trains per day in each
direction. The cost to establish service is
estimated at $152 million with operating costs
of about $18.6 million per year.

The proposal now goes to public hearing in
February and must also be approved by
municipal and county governments.

Many of those dollars — up to 80 percent —
are expected to come from the federal
government, which would also subsidize
about a third of the annual operating costs,
Fares would pay for perhaps 15 to 17 percent
of the operating costs, according to the
report

That still leaves some financial gaps —
including just how much the state would be
willing (and able) to add to the pot. Those
issues will no doubt take considerable
discussion.

And while the state is grappling with a
deficit right now, the planning for commuter
rail extension will take time and actual
service would not commence for four to
seven years so the planning and publie
approval process should move ahead at a
steady pace.

The price tag is not a small one, to be sure,
but when we lock at that we should put it in
perspective by looking at costs of
alternatives.

Widening or expanding our interstate
system would be one such option — and that
is not cheap eithm('i Milwaukee is currently
struggling with a deteriorating
interchange, the crossroads at the heart of
the city, and the price tag for rebuilding that
is estimated at $1.5 billion — a cost ten times
that of extending commuter rail.

A balanced transportation system with
commuter rail would give southeastern
Wisconsin residents better transit options,
enhance opportunities for business within the
metro areas and would in time likely extend
to link Madison and Green Bay as well, -

Racine, Journal-Times
December 18, 2002
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Commuter rail extension backed

Panel supports expanding service to Milwaukee, Racine
By JENNIE TUNKIEICZ

junkicicz@journalsentinel eom

Last Updated: Dee, 14, 2002

Tves Grove - Several Racine County leaders are hopeful that a recommendation 1o extend Chicago's commuter il service
from Kenosha to Racine and Milwaukee at a cost of $152.1 million will become & reality.

An advisory panel, which includes Racine County representatives, made the recommendation Wednesday after reviewing the
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission's commuter rail study during a mieeting at the county's Ives Grove
Office Complex.

The state should be the lead agency in planning for the expansion, and state and federal money should pay for the operating
costs, the pane recommended at the meeting,

Public hearings cn the commuter rail study are expectad to begin in February.

The penel is recommending 2 medium level of commuter rail service, at $152,1 million, which would include vehicles,
stations, track and signals, storage and servicing. High-level service would cost $224.8 million, the report states.

Commuter reilroads such as Metra ran full-size trains on existing freight mil tracks between a major city and its suburbs.

Joseph Clementi, Town of Mount Pleasant chairman, who serves on the advisory committee, said 2 high level of service
should be endorsed, but other panel members supported a more conservative approach. The panel eould amend its
recommendation if it hears from the public that a greater service leve) is preferred, SEWRPC officials said.

Clementi said after the meeting that he understands the committee's recommendation is based on the idea that it might be
eesier to get the money for the medium service level. *But the higher you reach, if you fall 2 little bit short, it's not so bad. If
you start at the middle, you might end up at the bottom,” he said.

Clement] sces commuter rail as a ctitical link for building Racine County's economy.

"People need to move much mere freely in this corridor,” he said. "We only have one option now and that's the antomobile, I
don't think a large portion of the community is interested or willing in using a bus service. I think they are more apt to use a
train"

Other Recine County officials serving on the panel urged that the process to approve a commuter rail service extension move
more quickly.

Racine Mayor James Smith told cther committee members that the discussions already had dragged on for too long.

Federal money would pey for 80% of construction costs and about $5 million of the net operating costs, estimated at $15.4
million a year. The state would pay £10.9 million for net operating casts. Fares would cover 15% to 17% of operating costs,
the study projected,

U_nder & medium-service scenario, the rall service would provide about 4,100 weekday rides during the week, or 1.14 million
trips a yeur, SEWRPC estimates. A high level of service would provide up to 5,100 weekday trips, or 1.4 million trips a year.

Stops would include Cudahy, South Milwaukes, Oak Creek, the Town of Caledonia and the Town of Somers, in addition to
Racine and Milwaukee,

Panel member Jack Schultz, St. Francis city engineer, voted against the recommendation. Schultz said he was not prepared to
east a vote on behalf of his community without hearing from the community first,

State Department of Transportation officials serving on the panel - Kenneth Leonard and Edward Friede - abstained from the
vote. The new state administration has not weighed in on the swdy.

Rosemary Pouer, director of community cutreach for the Southeastem Wisconsin Coalition for Transit Now, said she was
pleased that the cofmittee supported commuter raj).

“Commuter tail is the best alternative, and the economic benefits outweigh the costs,” Potter said. "Commuter rail is an
essentia| investment in our local and regional economies.”

The advisory committce will meet ot 10 am, Jan, 15 in Jves Grove to review a summciry of the SEWRPC { t the
times and dates for public hearings. ary of report and se

JSOnline Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
December 15, 2002




State funding for Metra likely: Doyle expansion not

NEWS STAFF

RACINE — The idea of
connecting Chicago to Mil-
waukee with an expanded
Metra commuter rail line
has merits, but state fund-
ing for the estimated $152.1
million project can’t be
considered for the time
being because of the state’s
budget crunch, Gov.-elect
James Doyle said Thurs-

“I am not in a position
where we are going to be
looking around for huge
expenditures,” Doyle said
outside a public meeting
about ways to make up a
projected $4.3 billion state
budget shortfall. “The
money isn't there right
nDW."

On Wednesday, a South-
eastern Wisconsin Region-
al Flanning Commission
advisory committee recoms-
mended extending Metra
ge%m Kenosha to Milwaun-

The recommendation
included wording that the
state would implement the
expansion and-help fund it,
including potentially $10.4
million of its $15.4 million
annual pperating costs.
Representatives from local
governments in Kenosha,
Racine and Milwaukee
counties have said they are
against Iocal funding for
the rail system,

“It's a very important
thing, and if we livedin a

perfect world and we just
had a whole lot of money
right now it’s something
we ought to be thinking
about,” Doyle said. “Hope-
fully, maybe down the
road, when our economic
circumstances are better,
linking Chicagoe and Mil-
waukee through this corri-
dor would be very helpful
to the economy of Wiscon-
sin,

“There are further
future plans about how you
do that as a triangle with
Milwaukee-Madison-Chi-
cago, bow you link to the
Twin Cities. But let’s just

KENOSHA NEWS
December 13, 2002

there is not a lot of money
arounq for these sorts of

Doyle was also asked Thurs-
day about a Wisconsin Policy
Research Institute roport that
recommended charging tolls to
use the Marquette Interchange
in downtown Milwaukee as a
way to fund the interchange’s
reconstruction.

“I have driven on those Ili-
neis toll roads too long,” Doyle
said. “I don’t want any toll
roads in Wisconsin. Imagine
going through the Marquette
Interchange ... from your family
on the north side of Milwankee
to the south side, and yon've got

be very practical right now. In to pay whatever the toll is.
the next four or five months, We're going fo have to find
I've got to balance a budget, and  other ways to finance it.”

Panel calls for Metra service to Milwaukee

The Associated Press

December 12, 2002, 1:59 PM CST

Chicago Tribune
December 12, 2002

IVES GROVE, Wis. -- Chicago’s Metra commuter rail service should be extended from Kenosha to
Racine and Milwaukee at a cost of $152.1 million, an advisory panel said,

The state should be the lead agency in planning for the expansion, and state and federal money should
pay for the operating costs, the panel recommended after reviewing the Southeastern Wisconsin
Regicnal Planning Commission’s commuter rail study during a Wednesday meeting in Racine County.

Public hearings on the planning agency’s commuter rail study are expected to begin in February.

The panel is recommending a medium level of commuter rail service, which would include vehicles,
stations, track and signals, storage and servicing. High-level service would cost $224.8 million, the

report states,

Commuter railroads such as Metra run full-size trains on existing freight rail tracks between a major city
and its distant suburbs. (Currently, Metra's Unjon Pacific North line from downtown Chicago to
Kenosha is the agency's northemmost line, and the only one to extend into Wisconsin.)

