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RECORD OF PUBLIC COMMENTS

KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT:
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

INTRODUCTION

This report documents the public comments received on the draft environmental impact statement (DEIS)
prepared for the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee (KRM) Commuter Link project and consists of a summary of the
comments received and a series of appendices:

e  Written and oral comments received during the formal public comment period between July 22 and
October 5, 2009 (Appendix A).

e Attendance records of public hearings held September 14 through 16, 2009 (Appendix B).

e Materials announcing the three public hearings and summary materials distributed at those meetings
(Appendix C).

e Newspaper articles concerning the KRM DEIS (Appendix D).

Background

A series of public hearings were held on September 14, 15, and 16, 2009, in the Cities of Racine, Kenosha, and
Milwaukee, respectively. The purpose of these hearings was to obtain comments on the DEIS, as well as to
provide an update on the project’s progress to interested parties.

A display advertisement regarding the hearings was published in newspapers throughout the KRM Corridor.
Appendix C includes a list of the newspapers the announcement was published in, as well as a copy of the ad as it
appeared in each publication. These ads listed the dates, times, and locations of all three hearings. The ads
supplemented the announcement of public hearings presented on page four of the KRM Commuter Link
Newsletter 4, prepared by project staff and direct-mailed to over 3,000 interested parties, including chief elected
officials in the KRM Corridor, as well as county board members and the Commission’s list of central city,
minority, and low-income groups and organizations.

The timeframe for all of the hearings was 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., although the closing time was expanded to
accommodate all of the questions and comments of interested attendees, as needed. Newsletter 4 summarizing the
alternatives analysis and DEIS, including descriptions of the alternatives considered and the Locally Preferred
Alternative, a summary of the costs and benefits of the Commuter Rail Alternative, and the next steps for the
project, was available and distributed as a handout at the hearings.



The hearings were conducted in “open house” format, with exhibits on display and project staff available to
answer any questions about the DEIS or any other aspect of the project. A short project presentation was also
made during each hearing. In total, there were 156 attendees at the series of public hearings, as listed in Appendix
B.

The following section provides a summary of the comments received. All comments will be considered and
addressed should the project move into the next phase of project development, which includes conducting
preliminary engineering and preparing a final environmental impact statement.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS

During the official public comment period from July 22, 2009, through October 5, 2009, a total of 128 individuals
or groups commented on the KRM DEIS or other aspects of the KRM Commuter Link project. The comments
were provided on comment forms available at public hearings and to court reporters at those hearings, or via
letter, e-mail, or through the project website (www.KRMonline.org).

Comments from Regulatory Agencies Specific to Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Four regulatory agencies submitted written comments that addressed various elements of the potential impacts
studied in the DEIS. These agencies included the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Department of the Interior, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Their
comments are very valuable and provide significant guidance for the KRM Commuter Link project (see Appendix
A-1). Commission staff did not receive written comments from a fifth regulatory agency, the Wisconsin State
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). As noted in the DEIS, the potential impact on historic properties in the
KRM area of potential effect, which are listed on or potentially eligible for the National Register of Historic
Places, will be assessed during the preparation of a final environmental impact statement for the project following
the provisions of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. Project staff will coordinate with SHPO
during this assessment, and it is anticipated that SHPO will provide formal comments when the assessment is
completed.

Comments from Key Stakeholders

Three key stakeholders in the KRM Commuter Link project—two public officials and Metra—submitted written
comments that addressed various elements of the DEIS, and the KRM Commuter Link project in general. Their
comments can be found in Appendix A-2 and provide suggestions for improving the KRM Commuter Link
project.

Comments Expressing General Support for Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Commuter Link Project
A total of 98 commenters expressed their general support for the proposed commuter rail service. The following
are specific reasons commenters cited in expressing their support.

Comments Citing Environmental Benefits of KRM Commuter Rail
A total of 32 commenters cited the likely benefits to the environment of having commuter rail service as part of
the reason they supported the project. Particular environmental benefits cited included:

e 17 comments cited the potential to reduce air pollution in the KRM Corridor;
e 16 comments cited the potential for commuter rail service to reduce automobile traffic and usage;

e Six comments noted that energy consumption and dependence upon fossil fuels could be reduced by
people choosing commuter rail over the automobile; and

e Six comments indicated that better, more efficient land uses, less sprawl, and more sustainable
development and redevelopment would result from the implementation of commuter rail service.



