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RECORD OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS OF 
A LAKE PARKWAY (STH 794) EXTENSION STUDY 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This report presents the public comment received on the preliminary recommendations of a study of a 
possible extension of the Lake Parkway (State Trunk Highway 794) from its current terminus at Edgerton 
Avenue to State Trunk Highway 100 in Milwaukee County. The public comment was received during a 
formal public comment period of February 15, 2012, through March 15, 2012, and during a public 
meeting held on February 29, 2012 at the South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center. 
 
The study is being conducted by the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission at the 
unanimous request of the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors and County Executive and the Cities 
of Cudahy, Oak Creek, St. Francis, and South Milwaukee. The purpose of the study is to propose and 
evaluate alternatives for a Lake Parkway extension, and ultimately recommend to the Commission’s 
Advisory Committee on Regional Transportation System Planning and to the Commission whether an 
extension of the Lake Parkway should be added to the regional transportation system plan and a request 
be made that the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) conduct the necessary preliminary 
engineering and environmental impact studies for the extension. The study is guided by an Advisory 
Committee composed primarily of elected officials from the Cities of Cudahy, Oak Creek, St. Francis, 
and South Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, and the State of Wisconsin. The Advisory Committee made 
the preliminary study recommendations, and will be responsible for making the final study 
recommendations. 
 
The report presents in a series of appendices: 
 

 Written and oral comments received from February 15, 2012, through March 15, 2012, including 
comments submitted at the public meeting held on February 29, 2012 (Appendix A). 
 

 The proceedings of the public meeting held on February 29, 2012 (Appendix B). 
 

 Materials announcing the public meeting and summary materials distributed at that meeting 
(Appendix C). 
 

 Newspaper articles and editorials concerning the preliminary recommendations of the Lake 
Parkway extension study (Appendix D). 

 
The following section provides a summary of the comments received, and the Commission staff 
responses to those comments. 
 
SUMMARY OF COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 
 
During the period of February 15, 2012, through March 15, 2012, a total of 86 persons provided 
comments regarding the preliminary recommendations of the Lake Parkway extension study. Oral  
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comments were provided during a public meeting held on February 29, 2012. Written comments were 
provided on forms available at the public meeting or via letter, electronic mail, or through the study 
website (www.sewrpc.org/LakeParkway). 
 
Comments in Support of a Lake Parkway Extension 
 
A total of 44 persons expressed support for a Lake Parkway extension. 
 
 Nineteen persons cited that a Lake Parkway extension would provide benefits to the South Shore 

communities, including the Cities of Cudahy, Oak Creek, St. Francis, and South Milwaukee. Ten of 
the total 19 persons suggested that an extension would encourage economic growth, attract businesses 
and residents, and increase access to jobs, in the South Shore Communities. Seven of the total 19 
persons suggested that an extension would provide better access from surrounding communities to the 
South Shore communities. Six of the total 19 persons suggested that an extension would provide 
better access to downtown Milwaukee for residents of the South Shore communities. Five of the total 
19 persons suggested that an extension would provide a viable alternative to Interstate Highway (IH) 
94 for residents and visitors of the South Shore communities. One of the total 19 persons suggested 
that an extension would improve the aesthetics of the existing industrial area in the City of Cudahy. 
 

 Eighteen persons suggested that WisDOT initiate work on a Lake Parkway extension as soon as 
possible. 
 

 Twelve persons cited that a Lake Parkway extension would reduce traffic volumes on local streets 
adjacent to a Lake Parkway extension, in particular on Pennsylvania Avenue and Nicholson Road. 
Four of the total 12 persons cited concerns regarding the present safety of driving on Pennsylvania 
Avenue between College and Layton Avenues. 
 

 Five persons expressed support for the bicycle and pedestrian accommodations included in the 
preliminary recommendations for a Lake Parkway extension. 
 

 One person stated that a Lake Parkway extension would have minimal impact to existing commercial 
and industrial development. 
 

 One person expressed support for the jughandle ramp access to a Lake Parkway extension at College 
Avenue. 
 

A total of four persons indicated that they may support a Lake Parkway extension, but only if certain 
conditions were met. 
 
 Two persons indicated they could only support a Lake Parkway extension if it had a speed limit 

greater than 40 miles per hour. 
 

 Two persons indicated they could only support a Lake Parkway extension if there was a grade-
separated interchange on the existing Lake Parkway at Oklahoma Avenue, rather than the existing 
overpass with jughandle ramp access. 
 

 One person indicated they could only support a Lake Parkway extension if there was a grade-
separated interchange at College Avenue, rather than the preliminary recommendation for an overpass 
with jughandle ramp access. 
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 One person indicated they could only support a Lake Parkway extension if the Daniel Hoan Memorial 
Bridge (Hoan Bridge) on IH 794 is to be repaired and maintained. 

 
Comments in Opposition to a Lake Parkway Extension 
 
A total of 19 persons expressed opposition to a Lake Parkway extension. 
 
 Nine persons suggested that new or existing transit services should be funded rather than constructing 

a Lake Parkway extension. Seven of the total nine persons suggested that the planned Kenosha-
Racine-Milwaukee commuter rail service would be preferred to an extension. Four of the total nine 
persons suggested that it would not be appropriate to fund an extension given the current financial 
problems facing the existing Milwaukee County Transit System. 

 
Response: The current year 2035 regional transportation system plan for the seven-county 

Southeastern Wisconsin Region has long recognized the need for a balanced, multimodal 
transportation system, including both highways and public transit. The regional 
transportation plan recommends travel demand management, transportation systems 
management, public transit, bicycle and pedestrian, and arterial street and highway 
actions and improvements necessary to meet existing and year 2035 transportation needs 
and objectives within the Region. The public transit element of the regional 
transportation plan recommends a nearly doubling of transit service in the Region by the 
year 2035, including significant improvement and expansion of local bus transit service 
and a commuter rail line connecting Milwaukee, Racine, and Kenosha. The regional 
transportation plan has also recognized that implementation of the recommended 
expansion of public transit is dependent upon continued State funding of public transit 
and attaining dedicated local funding for public transit. Most public transit systems 
nationwide have dedicated local funding, typically a sales tax of 0.25 to 1.0 percent. 
 

 Six persons suggested that the estimated travel time reduction between STH 100 and Layton Avenue 
of five minutes—10 minutes on a Lake Parkway extension compared to 15 minutes on Pennsylvania 
Avenue—does not justify the estimated impacts and costs of an extension. 

 
Response: The Commission staff has estimated the potential benefits, costs, and impacts of a Lake 

Parkway extension, which the study Advisory Committee will use when determining 
whether to continue to recommend an extension. As noted in the comment, one of the 
potential benefits would be an estimated travel time reduction of five minutes between 
STH 100 and Layton Avenue on a Lake Parkway extension compared to on Pennsylvania 
Avenue. Should the Advisory Committee continue to recommend an extension, the 
Commission’s Advisory Committee on Regional Transportation System Planning and the 
Commission would consider the potential benefits, including a potential travel time 
reduction, along with the costs and impacts of an extension, when determining whether to 
add an extension to the regional transportation plan. Ultimately, WisDOT will consider 
the potential benefits, costs, and impacts when determining whether to implement an 
extension, and would develop alternative designs for an extension during preliminary 
engineering and environmental impacts studies, identifying the specific benefits, costs, 
and impacts associated with those design alternatives. 
 

 Five persons cited that a Lake Parkway extension would have negative environmental impacts. The 
potential negative environmental impacts cited included decreased or degraded primary 
environmental corridor, wetlands, and park/recreational land; impacts to wildlife; reduced stormwater 
retention capacity; and stormwater runoff issues. 
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Response: The potential right-of-way impacts of a Lake Parkway extension estimated by the 
Commission staff include approximately 41 acres of primary environmental corridor, 27 
acres of wetlands, and 20 acres of park/recreational land. A total of 57 acres of primary 
environmental corridors, wetlands, or park/recreational land would be impacted. These 
and other potential impacts, along with the potential benefits and costs, will be 
considered by the study Advisory Committee when determining whether to continue to 
recommend an extension. Should the Advisory Committee continue to recommend an 
extension, the Commission’s Advisory Committee on Regional Transportation System 
Planning and the Commission would also consider the potential benefits, costs, and 
impacts of an extension, when determining whether to add an extension to the regional 
transportation plan. Ultimately, WisDOT would consider the potential benefits, costs, and 
impacts when determining whether to implement an extension, and would develop a 
alternative designs for an extension during preliminary engineering and environmental 
impacts studies, identifying the specific benefits, costs, and impacts associated with those 
design alternatives. 

 
 Four persons suggested that a Lake Parkway extension is not necessary given the proximity of IH 94 

and north-south arterial roadways adjacent to an extension, asserting that they already provide north-
south connections between the South Shore communities and downtown Milwaukee. 

 
Response: The Commission staff prepared forecast year 2035 average weekday traffic volumes for 

the proposed Lake Parkway extension study area. These forecasts indicated that with 
implementation of an extension, there would be a reduction of about 5,000 vehicles per 
average weekday on IH 94 between Rawson Avenue and the Mitchell Interchange and a 
reduction of about 5,000 vehicles per average weekday on IH 94/IH 43 north of the 
Mitchell Interchange. The forecasts also indicated an expected improvement in traffic 
congestion on several north-south arterial roadways adjacent to an extension, including 
Pennsylvania Avenue, Howell Avenue, 13th Street, Puetz Road, and STH 32 (Chicago 
Avenue). This improvement in traffic congestion would be particularly beneficial to the 
segments of these north-south arterial roadways with a high degree of access via 
driveways to residences and businesses. An extension would also be expected to improve 
accessibility in terms of an estimated travel time reduction of about five minutes between 
STH 100 and Layton Avenue, and improve safety in terms of an expected overall 
reduction of vehicular crashes with implementation of an extension. The study Advisory 
Committee will consider these and other potential benefits, along with the costs and 
impacts, when determining whether to continue to recommend an extension. 

 
 Four persons suggested that a Lake Parkway extension is not affordable given the current financial 

problems facing local, State, and Federal governments. 
 

Response: The study Advisory Committee includes local, County, and State elected officials. These 
elected officials will consider the potential cost and affordability of a Lake Parkway 
extension when determining whether to continue to recommend an extension. Should the 
Advisory Committee continue to recommend an extension, the Commission’s Advisory 
Committee on Regional Transportation System Planning and the Commission would 
consider the cost and affordability of an extension when determining whether to add an 
extension to the regional transportation plan. Ultimately, WisDOT will consider the cost 
and affordability when determining whether to implement an extension. 
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 Three persons cited that a Lake Parkway extension would negatively impact residential properties 
located near an extension. The potential negative impacts cited included increased noise, diminished 
aesthetics, and reduced property values. 

 
Response: The potential right-of-way impacts estimated by the Commission staff include one 

acquisition of a residential structure and an estimated 56 disrupted residential structures 
(i.e. within 200 feet of the extension right-of-way). The study Advisory Committee will 
consider these impacts when determining whether to continue to recommend an 
extension. Should the Advisory Committee continue to recommend an extension, the 
Commission’s Advisory Committee on Regional Transportation System Planning and the 
Commission would also consider these impacts when determining whether to add an 
extension to the regional transportation plan. Ultimately, WisDOT would consider these 
impacts when determining whether to implement an extension, and would develop 
alternative designs for the extension during preliminary engineering and environmental 
impacts studies, identifying and attempting to reduce the specific impacts associated with 
those design alternatives. 

 
 Two persons suggested that a Lake Parkway extension would encourage urban sprawl. 

 
Response: A Lake Parkway extension would primarily serve the Cities of Cudahy, South 

Milwaukee, and Oak Creek. The Cities of Cudahy and South Milwaukee are older, 
denser, close-in suburbs. The City of Oak Creek has a considerable amount of 
undeveloped land, but this land is planned to be developed at medium urban densities, 
regardless of whether or not an extension is implemented. 