Federal money would pay for 80 percent of construction costs and about $5 million of the net operating
costs, estitated to be $15.4 million a year, according to the study,

The state would pay $10.4 million for net operating costs. Fares would cover 15 percent to 17 percent o; -
operating costs, the study projected.

Under a medium-service scenario, the rail service would provide about 4,100 weekday rides, or 1.14
million trips a year, SEWRPC estimates. A high level of service would provide up to 5,100 weekday
trips, or 1.4 million trips a year.

Stops would include Cudahy, South Milwaukee, Oak Creek, the Town of Caledonia and the Town of

Somers.

The new state administration has not weighed in on the study, and a message left for Gov.-elect Jim
Doyle at his office early Thursday was not immediately returned.

But Doyle said during the campaign he wes concerned about spending on new services.
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Panel puts rail extension to Milwaukee back on track

Regional committee
votes to bring plans
to public hearings

KENOSHA NEWS STASF

STURTEVANT — Metra rail
showld be extended from
Eenosha to Milwaukee, and the
state government should work
B preliminary reotmrnendation
a
three years in the making by a
Southeastern '
Regional Planning Commis-
gion committee,

The Kenosha-Racine-Mil-
waukee Corridor transit study
advisory committee voted
Wednesday to bring the propos-
al — estimated to cost $152.1
million to bufld and another
$10.4 million per year to oper-
ate— t0 the public at a saries of
hearings, likaly in February, -

From there, the commitios
will eraft a fina} recommenda-
tion that it will pass om to
SEWRPC and oventually to
county and munieipal govern-
ments in the three ecounties,

“The train is back on the
track,” saiq Fhil Evenson, exce-
utive director of SEWREC.

tation at the Ives Grove Office
Complex cullinadthree options
for expanding transit service
between Kenosha and Milwau-
kee

The cormmittee considered:

A Commuter bus service. It
was by far the cheapest of the
three opticns at $19.4 million to
start and $3.4 million to oper-
ate, but also offered the elowest
comrnute, among other draw-
backs.

B A combination of com-
muter bus and rail service, It
would extend Motra, which
currently ends in Kenosha, to
Racine and rely on bus service
batween Ragine and Milwau:
kee. Startup eosts ranged from
$146.2 million to $266.2 million,
with annual operating eosts

ranging from $12.7 millicn to
' $18.2 million,

W Commuter raf} only. It
would extend Metra's servies to
downtown Milwankee with
stops in between, Like the com-
muter bus/rail eombination,
{wo alternatives were prosent-
od for the rail possibility: high.

The committee voted to recom-
mend the mediom-level sarvice.
Under that plan, rail serviee

ends and holidays, three trains
would mn in each direction for
atotal of six.

All trains would make all
planned stops between Kenosha
and dovmtown Milwaukee:
Somers, Racine, Caledonia,
Gak Creek, South Milwaukes,
and Cudahy-St. Franeds.

In choosing the medinm-
lavel rail plan, the cominittee
also recommended that the
state implement the service
with no funding from loeal gov-
ernments.  (Other options
inelnded having a multi-gov-
ernment-cooperative or rogion-
al transit authority oversee the
rail extension.

ould
likely be provided by the foder

2l government. Under one sce--

nario presented for medimn-
level service, various federal
agencies would kick in 80 per-
cont of the initial start-up cost,
with $76 million of the $152.1
wiilion neeossary eoming from
the Federal Transportation
Administration, State and loeal
governments would then be on
the hook for 20 percent, or
about $30 million. Operating
costs would be taken up mostly

Commission committee on

W Vohicles: $100.8 million
3l Stattons: $10.1 million

B Totak: $152.1 million

Costly alternative

Extending Metra commuter rall servica between Kenosha and Mik
waukee will cost $152.1 million, and that's Just to buiid the system
a3 recommended by a Southeastern Wisconsin Reglonal Planning

Hera Is a closer ook at those costs.

W Track and signals: $37.2 million
M Storago and oervieing: $4 milllon

mmwmmmmmmmmcmm

by the.state, according to one
proposal that had the state gov-
ermment responsible for §10.4
million of the $15.4 million nec-
essary to keep up the rafl line,
While most at Wednesday’s
advisory committes meeting
made it clear that no local fund-
ing could or would be provided
for the project, Caledonia Town
Chairwoman Susan Greenfield
gaid all funding options must be
meomlﬂeted, including local dol-

“That ruust be on the table,”
she sald.

Department of
ﬁanspm‘t:r';idon'l Bureac;lf ﬂ:)f
Planning a member e
transit study committes,

“But I am not going to make
any assumptions,” Leonard
said, “The new administration
may foel that this is a high
enough state priority {to fund it
still ; mtﬁ'ﬂ‘ njgé o

something going to
have to be debated by the public
and obviously the new governor
and his legislature.”

Leonard said he asked Gov.
elect James Doyle to take a look
at his fransit project funding
poHey as part of his transition
to power.

A Doyle spokestnan did not

that such decisions would be
hashed out at the local govern-
ment level. The public hearings
will also be helpful in ganging
gupport for the plan and how it
will be paid far.

Fred Patrie, chalrman of the
committee and Kenosha Coun-
ty's publie works director, safd
he hopes the committeo can
have a final recommendation

KENOSHA NEWS
December 12, 2002

for SEWRPC in March or April.
That recommendation would be
usad to seck federal funding for
the projeet if local governments
sign off on it.

Patrie is 4 strong snpporter of
therail concept.

County Executive Allan Kehl
and Mayor John Antaramian
have also backed the project,
along with a number of politi-
cians, educational and husiness
leaders from Kenosha, Racine
and Milwaukee counties.
thPau-ni;j; salc}she is just happy

e project is moving along,
Delays in receiving an adequate
report from a consultant played
arole in a nearly 16-month gap
between meetings of the adviso-
ry

“I am not sure I belioved we
would be at this point at Dec, 11,
2002,” Patrie said.

Said Racine Mayor Jarnes
Smith: “It's been a long jour-
ney.”

And the journey is just begin-
ning. It will likely be five years
ormombefomanylt\)lfetratmlns
arg running north of Kenosha,
if at all, offieials have said,

The project has heen dis
cussed on and off for more than
adecade.

“We need to move forward,”

said “Tdon’t want to
study this thing to death.”



Advisory group says yes to commuter rail for area

BY DAVID STEINKRAUS
Joumnal Times

muters would ride buses between
Milwaukee and Racine, where
theywoﬂd transfer to or from

A bus-only systern would have
only one advantage, and that is

“In my mind, the only alterna-
tive that really mests all of the
objectives of the study is the full
commuter rail service,” said Jeof-
frey Mantes, chief planning devel-
cpment engincer for the city of
Milwaulcoe,

The medium level of rail serv-

jce suggested by the colnmittec
would mean seven frains per day
in each direction. The cost to
establish this service would be
ahout $152 million, and the annu-
glloperaﬁngeostwwldbeabom

8.6 million, aecording to an
analysis prepared by a eonsultant
for SEWRPC.

Joe Clementi, chairman of the
Mount Pleasant Town Board,
quftionedvgl:ﬂxerthemdimn

would be enough. not
lookﬂtAl.al'ﬂgherlevelafwrly
he sald, *It’s never gaing to get
any cheaper.®

The higher level would be 15
trains in each dirsction per day,
Start-up cost would be ahout $235
million, and annual operating
costs would be ahout 327 million.

Ridership projeets from SEWR-
PCs consultant, projections
basedo:anoﬂg in the
nation, 4,100 trips dai
bers from the 2000 census show
that only 6 people in Caledonia,
Mount FPlessant and Racine

The Journal Times
December 12, 2002

said.