Comments Citing Economic Benefits of KRM Commuter Rail
A total of 48 commenters cited the predicted economic benefits, growth, and/or development as part of the reason
they supported the proposed commuter rail service. Particular economic benefits cited included:

18 comments cited the potential for jobs to be created or attracted to the KRM Corridor as a result of
commuter rail implementation;

18 comments cited the enhanced access to existing jobs achieved with commuter rail service;

Eight comments indicated that KRM commuter rail would strengthen the economic connection between
the Milwaukee and Chicago metropolitan areas;

Seven comments indicated that tourism would benefit as the attractiveness of the area to potential visitors
would be increased;

Seven comments indicated that commuter rail could attract residents and businesses to communities in the
KRM Corridor; and

Four comments cited potential benefits to existing local businesses from commuter rail service.

Comments Citing Quality of Life Improvements from KRM Commuter Rail

A total of 47 commenters cited potential improvements to the quality of life for residents of communities in the
KRM Corridor as part of the reason they supported the proposed commuter rail service. Particular quality of life
improvements cited included:

13 comments indicated that KRM commuter rail would serve to better link the communities in the KRM
Corridor to one another, as well as to the major metropolitan areas of Milwaukee and Chicago;

11 comments indicated that KRM commuter rail would provide improved access to transportation and
enhanced mobility for those who are unable to or prefer not to drive, such as youth, seniors, persons with
disabilities, those without access to vehicles, and those without a driver’s license;

Seven comments cited that there would be general benefits of having the option to choose an alternate
transportation mode in the KRM Corridor;

Seven comments indicated that implementing commuter rail would show modernization and progress in
the Southeastern Wisconsin Region;

Six comments stated that KRM commuter rail would provide an inexpensive mode of travel relative to the
automobile or Amtrak;

Five comments indicated that they would personally use KRM commuter rail services or know of others
that would make personal use it;

Three comments expressed the potential for commuter rail service to give future generations the chance at
a non-automobile oriented lifestyle;

Two comments indicated that KRM commuter rail could improve neighborhoods around stations;
One comment stated that using rail services is much more relaxing than driving a car;

One comment cited the ability to get work or other tasks accomplished, which are difficult or infeasible to
do while driving a car, is greatly enhanced while riding the train;

One comment expressed that commuter rail would be more reliable than car or bus because it would not
be greatly affected by weather or traffic;

One comment indicated that people are more likely to prefer to travel by rail than by bus;



One comment cited that KRM commuter rail would provide a faster service than the current Wisconsin
Coach Lines service;

One comment indicated that KRM commuter rail would serve the population along Lake Michigan not
currently served by Amtrak;

One comment indicated that local public transit systems between Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee
Counties would be better linked via the KRM commuter rail service; and

One comment indicated that KRM commuter rail would improve access to the General Mitchell
International Airport and downtown Milwaukee.

Comments Suggesting Actions for Funding KRM Commuter Rail and Existing Transit Systems

A total of 25 commenters provided opinions and recommendations for securing funding for the proposed
commuter rail service, as well as the existing transit systems in the KRM Corridor. Particular comments or
suggested actions for funding included:

18 comments indicated that a permanent, dedicated local funding source for KRM commuter rail and
other transit systems is needed in southeastern Wisconsin;

16 comments expressed support for an increased sales tax as a dedicated local funding source for KRM
commuter rail and other transit systems in southeastern Wisconsin;

Eight comments expressed support for the creation of a southeastern Wisconsin regional transit authority,
which would be responsible for KRM commuter rail and other transit systems;

Three comments suggested that an increased sales tax should result in reduced property taxes;
Two comments suggested that funding raised in a county should stay in that county;

One comment suggested that funding for transit could be tied in with food distribution, because
transportation is needed to deliver food to stores;

One comment stated that funding should be fair and equal for the entire region; and

One comment suggested that Kenosha County should have equal representation to other local
governments on the Board of Directors of a southeastern Wisconsin regional transit authority if it will be
taxed at the same rate.