 
 Two persons suggested that a Lake Parkway extension would not attract new businesses to the South 

Shore communities, but would instead cause existing businesses to relocate along an extension from 
other areas of the South Shore communities. 

 
Response: While it is difficult to estimate the specific economic impact of a Lake Parkway 

extension, and whether or not businesses would relocate along an extension, the 
Commission staff has estimated potential benefits of an extension that would likely 
benefit both new and existing businesses in the South Shore communities. One of these 
potential benefits is an expected improvement in traffic congestion on several north-south 
arterial roadways adjacent to an extension, including Pennsylvania Avenue, Howell 
Avenue, 13th Street, Puetz Road, and STH 32 (Chicago Avenue). Another benefit would 
be an estimated travel time reduction of about five minutes between STH 100 and Layton 
Avenue. The reduced traffic congestion and travel time would increase the ability of 
residents and visitors of the South Shore communities to access the existing businesses 
along the north-south arterial roadways adjacent to an extension, and would likely make 
these communities a more attractive location to new businesses. 

 
 One person suggested that a Lake Parkway extension would negatively impact the Oak Leaf Trail. 

 
Response: A Lake Parkway extension, as located in the study’s preliminary recommendations, 

would cross the Oak Leaf Trail in one location, just north of Drexel Avenue. At this 
location—given the preliminary recommendation at Drexel Avenue for a grade-separated 
interchange with an extension over Drexel Avenue—it is anticipated that an extension 
would be on structure over the Oak Leaf Trail, with the Oak Leaf Trail essentially 
maintaining its existing route. In addition, should an extension be implemented, it may be  
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possible to increase connections to the Oak Leaf Trail by providing access to the multi-
use trail proposed within the right-of-way for an extension. 

 
 One person suggested that a Lake Parkway extension would increase traffic volumes on northbound 

IH 43 and westbound IH 94 traveling away from downtown Milwaukee. 
 

Response: The Commission staff prepared forecast year 2035 average weekday traffic volumes for 
the proposed Lake Parkway extension study area. These traffic forecasts indicated that an 
extension would attract local traffic largely from adjacent north-south arterial roadways 
between STH 100 and Layton Avenue, including Pennsylvania Avenue, Howell Avenue, 
13th Street, Puetz Road, and STH 32 (Chicago Avenue). The forecasts did not indicate 
any increase in traffic volumes on IH 43 north of the Marquette Interchange or IH 94 
between the Marquette Interchange and the Zoo Interchange, as a result of implementing 
a Lake Parkway extension. 

 
 One person suggested that additional traffic from a Lake Parkway extension would increase traffic 

congestion on Puetz Road west of the Union Pacific Railroad (UPR) rail line. 
 
Response: The Commission staff prepared forecast year 2035 average weekday traffic volumes for 

the proposed Lake Parkway extension study area. These traffic forecasts indicated that 
with implementation of an extension, year 2035 forecast traffic volumes would increase 
on Puetz Road between the UPR rail line and Howell Avenue from about 18,000 to 
about 21,000 vehicles per average weekday, and would decrease on Puetz Road between 
Howell Avenue and 13th Street from about 16,000 to about 11,000 vehicles per average 
weekday. The year 2035 regional transportation plan recommends the provision of four 
traffic lanes on Puetz Road between 27th Street (STH 241) and STH 32, which includes 
the segment of Puetz Road between the UPR rail line and Howell Avenue. Should four 
traffic lanes be provided, the Commission staff would anticipate little or no traffic 
congestion on Puetz Road between the UPR rail line and Howell Avenue, regardless of 
whether or not an extension is implemented. 

 
 One person suggested that existing roadways should be repaired and maintained rather than 

constructing a Lake Parkway extension. 
 

Response: The proposed Lake Parkway extension would be a State Trunk Highway, should it 
proceed to implementation. As part of the decision regarding whether to proceed to 
implementation, the State of Wisconsin would need to first determine whether to conduct 
preliminary engineering. At the conclusion of preliminary engineering, the State of 
Wisconsin Legislature and Governor would then need to decide whether to proceed to 
final engineering and design. Throughout each of these steps, the State would need to 
consider the priority of a Lake Parkway extension relative to the need to repair and 
maintain existing State highways. 

 
Comments Suggesting Changes to Specific Elements of the 
Preliminary Recommendations for a Lake Parkway Extension 
 
 Ten persons suggested changes to how and where to provide access to a Lake Parkway extension. 

Eight of the total ten persons suggested that a grade-separated interchange be considered at College 
Avenue—rather than an overpass with jughandle ramp access at College Avenue—which would  
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result in all access to the extension being provided via grade-separated interchanges. One of the total  
ten persons suggested that a northbound off-ramp be constructed at Layton Avenue to create a full 
grade-separated interchange, rather than constructing northbound on- and off-ramps at Edgerton 
Avenue. One of the total ten persons suggested that the existing southbound Lake Parkway exit to 
Pennsylvania Avenue at Edgerton Avenue should be maintained—rather than removed to construct 
northbound on- and off-ramps at Edgerton Avenue. One of the total ten persons suggested that 
providing access at Drexel Avenue and Puetz Road would not be necessary. One of the total ten 
persons suggested that not providing access at Puetz Road—rather than a grade-separated 
interchange—would minimize the impact to primary environmental corridor and wetlands at that 
location. One of the total ten persons suggested that crossing roadways of the extension be 
constructed over—rather than under—the extension to eliminate the need for at-grade railroad 
crossings on those crossing roadways. 

 
Response: Regardless of the specific roadway crossing treatments included in the study Advisory 

Committee’s final recommendations, should the Advisory Committee continue to 
recommend a Lake Parkway extension, WisDOT would consider alternative crossing 
treatments at each roadway crossing for an extension during preliminary engineering and 
environmental impact studies, should an extension proceed to implementation. 
 
The Advisory Committee’s preliminary recommendations for a Lake Parkway extension 
included an overpass with jughandle ramp access at College Avenue to minimize the 
potential impact on existing businesses northwest of the intersection of Pennsylvania and 
College Avenues and to minimize the potential impact on the site for a proposed U.S. 
Postal Service facility southwest of the intersection of Pennsylvania and College 
Avenues. Should the proposed U.S. Postal Service facility not proceed to 
implementation, the existing available land southwest of the intersection of Pennsylvania 
and College Avenues could potentially be utilized for a grade-separated interchange at 
College Avenue, with the ramps located south of College Avenue on either side of the 
UPR rail right-of-way to minimize the potential impact on the existing businesses 
northwest of the intersection of Pennsylvania and College Avenues. 
 
The preliminary recommendations for a Lake Parkway extension included the addition of 
a southbound off-ramp to the existing half interchange at Layton Avenue and northbound 
on- and off-ramps at Edgerton Avenue. The Advisory Committee recommended this 
crossing treatment as it maintains direct access to the major industrial area in the City of 
Cudahy via Edgerton Avenue, and avoids impacting the proposed Cobalt Partners retail 
development located southwest of the intersection of Pennsylvania and Layton Avenues. 
 
With regard to the suggestion to not provide access to a Lake Parkway extension at 
Drexel Avenue and Puetz Road, both Drexel Avenue and Puetz Road are major arterial 
roadways. Providing access at these two roadways would ensure that access to the 
extension would be spaced about one mile apart, appropriate for the urban development 
planned for the southern City of Oak Creek area. It should also be noted that at-grade 
intersections at Drexel Avenue and Puetz Road—rather than grade-separated 
interchanges—should be able to adequately accommodate the forecast year 2035 traffic 
volumes on an extension and on these crossing roadways. At-grade intersections, 
compared to grade-separated interchanges, would also reduce the amount of impacted 
primary environmental corridor and wetlands at these two locations. 
 
The preliminary recommendations for a Lake Parkway extension included four 
locations—College, Drexel, and Forest Hill Avenues, and Puetz Road—where the  
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extension would be constructed over a crossing roadway. At these four locations, it may 
be possible for the crossing roadways to be constructed over the extension, potentially 
eliminating the need for at-grade railroad crossings on those crossing roadways. 
However, this would be expected to result in additional cost, and the structures for the 
four crossing roadways would likely impact access and egress to residential and 
commercial properties along each crossing roadway. 

 
 Nine persons suggested that modifying the southern ending point of a Lake Parkway extension should 

be considered. Seven of the total nine persons suggested that an extension should continue further 
south than STH 100 in Milwaukee County, to as far south as Racine County, Kenosha County, or the 
Illinois State Line. One of the total nine persons suggested that an extension should initially be 
terminated at Rawson Avenue, and extended further south in the future, if necessary. One of the total 
nine persons suggested that an extension should initially be terminated at Puetz Road, with traffic 
then able to use Nicholson Road between the extension and STH 100. 

 
Response: The Commission was asked to study the feasibility of extending the existing Lake 

Parkway to STH 100. Should the study Advisory Committee continue to recommend an 
extension, and the Commission’s Advisory Committee on Regional Transportation 
System Planning and the Commission determine to add an extension to the regional 
transportation plan, WisDOT could potentially consider terminating an extension at a 
location north of STH 100. Also, should an extension be added to the regional 
transportation plan, the Commission could potentially study a further extension of the 
Lake Parkway into or through Racine County. Studying this further extension would 
require interest and support from affected local governments in Racine County. 

 
 Seven persons suggested that a Lake Parkway extension should have a speed limit greater than 40 

miles per hour. 
 
Response: The preliminary recommendations for a Lake Parkway extension included a design based 

on a speed limit of 40 miles per hour, consistent with the existing Lake Parkway. It may 
be desirable for an extension to have a speed limit greater than 40 miles per hour, 
particularly given that the development along an extension is generally less dense than 
along the existing Lake Parkway to the north. Ultimately, WisDOT would determine the 
most appropriate speed limit for an extension during preliminary engineering, should an 
extension proceed to implementation. 

 
 Four persons suggested modifying the location or alignment of a Lake Parkway extension. Two of the 

total four persons suggested shifting the location of the extension west of the UPR rail right-of-way 
between the College Avenue and Drexel Avenue crossing treatments—rather than east of the UPR 
rail right-of-way—to minimize the impact to residences along that segment. Two of the total four 
persons suggested shifting the location of the extension east to be adjacent to the We Energies right-
of-way between Forest Hill Avenue and Puetz Road—rather than adjacent to the UPR rail right-of-
way—to minimize the impact to residences located in the area west of the UPR rail right-of-way 
along Puetz Road. 

 
Response: Locating the Lake Parkway extension west of the UPR rail right-of-way between the 

crossing treatments for College Avenue and Drexel Avenue may be possible and would 
minimize the potential impact to residential properties located east of the UPR rail right-
of-way along Rawson Avenue. However, this location may add significant cost to the 
construction of an extension due to the need to cross the UPR rail line in two places—a  
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point south of College Avenue and a point north of Drexel Avenue. It would also likely 
result in impacts to two businesses adjacent to the UPR rail right-of-way along this 
segment—Sievert Trucking, Inc. located north of Rawson Avenue and Tehan 
Greenhouses, Inc. located south of Rawson Avenue—possibly requiring the acquisition 
or relocation of these two businesses. 
 
It may be possible to shift the location of a Lake Parkway extension east to be adjacent to 
the We Energies right-of-way between Forest Hill Avenue and Puetz Road, rather than 
adjacent to the UPR rail right-of-way. Neither location would require the relocation or 
acquisition of any residences. In the area along Puetz Road, both locations would have 
one residence within 200 feet of the extension right-of-way. However, more residences 
along Puetz Road would be within 1,000 feet of the extension right-of-way for the 
location adjacent to the UPR rail right-of-way—about 36 residences—than for the 
location adjacent to the We Energies right-of-way—about 3 residences. In both locations, 
the extension would be located within a parcel owned by the Milwaukee Metropolitan 
Sewerage District (MMSD) at 1730 E. Puetz Road, and would be located within primary 
environmental corridor. Neither location would impact wetlands, according to the most 
recent Wisconsin Wetlands Inventory (WWI) data available at the time of the study, 
which are from the year 2005. 
 