Paying for the service is anoth-
er question, SEWRPC staff said
there are several options, most of
m rely heavily on federal

‘From a local perspective, we
would like not to have to eon-
tribute,” said Susan Greenfield,
chair of the Caledonia Town
Board and a member of the
‘committee,

“T want to meke it clear that

ple from leaving and enable tal-
ented people to come to Racine

Nameha
Kenosha city
Milwaukes dity

Bloomfiald town
Salem town
Caledonia town

Madison i

Racine city
Genoa City village

Rib Mountain town
Randall town
Greenfield clty
Linn town

Elm Grove village
Twin 42kes village
Walmwatosa city

Pleasant Prairie village

West Milwaukee village
Mount Pleasant town

ty
Fontana-on-Geneva Lake village

Paddock Lake viltage

Solitary Commuters

Total workers 16 and clder
42,253
249,869
8,018
2,704
4,964
12,235
2,127
11,375
119,707
931
35,175
981
1,578
4122
1,533
18,723
1,036
2,625
2379
24,299

Pt. drove alone
80,51%
68.76%
85.78%
82.14%
86.42%
88.73%
77.15%
87.81%
65.74%
79.38%
78.30%
82.47%
87.39%
86.90%
85.52%
86.16%
76.93%
84.69%
87.10%
84.65%

Source (both graphics); LS. Censu’s Burcau
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Commuter rail extension supported

Panel backs running
Chicago service past
Kenosha to Milwaukee

By JENME TUNKIEXCZ
Junideicz@joumalsentinel.com

Ives Grove — Chicago’s com.
muter x;.g:ervice shoul] be ex-

The state should be the lead
ageney in planning for tho ex-
pansjon, and state and fedaral
money should pay for the oper-
ating costs, the panel recom-
mended after reviewing the
Southeastern Wisconsin Re-
gional Planning Commission's
commuter rail study during a
meating in Racine County.

Public hearings on the plan.
ning agency's commuter rail
study are expected to begin in
February.

service, at $152.1 million, which
would include wehicles, sta-
tlons, track and signals, storage
and servicing. High-level serv-
ice would cost £224.8 million,
the report states.

Joseph Clementl, Town of
Mount Pleasant chairman, said
the panel should recommend a
high level of service, but other
pane]l members supported a
more conservative approach.
The panel could amend its rec-
ommendation if it hears from
the public that a greater service
lovel is preferred, SEWRPC offi-

W

1.14 mlllon trips per yoar

cials gald.

Federal money would pay for
8% of .construction costs and
about 35 million of the net oper-
ating costs, estimated to be
$16.4 million a year. The state
would pay $10.4 million for net

ulgg' to 17T% of ope:’a.g]n}g
cover o o
costs, the stady projected.

Under a medium-gervico sce-
narlo, the rail service would
provide about 4,100 weekday
rides during the week, or
114 million trips a year, SEW-
RPC estimates. A high level of
service wowld provide up to
5,100 weekday trips, or L4mil-
lion trips a year.

Stops would include Cudahy,
South Milwaukee, Oak Creck,
the Town of Caledonia and the
Town of Somers,

Pane] member Jack Schulte,
5t. Francis eity engineer, voted
against the recommendation.
Schultz said he was not prepar-
ed to cast a vote on behalf of his
community without hearing

provided, and stops would
incluco Cudehy, South Miwewlkee, Oek Creok, Calocomia and Somers,

and Edward Friede — abstained
from the vote, The new state ad-
ministration has not welghed in
on the study, 2md Govurnor-
elect Jim Doyle could not he
reached for comment Wednes-
day. Doyle said during the cam-
spendg o servl
on new ces.
Potter, direetor of
community cutreach for the
Southeastern Wisconsin Coali-
tion for Transit Now, said she
was plaased the econmittee sup-
fted commuter rail,
“Commmuter rail is the beet al-

our
local and regional economies.”

The advisory commitioe will megt at
108.m. Jan, 15 In Mes Grove 1 roview a
sumimary of the SEWRPC report and sat
the times and dates for public hoarings.

Passengers leave 2 Metra train from Chicago after 1t arrives Wednesday In Kenosha, An advisory panel has
recommended that the service be extended to Racine and Milwaukes at a cost of $152.1 million.

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

December 12, 2002
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COMMISSION NEWS RELEASES

News Release No. (3-04
April 3, 2003
Page 2

SOUTHEASTERN ~ WISCONSIN ~ REGIONAL  FLANNINGE COMMISSION

W23F W81 2 ROCKWICD CRIVE « FC BOX 607 « WAUKESHA, W 2167 1407-  TELEPHONE {262) 547.6721
FA {262} 547-1102

Thursday, May 1, 2003
Cudahy City Hall-Couneil Chambers
5050 8. Lake Drive

News Release Cuicry, Wi

April 8, 2003
Release No. 0304
The first part of each meeting will be an “cpen honse™ format from 4:00 pm. to 6:00 p.m., and will

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For more information, provide an opporiunity ta meet one-on-otie or in small groups with study saff to ask questions and
coatact Kenncth R. Yunker,
Asgigtant Director, at provide feedback and inpul on the study, particularly concerning the preliminary recommendations, A
{262) 547-6721 or presenzation will be made by study staff at 6:00 p.m, followed at 6:30 p.m. by a public hearingr providing
kyunker @sewrpe org

a forum for public camment in “town tall” format. Citizens may also submit writien comments by Friday
- . May 16. 2003, to be inciuded in the Study Record of Public Comments. To provide written comments on
PUBLIC MEETINGS AND HEARINGS SCHEDULED FOR KENOSHA-RACINE- ) . .
MILWAUEEE CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY the study, and specifically the preliminary recommendations, citizens should contact:

Citizens are invited Lo 2 series of public informational meetings and hearings to lewn more ahout, and to

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Cematission
E.O. Box 1607
W239 N1812 Rockwaood Drive
‘Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-672[ Fax: 262-547-1103
E-muil: wiscride @sewrpe.org

comrent on, the findings, conclusions and preliminary recommendations of the Kenosha-Racine-
Mibwaukee Coridor Transit Study. The study i an evalvaton of commuter rail and cenuwuter bus
ahernatives connecting the Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee arcas to euch other, and 1w northeastern

Mlinoiz and Chicapo.

The public informational mec(ingfs und hearings are scheduled as follows:

Wednesday. April 23, 2003

Kenosha Gateway Technical Callege-Madrigrano Auditerium
3520 30" Avenaus

Kenosha, W[

Thursday, April 24, 2003

Downtewn Transit Center-Tlarbor Lights Room
909 E. Michigan Street

Milwaukee, WI

Wednesday, April 30, 2003

Racine Gateway Technical Callege-Great Lakes Room, Racine Bullding
90 Pershing Drive

Racine, W1

-more-

The Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor Transit Study is being conducted by the Southeastern
Wisconsin Repional Planning Commission at the request of the Cities and Counties of Kenosha, Racine
and Milwaukee and under the guidance of an Advisory Committee. The Advisory Committee is
comprised of elected and appointed local officials, representatives of foderal and state departments of
transportation, the business community. and the railroads. The study represents the next step following a

recently carnpleted feasibility study of the potential for commuter rail service in the corridor,

The commuter rail and bus alternatives examined under this study would provide an improved limited

stop service conngcling the urban cenlers of the corridor to each other and to the Chicago and Milwaukee

ceniral business districts, The regional transportation plan for South n Wisconsin re ds the
improvement and expansion of both public transit znd highway system capacity 1o address existing and

fuwe traffic volumes and congestion. The study was undertaken to examine ways to provide more and

-more-

News Release No. 03-04
April 8, 2003
Page 3

hatter transporration options and greater mobility for residents in the corrider thvough improved transit

SETVICe.

The preliminary recommendation of the Advisory Committee is to implement the commuler rail
altermative. The Advisery Committee concluded that the potential Jand use and economic development
impacts which are unique to commuter rail are significant and outweigh its increased cost. In addition,
commuter rail would attract mare ridership, and gspecially longer trips of a regional pature, and would
provide a superior and more attractive level of service. The State of Wisconsim i3 recommended to have

responsibility for funding and implementation.

The Advisory Committee invites comments and feedback about the alicmatives and about the preliminary

recommendations.

[Note: Artached to this news release is a copy of the most recent study newsletter, The newsletter and
other swdy materials are also available on the study swebsite which can be found at

WWWLSSWIDC Org/wiseride.]