Comments Citing Other Reasons for Supporting KRM Commuter Rail
A total of nine commenters cited other reasons they supported the proposed commuter rail service. Particular
benefits cited included:

Three comments expressed support for the commuter rail service, indicating that it would make the region
more attractive for hosting potential Olympic events in the future;

Three comments expressed support for the commuter rail service, indicating that the service would
operate in existing right-of-way, thus minimizing negative impacts in the rail corridor;

Two comments indicated that more funding in general should be provided for transit projects, including
the KRM Commuter Link project;

One comment indicated support for the current proposed KRM commuter rail stations, noting that they
are spaced logically and located in key city centers; and

One comment expressed support for commuter rail service, indicating that the estimated travel times are
practical for users and competitive to other modes of travel in the KRM Corridor.



Comments Expressing Desired Elements of KRM Commuter Rail

A total of 40 commenters indicated support for the KRM Commuter Link project, and provided opinions and
recommendations that expressed desired elements of the proposed commuter rail service. Particular desired
aspects expressed included:

21 comments stated that commuter rail service should be implemented as soon as possible, indicating that
KRM commuter rail is long overdue in the KRM Corridor;

Five comments indicated a desire to have service provided in the evening or late evening time periods, as
well as on weekends;

Five comments suggested there should be reliable, frequent local transit service to and from commuter
rail stations to connect riders to their destinations, especially to downtown Milwaukee and the Milwaukee
Intermodal Station;

Two comments expressed concern with noise pollution associated with commuter trains, suggesting that
the noise from train horns should be eliminated or mitigated;

One comment expressed a desire for limiting wait times for passengers transferring between KRM and
Metra services;

One comment suggested that the “South Side Milwaukee” station be referred to as “Bay View”;
One comment recommended a commuter rail station be considered in Ravenswood, Illinois;
One comment suggested trip frequency be increased from the proposed 14 trips per day;

One comment suggested that the land use around the stations should be employment-oriented, including a
focus on industrial development;

One comment suggested that a connection to the Amtrak station in Sturtevant should be pursued;
One comment stated that a commuter rail station should be located in Milwaukee’s South Side;
One comment indicated security at each station (e.g. cameras, guards) needs to be considered;

One comment indicated service should extend to Waukegan, where Metra service into downtown Chicago
is currently more frequent;

One comment indicated a demonstration of commuter rail service on existing Union Pacific tracks should
be conducted to illustrate the potential benefits of commuter rail;

One comment suggested that cross platform transfers between KRM and Metra services should be fast,
easy, and convenient for passengers, including providing protection from inclement weather and
automated ticketing on the platforms;

One comment suggested that commuter rail stations should be magnificent buildings;

One comment suggested that commuter rail stations need to be designed with consideration for
individuals with physical disabilities;

One comment suggested that the use of the right-of-way for KRM commuter rail be maximized, including
reserving capacity for wind and solar energy to be used as potential sources of electrification of the
commuter rail line;

One comment suggested considering the use of elevated pipe rail on the commuter rail line;

One comment indicated a rail connection along Ryan Road to the Oak Creek power plant should be
considered to avoid congestion on the KRM commuter rail line from coal freight traffic;



One comment indicated the operating and maintenance costs for the bus alternative in the alternatives
analysis may be underestimated,

One comment indicated that potential future right-of-way capacity improvements should be considered
when KRM commuter rail is planned to avoid high costs associated with retrofitting;

One comment suggested considering specialized rail cars that would allow smaller personal vehicles, such
as hybrid cars or smart cars, to be transported on the train;

One comment suggested that an emergency plan should be developed in the case of a crash;
One comment suggested that an additional station should be added in Milwaukee’s South Side;

One comment suggested that the speed of commuter rail trains may limit the service’s attractiveness
compared to high-speed trains being proposed between Chicago and Milwaukee;

One comment indicated that a connection between the South Side Milwaukee station and the Lake
Express terminal should be considered;

One comment suggested that a survey of residents in the KRM Corridor should be taken to determine
how many people would use the proposed commuter rail service; and

One comment indicated through commuter rail service between Milwaukee and Chicago should be
considered, with the need to transfer between KRM and Metra at Kenosha eliminated.