 One person suggested that bicycles should not be allowed on a Lake Parkway extension. 
 
Response: Federal and State law require that bicycle and pedestrian accommodations be considered 

during the preliminary engineering for any new or reconstructed roadway utilizing State 
or Federal funding. During the current study, the Commission staff worked with WisDOT 
staff to determine whether and how bicycle and pedestrian accommodations could 
potentially be provided on a Lake Parkway extension. The preliminary recommendations 
included auxiliary lanes that may provide adequate bicycle accommodations, and a multi-
use trail that could accommodate both bicycles and pedestrians. It should be noted that 
the existing Lake Parkway does not currently provide bicycle or pedestrian 
accommodations. 

 
 One person suggested that electric transmission lines that would need to be relocated for a Lake 

Parkway extension should be buried rather than relocated on overhead poles and wires. 
 
Response: Between a point about 1,000 feet north of College Avenue and Rawson Avenue, a Lake 

Parkway extension would potentially impact, and require the relocation of, American 
Transmission Company (ATC) double-circuit, 138 kV electric transmission lines. ATC 
staff has indicated that it may be possible to relocate these lines on overhead poles 
between the UPR rail line and the extension. The transmission lines could be buried 
should this be determined to be infeasible. However, ATC staff indicated that burying the 
lines would be undesirable due to the significantly higher cost (potentially 20 times 
higher than relocating on overhead poles), the difficulty in maintaining the buried lines, a 
need for higher capacity lines, and a need for additional time to design and construct the 
buried lines. 

 
Other Comments and Suggestions 
 
 Fourteen persons suggested specific impacts of a Lake Parkway extension that should be addressed 

should an extension be implemented. Twelve of the total 14 persons suggested that sufficient  
  



10 

measures should be taken to minimize the noise impact related to a Lake Parkway extension. Seven of 
the total 14 persons suggested that sufficient measures should be taken to minimize the impact of an 
extension on the quality and rate of stormwater runoff. Two of the total 14 persons suggested that 
impacts to wetlands should be considered. One of the total 14 persons suggested that impacts to 
capped landfills should be considered. 

 
Response: The Commission staff has analyzed the potential right-of-way impacts of a Lake Parkway 

extension. The purpose of this necessarily general analysis was to attempt to estimate the 
possible impacts of an extension. The study Advisory Committee will use this analysis 
when determining whether to continue to recommend an extension. Should an extension 
ultimately proceed to implementation, WisDOT would conduct a more detailed 
evaluation of the extension during preliminary engineering and environmental impact 
studies. During those studies, WisDOT would develop alternative designs for the 
extension and would identify and attempt to reduce the specific impacts associated with 
those design alternatives. 
 
With regard to noise impacts, WisDOT is required to identify the need, feasibility, and 
location of potential noise barriers on any new roadway during preliminary engineering 
and environmental impact studies, as defined in TRANS 405 of the Wisconsin 
Administrative Code. Need is established based upon existing and projected future noise 
levels, and noise level standards. Feasibility is defined as a maximum cost of a potential 
noise barrier not exceeding $30,000 (1988 dollars) per abutting residence. WisDOT also 
works with local communities in an effort to obtain local community understanding, and 
support of, needed and feasible noise barriers. 
 
With regard to stormwater management, WisDOT is required to properly address 
stormwater management issues, and would identify stormwater management controls that 
minimize the impact of a Lake Parkway extension on the quality and rate of stormwater 
runoff. The stormwater management procedures are defined in TRANS 401 of the 
Wisconsin Administrative Code. In terms of the quality of stormwater runoff, total 
suspended solids in stormwater runoff must be reduced by a minimum of 80 percent 
compared to no runoff management controls. In terms of the rate of stormwater runoff, 
peak runoff discharge rates must be maintained or reduced to the maximum extent 
practicable compared to the rate prior to implementation of an extension. In addition to 
the administrative code requirements, a cooperative agreement between WisDOT and the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources requires the two agencies to work together 
to identify stormwater management controls during preliminary engineering and 
environmental impact studies. WisDOT also includes other agencies impacted by 
stormwater runoff, like the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District, in the 
identification of stormwater management controls. 
 
With regard to the subject wetlands, a Lake Parkway extension should be located so as to 
avoid any wetland losses where practical, and to minimize adverse impacts to wetlands 
that may result from an extension. Compensatory mitigation will be required for any 
wetlands that would be impacted by an extension. Such compensatory mitigation would 
be determined by WisDOT in coordination with Federal agencies and the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural of Resources, should an extension be implemented. Compensatory 
mitigation will provide functional replacement of the types of wetlands impacted and 
result in a no net-loss of wetlands, replacing a minimum of every acre lost. Wetland  
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compensatory mitigation sites are typically established adjacent to, or in the general 
vicinity of, any impacted wetlands so that the wetland compensatory mitigation replaces 
any impacted wetland types, functions, and values. 
 
With regard to landfills, WisDOT will avoid contaminated areas where practical when 
designing a Lake Parkway extension, should an extension ultimately be implemented. 
Where impractical to avoid contaminated areas, WisDOT would attempt to minimize the 
disturbance of contaminated soils or water. Any contaminated soils or water encountered 
during construction of an extension would require special handling and disposal. 
 

 Four persons commented on aspects of the existing Lake Parkway and IH 794. Two persons 
suggested that the Daniel Hoan Memorial Bridge connecting IH 794 in downtown Milwaukee to the 
Lake Parkway should be repaired and re-decked, rather than removed and replaced. Two persons 
suggested that WisDOT should consider constructing a grade-separated interchange on the existing 
Lake Parkway at Oklahoma Avenue to replace the existing overpass with jughandle ramp access. 

 
Response: The Daniel Hoan Memorial Bridge (Hoan Bridge) connects IH 794 in downtown 

Milwaukee to the Lake Parkway across the Milwaukee River inlet. WisDOT is 
conducting preliminary and final engineering to repair and re-deck the Hoan Bridge, with 
construction scheduled to begin in 2013. With regard to the existing Lake Parkway 
intersection at Oklahoma Avenue, WisDOT recently implemented an alternative design, 
which provides a free flow right turn going northbound on the Lake Parkway from 
Oklahoma Avenue and a free flow movement for the two southbound traffic lanes on 
Lake Parkway through the intersection. Regardless of whether or not an extension is 
implemented, WisDOT would be responsible for considering any additional alternative 
designs at Oklahoma Avenue, such as a grade-separated interchange. 

 
 Three persons questioned whether a local cost sharing would be required for a Lake Parkway 

extension. Two of the total three persons suggested that it may be appropriate for the South Shore 
communities to contribute a portion of the necessary funding for an extension. 

 
Response: WisDOT has an established procedure for determining whether a local cost share would 

be required when constructing a new road. This procedure currently requires cost sharing 
when there is or will be 40 percent or more local traffic utilizing the new road. Local 
traffic is defined as traffic that uses or will use a segment of road and that has an origin or 
destination within one-half mile of the road’s limits. The Commission staff has estimated 
that the forecasted local traffic—within one-half mile of the project limits—would likely 
be substantially less than 40 percent of the traffic utilizing a Lake Parkway extension. 
Thus, based on the current requirement, a local cost share may not be required for an 
extension. Assuming there would not be a local cost share requirement, funding for an 
extension would likely come from a combination of State and Federal funding sources. 

 
 Two persons suggested that transit service improvements such as park-ride facilities should be 

considered over or near a Lake Parkway extension. 
 
Response: The current year 2035 regional transportation system plan for the seven-county 

Southeastern Wisconsin Region has long recognized the need for public transit as part of 
a balanced, multimodal transportation system. The public transit element of the year 2035 
regional transportation plan recommends a nearly doubling of transit service in the 
Region by the year 2035, including transit service improvements (development of rapid  
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and express transit) and an expansion of transit service area, frequency, and hours of 
operation. Should a Lake Parkway extension ultimately proceed to implementation, the 
Commission staff could work with Milwaukee County and the Milwaukee County 
Transit System to review the Milwaukee County short-range transit development plan 
and the transit element of the long-range regional transportation plan, to determine how 
these plans should change with implementation of a Lake Parkway extension. These 
potential changes would be considered with respect to transit service improvements over 
the existing Lake Parkway and a Lake Parkway extension, including the consideration of 
park-ride facilities. 

 
 Two persons questioned the need for a right-of-way width of 130 feet for a Lake Parkway extension. 

 
Response: The cross-section for a Lake Parkway extension includes an approximate right-of-way 

width of 130 feet, which was used to determine potential right-of-way acquisitions and 
impacts of an extension. The cross-section is essentially the same as the existing typical 
cross-sections on the Lake Parkway between Edgerton and St. Francis Avenues, with the 
one difference being that an extension includes a multi-use trail to accommodate bicycles 
and pedestrians, while the existing Lake Parkway does not. It should be noted that it may 
be possible to reduce the right-of-way width by about 25 feet, particularly between 
roadway crossing treatments, by decreasing the median width by about 25 feet. 

 
 One person suggested that the wetlands delineated on the maps for the preliminary recommendations 

of a Lake Parkway extension were outdated. 
 
Response: The wetlands delineated on the maps for the preliminary recommendations of a Lake 

Parkway extension utilize the most recent Wisconsin Wetlands Inventory (WWI) data 
available at the time of the study, which are from the year 2005. Field delineation of the 
wetlands that would be impacted by a Lake Parkway extension would be conducted by 
WisDOT during preliminary engineering and environmental impact studies, should a 
Lake Parkway extension be implemented. 

 
 One person suggested that a Lake Parkway extension should be connected directly to General 

Mitchell International Airport. 
 
Response: Access to General Mitchell International Airport from a Lake Parkway extension would 

be provided via two major arterial roadways—Layton Avenue and College Avenue—
both connecting to the Airport via Howell Avenue, another major arterial roadway. 
Should an extension ultimately proceed to implementation, additional access to the 
Airport from an extension, including consideration of connecting transit to the Airport 
from an extension, would need to be considered by WisDOT, the affected local and 
County governments, and the Airport itself. 

 
 One person suggested that a Lake Parkway extension should accommodate emergency vehicles by 

providing emergency vehicle preemption, proper lighting, and adequate emergency access. 
 

Response: Accommodating emergency vehicles is an important consideration when designing any 
new roadway. Should a Lake Parkway extension proceed to implementation, WisDOT 
would work with affected local and County governments to determine the most 
appropriate accommodations for emergency vehicles. 
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One person questioned whether locating a Lake Parkway extension on undeveloped land adjacent to 
the We Energies right-of-way had been considered to minimize the amount of utilities that would 
need to be relocated for an extension. 

 
Response: The alignment of the preliminary recommended Lake Parkway extension is located 

outside the We Energies right-of-way where there would be adequate undeveloped land, 
in an attempt to avoid the need to relocate utilities wherever possible, while also 
attempting to minimize impact to existing and planned development along the Lake 
Parkway extension. The segment of the proposed Lake Parkway extension just south of 
College Avenue is within the We Energies right-of-way in an attempt to minimize the 
potential impact on the site for a proposed U.S. Postal Service facility southwest of the 
intersection of Pennsylvania and College Avenues. Should the proposed U.S. Postal 
Service facility not be implemented, it may be possible to locate an extension outside the 
We Energies right-of-way along that segment. 

 
 One person questioned whether the Interplant Solids Pipeline owned by MMSD would need to be 

relocated for a Lake Parkway extension. 
 

Response: During the study, the Commission staff had discussions with MMSD staff regarding 
potential impacts to the Interplant Solids Pipeline (ISP) owned by MMSD. As a result of 
those discussions, it was determined that a Lake Parkway extension could likely be 
constructed above the ISP—similar to the existing Lake Parkway—if access to the ISP is 
maintained. Should an extension ultimately proceed to implementation, WisDOT would 
conduct a more detailed evaluation of the extension during preliminary engineering and 
environmental impact studies. During those studies, WisDOT would develop alternative 
designs for the extension and would identify and attempt to reduce the specific impacts 
associated with those design alternatives, including any specific impacts to the ISP. 