D-1
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WISE RIDE NEWSLETTER: ISSUE 3, SPRING 2003

ISE R:DE

A Newsletter for the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee
Corridor Study of Commuter Rail and Bus Alternatives

Introduction

This newsletter provides a summary of findings and conclusions for the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor Transit Study. The study is an evaluation of
commuter rail and commuter bus alternatives connecting the Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee areas to each other, and to northeastern Illinois and
Chicago. The purpose of this study is to compare commuter bus and commuter rail alternatives, consider funding and implementation options, and
provide information to the public and local elected officials so that they may determine whether or not to pursue implementation of improved commuter
rail or commuter bus service.

The existing public transit service linking the Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee areas operates at least in part as a local transit service with local stops and
low travel speeds while carrying passengers for long distances over the same streets and highways used by automobiles and trucks. The growing traffic
congestion in the corridor increases travel times for public transit as well as automobiles. The year 2020 regional transportation plan for Southeastern
Wisconsin recommends the improvement and expansion of highway system capacity and public transit services to reduce existing and future traffic
congestion. The alternatives examined under this study would provide an improved limited stop service connecting the urban centers of the corridor to
each other and to the Milwaukee and Chicago central business districts.

The study is being conducted by the Regional Planning Commission and is being guided by an Advisory Committee of elected and appointed local
officials, business representatives, and transportation professionals from within the corridor. A series of public informational meetings and hearings have
been scheduled to obtain comments from the public concerning the alternatives being considered and the preliminary recommendations of the Advisory
Committee (see box below). Once the Advisory Committee has reviewed the comments and other feedback, it will prepare final recommendations for the
counties and municipalities in the corridor and, as well, the State of Wisconsin.

Additional background and technical information for this study is available on the web site at www.sewrpc.org/wiseride.

4 )

Do you think any of the alternatives should be developed?

Public Informational Tell us what you think!

Meetings and Hearings

A series of four public informational meetings and hearings have If so, which one? What do you like or dislike about any of
been scheduled throughout the corridor on Wednesday and the alternatives? What do you think about the preliminary
Thursday evenings. The list below indicates the dates and locations recommendation? Attend one of the meetings and give us

of the upcoming meetings. Please mark these dates on your
calendar. The first part of each meeting will be an “open house” your feedback, or send us your comments.
format between 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. and will provide an
opportunity to meet one-on-one or in small groups with study staff \ /
to ask questions and provide feedback and input on the study. A
presentation will be made by study staff at 6:00 p.m., followed at

6:30 p.m. by a public hearing providing a forum for public comment
in “town hall” format. . .
Objectives for

Wednesday, April 23, 2003 - H oY H

Kenosha Gateway Technical College—Madrigrano Auditorium KenPSha Ra0|r-1e Mllwau!(ee

3520 30th Avenue Corridor Transit Alternatives

Kenosha, WI

Thursday, April 24, 2003 1. Provide high quality public transportation service to

Downtown Transit Center—Harbor Lights Room improve mobility and to enhance the attractiveness of

909 E. Michigan Avenue public transportation as a mode of choice.

Milwaukee, WI . . . .
2. Contribute to desirable economic and community

Wednesday, April 30, 2003 development in the corridor and the Region.

Racine Gateway Technical College—Great Lakes Room, Racine Building .

901 Pershing Drive 3. Preserve, protect, and improve the natural and man-made

Racine, WI environment.

Thursday, May 1, 2003 4. Make investments in public transit that are economical,

Cudahy City Hall—Council Chambers efficient, and effective.

5050 S. Lake Drive . . . .

Cudahv. WI 5. Provide facilities that connect with, and are compatible

with, existing and other planned public transportation
\ systems, and rail freight and private vehicle travel. /

issue three spring 2003
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Travel Markets to Be Served

The alternatives are intended to provide a complete all-day
service much more comprehensive and serving many more
kinds of trips than would a traditional weekday peak-period,
peak-direction commuter service. Importantly, passengers
going to and from work would be able to commute from any
one station to any other station in either direction along the
corridor.

In fact, a key enhancement is that all alternatives would
permit travel in both directions along the entire corridor
during weekday peak periods as well as during other times of
the day. For example, passengers who live in Racine or
Kenosha could use the service to commute to jobs in
Milwaukee or Chicago. Passengers who live in Milwaukee or
Chicago could commute to jobs in Racine and Kenosha.
These passengers would have the option of returning home
either during the midday or evening. This same kind of
service would also be provided to and from other communities
along the corridor, including Somers, Caledonia, Oak Creek,
South Milwaukee, Cudahy, and St. Francis.

In addition, nonwork trips would be served as well. This
would be trips for shopping, entertainment, recreation,
sightseeing, medical and other personal appointments, and
visiting friends and relatives. For example, passengers could
use the service to travel to shows and festivals in Milwaukee
and Chicago or to visit museums, events, and restaurants in
Racine and Kenosha.

Ridership

The commuter rail alternative with a high level of service
would attract the highest weekday ridership of about 5,100
trips (see table below). This is about 20 percent greater than
the commuter bus alternative and about 16 percent greater
than the combination rail and bus alternative. The commuter
rail alternative would attract the most interregional or “longer
distance trips.” The estimated average trip length would be 27
miles under the commuter rail alternative, 19 miles under the
combination rail and bus alternative, and 18 miles under the
commuter bus alternative. Importantly the forecast annual
passenger miles of travel for the commuter rail alternative
would be almost twice as much as the other alternatives under
a high level of service and about 50 percent greater than the
other alternatives under a medium level of service (see box
at right).

About 60 percent of the commuter rail ridership may be

expected to be new transit trips diverted from the automobile, as com-

N

Study Advisory Committee

Frederick J. Patrie
Chairman

Philip C. Evenson
Secretary

Victor M. Austin

John Bechler
Peter Beitzel
Linda Bolte

Len Brandrup
Donna L. Brown
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Joseph S. Clementi
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Carol Fischer

Gary A. Foyle
Susan S. Greenfield
Thomas C. Kenny

Thomas P. Kujawa

Glenn M. Lampark
Kenneth J. Leonard

Dwight E. McComb

Judith A. Mitchell

Michael W. Payette

Michael Pjevach
Jeff T. Plale
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Michael J. Sullivan
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Executive Director, Southeastern Wisconsin
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U. S. Department of Transportation
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Chicago Area Transportation Study

Acting Director, Department of Transportation,
City of Kenosha
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Wisconsin Department of Transportation

Executive Director, Racine Area
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Chairman, Town of Mt. Pleasant
Director of Engineering, City of Cudahy
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Milwaukee County
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Milwaukee County Transit System
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City Engineer, City of South Milwaukee
1st District Supervisor, Milwaukee County

~

pared to about 50 percent under the bus and combination alternatives.

/ Annual Passenger-Miles of Travel

How Much Ridership Could Be Expected?

Combination Rail and Bus Commuter Rail
c°"""“‘?" High Level Medium Level High Level Medium Level

Bus/Baseline of Service of Service of Service of Service

Year 2020 Weekday Ridership
Intraregional trips 3,100 3,200 2,700 3,100 2,600
Interregional trips 1,000 1,200 1,000 2,000 1,500
Total 4,100 4,400 3,700 5,100 4,100

Year 2020 Annual Ridership

Weekday 1,045,000 1,134,000 944,000 1,300,000 1,046,000
Sat. Sun. & Holidays 93,000 101,000 84,000 116,000 93,000
Total 1,138,000 1,235,000 1,028,000 1,416,000 1,139,000

4 23.6 million under high level of service
y 19.7 million under medium level of service

The commuter rail alternative would attract the most interregional—or longer-
distance—trips and have the longest average trip length. The commuter bus
alternative would attract the least long-distance trips and would have the shortest
average trip length. As a result, the commuter rail alternative could generate up to
twice the forecast annual passenger-miles of travel:

Commuter Bus Alternative
4 20.0 million
Commuter Rail Alternative
4 38.2 million under high level of service
4 30.8 million under medium level of service

Combination Rail and Bus Alternative

page 2
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Final Alternatives

At the start of this study, a large number of variations and options for commuter rail and commuter bus alternatives were considered. These were
eventually narrowed down to three final alternatives: commuter bus, commuter rail, and combination rail and bus. Under the commuter rail and
combination rail and bus alternatives, both high and medium levels of service were considered.