Comments Expressing General Opposition to Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Commuter Link Project

A total of 18 commenters expressed their general opposition to the implementation of commuter rail service in the
KRM Corridor, which was proposed as a result of the alternatives analysis presented in the DEIS document. The
following are specific criticisms commenters cited in expressing their opposition:

Five comments indicated that the estimated cost of KRM commuter rail is too high;

Four comments indicated that existing roads, buses, and Amtrak provide sufficient transportation options
in the KRM Corridor, and that commuter rail service was not needed;

Two comments suggested that a referendum should be held in Caledonia to obtain public approval of
KRM commuter rail, expressing concern that their homes would be taken to allow for development
around the Caledonia station;

Two comments indicated that problems currently being experienced by transit systems in the KRM
Corridor should be addressed before KRM commuter rail is implemented;

Two comments suggested that the proposed commuter rail service should be funded solely by its users,
and should not be subsidized with funding from taxes;

Two comments indicated they did not believe that KRM commuter rail would attract residents, visitors, or
businesses to Racine;

Two comments suggested that KRM commuter rail should be funded with private investment and only be
implemented if the service would be profitable;

Two comments indicated that there is a larger need to fund highway and bridge maintenance than for to
fund a new commuter rail service;

Two comments indicated that it will be inconvenient to transfer between KRM and Metra;

Two comments indicated that the use of buses would provide more flexibility than trains;



One comment stated that people would be more likely to choose to drive fuel-efficient vehicles than to
use commuter rail, suggesting that KRM commuter rail fares would be too expensive;

One comment indicated that people will not want to use KRM commuter rail because they will need
additional transportation to reach their destination upon arriving at a station;

One comment indicated that a vehicle rental fee is not a sustainable revenue source because rental car
companies will be able to get around paying the fee;

One comment expressed concern that minority population groups will not be given an opportunity to
participate in or benefit from economic development anticipated to result from KRM commuter rail
implementation;

One comment suggested that they would like to see more use of Amtrak, an extension of Metra, or hybrid
buses operating on the tracks before a new commuter rail service is implemented;

One comment expressed concern that KRM commuter rail will not be viable if IH 794 is extended,;
One comment suggested that the costs of the proposed commuter rail service are underestimated;

One comment stated that the advisory referendum for a 1 percent increase in the sales tax in Milwaukee
County did not include commuter rail;

One comment suggested that Metra and/or Union Pacific Railroad should fund and operate the proposed
commuter rail service instead of using taxpayer money;

One comment expressed concern that stations will not be located in employment areas;

One comment indicated that the studies of KRM commuter rail do not state specifically how KRM
commuter rail will benefit the economy in southeastern Wisconsin;

One comment stated previous commuter rail services in the KRM Corridor have failed, and suggested a
raised monorail service be considered instead of a new commuter rail service;

One comment suggested that Amtrak service should be modified to meet the market which would be
served by KRM commuter rail, as opposed to implementing a new commuter rail service;

One comment stated that KRM commuter rail will not create enough jobs to justify its cost;
One comment suggested that a referendum should be held to determine support for KRM commuter rail;

One comment expressed concern that an increase in the sales tax will not result in reduced property taxes,
and will hurt retail businesses within the City of Racine;

One comment indicated that the ridership forecast appears to be overestimated;

One comment indicated that the benefit of having commuter rail service available during IH 94
reconstruction is limited because the IH 94 reconstruction project is temporary;

One comment expressed concern that efficient, high-density development will not occur around
commuter rail stations, citing that many Metra stations have not experienced any development;

One comment expressed concern about what would happen if anticipated State and Federal funds for
KRM commuter rail capital and operating and maintenance costs are no longer available;

One comment indicated that commuter rail will only be convenient for a small percentage of the
population of the KRM Corridor;

One comment indicated that those without a car will not necessarily use KRM commuter rail, and that
those who can afford cars will not use KRM commuter rail;



One comment questioned whether dedicated shuttles between commuter rail stations, General Mitchell
International Airport, Amtrak stations, and other destinations would save time or money, or would have a
positive environmental impact;