 
 One person questioned whether the multi-use path proposed along a Lake Parkway extension would 

connect to existing trails and paths. 
 

Response: The preliminary recommendation for a Lake Parkway extension includes a multi-use path 
located in the buffer area to the east of the travelled way for an extension. The specific 
location for the multi-use trail, along with locations for the provision of access to existing 
trails and paths, would be determined by WisDOT during preliminary engineering, 
should an extension ultimately be implemented. 

 
 One person questioned whether the planned widening of Pennsylvania Avenue from two to four 

traffic lanes between College Avenue and Rawson Avenue would still be needed if a Lake Parkway 
extension is implemented. 

 
Response: The planned widening of Pennsylvania Avenue from two to four traffic lanes between 

College Avenue and Rawson Avenue has proceeded through preliminary engineering and 
final engineering and design. This widening is scheduled to be implemented during the 
year 2012. 

 
 One person suggested that Federal funding allocated to the City of Milwaukee for its Downtown 

Streetcar project be reallocated to fund a portion of the cost for a Lake Parkway extension. 
 
Response: In 2009, Federal legislation allocated $54.9 million of Federal Interstate Cost Estimate 

(ICE) funding to the City of Milwaukee specifically for a Downtown Streetcar project. 
 

*     *     * 
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Appendix A

COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM FEBRUARY 15, 2012, THROUGH MARCH 15, 2012,
ON PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS OF A STUDY OF A LAKE PARKWAY (STH 794) EXTENSION

FROM EDGERTON AVENUE TO STH 100 IN MILWAUKEE COUNTY
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PUBLIC MEETING

The public meeting on the preliminary recommendations for a

Lake Parkway extension will be held on Wednesday, February

29, 2012. Staff will be available in an “open house” format

starting at 6:00 pm to individually answer questions and provide

information. A brief presentation will be made by staff at 6:30 pm

followed by a question and answer period.At any time during the

meeting, oral comment may be given to a court reporter, or

written comment may be submitted. The public meeting will be

held:

South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center

901 15th Avenue, South Milwaukee

Comments will be accepted through , and can be

provided in written or oral form at the meeting, electronically via

email or through the Lake Parkway extension webpage, or via

letter:

Mail: Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission

PO Box 1607, Waukesha, WI 53187-1607

Website: www.sewrpc.org/LakeParkway

E-mail: LakeParkway@sewrpc.org

Fax: (262) 547-1103

Wednesday, February 29, 2012, 6:00-8:00 pm

March 15, 2012

Persons with special needs are asked to contact the SEWRPC
offices at (262) 547-6721 a minimum of 48 hours prior to the
meeting date so that appropriate arrangements can be made
regarding site access, mobility, materials review or
interpretation, questions or comments, or other needs.

LAKE PARKWAY EXTENSION
STUDY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The study is guided by an Advisory Committee composed primarily of

elected officials. The Advisory Committee is responsible for making

the preliminary and final study recommendations.

Allan Foeckler ..............................................Mayor, City of Oak Creek

Patricia Jursik, Chair.......................................Supervisor, 8th District,

Milwaukee County Board

Frank Busalacchi..................................Director of Transportation and

Public Works, Milwaukee County

Paul Cesarz ....................................................Supervisor, 9th District,

Milwaukee County Board

Tony Day...........................................................Mayor, City of Cudahy

Marina Dimitrijevic...........................................Supervisor, 4th District,

Milwaukee County Board

Mark Honadel ...................................................State Representative,

21st Assembly District,

State of Wisconsin

Ghassan Korban ................................Commissioner of Public Works,

City of Milwaukee

Christopher J. Larson ..............................Senator, 7th Senate District,

State of Wisconsin

Al Richards...................................................Mayor, City of St. Francis

Jon Richards.....................................................State Representative,

19thAssembly District,

State of Wisconsin

Christine Sinicki ................................................State Representative,

20thAssembly District,

State of Wisconsin

Thomas Zepecki ................................Mayor, City of South Milwaukee

The SoutheasternWisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) is studying an extension of the Lake Parkway (STH 794) from its
current terminus at EdgertonAvenue to STH 100. The study was requested by Milwaukee County and the Cities of Cudahy, Oak Creek, St.
Francis, and South Milwaukee.

The study will ultimately recommend whether an extension of the Lake Parkway should be added to the regional transportation plan and a
request be made that the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) subsequently conduct the necessary preliminary engineering
and environmental impact study for the Lake Parkway extension.

PLANNING PROCESS

NEXT STEPS

As part of the study effort, SEWRPC staff first developed alternative designs for a Lake Parkway extension, including alternative
alignments, cross-sections, and roadway crossing treatments. These alternatives were developed under guidance from the Advisory
Committee, and attempted to minimize impact on existing and planned land uses. The Advisory Committee reviewed the alternative
designs and selected a recommended design for a Lake Parkway extension. SEWRPC staff then evaluated the recommended design's
benefits, estimated construction cost, and right-of-way acquisition and impacts.

Based upon the evaluation, theAdvisory Committee made a preliminary recommendation for the extension of the Lake Parkway, including
an alignment, cross-section, and roadway crossing treatments. The preliminary recommendations to be presented to the public for
comment are summarized in this brochure.

Following the public meeting and public comment period, SEWRPC staff will prepare a record of the public comments received and
present it to the Lake Parkway Extension Study Advisory Committee. The Advisory Committee will then consider whether additional
alternatives and/or analyses need to be considered, and will make a final recommendation to SEWRPC and SEWRPC's Advisory
Committee on Regional Transportation System Planning as to whether a Lake Parkway extension should be added to the regional
transportation plan and a request be made that WisDOT subsequently conduct the necessary preliminary engineering and environmental
impact study for the Lake Parkway extension.

SUMMARY BROCHURE 1 FEBRUARY 2012

LAKE PARKWAY EXTENSION STUDY:

PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS
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Map 1

GENERAL ALIGNMENT OF THE
LAKE PARKWAY EXTENSION

PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDED
LAKE PARKWAY EXTENSION DESIGN

Alignment

Cross-section

Roadway Crossing Treatments

Map 1 shows the potential alignment of the preliminary recom-
mended Lake Parkway extension. Between Edgerton Avenue and
Rawson Avenue, the Lake Parkway extension would be routed
adjacent to the Union Pacific Railroad (UPR) rail line, partly
within the UPR rail right-of-way and the We Energies right-of-
way, requiring relocation of We Energies electric and gas facilities
and American Transmission Company electric transmission lines
along the alignment. The extension would be outside but adjacent
to the We Energies right-of-way between Rawson Avenue and
Forest Hill Avenue. The extension would continue adjacent to the
UPR rail right-of-way between Forest HillAvenue and STH 100.

The cross-section for the preliminary recommended Lake
Parkway extension is proposed as an urban divided roadway with
four travel lanes, two auxiliary lanes, and a multi-use trail. The
cross-section is designed for a speed limit of 40 miles per hour,
similar to the existing Lake Parkway, and would require an overall
right-of-way width of about 130 feet. Reductions to the right-of-
way width may be possible between major arterial roadways.

Access to the Lake Parkway extension is proposed to be restricted
to main arterial roadways, and would be provided at Layton
Avenue, Edgerton Avenue, College Avenue (CTH ZZ), Rawson
Avenue (CTH BB), Drexel Avenue, Puetz Road, and STH 100.
Table 1 provides the preferred crossing treatment for each
roadway crossing along the Lake Parkway extension.

Table 1

PREFERRED ROADWAY CROSSING

TREATMENTS ALONG THE LAKE PARKWAY EXTENSION

GENERAL
MITCHELL

INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT

LAYTON AVENUE

EDGERTON AVENUE

GRANGE AVENUE

COLLEGE AVENUE

RAWSON AVENUE

U
N

IO
N

P
A

C
IF

IC
R

A
IL

R
O

A
D

DREXEL AVENUE

FOREST HILL AVENUE

PUETZ ROAD

RYAN ROAD

STH 100

N
IC
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O

L
S

O
N

R
O

A
D

P
E

N
N

S
Y

L
V

A
N

IA
A

V
E

N
U

E

LAKE PARKWAY EXTENSION

INTERCHANGE

INTERSECTION

EXISTING HALF INTERCHANGE

Roadway Crossing Potential Crossing Treatment

Layton Avenue
Add southbound on-ramp to

existing half interchange

Edgerton Avenue
Replace current connection with

northbound on-and off-ramps

Grange Avenue No access

College Avenue (CTH ZZ)
Overpass with “jughandle” ramp

access

Rawson Avenue (CTH BB) Grade-separated interchange

Drexel Avenue Grade-separated interchange

Forest Hill Avenue Overpass with no access

Puetz Road Grade-separated interchange

Ryan Road
Cul-de-sac on each side of Lake

Parkway

STH 100
At-grade intersection west of

Pennsylvania Avenue

Source: SEWRPC.Source: SEWRPC.
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POTENTIAL BENEFITS, IMPACTS, AND COSTS OF LAKE PARKWAY EXTENSION

Anticipated Benefits
Improvement in Traffic Congestion (Comparing Year 2035 Forecast Traffic Volumes)
The preliminary recommended Lake Parkway extension is forecast to carry 24,000 to 29,000 vehicles per average weekday
between EdgertonAvenue and Puetz Road, and about 9,000 vehicles per average weekday between Puetz Road and STH 100.

On north-south arterial roadways adjacent to the Lake Parkway extension—including Pennsylvania Avenue, Howell Avenue, 13th
Street, Puetz Road, and STH 32 (ChicagoAvenue)—traffic volumes would be reduced with the Lake Parkway extension. Projected
future congestion would be expected to be eliminated on PennsylvaniaAvenue between CollegeAvenue and EdgertonAvenue, and
on Howell Avenue between Puetz Road and Drexel Avenue. One exception would be on the segment of Pennsylvania Avenue
between Edgerton Avenue and Layton Avenue, where traffic volumes would increase, resulting in modest congestion, due to
northbound traffic exiting the Lake Parkway extension at EdgertonAvenue to get to LaytonAvenue.

On east-west arterial roadways that would be used to access the Lake Parkway extension—including Rawson Avenue, Drexel
Avenue, Puetz Road, and STH 100—traffic volumes on some segments would be increased with the Lake Parkway extension.These
increases would not result in congestion, with the exception of modest congestion on STH 100 between Pennsylvania Avenue and
15thAvenue.

With a Lake Parkway extension, planned widening from two to four travel lanes on PennsylvaniaAvenue between RawsonAvenue
and MilwaukeeAvenue and on 13th Street between RawsonAvenue and Puetz Road may no longer be needed.

Implementation of a Lake Parkway extension would be expected to reduce by five minutes the estimated travel time between STH
100 and LaytonAvenue (10 minutes on a Lake Parkway extension compared to 15 minutes on PennsylvaniaAvenue without a Lake
Parkway extension).

Improvement inAccessibility

Improvement in Safety
Based on an analysis of estimated crash rates, an overall reduction of vehicular crashes with the implementation of a Lake Parkway
extension would be expected. Between intersections, the crash rate on the Lake Parkway extension would be about half that of
Pennsylvania Avenue-the primary arterial which would carry traffic in the absence of a Lake Parkway extension. At crossing
roadways, through traffic on the Lake Parkway extension would generally flow freely and avoid conflicts with crossing traffic given
that grade-separated interchanges are recommended at most crossings where access would be provided.

Potential Impacts
Right-of-way Impacts
Table 2 provides a summary of the principal right-of-way impacts estimated to
result from a Lake Parkway extension. The Lake Parkway extension is estimated
to require the acquisition or relocation of one residential structure, but no
commercial, industrial, or institutional structures would need to be acquired or
relocated. Implementation of the Lake Parkway extension is estimated to disrupt
56 residential units and 12 commercial/industrial structures located along or
adjacent to the extension.Aunit or structure was considered as being disrupted if it
was located within about 200 feet of the right-of-way required for the Lake
Parkway extension.