Commuter Rail Alternative
Extension of Existing Metra Service
between Chicago and Kenosha

4 33-Mile Extension
4 Operated as a single through route between

Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha, and Chicago
Uses Existing Union Pacific and Canadian
Pacific Rail Freight Lines
8 Stations

Service Provided in Both Directions Along
Corridor During All Time Periods
Two Level of Service Options

4 High Level of Service - 15 Trains in Each
Direction

4 Medium Level of Service - 7 Trains in Each
Direction
High Level of Service
4 3-4 Trains Each Way During Peak Periods
4 4 Trains Each Way During Midday
4 4 Trains Each Way During Evening

Medium Level of Service
4 3 Trains Each Way During Peak Periods
4 1 Train Each Way During Midday
4 No Service During Late Evening

Train Operation

4 Most service provided by extension of
existing Metra trains beyond either Kenosha
or Waukegan

4 Requires operation of 4 new trains over
entire distance between Milwaukee and
Chicago

New Shuttle Bus Services

4 Dedicated shuttle service between Amtrak
station and Milwaukee central business
district

4 Dedicated shuttle between General Mitchell
International Airport and Cudahy-St. Francis

Commuter Bus Alternative
Expansion and Improvement of Existing
Bus Service Between Kenosha, Racine,
and Milwaukee Parallel to Route of
Commuter Rail Alternative

4 Would connect with existing Metra trains at
Kenosha

4 Some service extended to Waukegan to
connect with other Metra trains

Primarily uses STH 32, STH 31 and Lake
Parkway in Wisconsin
11 Major Stations or Stops

Service Provided in Both Directions Along
Corridor During All Time Periods

Passengers Transfer Between Buses and
Trains at Kenosha or Waukegan

Schedule of Service Similar to Commuter
Rail Alternative With High Level of Service

4 Milwaukee-Racine Segment - 15 buses in
each direction

4 Racine-Kenosha Segment - 16 buses in each
direction

4 Kenosha-Waukegan Segment - 16 buses or
trains in each direction when new buses are
added to existing Metra trains

Bus Operation

4 Service operated as 5 coordinated and
overlapping routes centered on Racine and
tailored to passenger markets

New Shuttle Bus Services

4 Dedicated shuttle between General Mitchell
International Airport and Oak Creek station

Combination
Rail and Bus Alternative
Includes Elements of Both Commuter Rail
and Commuter Bus Alternatives

4 Racine to Kenosha - Commuter Rail
Alternative

4 Racine to Milwaukee - Commuter Bus
Alternative

9 Major Stations or Stops
Service Provided in Both Directions Along
Corridor During All Time Periods

Passengers Transfer Between Buses and
Trains at Racine

Two Level of Service Options
4 High Level - 15 Trains or Buses in Each
Direction

4 Medium Level - 7 Trains or Buses in Each
Direction

Schedule of Service Similar to Commuter
Rail and Commuter Bus Alternatives
Train Operation

4 Most service provided by extension of
existing Metra trains beyond either Kenosha
or Waukegan

4 Requires operation of 4 new trains over
entire distance between Racine and Chicago
New Shuttle Bus Services

4 Dedicated shuttle between General Mitchell
International Airport and Oak Creek station

station
TTTMnwATKEERC T M WAUREEYR T MuWATKEEYCC
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d ol = COMMUTER RAIL ROUTE 5
s POTENTIAL ENHANCED
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Level of Service

Many level of service considerations would be the same or similar under
all of the alternatives. These would include: area served, number of
residents and jobs served, travel markets served, ability to travel in both
directions in the corridor, amount and frequency of service, and service
provided to minority and low-income populations. However, the
commuter rail alternative would provide a superior level of service for
many reasons.

The commuter rail alternative would provide
the most direct “no-transfer” service.

® ]t would accommodate the most “no-transfer” trips between all stations
in the corridor as well as between the corridor and northeastern Illinois.

®  Except for only the shortest length trips, the commuter bus alternative
will require a transfer at Racine, Kenosha or Waukegan and the
combination rail and bus alternative will require a transfer at Racine.

The commuter rail alternative would provide the highest level
of comfort, reliability, and overall attractiveness.

® [t can provide the highest level of passenger comfort because of the
large and spacious vehicles used.

® [t can provide a smoother and more consistent ride due to the vehicles
operating on a dedicated route alignment that doesn’t have interference
from other traffic.

®  Compared to automobiles or buses, commuter trains offer larger seats,
more leg room, restrooms, space to walk around, and in general are
more conducive to enabling passengers to use the travel time for a wide
variety of other purposes while en route.

The commuter rail alternative would
provide the highest level of reliability.

®  Because it operates over a separate nonhighway right-of-way, it would
not be affected by the unpredictable nature of rush-hour automobile and
truck traffic.

® It would have priority over street and highway traffic at crossings and
also over freight traffic on railroads.

®  Inclement weather would normally have little impact, this being
especially important during the winter season.

The commuter rail alternative would provide
the highest average speeds and the shortest
travel times for the majority of trips.

®  Average speeds for station-to-station travel would be about 34 mph
under the commuter rail alternative, about 28 mph under the
combination rail and bus alternative, and about 20 mph under the
commuter bus alternative.

®  Some examples of travel times are listed in the below table:

Station-to-Station Travel Time (in minutes)

Commuter | Combination Commuter
i Bus Rail and Bus Rail

Sample Trip Alternative | Alternative Alternative
Milwaukee-Racine 60 60 42
Cudahy/St. Francis-Kenosha 71 61 43
Oak Creek-Waukegan 78 63 54
Racine-Kenosha 31 16 16

Other attributes of commuter rail.

It denotes a positive and cosmopolitan image for a metropolitan area.

Its route simplicity, dedicated route, and larger stations and equipment
make it more visible and therefore easier to use.

®  The possible need for increased short-term and long-term passenger
carrying capacity can best be provided by the commuter rail alternative.

For all of these reasons listed above, the commuter rail alternative was
concluded to offer the best level of service in the corridor among the
alternatives.

Capital Costs

The commuter bus alternative would have the lowest capital cost and the
commuter rail alternative would have the highest capital cost (see table).
The combination rail and bus alternative would have a capital cost similar
to that of the commuter rail alternative.

Cost of Alternatives (in millions of dollars)

Combination Rail and Bus Commuter Rail
COmmut_er High Level |Medium Level| High Level | Medium Level
Category Bus/Baseline | of Service of Service of Service of Service
Vehicles $5.2 $123.3 $103.2 $140.8 $100.8
Stations 2.8 7.1 7.1 10.1 10.1
Track and Signals -- 22.0 22.0 69.9 37.2
Storage and Servicing 11.4 13.9 13.9 4.0 4.0
Total $19.4 $166.2 $146.2 $224.8 $152.1

Operating Costs and Revenues

The commuter bus alternative would have the lowest annual operating
cost and the commuter rail alternative would have the highest annual
operating cost (see table). The combination rail and bus alternative would
have an operating cost similar to that of the commuter rail alternative. The
commuter rail alternative would provide the highest passenger revenue
while the commuter bus alternative would provide the lowest annual
revenue.

