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April 2015

A new park and open space plan for the Village of Mount
Pleasant was adopted by the Village Board on April 27,
2015. The plan is intended to help ensure a pleasant,
healthy environment with diverse recreational opportunities for Village residents and visitors, and provide the
foundation for a healthy, vibrant Village. Preparation of
the plan was guided by the Village of Mount Pleasant
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.
Land Uses
The Village of Mount Pleasant encompasses about 34
square miles. In 2010, just under half (45 percent) of the
Village was developed with residential, commercial, industrial, or other urban uses, and the remaining 55 percent
consisted of agricultural lands, wetlands, and other natural
resource areas or undeveloped land.
Population
There were 26,197 Village residents in 2010. Village
plans project about 35,000 residents in the year 2035.
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Existing Parks and Natural Resources
In 2014, the Village owned 24 park and open space sites,
including the Caledonia-Mt. Pleasant Memorial Park,
which is jointly owned and maintained by the Villages of
Caledonia and Mount Pleasant (see Map 1). Together, the
24 sites encompass 808 acres. The Village also provides
about 10 miles of trails for biking and hiking, including
the Pike River Pathway.
Racine County owns six park or open space sites within
the Village, encompassing 219 acres, including Haban
Park, Horlick Park, Quarry Lake Park, and Sanders Park.
The County also provides three trails for biking and hiking in the Village and surrounding communities: the
MRK Trail, the North Shore Trail, and the RacineKansasville Trail.

Natural area: Natural areas are tracts of land or water
so little modified by human activity, or sufficiently
recovered from the effects of such activity, that they
contain intact native plant and animal communities
believed to be representative of the pre-Europeansettlement landscape.
Critical species habitat site: Critical species habitat
sites are areas located outside of natural areas that
support rare, threatened, or endangered plant or animal species.
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The most important features of the natural resource
base in the Village of Mount Pleasant, including the
best remaining woodlands, wetlands, and stream corridors, occur in linear areas termed environmental corridors. Other smaller concentrations of natural resources,
primarily woodlands and wetlands, have been identified as isolated natural resource areas. There are 1,191
acres of primary environmental corridors, secondary
environmental corridors, and isolated natural resource
areas in the Village. Five natural areas, three critical
species habitat sites, and one important geological area
are also located in the Village, and encompass 243
acres.

Per capita standards: The number of acres of park land or the
number of recreational facilities to be provided for every 1,000
Village residents. Recreational facilities include baseball and
softball diamonds, soccer fields, tennis courts, basketball
goals, and similar facilities.
Accessibility standards: A service area radius used to ensure
that community and neighborhood parks and recreational facilities are well-distributed throughout the Village and convenient
to all residents.
Community park: A community park ranges in size from 25 to
99 acres; generally provides community-oriented facilities
such as baseball diamonds, softball diamonds, and swimming
pools; and is a park that people typically drive to in order to
recreate.
Neighborhood park: A neighborhood park ranges in size from
five to 24 acres; generally provides neighborhood-oriented
facilities such as playground and playfield activities, basketball, and other court games; and is a park that people typically
walk or bike to in order to recreate.
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Number
on
Map 1
1

Site Name

Size
(acres)

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Biex-Ramcke Homestead Park –
Undeveloped Park Site ..............................................
Caledonia-Mt. Pleasant Memorial Park .......................
Cozy Acres Park ..........................................................
Dirkse Park ..................................................................
Drozd Park ...................................................................
Hoods Creek Corridor (10 Parcels) .............................
James Turek Park .......................................................
K-9 Commons Dog Park ..............................................
Lake Park ....................................................................
Lathrop Manor Subdivision Park .................................
Pheasant Creek Park ..................................................
Pike River Corridor ......................................................
Sheridan Woods Park ..................................................
Smolenski Park ............................................................
Stewart-McBride Park ..................................................
Village Land – Open Space/Conservancy ...................
Village Land – Open Space/Trail .................................
Village Land – Open Space/Conservancy ...................
Village Land – Open Space/Conservancy ...................

87
52
27
1
6
36
6
4
2
3
4
339a
2
72
16
70
1
2b
7

20

Village Land – Stormwater Basin ................................

2

21

Village Land – Stormwater Basin ................................

4

22

Village Land – Stormwater Basin ................................

11

23

Village Land – Stormwater Basin ................................

16

24

Village Civic Campus –
Undeveloped Park Site ..............................................

38

--

Total – 24 Sites

a

Includes about nine acres located in the City of Racine and 36 acres of eased land.

b

Includes about one acre located in the City of Racine.

Source: Village of Mount Pleasant and SEWRPC.

Framework for Plan Development
Recommendations from other plans prepared by or
affecting the Village were considered when preparing the new park and open space plan, including the Village comprehensive plan, and watershed plans for the Pike River, Root River, and Des
Plaines River. In addition, per capita and accessibility standards were applied to help determine the
need for additional outdoor recreation sites and
facilities.
Plan Recommendations and Implementation
Under the plan, the Village would provide new
parks, develop facilities at new and existing parks,
develop trails and bikeways, and protect important
natural resource areas. Implementation of the plan
will depend on adequate funding, which may include Village funding through its annual budget,
grants from federal or state agencies or private
organizations, and donations from citizens and
businesses. Adoption of the plan does not commit
the Village to funding its implementation, but does
make the Village eligible for certain grant programs.
The Village has prepared a master plan for each
existing and new Village park, which shows a conceptual layout of recreational facilities and landscaped areas that will potentially be developed at
each park. Specific plan recommendations for the
years 2015 through 2035 include:


Acquisition and development of one new
community park, nine new neighborhood
parks, and one pocket park;



Development of recreational facilities at three
existing undeveloped, Village-owned community parks: Biex-Ramcke Homestead Park,
Village-owned land (located on the north end
of West Road), and the Village Civic Campus
Park;



Additional development or improvements to
eight existing Village parks: Dirkse, Drozd,
James Turek, Lake, Pheasant Creek, Sheridan
Woods, Smolenski, and Stewart-McBride;



Acquisition of additional land at Drozd and
Smolenski Parks;



Continued development and maintenance of
the Pike River Pathway within the Pike River
Corridor, and development of additional parking areas, bike racks, signs, benches, and
landscaping;



Development of canoe/kayak access points
along the Root and Pike Rivers and
Lake Michigan, in cooperation with Racine
County;
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Sanders Park Hardwoods State Natural Area



Continued joint ownership and management of
the Caledonia-Mt. Pleasant Memorial Park with
the Village of Caledonia;



Continued maintenance of the Village park system, including improvements to increase access
for people with disabilities;



Continued development of a Village-wide system
of recreation trails and on-street bikeways in accordance with the Village 2035 comprehensive
(master) land use plan; and



Protection of areas with important natural resources, including, in some cases, Village acquisition of or conservancy zoning for environmental
corridors, natural and geological areas, critical
species habitat sites, wetlands, undeveloped
floodplains, stream corridors, and woodlands.
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