The Lake Parkway extension would impact environmentally sensitive areas,
specifically an estimated 41 acres of primary environmental corridor, 27 acres of
wetlands, and 20 acres of park or recreational land. No secondary environmental
corridors, isolated natural resource areas, or prime agricultural land would be
impacted. It was also determined that where the Lake Parkway extension
alignment is located within the We Energies right-of-way, We Energies electric
and gas facilities and American Transmission Company electric transmission
lines would need to be relocated.

Other Potential Issues
In addition to right-of-way impacts, two primary issues have been identified that
WisDOT would need to address should the Lake Parkway extension be advanced
to preliminary engineering and environmental impact study. First, the Lake
Parkway extension would need to be constructed to follow Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) and Milwaukee County height restrictions for new
structures along and near General Mitchell International Airport. Second,
potential security concerns relating to existing and planned 128th Air Refueling
Wing facilities would need to be addressed.

The estimated capital costs for a Lake Parkway extension are provided inTable 3.
Estimated Cost

Table 2

POTENTIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY IMPACTS
OF A LAKE PARKWAY EXTENSION

Table 3

ESTIMATED CAPITAL COSTS
(YEAR 2010 DOLLARS) FOR THE

LAKE PARKWAY EXTENSION

Evaluation Measure

Lake Parkway

Extension

Residential structure

acquisition/relocation
1

Right-of-way acquisition (acres) 118

Primary environmental corridors

impacted (acres)
41

Wetlands impacted (acres) 27

Park/recreational land impacted—

Oak Creek Parkway 20

Source: SEWRPC.

Item Capital Costs

Construction

Right-of-way

Utility Relocation

$192.8 million

5.7 million

8.7 million

Total $207.2 million

Source: SEWRPC.
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Public Meeting

Contacts:

You are invited to attend an upcoming public meeting on the Lake
Parkway extension study. At the meeting, you can learn more about
the study, discuss it with Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning
Commission staff, and comment on the work performed to date.

If you cannot attend the meeting, please visit the study website to
view the information presented, request a briefing by study staff, or
comment on the study.You can submit written comments via mail, e-
mail, or fax through March 15, 2012.

Website: www.sewrpc.org/LakeParkway
E-mail: LakeParkway@sewrpc.org
Fax: (262) 547-1103
Mail: PO Box 1607,Waukesha,WI 53187-1607

Kenneth R.Yunker, Executive Director
SoutheasternWisconsin Regional Planning Commission
Phone: (262) 547-6721

Eric Lynde, Senior Engineer
SoutheasternWisconsin Regional Planning Commission
Phone: (262) 547-6721

PUBLIC MEETING

The public meeting on the preliminary recommendations for a

Lake Parkway extension will be held on Wednesday, February

29, 2012. Staff will be available in an “open house” format starting

at 6:00 pm to individually answer questions and provide

information. A brief presentation will be made by staff at 6:30 pm

followed by a question and answer period. At any time during the

meeting, oral comment may be given to a court reporter, or

written comment may be submitted. The public meeting will be

held:

South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center

901 15th Avenue, South Milwaukee

Comments will be accepted through , and can be

provided in written or oral form at the meeting, electronically via

email or through the Lake Parkway extension webpage, or via

letter:

Mail: Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission

PO Box 1607, Waukesha, WI 53187-1607

Website:

E-mail:

Fax: (262) 547-1103

Wednesday, February 29, 2012, 6:00-8:00 pm

March 15, 2012

www.sewrpc.org/LakeParkway
LakeParkway@sewrpc.org

Persons with special needs are asked to contact the SEWRPC
offices at (262) 547-6721 a minimum of 48 hours prior to the
meeting date so that appropriate arrangements can be made
regarding site access, mobility, materials review or
interpretation, questions or comments, or other needs.
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New College Avenue Will Fuel Economic Growth 

 
 
College Avenue reopened on November 18.  It has been reconstructed to a boulevard 
with two lanes in each direction.  Some of the local leaders supportive of the repair 
helped to cut the ribbon in the photograph above.  The Runway Safety Area overpass 
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Final E-Newsletter Distributed Until Early April 
The election season begins on December 1.  According to State Statute 11.33(a)1, 
"No person elected to state or local office who becomes a candidate for national, 
state or local office may use public funds for the cost of materials or distribution for 
50 or more pieces of substantially identical material" until the election is held on 
April 3. 
 
In order to comply with this Statute, the December e-news is being issued in late 
November.  The January-March editions of the e-news will not be e-mailed, but 
will still be available for you to view on my website at 
http://county.milwaukee.gov/Jursik/Enews.htm 
 
Feel free to check back each month to see what's happening in the 8th Supervisory 
District. 
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appears in the background. 
 
The rebuild of College Avenue from Howell to Pennsylvania Avenues, originally 
planned to cost $9 million, came in under budget.  80% was funded through federal 
money allocated to the State of Wisconsin, while 20% was financed by Milwaukee 
County bonds.  Local funding was also provided by the cities of Milwaukee, Cudahy 
and South Milwaukee. 
 
The Pennsylvania to Packard/Chicago Avenue portion was repaired through $2 million 
from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (the “Stimulus”).  Milwaukee 
County funded the design work. 
 
As you travel along East College Avenue, passing General Mitchell International 
Airport (GMIA), you will travel under an overpass.  GMIA’s Runway Safety Area 
(RSA) project will bring the RSAs for both of the main runways into compliance with 
Federal Aviation Administration regulations. Each RSA is an area at the end of the 
runway which is 1,000 feet long, 500 feet wide and free of all obstructions, for the 
safety of airplanes and their passengers, should the aircraft overshoot the end of the 
runway. 
 
The Airport is installing an access road over College Avenue which will run parallel to 
the RSA overpass.  The eastbound median lane will be closed to create room for crane 
access during construction. 
 
This new roadway is a huge improvement for the area.  It will help attract employers to 
the new MKE Regional Business Park under development at the former 440th Airlift 
Wing site which is now owned by Milwaukee County. 
 
 
2012 Budget Vetoes 
 
Public Safety 
I voted to override the Executive’s veto of over $1.5 million for Sheriff’s deputies.  My 
concern for public safety and the cooperation that we got from the union in agreeing to 
the same health care and pension cuts that other County workers have taken convinced 
me that this was the correct vote on behalf of our district.  Overall, we preserved over 
60 positions and may realize more depending on how many deputies retire before the 
end of the year. 
 
I also voted to override the Executive’s partial veto of $1.5 million for the paramedic 
program.  The cities of Cudahy and St. Francis would have been left without 
Emergency Medical Services without this subsidy from the County, while South 
Milwaukee and Oak Creek, two cities that provide services beyond their own 
boundaries, would have been unable or greatly challenged to continue this consolidated 
service within our district. 
 
Facility Planning 
I supported transferring early debt payments to the funding of a facilities assessment 
that was part of the Strategic Planning directives.  This necessary assessment should 
allow the County to ultimately reduce its ownership of vacant or partially vacant 
buildings and determine what the County should sell.  The County Executive decided 
this was a good plan and did not veto the budget amendment that I had sponsored. 
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Transit 
The good news regarding buses was the grant money from the Congestion Mitigation 
and Air Quality Improvement Program which allowed us to retain all of the Route 15’s 
service area (although it will be restructured), all of the school routes and countywide 
paratransit service. 
 
Senior Centers 
All of the senior centers will continue to be funded. 
 
Mental Health Redesign 
The County continues the mental health redesign which seeks to serve more citizens in 
the community and reduce the need to house patients in the mental health hospital. 
 
Parks 
The bad news is the Parks Department took additional cuts of about $3 million and lost 
some seasonal employee hours.  Cultural institutions such as the museums, the Zoo and 
others received 15% across the board cuts. 
 
Wellness 
I did not support the County Board's wellness initiative.  While we do need to consider 
a wellness program to keep our workforce healthy and cut health care costs, I would 
like to see a strong review by our entire benefits team and then design an appropriate 
program, not just design one from the County Board's review.  I supported the County 
Executive’s veto of this plan, which was sustained by the Board. 
 
Employees 
Our County employees took the greatest burden of the cuts.  A full $22 million was 
realized by reducing health care benefits and requiring employees to pay more for their 
pensions.  The Sheriff's union agreed to also take cuts (this remains as one of the few 
bargaining units that can negotiate work rules and other non-salary items).  This 
concession by the Sheriff's union will additionally allow the County to retain an 
unspecified number of deputies that would have been laid off.  A specific number will 
be finalized by the end of the year. 
 
Impact on Taxes 
On November 7, I did not support the County Board’s version of the 2012 Budget due 
to the proposed increase of 2.3%.  I voted against many amendments that added 
unnecessary spending.  The County Executive vetoed some of these amendments.  On 
November 16, the Board voted to override 18 of his 23 vetoes.  Details are available 
here.  The final tax levy in a total budget of about $1.3 billion is $275,805,499. 
 
 
Public Hearing on Proposed Extension of 794 Lake Parkway 
As Chair of the Advisory Committee on the Lake Arterial Extension Study, I have 
participated in several meetings reviewing a possible extension of 794.  We have 
considered estimated cost, benefit and impact, along with the potential footprint, design 
and crossings of an extension of 794 Lake Parkway. 
 
Our committee would like input from all members of the community.  Please join us at 
this important event: 
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8th District Welcomes Addition of an Oak Creek Neighborhood 
Having received the recent Census data for our communities, Milwaukee County 
needed to ensure that each district contained a nearly equal number of residents.  The 
Board also moved to reduce the number of supervisory districts from 19 to 18.  This 
means that each supervisor will be responsive to approximately 52,651 constituents. 
 
District 8 gained a portion of Oak Creek.  The new area is bounded by Chicago Road, 
American Avenue, the railroad tracks, Puetz Road, 5th Avenue and Forest Hill Avenue.  
I welcome these residents into my district. 
 
The map below illustrates this addition.  A complete map is available at 
http://county.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/cntySupervisors/2012FinalSupervisoryDistricts.pdf 
 
These changes will take effect with the spring elections in 2012. 

 
 
 

 

 
Saturday, December 3  – Family FREE Day at the Zoo, 9:30am-4:30pm 
All visitors receive free admission. The parking fee remains in effect.  At Milwaukee County 

Zoo, 10001 West Blue Mound Road, Milwaukee. milwaukeezoo.org 256-5466 

District 8’s addition of 
another Oak Creek 

neighborhood appears in 

yellow.   

Public Hearing on the Proposed Extension of 794 Lake Parkway
 
Wednesday, February 29, 2012 
South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center (901 15th Avenue, South Milwaukee)  
6 p.m.:  View displays in the lobby (maps, charts, etc.) 
6:30 p.m.:  Formal presentation, followed by written or verbal comments/questions 
from the public 
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Thursday, December 8 – Friends of Grant Park & Park Watch holiday social, 6pm 
Enjoy the company of the Friends of Grant Park and Park Watch.  If you wish to participate in 

the cookie exchange, please bring 2 dozen cookies.  At Grant Park Clubhouse, 100 Hawthorne 

Av, South Milwaukee. 764-0612 www.fogp.org  

 

Thursday, December 8 – Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra Presents: Holiday Pops, Too 
concert in South Milwaukee, 7:30pm 
This year, make the holidays even more special with the sparkling sounds of the Milwaukee 

Symphony Orchestra at the South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center! Join Assistant 

Conductor Francesco Lecce-Chong and the MSO as they perform all your holiday favorites.  At 

South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center, 901 15
th
 Av, South Milwaukee.  To purchase tickets, 

please contact 766-5049. www.southmilwaukeepac.org 

 

Saturday, December 3 – Indoor Christmas Market, 10am-3pm 
More than 40 vendors of arts, crafts, organics, baked goods and other prepared food along 

with live music from local artists.  At Caterpillar’s Heritage Building and Museum, 1970 10th
 

Avenue, South Milwaukee. www.smdowntownmarket.org 

 

Saturday, December 10 – Christmas at the Depot, 9am-2pm 
Pictures with Santa. Bakery, hot lunch, poinsettias and candy for purchase. Sponsored by 

Cudahy Historical Society.  At the Depot, 4647 S Kinnickinnic Av., Cudahy. 