Annual Cost of Alternatives (in millions of dollars)
Combination Rail and Bus Commuter Rail
COmmut_er High Level IMedium Levell High Level IMedium Level
Category Bus/Baseline | of Service | of Service | of Service | of Service

Operating Expense $3.4 $18.2 $12.7 $26.8 $18.6
Passenger Farebox

Revenue 1.6 2.8 23 4.0 3.2
Net Operating Expense 1.8 15.4 10.4 22.8 15.4
Operating Cost

Recovery Rate 47% 15-23%* 18-28%* 15-19%* 17-23%*

*Under these alternatives, some of the new commuter rail service would operate
within northeastern lllinois and would attract and serve additional
northeastern lllinois trips. The range of operating cost recovery rates reflects
how much of the operating expenses for the new service operating within
northeastern lllinois may be ultimately allocated to Wisconsin. The lower rate
is based on all operating expenses being allocated to Wisconsin. The higher
rate is based on some of the operating expenses being allocated to
northeastern lllinois. The actual allocation of such costs would be determined
through negotiation and agreement among appropriate parties. The operating
costs of commuter rail will also be affected by the need to operate longer
trains in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee corridor than would otherwise be
necessary to accommodate the peak loads along Chicago’s North Shore
suburbs. For this reason, most peak period trains would likely be at least
eight cars in length whereas the demand solely from the Kenosha-Racine-
Milwaukee corridor could be handled with a train no more than three or four
cars in length.

page 4
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Land Use Impacts Around Stations

It is widely accepted that commuter rail alternatives may be expected to
have land use development and economic development impacts, while
bus alternatives may not. Fixed-rail urban transit such as commuter rail
represents a permanent long-term commitment to high quality transit
service. Development investment in residential and office development,
and attendant retail development can be linked to the investment in
commuter rail. Bus service over existing streets and highways is flexible,
and provides no long-term service commitment, and therefore, no link to
investment in land development and redevelopment. The impact that the
commuter rail alternative may be expected to have on land development
and redevelopment would be expected to occur within the immediate
vicinity—within one-fourth to one-half mile—of the commuter rail
stations. A station may be expected to promote the development of retail
businesses such as dry cleaners, drug stores, food stores, and restaurants
that benefit from the additional market of the commuter rail passengers.
Residential and office development also will have incentive, with
attendant retail development, to locate in proximity to high quality,
permanent rail transit service. Development immediately surrounding
stations will further influence adjacent neighborhoods beyond the station
area in a positive manner. The potential influence of commuter rail on
land development and redevelopment is apparent from Metra’s
experience in northeastern Illinois. Metra stations are considered a
valuable community asset in that they are a physical and symbolic link to
convenient, prompt, and affordable transportation, and are a community
focus for quality-of-life improvements and redevelopment efforts.

Commuter rail in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee corridor through its
influence on land development and redevelopment would assist in
meeting regional land use development objectives through the promotion
of sound land use development and redevelopment in desired central city
locations, including the long-developed communities of Kenosha, Racine,
South Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. Francis and Milwaukee. The significance
of the influence of commuter rail on land development and redevelop-
ment is already being recognized in the Cities of Racine and Cudahy
as they are including transit center/commuter rail stations in their down-
town redevelopment plans.

A study conducted by the Racine County Economic Development
Corporation has identified the potential land use development impacts
associated with the City of Racine commuter rail station. The study is
documented in a report published in January 2003 and entitled “Kenosha-
Racine-Milwaukee Commuter Rail: An Analysis of Current and Potential
Economic Activity Surrounding the Racine Station Area.” The study
concluded that:

®  Commuter rail can have a positive impact on the surrounding real estate
market by acting as a focus for new businesses, employers, and
residential development.

®  Transit-oriented development surrounding the station will have a direct
impact on generating increased property tax revenues, this being
dependent on the aggressiveness of a coordinated development strategy.

®  Many of the conditions for successful development already exist in the
Racine station area.

®  Commuter rail and related development would contribute to the
stabilization of neighborhoods around the Racine station by increasing
employment and transportation opportunities.

® [t is likely that other stations along the potential commuter rail line
might realize even higher gains than those estimated in the study for
Racine. This would be especially applicable to station sites that
currently have unused land nearby for development opportunities.

®  The study also noted that the positive implications of commuter rail
also extend to other areas including: increasing the local and regional
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available workforce for Racine, providing similar development benefits
to smaller communities along the corridor, and contributing to the
enrichment of the corridor in terms of access to cultural and recreational
opportunities.

Economic Development Impacts in Corridor

Commuter rail may also have the potential to help increase economic
development and growth in the entire Milwaukee-Racine-Kenosha-
Chicago corridor and, in particular, for Racine County as part of the
corridor by better interconnecting all of the corridor communities to each
other and to Milwaukee and Chicago. A report published by the Racine
County Economic Development Corporation (RCEDC) in April 2002
entitled, “Racine County Strategic Economic Development Plan”
envisions that commuter rail will more closely link Racine County with
the Milwaukee area and the Chicago area, and assist in establishing and
promoting a Chicago-Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee mega-metropolitan
area. The strategic plan of the RCEDC envisions that such linkage will
result in more economic and population growth for the Chicago-Kenosha-
Racine-Milwaukee corridor, and more economic and population growth
specifically for Racine County. Major employers such as S.C. Johnson &
Son, Inc. have stated that commuter rail service is essential to maintaining
and expanding their presence in the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee corridor
and is essential to attracting qualified employees and adding to the quality
of life in the area. Commuter rail would make employers more accessible
to the potential work force in the Corridor and in northeastern Illinois.

Environmental Review

Minimal or no adverse environmental impacts would be expected from
the commuter rail and bus alternatives. This includes with respect to
compatibility with existing land uses, land acquisition and possible
displacements, visual and aesthetic, historic and cultural, farmlands, parks
and open spaces, water resources, biological resources, hazardous
material sites, and air quality and air pollutant emissions. The total
ridership under the commuter rail and bus alternatives may be expected to
result in a very small reduction in ozone-related air pollutants ranging
from reductions of .02 tons per hot summer weekday of volatile organic
compounds and nitrogen oxide emissions or about a 0.1 percent
reduction, in regional transportation system emissions under the bus and
combination rail/bus alternatives, to reductions of .04 tons, or about a 0.2
percent reduction under the commuter rail alternative. Anticipated
environmental impacts would be modest because of the extensive use of
existing facilities and rights-of-way. Any new construction would
generally be limited to stations, park-ride lots, and vehicle storage
facilities. The only possible minor impacts might be in two areas: noise
and vibration impacts for commuter rail, and safety at railroad grade
crossings. These potential impacts would warrant further consideration
and possible mitigation.

Effect on Highway System

The transit ridership represents trips that would be otherwise made by
automobile over streets and highways. The streets and highways
principally affected would include IH 94, IH 794, and the Lake Parkway.
The impact would be greatest during weekday peak travel hours. The
commuter rail alternative would have the greatest impact since it would
attract the greatest ridership, the longest trips, and the most new transit
trips. Potential reductions in average weekday vehicle traffic on the
highways would be modest but not insignificant. Total commuter rail
ridership would represent a reduction in total average weekday traffic on
the nearby streets and highways ranging from 0.8 to 2.6 percent. During
peak periods, total commuter rail ridership would represent a reduction in
average weekday morning peak-hour peak-direction traffic ranging from
about 4 to 12 percent.

page 5
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Organization and Management

Three concepts for an organizational structure capable of owning,
operating, and managing the commuter service in the Kenosha-Racine-
Milwaukee corridor were identified:

®  State of Wisconsin
®  Multi-Government Cooperative
®  Multi-County Commuter Rail or Transit Authority

All three organization and management alternatives would have the
capacity to implement and manage commuter rail or commuter bus
service. For commuter rail, each type of organization would be expected
to contract with Metra to provide service. However, for commuter rail,
each type of organization would also require new State legislation to
provide dedicated funding. Obtaining such legislation may have obstacles
and therefore may be difficult to achieve.

For commuter rail, a sequential attempt toward implementation was
determined to be most appropriate. First, State implementation and
management funded with Federal and State funds through the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation would be pursued. The rationale for this is
that the State is the lead for intercity and high speed passenger rail and
has staff and expertise in contracting with Amtrak for the provision of
Hiawatha Milwaukee-Chicago service. Many of the commuter rail
passenger trips would be trips between and through Southeastern
Wisconsin counties which would otherwise be carried on State trunk
highways and principally the interstate highway system. In fact, many
commuter rail passengers would be making interstate travel between
Wisconsin and Illinois. This will require State legislation to direct the
Department to implement and manage commuter rail, and to provide
funding. Should this option prove infeasible, a variation may be to require
local capital and operating cost shares, but this would require additional
State legislation to provide dedicated local commuter rail funding.
Another variation may be to require local governments to develop, own,
and operate the commuter rail stations. Should State implementation and
management prove infeasible, a multi-government cooperative or
commuter rail authority could be considered. Both would require new
State legislation to provide State funding and local dedicated funding.

For commuter bus, only one organizational structure was appropriate. A
multi-government cooperative would appear to be the best option to
implement commuter bus. The City of Racine is already the lead for
existing corridor bus service, as no local funds are presently required. The
commuter bus alternative may be expected to require local operating and
capital funding, and State legislation for dedicated funding may be
necessary for the implementation of commuter bus service.

Funding

The study considered implementation schedules, financial requirements,
and potential funding options for both total capital costs and annual net
operating and maintenance costs. For commuter rail, Federal funds may
be available to fund 80 percent of total capital costs, with Federal Transit
Administration new start fixed guideway discretionary grants limited to
50 percent of total capital costs. The remaining 30 percent of capital costs
expected to be federally funded could come from Federal Highway
Administration Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement
Program funds, Federal Highway Administration Surface Transportation—
Program State Discretionary Program funds, and Federal Transit
Administration Section 5307 Formula funds which would be allocated to
the Milwaukee area only upon the initiation of commuter rail service.

Under those options which would have the State of Wisconsin responsible
for the implementation, operation, or funding of commuter rail, the

remaining 20 percent of capital cost would be funded by the State, and
under those options which would have a multi-county authority or multi-
government cooperative implement or operate and share in the funding of
commuter rail would have the State fund half of the remaining total
capital cost, or about 10 percent, with the multi-county authority or multi-
government cooperative funding the other 10 percent of total capital cost.

With respect to annual net operating and maintenance costs of commuter
rail, a combination of Federal, State, and local funds has been identified
as the likely funding strategy, with local funds expected only under the
alternative with multi-county authority or multi-government cooperative
implementation and operation. Local governments within Southeastern
Wisconsin have indicated that those commuter rail implementation and
management options which entail a local share of capital and operating
costs will require State legislation for a commuter rail or transit authority,
or State legislation providing dedicated funding for commuter rail and
possibly all public transit.

For the commuter bus alternative, it may be expected that Federal funds,
principally Federal Highway Administration Congestion Mitigation and
Air Quality Improvement Program funds, may be available to fund
80 percent of the capital costs, with the remaining 20 percent being
matched by local funds in the absence of a State program which would
equally share in the matching of Federal funds. With respect to net
operating and maintenance costs, it is expected that these costs would be
funded by a combination of State and local funds. State legislation for
dedicated funding may be necessary for implementation of this alterna-
tive also.

Preliminary Recommendation

After considering all of the findings and conclusions regarding the costs,
benefits, and impacts of the alternatives, the Advisory Committee arrived
at the following preliminary recommendations:

®  The commuter rail alternative with a medium level of service is
recommended for implementation. The Advisory Committee
made this recommendation because it concluded that the
potential land use and economic development impacts which
are unique to commuter rail are significant and outweigh its
increased cost. In addition, commuter rail would attract more
ridership, especially those trips of a longer-distance regional
nature, and would provide a superior and more attractive level
of service.

® With regard to organization and management, the State of
Wisconsin is recommended to have responsibility for
funding and implementation. Funding for implementation
and operation of the actual service including provision of
operating subsidies would be provided from a combination of
Federal and State sources with no local funds being utilized.
However, local governments may be responsible for the
funding, construction, operation, and maintenance of station
facilities for their particular communities. The Advisory
Committee made this recommendation for two reasons. First,
the State already is the lead for, has the staff for, and has the
expertise with, contracting for passenger rail services, namely,
the Amtrak Milwaukee-Chicago Hiawatha Service. Second,
many of the trips that would use the Kenosha-Racine-
Milwaukee commuter rail service would be trips between
and through Southeastern Wisconsin counties which would
otherwise be carried on State trunk highways, especially the
Interstate highway system. In fact, many commuter rail
passengers would be making interstate trips between Wisconsin
and Illinois.
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Major Differences Among the Alternatives

The three final alternatives are comparable or similar in many respects. The principal differences are ridership, level of service, capital and operating
costs, land use development and redevelopment impacts, and economic development impacts. The higher cost of the commuter rail alternative would
provide benefits and advantages that cannot be provided by the commuter bus or combination rail and bus alternative.

Potential advantages of commuter rail over commuter bus:

Higher Ridership (" Potential to influence land development )

L] Greater number of weekday and annual passengers and redevelopment around stations

1 ®  Up to twice the annual passenger-miles of travel—serving more i Commuter rail is a long-term permanent commitment to, and
interregional, or longer-distance trips investment in, a high quality transit service

L] Investment in residential, office, and attendant retail

4 development within one-quarter to one-half mile of stations can

be linked to investment in commuter rail

L Can help attract retail businesses that benefit from the additional
\ market of commuter rail passengers

( Higher Level of Service ) . . .
L Will further influence adjacent neighborhoods beyond the

(] Greater level of comfort: larger and spacious vehicles— station area in a positive manner
smoother vehicle operation due to route alignment separated \ )
from other traffic; passengers have opportunities to do many
other things while en route

~N

Potential to increase overall economic development \
More reliable—especially during weekday peak periods and °
inclement weather due to nonhighway right-of-way; no
interference and delays from other auto and truck traffic or
weather conditions

Will help establish and promote a Milwaukee-Racine-Kenosha-
Chicago mega-metropolitan corridor by interconnecting all
corridor communities to each other and to Milwaukee and

5 Chicago
®  Would enhance the attractiveness of public transportation as a
mode of choice ® Would help promote economic and population growth for entire
\ / Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee corridor and especially for Racine

County and intermediate communities

L] Helps set Milwaukee-Racine-Kenosha-Chicago corridor apart—a
high quality service other areas don’t have

/ Faster and More Convenient Service \
®  Direct no-transfer ride between all stations in Milwaukee- ( Expected benefits for employers and employees \
Racine-Kenosha-Chicago corridor; improved coordination with
northeastern lllinois transit services to Chicago ° Makes employers more accessible to potential work force in

6 corridor including northeastern lllinois. Companies such as S.C.

3 ®  Higher average speeds due to route alignment free from other Johnson & Son have indicated this to be very important

traffic

i i i Attractiveness of alternative forms of transportation
L4 Shorter travel times for many trips due to higher average

speed L] Provides employees with improved access to jobs throughout

\ / \ the entire corridor j

Potential advantages of commuter bus over commuter rail include:

Lower costs

®  Lower capital cost Flexibility

1 3

®  [ower operating cost Routes and stops can be moved or changed easier

Acts as own distributor in downtown Milwaukee

. 4 Faster and easier implementation.
®  No need for dedicated shuttle
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What Happens Next?

The next step is for the Advisory Committee to get comments and feedback about the alternatives and the preliminary recommendations. The Committee
needs to hear what you and other residents, businesses, and groups think about this so it can make an informed final recommendation. In addition to the
public meetings and hearings, presentations will be made to, and comments obtained from business, community, and other groups. If your group would
like a presentation and/or opportunity to comment, please contact the Commission staff.

Following a period of review and comment, the Advisory Committee will consider the comments made and formulate a final recommendation to be
formally transmitted to Kenosha, Milwaukee, and Racine Counties, and to corridor municipalities for their consideration and approval. Also, the
preliminary draft of the study summary report will be finalized.

(¢

Kenneth R. Yunker, P.E.

Assistant Director

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commission

(262) 547-6721

-

or Additional Information, contact:

~

Gary K. Korb

Regional Planning Educator

UW-Extension working
with SEWRPC

(262) 547-6721

J

~

(I'o provide written comments
on the preliminary recommendations:

U.S. Mail: Wise Ride, PO Box 1607, Waukesha, WI 53187-1607
Website: www.sewrpc.org/wiseride, click “feedback”

E-mail: wiseride@sewrpc.org

Fax: (262) 547-1103

- J

Tell us what you think!

Which alternative do you think is hest?

What do you like or dislike ahout the alternatives?

SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

W239 N1812 ROCKWOOD DRIVE
P.0. BOX 1607
WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN 53187-1607

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
U. 8. POSTAGE
PAID
WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN
PERMIT NO. 645
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Appendix D-3

PAID NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
April 14, 2003

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS AND HEARINGS
FOR THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE
CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

Citizens are invited to a series of public informational meetings and haarings ta learn
more about, and to commenl on, the flndlngs and preliminary recommendations of a
study of the Kenosha,
Haclne and Mllwaukee areas to each other and to Northeastern lllinois and Chicago.
lation propose that rail service be implement-
ad. gach pubhc hearing and meeting session will begin with an informal “open house”
from 4:00-6:00 p.m. A presentation will be made by staff at 6:00 p-m. followed at 6:30
p.m.bya publlc hearmg providing a forum for public'comment in “town hall” format.

Date Building/R Location
April 23, 2003 Kenosha Gateway Technical College 3520 aﬂth Avenue
Madrigrano Auditorium Kenosha, W1
Aprll 24, 2003 Downtown Transit Center 909 E. M(ch an Street
Harbor Lights Room Milwaukes,
April 30, 2003 Racine Gateway Technical College 901 Pershing Drive
Great Lakes Room, Racine Building  Racine, Wi
May 1, 2003 Cudahy City Hail 5050 S. Lake Drive
Council Chambers Cudahy, WI

Persons with special needs are asked to contact the Commission offices in advance of
their praferred public meeting ‘date so that appropriate arrangements can be made.
Affected may be site access and/or mobility, materials review or interpretation, or active
participation, inciuding the submission of comments.

In addition to providing comments st the public meetings and hearings, written com-
ments may also be submitted. Written comments should be received no later than
Friday, May 16, 2003. Additional study materlals, including the latest edition of the
newsletter which describes the preliminary vecommendauons, are available on the
study web site which can be found at www.sewrpc.orgiwiseride. To ask questions, 1o
subrmit written comments, or to request a Study Newsletter, please contact:

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O. Box 1607
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721  Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mall: wiseride@sewrpc.org
www.sewrpe.org/wiseride §

The Racine Journal Times
April 14, 2003

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS AND HEARINGS
FOR THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

Cltizens are invited to a series of public informational meetings and hearings to learmn
more about, and to comment on, the findings and preliminary recommendations of
a study of commuter rail and commuter bus alternatives connecting the Kenosha,
Rocine, and Milwaukee areas to each other and fo northeastern llinols and
Chicago. The prefiminary recommendations propose that commuter il service be
implemented. Each public hearing and meeting sesslon will begln with an informal
“open house” from 4:00-6:00 p.m. A presentation will be made by staff at 6:00 p.m.
followed af 6:30 p.m. by ¢ publle hearing providing @ forum for public comment in
“town hall format.

Date Building/Room Location

April 23,2003 Kenosha Gateway 3520 30th Avenue
Technical Coliege Kanosha, Wi
Madrlgranc Auditorium

Aprll 24,2003 Downtown Transit Center, 909 E. Michigan Strest,
Harbor Lights Room Milwaukee, Wi

April 30,2003 Racihe Gateway 901 Pershing Drive
Technlcal College Racing, Wl

Greot Lakes Room,
Racine Building

Cudahy City Haill, 5050 S. Loke Drive
Councll Chambers Cudahy, Wl

Persons with special needs ore asked to confact the Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commissicn offices in advarnice of thelr preferred public meeting
date so that appropriate arrangements can be made. Affected may be site access
and/or moblity, materlals review or interpretation, of active participation, including
the submission of cornments.

In-additlon to providing comments at the public meetings and hearings, writfen com-
ments may alse be submitted. Wrltten comments should be recelved no later than
Friday, May 16, 2003, Additlonal study matetials, Including the latest edition of the
newsletter which describes the preliminary recommendations, are available on the
study web site which can be found at wwwi.sewrpc.org/wiseride. To ask questions, fo
submit written comments, orto requesT a Newsletter, please contact:

i Planning Commis:
W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
0. Box 1607
Waukesha, Wisconsin $3187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fox: 262-547-1103
E-maii: wiseride@sewrpc.org
www sewrpe.arg/wiseride

May 1,2003

Milwaukee Community Journal
Week of April 14, 2003

|Citizans are invited ta a series of Informational meetings and hearings to learn mare about, and to com-|
ment on , the tindings and preliminary recommendations of a study of commuter rall and commuter bus]
alternatives cannecting the Kenosha, Racine, and Mitwaukee areas 10 each other and ta northeastarn|
Itingis and Chicago. The preliminary recommendations propose that cemmuter rail service te imple-
mented. Each public hearing and meeting session will begin with an informeat “open house™ from 4:00 -
6:00 p.m. A presentation will be made by staff at 8:00 p.m. followed a1 6:30 p.m. by a public hearing|
providing a forum for puklic comment in “town hall” format.

Date Building/Room Location

Aprif 23, 2003 Kenosha Gateway Technical College 3620 30th Avenue
Madrigrano Auditorium Kenosha, Wi

Aprit 24, 2003 Downtown Transit Center 909 E. Michigan Street,
Harbor Lights Room Milwaukee, WI

April 30, 2003 Raclne Gateway Technical College 901 Pershing Drive
Great Lakes Room, Racing Building Racine, WI

May 1, 2003 Cudahy City Hall, 5050 S.Lake Drive

[Persons with special needs are asked to contact the Cammission offices in advance of their preferred|
hublic meeting date so that approprlaha arrangements can be mada Affected may be site access|
and/or mobility, materials review or ici of
feommants.

In addltion to providing comments at the public meetings and hearings, written comments may also be|
[submitted. Written comments should be | vecslved na later than Fnday, May 18, 2003 Additional. study|
materials; including the' tatest edition ibe-the

tions, are avallable on the siudy web site which can be found at: www.sewrpc.org/wlscride.

| To ask questians, o submit written comments, or 10 request a study Newsletter, please contact:

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS AND HEARINGS
FOR THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

Qournckl Chambers Cudahy, Wi

or active

including the

r which di

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commiaslon
W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O. Box 1607
‘Waukesha, Wiscangln,53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: wiseride@sewrpc.org

Wivw.sewrpc.org/wiseride

El Conquistador
Week of April 14, 2003

on, the findings and

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS AND HEARINGS
FOR THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE CORRIDOR TRANSIT STUDY

Citizens are invited to a series of public Intormatlonal msenngs and hearings to learn more about, and to comment
of a study of commuter rail and commuter bus altematives con-
necllng the Kenosha, Racine and Miiwaukee areas to each Omar and o nunhenstem llincis and Chicago. The

pr that commuter
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|ng sesswn will bagin with an lnfonnal “open ‘house™ from 4:00-6: 00p.m. A prasanlalwn will be made by staff at
B:00 p.m. followed at 6:3 p.m. by a public hearing providing a forum for public'comment in “town hall* format.

Date Buikling/Rigom Location
April 23,2003 Kenosha Gateway Technical 3520 30th Avenue
College Madrigrano Auditorium Kenosha, WI
April 24, 2003 Downtown Transit Center, 908 E. Michigan. Street
Harbor Lights Roam Milwatkee, W
April 30, 2003 Racine Gateivay Technical Collage 901 Pershing Diive
CQreat Lakes Room, Racine, WI
Racine Building
May 1, 2003 Gudahy City Hall, 5050 8. Lake Drive
Council Chambers Cudahy, Wl
Persons with special needs are asked to ffi thelr
ing date so that Bppmpna!a arrangements can be made. Atfected may be site access and/or mobility, materials
taview or including the i of comments.

or active
In additien ta providing mmmems at the public meetings and hearings, written comments may also be submitted.
Written comments should be recelved no later than Friday, May 16, 2003. Addinonsl study materials, including tho
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site which can be found at www.sewrpe.org/wiseride.
To ask questions, to submit writtén commants, or to 1equss1 a Newsletter, contact:

Southesstern Wisconsin Reglonal Planning Commission
W 239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O. Box 1607
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1807
Phone:262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mall; wiseride @ sewrpc.org

‘www.sewrpe.org. wiserlde

Kenosha News
April 14, 2003
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