 

Saturday, December 10 – Indoor Christmas Market, 10am-3pm 
More than 40 vendors of arts, crafts, organics, baked goods and other prepared food along 

with live music from local artists.  At Caterpillar’s Heritage Building and Museum, 1970 10th
 

Avenue, South Milwaukee. www.smdowntownmarket.org 

 

Saturday, December 10  – Holiday Bake & Cookie Sale, 2pm 
Sponsored by Friends of Mill Pond & Oak Creek Watercourse and South Milwaukee Historical 

Society.  At Grant Park Clubhouse, 100 Hawthorne Av, South Milwaukee. 571-1191 

 

Monday, December 12 – Cudahy Historical Society and Cudahy Family Library Annual 
Holiday Dinner:  5:30pm cocktails, 6pm dinner, 7:30pm entertainment 
Dinner with live entertainment at Joe’s K Ranch, 4840 S. Whitnall Avenue, Cudahy. $20 tickets 
for purchase at Cudahy Family Library, 3500 Library Dr., Cudahy. 

 

Tuesday, December 13 – Interpretations & Images of Cleopatra over 2,000 Years, 
11:30am luncheon & 12:30pm lecture 
Curator of Ancient History Carter Lupton will discuss physical and intellectual portrayals of this 

ancient queen of Egypt, helping us to find what she was really like.  Enjoy lunch and the lecture 

for $20 (nonmembers) or $17 (members).  Visitors can opt to listen to just the lecture for $5 

(nonmembers)  or free (members).  Please register in advance. 

 

Tuesday, December 13 – Friends of Mill Pond meeting, 6:30pm 
At Marquette Manor (2409 10

th
 Av, South Milwaukee). 571-1191 

 
Thursday, December 15 – County Board Meeting, 9:30am 
At Milwaukee County Courthouse, Room 200 

 

Sunday, December 25 –FREE Day at the Zoo, 9:30am-2:30pm 
Milwaukee County residents with ID receive free admission. The parking fee remains in effect. 

At Milwaukee County Zoo, 10001 West Blue Mound Road, Milwaukee. milwaukeezoo.org 256-

5466 

 
Wednesday, December 28 – Cudahy Neighborhood Watch meeting, 6pm 

At Cudahy Family Library, 3500 Library Dr., Cudahy. 414-324-5531 

 

Sunday, January 1, 2010 – Cool Kite Festival, 11am-5pm 
The “Kite Whisperer” will provide kite-flying lessons. All are welcome to participate in this “fun 
flight” with a kite brought from home or one purchased at the event. Witness the giant kites of 
Yves Laforest. Watch ice artists in action and take a horse-drawn carriage ride for a small fee. 

Complementary hot chocolate and coffee while it lasts thanks to Caribou Coffee. Dress warm. 

At Veterans Park, 1010 N. Lincoln Memorial Dr., Milwaukee. www.giftofwings.com 277-9121 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………..…………..… 
Ongoing: 
 

 
THE DOMES 
 
Music Under Glass, Thursdays until March 31,  
6:30-8:30pm  
 
Enjoy the new lighting of the domes with light shows  

at the break and following the concert.  At The Domes, 524 S. Layton Blvd. 649-9830.  

Regular admission applies. Check out the schedule of music at: 

www.county.milwaukee.gov/FloralShowampEventSc10360/MusicUnderGlass.htm 

 

Holly, Jolly Holidays at The Domes until January 1, 2012 
Santas from around the world come together at the Holly, Jolly Holidays,  

surrounded by decorated spruce trees and  hundreds of poinsettias that  

fill the Show Dome with vibrant color. At The Domes, 524 S. Layton Blvd.  

649-9830. Hours and admission are posted here. 

 

 

ICE SKATING  
 
At Sheridan Park Lagoon, 4800 S. Lake Dr, Cudahy 

      Bring your own skates. Open weather permitting. 

      Call 257-PARK (7275) for current conditions. 

 

At Red Arrow Park, 920 N. Water St, Milwaukee 

       (accessible via Route 15, www.ridemcts.com) 
       FREE rink. Skate rental: $7 (ages 17 and under) or  

       8 (18+) (includes tax) or bring  your own.  

       Enjoy the adjacent warming house  

       with restrooms and hot beverages! Closed for  

       blizzard, wind chill or cold weather advisories  

       from the National Weather Service. Details: 

       http://county.milwaukee.gov/RedArrow11930.htm 

 

Sheridan Lagoon opens when 

ice is sufficiently thick. 

Red Arrow Rink opening will be 

announced at 

http://county.milwaukee.gov/RedA

rrow11930.htm 
 

Tentatively through Dec. 20:  

M-Th 11am-9pm, F & Sat 11am-

11pm, Sun 11am-8pm 

 

Dec. 21-24: 11am-11pm 

Dec. 25: 2-11pm 

Dec. 26-30: 10am-Midnight 

Dec. 31: 10am-1am 
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Transit Changes 
Bus riders will see changes on Sunday, January 29, 2012.  The Route 15’s two 
branches will be divided.  Express buses will be introduced along three main corridors 
of the County. 
 
Given the loss of $6.8 million in State funding, our transit system faced the elimination 
of 21 routes.  However, we received a federal grant to implement express service along 
popular corridors for three years.  To avoid duplication of services and preserve access 
to jobs, restructuring was necessary. 
 
The restructured Route 15 will run along Chicago Avenue.  Every bus will now make 
a loop at Madison, 5th and Columbia Avenues.  Route 15 will continue along Packard 
and Kinnickinnic Avenues, 1st Street, Milwaukee Avenue through Downtown 
Milwaukee, Holton Street and Port Washington Road to Bayshore Mall. 
 
The Bayshore-Airport Green Express bus will travel along Oakland Avenue near 
UW-Milwaukee, pass through Downtown Milwaukee and take Chase and Howell 
Avenues to General Mitchell International Airport. 
 
The new Route 52 will assume the western path of the old Route 15.  Route 52 will 
begin at Mitchell Street, traveling south along Kinnickinnic, Clement, Pennsylvania 
and 15th Avenues to Drexel Boulevard and Chicago Avenue. 
 
Details are posted on this main webpage, with a map of the South Shore restructuring 
and frequently asked questions. 
 
Please contact my office if you have any concerns or need help in planning your 
commute.  I regret that changes may disrupt people’s commuting routines.  These 
changes are the result of our bus system having to “do more with less” each year.  Until 
the State allows dedicated funding, transit will always be vulnerable as it is forced to 
compete with mandated services for limited funding. 
 
Seven Bridges Repair 
Funds were granted to repair the lakeside bridge and another smaller bridge at Grant 
Park’s Seven Bridges trails.  After years of advocacy, we have been able to secure this 
funding.  A contractor should repair the small bridge over the winter months.  Final 
design and bidding should proceed soon for repair of the large lakeside bridge. 
 
Greene Park Improvements 
Repairs are ongoing at Greene Park on Lunham Avenue.  The parking lot is being 
repaved.  The basketball and tennis courts are experiencing relocation and resurfacing. 
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Sheridan Park 
The Friends of Sheridan Park are dedicated to ongoing cleanup and graffiti watch.  The 
group decorated a deciduous tree outside the skating shelter for the holidays. 
 
I painted the wall on S-road to remove pornographic graffiti which needed to be 
eliminated forthwith.  I felt like Tom Sawyer as hikers looked on with curiosity.  The 
wall is now in good shape and painted brown. 
 
I would like to thank all of the stewards of our parks who have pitched in to pick up 
litter, plant flowers, eradicate weeds, report suspicious activity, and participate in 
Friends and Park Watch groups. 
 
Grant Park Roadway 
Due to other active design projects, roadway construction is scheduled for 2012. The 
new bidding schedule will help us to achieve better pricing.  Advertising for bids will 
occur in February or March 2012.  Construction should begin in early May and 
conclude in late June 2012.  The project survey and preliminary engineering were 
completed in November 2011.  The Parks department is currently televising the 
existing storm sewer system to resolve drainage issues at the site. 
 
Parks and Wildlife 
Poaching in our County Parks is illegal.  Milwaukee County Ordinance 47.05 prohibits 
hunting in the Parks without permission (although the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) controls some duck hunting at the shoreline).  These rules 
allow the public to safely visit the park. 
 
Shining any wild animal is illegal at night after 10 p.m. from September 15 through 
December 31 in Wisconsin.  Shining is also illegal if the participant is carrying a 
firearm, bow and arrow or crossbow (although exceptions apply for hunting certain 
small game). 
 
If you see anyone entering the park with a rifle or hear shots in the parks, please call 
the police immediately. 
 
DNR Conservation Warden Ben Mott will attend the Friends of Grant Park’s January 
12, 2012, meeting at 7 p.m. at Grant Park Clubhouse to discuss suspected poaching at 
Grant Park.  Warden Mott looks forward to your questions at this meeting. 
 
Shakespeare in the Courts 
The County Board moved to advance the Shakespeare in the Courts program.  This 
pilot program aims to reduce crime and save tax dollars at the same time. 
 
Two of Milwaukee County’s Circuit Court judges testified before the Judiciary and 
Health and Human Needs Committees to advocate for this unique program, which is 
not currently available in juvenile sentencing.   Shakespeare in the Courts provides a 
summer program for a group of juveniles to work with faculty and thespians in 
producing and acting in a Shakespeare play, learning the ageless lessons of 
Shakespeare. 
 
It costs Milwaukee County taxpayers more than $100,000 per year to send just one 
juvenile to a state correctional facility.  That’s more than it costs to send 16 kids to 
UWM for one year.  If we can divert funds away from the highest costs of 
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incarceration, County taxpayers save money.  This sentence is effective for an 
appropriate group of young people, as it forces them to practice discipline, 
communication and hard work. 
 
Our judges at Children’s Court have seen and heard it all.  Thousands of kids come 
before them, many with stories that might break your heart.  If these judges can 
distinguish between the few kids that would benefit from this program and those that 
need to be incarcerated, I will support their judgment. 
 
Here is my opinion editorial on the subject that appeared in the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel. 
 
War Memorial Resolution 
I authored a resolution directing that the Milwaukee County War Memorial Center 
Board and related boards respond to an audit.  The goal is for these bodies to make 
recommendations to resolve concerns identified in the recent audit.  Improvements in 
parking, facilities and governance will enable the War Memorial to more effectively 
honor veterans and promote the arts. 
 
Changes for Voters with Limited Mobility 
“Indefinitely confined” voters are persons who, because of age, physical illness, 
infirmity or disability, may have difficulty traveling to the polling place.  
 
An indefinitely confined voter can reside in: 

� Their own home � Apartment  � Nursing Home � Other Care 
Facility    

 
When applying for an absentee ballot, the voter must indicate they are indefinitely 
confined.  Indefinitely confined voters will receive absentee ballots automatically for 
all elections until they fail to return a ballot. 
 
Here is a brochure with details.  The absentee ballot application for use in 2012 is 
available here.  It must be submitted to your city clerk no later than 5 p.m. on the 
Friday prior to the election. 
 
The absentee ballot application is separate from voter registration.  You must register 
to vote before you are allowed to receive an absentee ballot. 
 
You may contact your City Clerk with questions: 
St. Francis  481-2300                  South Milwaukee  762-2222 
Cudahy  769-2204                       Oak Creek City Clerk  768-6500 
 
Please continue reading the following calendar to learn about informational events for 
voters on January 11 and 15. 
 

 
Saturday, December 31, 2010 – Ride FREE on all regular Milwaukee County buses, 
beginning at 8pm until the regular ending times of most routes. Additionally, Routes 10, 11 

(only between Holton &  Capitol Drive and Mitchell Street & Kinnickinnic Avenue), 
12, 15, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 27, 30, 62, and 80 will extend service until 4am the next day, 

operating each half hour. Thanks to Miller Lite for its sponsorship of the free rides.  Please visit 

www.ridemcts.com for details. 
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Sunday, January 1, 2010 – Cool Kite Festival, 11am-5pm 
The “Kite Whisperer” will provide kite-flying lessons. All are welcome to participate in this “fun 
flight” with a kite brought from home or one purchased at the event. Witness the giant kites of 

Yves Laforest. Watch ice artists in action and take a horse-drawn carriage ride for a small fee. 

Complementary hot chocolate and coffee while it lasts, thanks to Caribou Coffee. Dress warm. 

At Veterans Park, 1010 N. Lincoln Memorial Dr., Milwaukee. www.giftofwings.com 277-9121 

 
Sunday, January 1 – FREE Day at the Zoo, 9:30am-2:30pm 
Milwaukee County residents with ID receive free admission. The parking fee remains in effect. 

At Milwaukee County Zoo, 10001 West Blue Mound Road, Milwaukee. milwaukeezoo.org 256-

5466 

 

Saturday, January 7 – Family FREE Day at the Zoo, 9:30am-2:30pm 
All visitors receive free admission. The parking fee remains in effect. At Milwaukee County 

Zoo, 10001 West Blue Mound Road, Milwaukee. milwaukeezoo.org 256-5466 

 

Saturday, January 7 – John Gurda: A Region Built on Water, 7:30pm 
Milwaukee Historian John Gurda examines the role of Lake Michigan and its tributaries in 

transportation, recreation and industry since the days of the Potawatomi to recently.  Tickets 

are $5.  At South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center, 901 15
th
 Avenue, South Milwaukee, 766-

5049. 

 

Tuesday, January 10 – Friends of Mill Pond meeting, 6:30pm 
At Marquette Manor (2409 10

th
 Av, South Milwaukee). 571-1191 

 

Wednesday, January 11 – Voter ID Educational Event for Seniors 
Presented by the Milwaukee County Department on Aging and the Office of the County 

Executive.  8am Breakfast, 8:30am Press conference, 9-11am Panel discussion with question 

& answer.  At the Italian Community Center, 631 E. Chicago St, Milwaukee. 

 

Thursday, January 12 – Grant Park Watch meeting, 6:30pm 
At Grant Park Clubhouse, 100 Hawthorne Av, South Milwaukee. 764-7262 www.fogp.org  

Thursday, January 12 – Friends of Grant Park meeting, 7pm (following Park Watch) 
DNR Conservation Warden Ben Mott will discuss suspected poaching in Grant Park.  At Grant 

Park Clubhouse, 100 Hawthorne Av, South Milwaukee. 764-0612 www.fogp.org  

 

Sunday, January 15 – Samson Stomp & Romp for the Zoo, throughout the morning 
Participate in a run, walk or children’s romp in honor of Samson the gorilla and to benefit all of 

the animals in the Zoo’s collection. At Milwaukee County Zoo, 10001 W. Blue Mound Rd, 

Milwaukee. Register here. 

 

Thursday, January 19 – Voter ID information session, 6-7:30pm 
Experts from the Government Accountability Board will provide information about changes in 

Wisconsin law requiring photo ID.  Hosted by the South Milwaukee City Clerk’s Office at South 
Milwaukee City Hall, 2424 15

th
 Avenue, South Milwaukee. 762-2222. 

 

Wednesday, January 25 – Cudahy Neighborhood Watch meeting, 6pm 

At Cudahy Family Library, 3500 Library Dr., Cudahy. 414-324-5531 

 

Sunday, January 29, 2012 – New bus schedules, express service, and restructured 
routes take effect 
Preview schedules at www.ridemcts.com as soon as January 12. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………..…………..… 
Upcoming: 
 

Friday, February 10 – Kelly Senior Center outing to Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre 
8:45 am: Buses depart Kelly Center, 6100 S. Lake Dr., Cudahy 

Midmorning: Performance at the Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts, Brookfield 

Approximately Noon: Buses return to Kelly Center 

Fee: $12 (includes bus ride) 

Please register by January 20 by calling 481-9611 
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Wednesday, February 29 – Public Hearing on the Proposed Extension of 794 Lake 
Parkway, 6 p.m.:  View displays in the lobby (maps, charts, etc.) 

6:30 p.m.:  Formal presentation, followed by written or verbal comments/questions from the 

public.  At South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center, 901 15
th
 Avenue, South Milwaukee 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………..…………..… 
Ongoing: 
 
 
THE DOMES 
 
Music Under Glass, Thursdays until March 22,  
6:30-8:30pm  
 
Enjoy the new lighting of The Domes with light shows  

at the break and following the concert.  At The Domes, 524 S. Layton Blvd. 649-9830.  

Regular admission applies. Check out the schedule of music. 

 

 

ICE SKATING  
 
At Sheridan Park Lagoon, 4800 S. Lake Dr, Cudahy 

      Bring your own skates. Open weather permitting. 

      Call 257-PARK (7275) or visit this page for current  

      conditions. 

 

At Red Arrow Park, 920 N. Water St, Milwaukee 

       (accessible via Route 15, www.ridemcts.com) 
       FREE rink. Skate rental: $7 (ages 17 and under) or  

       8 (18+) (includes tax) or bring your own.  

       Enjoy the adjacent warming house with 

       restrooms and hot beverages! Closed for  

       blizzard, wind chill or cold weather advisories  

       from the National Weather Service. Details: 

       http://county.milwaukee.gov/RedArrow11930.htm 

 

 

Sheridan Lagoon opens when 

ice is sufficiently thick. 

Red Arrow Rink  
 

Dec 26-30: 10am-Midnight 

Dec 31 (New Year’s Eve): 10am-

1am 

Jan 1, 2012: 11am-6pm 

 

Jan 2 -31: 

Mon-Th: 11am-8pm 

Fri-Sat: 11am-11pm 

Sun: 11am-6pm 
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COMMITTEE 
ASSIGNMENTS 

Health & Human 

Needs 

Judiciary, Safety and 

General Services, 

Vice Chair 

Parks, Energy & 

Environment 

SPECIAL 
COMMITTEES 

Lake Parkway 

Extension Advisory 

Committee, Chair 

Long Range 

Strategic Plan 

Steering Committee, 

Chair 

Aging & Disability 

Resource Center 

(ADRC) Governing 

Board 

Milwaukee Art 

Museum, Trustee 

Milwaukee County 

Federated Library 

System, Trustee 

Milwaukee Gateway 
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Public Hearing on 794 Lake Parkway 
 
WHAT: Public Hearing on the Possible Recommendation to Include Lake 

Parkway (STH 794) in the Regional Transportation Plan 
DATE: Wednesday, February 29, 2012 
TIME: 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
PLACE: South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center, 901 15th Avenue, South 
                        Milwaukee, WI (accessible via Route 52) 
 
I invite the public to learn about a study to extend Lake Parkway (State Trunk Highway 
794) and weigh in on a recommendation to include the extension in the regional 
transportation plan. 
 
The Advisory and Technical Committees on the Lake Parkway (STH 794) Extension 
Study, along with Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission staff, have 
analyzed the extension of Lake Parkway to Highway 100 in Oak Creek.  I chair the 
Advisory Committee.  Our initial recommendations encompass a potential footprint, 
crossings, ramp treatments and other elements for the extension.  We now wish to 
receive feedback from the community on these initial recommendations. 
 
Residents may attend an informational meeting and public hearing on February 29 in 
South Milwaukee.  From 6:00 to 6:30 p.m., they may view maps and other displays and 
ask questions of staff in an open house format.  At 6:30 p.m., the meeting commences 
and includes a presentation of the analysis and recommendations.  The committee will 
respond to written questions submitted by audience members.  
 
From February 15, 2012, to March 15, 2012, the public may submit comments 
regarding the Lake Parkway (STH 794) Extension Study and the possible 
recommendation to include the extension in the regional transportation plan.  
There are several opportunities to participate in this 30-day comment period. 
 
Oral comments: 
- Provide oral comments to a court reporter in the lobby during the February 29 
meeting 
 
Written comments: 
- Send via mail to Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission,W239 
N1812 Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, WI 53188-1113 
- Submit on the website www.sewrpc.org/LakeParkway 
- Submit to staff at the February 29 meeting 
 

 

 

Patricia Jursik  
8

th
 District Milwaukee County Supervisor Patricia Jursik 

901 N. 9
th
 Street, Courthouse RM 201, Milwaukee, WI 53233 

Phone: 414-278-4231   Fax: 414-223-1380 
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Transit Changes 
Bus routes in the South Shore have changed.  The western branch of Route 15 has 
become a separate route, the Route 52 Clement-15th Avenue.  Route 15 now travels 
through Riverwest instead of via Oakland Avenue.  A new MetroEXpress Green Line 
operates from the Airport to Bayshore Mall past UW-Milwaukee.  Details about the 
changes are posted here. 
 
You can find schedules, maps and a trip planner at www.ridemcts.com .  Please contact 
my office if you have any concerns or need help in planning your commute. 
 
Wait Lists Grow as Governor is Ordered to Remove Caps on 
Family Care 
I promised to monitor the wait lists for Milwaukee County in Family Care after the 
State budget created a cap in enrollment without obtaining waivers from the federal 
Medicaid administration.  675 frail elders and 1,539 people with disabilities in 
Milwaukee County are now paying the price.  As of early January, the growing wait 
list for the elderly is at 675.  The wait list for the disabled in Milwaukee County now 
stands at 1,539.  Governor Scott Walker has been ordered to remove the cap his 
administration created. 
 
Family Care saves money by permitting elderly and disabled residents to obtain 
community services that are less costly than enrollment in a nursing home.  These 
citizens now have no choice to avoid placement in costly nursing homes, even when 
they could function with a lower level of supportive care. 
 
To be clear, the State budget is being balanced on the backs of the elderly and disabled.  
The people of our State deserve better than this.  I call on our State government to 
eliminate this waiting list by removing the enrollment cap and getting back to the 
promises of the Family Care program.  Specifically, our State legislators should 
support Senate Bill 380 and Assembly Bill 477 to lift caps on Family Care. 
 
My office will continue to document the wait list numbers until our State complies 
with the federal requirements that govern Family Care.  This innovative and nationally-
recognized program was developed during the Tommy Thompson administration. 
When Walker recently announced he would lift the caps on Family Care, it was in 
effect announcing that he was putting out the house fire that he himself had started. 
 
Parks Updates 
I met with Sue Black, Director of Parks, for the sole purpose of getting an update on 
projects for our South Shore parks.  My office has now secured the funding for Seven 
Bridges restoration.  I am informed that Graef was the successful bidder.  This work 
will begin in March and hopefully end this Spring.  Grant Park will also have some 
roads repaved. 
 
Greene Park continues to benefit from the implementation of the master plan as 
presented to the City of St. Francis. This includes the installation of tennis and 
basketball courts, repaving of the parking lot and upgrading of the ball diamonds. 
 
Audit of Sheriff’s Department 
I sponsored a resolution calling for an audit of the Sheriff’s Department.  The audit 
specifically looks to obtain information on how savings realized by programs instituted 
in the courts which divert individuals from expensive stays at the House of Correction 
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or Jail are being redistributed by the Sheriff for other programming.  It will also review 
the use of forfeiture money realized in the Sheriff’s department through drug seizures 
and other initiatives.  I have been concerned by the growing litigation resulting from 
this Department.   Currently there are four court cases against the Sheriff instituted by 
either deputies or the County.  At least one of the cases includes outside counsel, an 
expense that can become significant.  I will be looking to the results of this audit before 
making any comments or criticism of this Department. 
 
 

 

 
Thursday, February 2 – County Board Meeting, 9:30am 
At Milwaukee County Courthouse, Room 200 

 
Saturday, February 4 – Family FREE Day at the Zoo, 9:30am-4:30pm 
All visitors receive free admission. The parking fee remains in effect. At Milwaukee County 

Zoo, 10001 West Blue Mound Road, Milwaukee. milwaukeezoo.org 256-5466 

 

Saturday, February 4 – Flamenco Vivo Carlota Santana: La Pasión Flamenca, 7:30pm 
Experience Spanish dance and music with influences from Africa, the Americas and the Middle 

East.  At South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center, 901 15
th
 Avenue, South Milwaukee, 766-

5049. 

 

Thursday, February 9 – Grant Park Watch meeting, 6:30pm 
At Grant Park Clubhouse, 100 Hawthorne Av, South Milwaukee. 764-7262 www.fogp.org  

 

Thursday, February 9 – Friends of Grant Park meeting, 7pm (following Park Watch) 
At Grant Park Clubhouse, 100 Hawthorne Av, South Milwaukee. 764-0612 www.fogp.org  

 

Tuesday, February 14 – Friends of Mill Pond meeting, 6:30pm 
At Marquette Manor (2409 10

th
 Av, South Milwaukee). 571-1191 

 

Saturday, February 18 – Fasiangy, 6pm-11pm 
This Slovak Mardi Gras celebration will include traditional food and bakery and is sponsored by 

the Wisconsin Slovak Historical Society.  $5 fee.  At Knights of Columbus 524 Banquet Center, 

3200 S. 103
rd

 Street, Greenfield. 

 

Sunday, February 19 – Wisconsin Slovak Historical Society Winter Meeting 
4pm dinner with choice of lasagna or fried chicken for $10 (please make your reservation by 

February 13 by calling Anna Trochta at 414-483-6777 or Marillyn Evaska  at 414-476-1528 or 

by emailing wshs@sbcglobal.net 

5pm meeting 
5:30pm program “Remembering the Stories of Your Life” 
At Benny’s Café, 1234 S. 27

th
 Street, Milwaukee (north of Stein’s).   

 

Thursday, February 23 – Liverpool ’64 (Beatles Tribute Band), 6:30-9pm 
Part of the Music Under Glass series at The Domes, 524 S. Layton Blvd, Milwaukee. 649-

9830.   Regular admission applies. Features a special “Lucy in the Sky” light show. 
 

Wednesday, February 29 – Public Hearing on the Proposed Extension of 794 Lake 
Parkway 
6pm:  View displays in the lobby (maps, charts, etc.) 

6:30pm:  Formal presentation, followed by written or verbal comments/questions from the 

public.  At South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center, 901 15
th
 Avenue, South Milwaukee 

 
Wednesday, February 29– Cudahy Neighborhood Watch meeting, 6pm 

At temporary new location, Aurora South Shore, 5900 S Lake Dr., Cudahy, WI. 414-324-5531 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………..…………..… 
Ongoing: 
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THE DOMES 
 
Music Under Glass, Thursdays until March 22,  
6:30-8:30pm  
 
Enjoy the new lighting of The Domes with light shows  

at the break and following the concert.  At The Domes,  

524 S. Layton Blvd, Milwaukee. 649-9830.  

Regular admission applies. Check out the schedule of music. 

 

 

ICE SKATING  
 
At Sheridan Park Lagoon, 4800 S. Lake Dr, Cudahy 

      Bring your own skates. Open weather permitting. 

      Call 257-PARK (7275) or visit this page for current  

      conditions.  The red light on top of the flood light  

      at the Lagoon indicates unsafe conditions. 

 

At Red Arrow Park, 920 N. Water St, Milwaukee 

       (accessible via Route 15, www.ridemcts.com) 
       FREE rink. Skate rental: $7 (ages 17 and under) or  

       8 (18+) (includes tax) or bring your own.  

       Enjoy the adjacent warming house with 

       restrooms and hot beverages! Closed for  

       blizzard, wind chill or cold weather advisories  

       from the National Weather Service. Details: 

       http://county.milwaukee.gov/RedArrow11930.htm 

 

 

 

Sheridan Lagoon opens when 

ice is sufficiently thick. 

 

Skate shelter is open 10am-9pm 

daily, weather permitting 

Red Arrow Rink  
 

February 1 through season close: 

 

Mon-Th: 11am*-8pm 

*skate rentals start at 2pm 

Fri-Sat: 11am-11pm 

Sun: 11am-6pm 
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Proposed Extension of the Lake Parkway  
The Advisory Committee has made preliminary recommendations  
on the proposal to extend the Lake Parkway (794) to Highway 100 in  
Oak Creek.  Details are available on the webpage  
www.sewrpc.org/LakeParkway .  Now we need to hear from you! 
 
A public hearing will be held on Wednesday, February 29, 2012, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center, 901 15th Avenue, South Milwaukee, WI. 
 
Through March 15, public comments can be made: 
- on the website www.sewrpc.org/LakeParkway 
- in a recorded message on the phone line 262-547-6721 
- via mail sent to the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission,W239 
N1812 Rockwood Drive, Waukesha, WI 53188-1113 
 
Proposed Land Swap at Airport 
The 128th Air Refueling Wing (128 ARW) provides economic impact worth about $77.3 
million per year in our community.  The Air National Guard is a valued institution and 
provides security and mutual aid for emergencies in our district.  The 128 ARW will be 
filing a long-range plan and needs to put forth a strong position to avoid an expected 
new round of base closings.  To be in the best position it can be, the Guard needs to 
develop a safer entry to its base and to add additional apron space for refuelers at the 
General Mitchell International Airport. 
 
For these reasons, I have prepared a resolution that would exchange the 128 ARW’s 
current land holdings at the Airport for a site with better access and more apron space in 
the northeast quadrant of the Airport.  The potential extension of Lake Parkway (794) 
would create an additional overpass to the current approach to the ARW at the end of 
Grange Avenue which could compromise safety.  The ARW has identified an alternate 
entry to the north off of Layton Ave. and proposed a land swap which would give the 
airport additional land at the former 440th Air Reserve Station and also on Grange 
Avenue for economic development opportunities. 
 
The resolution would help the Guard be in a stronger position for remaining in 
Milwaukee County long term.  I am proud to help our service men and women by 
authoring this resolution and guiding the process through County government.  The 
Committee on Transportation, Public Works and Transit unanimously approved this 
resolution.  The full County Board will consider this item on March 15. 
 
Family Care 
I join many of my constituents in urging the State Assembly to lift the cap on the Family 
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Care program.  The State imposed a cap on enrollment in July 2011, resulting in waiting 
lists for the program.  In February 2012, the State Senate voted to eliminate the cap, but 
the full Assembly has yet to act.  Wisconsin risks losing federal funding if it does not 
comply with a federal order to lift the cap. 
 
Family Care helps frail elders and adults with physical or developmental disabilities stay 
in their homes and receive less expensive supportive care as opposed to more costly 
nursing home care. 
 
Use of Office Account 
You have entrusted me, as your representative on the County Board, to be fiscally 
responsible with taxpayer dollars.  Just as I require that each department appropriately 
manage limited resources, I run my office in the same way.  Last year, I had a surplus of 
$3,549.54 of unused office account funds which I was able to return.  Each Supervisor 
receives an expense fund of $7,500.00 at the start of the year.  Each year that I have 
served, I have returned money to the taxpayers for use in the next budget. 
 
Individual office account funds should not be spent on office retirement parties.  I have 
never used my individual office account for such an event. 
 
Office accounts are to be used for serving constituents.  This service includes 
communication in the form of letters, postage, newsletters, and office phone calls; 
attendance at policy forums; and participation in community events including activities 
by the local chambers.  I do not charge my office account for car mileage as I feel that 
the costs of going to work at the Courthouse and in my district should be borne by me 
like most other employees.  The frugal use of office supplies in order to be responsive to 
constituents is a justified expense.  I have heard clear consensus on this matter from my 
constituents. 
 
Pullin’ O’ the Green 
Join Friends of Grant Park in their annual benefit to preserve and enhance Grant Park on 
Sunday, March 11.  Admission gets you a meal (your choice of corned beef and 
cabbage, Irish beef stew or Irish potato and kale soup), beer or other beverage and an 
evening of great music by the Garlic Mustard Pickers.  The event will be held at Grant 
Park Clubhouse at 100 Hawthorne Avenue in South Milwaukee, with seatings at 4:30 
p.m. and 6:30 p.m.  Adults pay $12 and children under 12 pay $5. Tickets are available 
in advance by calling 764-7262. 
 
 

 

 
Saturday, March  3 – Family FREE Day at the Zoo, 9am-4:30pm 
All visitors receive free admission. The parking fee remains in effect. At Milwaukee County Zoo, 

10001 West Blue Mound Road, Milwaukee. milwaukeezoo.org 256-5466 

 

Thursday, March 8 – Grant Park Watch meeting, 6:30pm 
At Grant Park Clubhouse, 100 Hawthorne Av, South Milwaukee. 764-7262 www.fogp.org  

 

Thursday, March 8 – Friends of Grant Park meeting, 7pm (following Park Watch) 
At Grant Park Clubhouse, 100 Hawthorne Av, South Milwaukee. 764-0612 www.fogp.org  

 

Saturday, March 10 – South Shore Noon Lions Spaghetti Dinner, 4-6:30pm 
Join for food, fun, and raffles to benefit Human/Project Concerns, Interfaiths and Lions 

Foundation. Meal includes spaghetti, salad, bread, dessert and non-alcoholic beverage. To 

reserve tickets, contact Bernice at 762-5349. Meal tickets are available at door, $8 adults, $4 for 
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children under 10. At Grobschmidt Senior Center, 2424 15
th
 Avenue, South Milwaukee. 

 

Sunday, March 11 – Pullin’ O’ the Green, seatings at 4:30pm and 6:30pm 
Join Friends of Grant Park in their annual benefit to preserve and enhance Grant Park.   

Admission gets you food, beverage or a beer, and an evening of great music by the Garlic 

Mustard Pickers.  Admission: $12 adults, $5 children under 12.  Contact 764-7262 to reserve 

tickets.  At Grant Park Clubhouse, 100 Hawthorne Av., South Milwaukee.  

 

Tuesday, March 13 – Friends of Mill Pond meeting, 6:30pm 
At Marquette Manor (2409 10

th
 Av, South Milwaukee). 571-1191 

 
Thursday, March 15 – County Board Meeting, 9:30am 
At Milwaukee County Courthouse, Room 200 

 

Friday, March 23 – The Florentine Opera Studio: America’s Songbook, 7:30pm 
Enjoy a showcase of American opera’s brief yet colorful evolution.  At South Milwaukee 

Performing Arts Center, 901 15
th
 Avenue, South Milwaukee, 766-5049. 

www.southmilwaukeepac.org/pas-florentine.html 

 
Wednesday, March 28 – Cudahy Neighborhood Watch meeting, 6pm 

At temporary new location, Aurora South Shore’s lower level auditorium, 5900 S Lake Dr., 

Cudahy. 414-324-5531 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………..…………..… 
Ongoing: 
 
 
THE DOMES 
 
Music Under Glass, Thursdays through March 22,  
6:30-8:30pm  
 
Enjoy the new lighting of The Domes with light shows  

at the break and following the concert.  At The Domes,  

524 S. Layton Blvd, Milwaukee. 649-9830.  

Regular admission applies. Check out the schedule of music. 

 

 

MILWAUKEE PUBLIC MUSEUM 
 
Cleopatra, the Search for the Last Queen of Egypt, through April 29, 2012 
www.mpm.edu/cleopatra 

 

Check out a special discount for Milwaukee County residents on Mondays at 

www.mpm.edu/cleopatra/visit/ and scroll down to “Milwaukee County Residents.” 
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Appendix D

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES AND EDITORIALS CONCERNING THE
LAKE PARKWAY EXTENSION STUDY PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS



 

 

(This page intentionally left blank) 



D-1

February 28

Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel

, 2012



D-2

Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel

March 3, 2012



D-3

February 25, 2012

Milwaukee Post





D-5

OakCreekPatch

November 29, 2011



OakCreekPatch

February 1, 2012

D-6



D-7

OakCreekPatch

February 27, 2012



OakCreekPatch

March 1, 2012

D-8



D-9

November 18, 2011

The Business Journal
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