One comment indicated that the greatest population growth in Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee Counties
is likely to occur in the western portions of each county, and not within the KRM Corridor to be served by
KRM commuter rail;

One comment expressed concern that implementing commuter rail service would eliminate the existing
commuter bus service in the KRM Corridor;

One comment indicated that the DEIS is too long and difficult to understand;
One comment indicated that it has been too long since the last newsletter; and

One comment noted several issues with the public involvement process, suggesting that afternoon
meetings should also be held, that evening meetings should be from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., that the Milwaukee
Downtown Transit Center is inconvenient due to a lack of convenient parking, and that hearings for the
DEIS were not adequately publicized.
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Appendix A-1

COMMENTS RECEIVED BY REGULATORY AGENCIES

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ST. PAUL DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
190 FIFTH STREET EAST, SUITE 401
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101-1638

SEP 02 2009
REPLY TO
. ATTENTION OF ,
Operations [
Regulatory (2006-00776-DJP) Il
SEWRPC
Mr. Kenneth R. Yunker ——

Executive Director

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
P.O. Box 1607

Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607

Dear Mr. Yunker:

This is in response to your Memorandum dated August 7, 2009, requesting
comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared for the
“KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT”.

On March 17, 2006, we provided correspondence regarding the February 2006
Scoping Report. Our comments provided in our letter stated that the “Corps of Engineers
(Corps) regulatory authority within the study area identified in the Scoping Report is
limited to the portions of the project that could impact rivers, streams, lakes, ponds, and
their adjacent wetlands.” Our letter concluded by stating that the “scope and intensity of
the impacts associated with the alternatives, in particular the preferred alternative, would
dictate our level of involvement in the EIS process.”

We have completed our review of the DEIS provided. Section S.5.13 of the DEIS
states that for the preferred Commuter Rail Alternative, “Under current plans, the railroad
bridges would not be replaced, therefore impacts to the environmental corridors
associated with the area streams and rivers; Pike Creek, Pike River, Root River, Oak
Creek, the Kinnickinnic River, and the Menomonee River would not be impacted by
bridge replacement.” Section S.5.13 goes on to state that “none of the proposed station
sites are located in, or adjacent to, a SEWRPC-designated environmental corridor; direct
and indirect impacts to resources in these areas would not occur. Section S.5.13 also
suggests that although SEWRPC designated environmental corridors would not be
directly or indirectly impacted, isolated natural resource areas near the Oak Creek and
Caledonia Stations could be impacted.

Our review of Section 4.11.4 Wetlands identifies the potential direct wetland
impacts associated with the development of the Oak Creek and Caledonia Stations. Table
4-23 estimates that the construction of the Caledonia Station would not result in a direct
wetland impact. Table 4-23 identifies the estimated wetland impacts for the Oak Creek
Station as either 0.42 acre for the north option or 0.27 acre for the south option. None of
the impacted wetlands have been identified as Advanced Identification Program (ADID)
wetlands.

The 0.27 acre to 0.42 acre of estimated wetland impacts identified in Section
4.11.4 of the DEIS are below the established thresholds for existing Corps of Engineers
general permits where the Corps would not be required to complete an intensive
alternatives review. Since the scope and intensity of the wetland and waterway impacts
associated with the preferred Commuter Rail Alternative are minor, the Corps will no
longer serve as a cooperating agency for this project. Therefore, the Final Environmental
Impact Statement should not identify the Corps as a cooperating agency.

If you have any questions, contact Dale Pfeiffle in our Waukesha office at (262)
547-0868. In any correspondence or inquiries, please refer to the Regulatory number

shown above.
é erely,
dljirj ameron

Chlef Regulatory Branch

United States Department of the Interior E.*

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY \,,
‘Washington, DC 20240 TAKE PRIDE"
WAMERICA
9043.1
PEP/NRM
ER 09/861
SEP 2 5 2008

Ms. Marisol R. Simon

Regional Administrator

Federal Transit Administration

200 West Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago, Illinois 60606

Dear Ms. Simon:

As requested, the Department of the Interior (Department) reviewed the Alternatives
Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Kenosha-Racine-
Milwaukee (KRM) Corridor, located in Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee Counties,
Wisconsin. The Department offers the following comments and recommendations for
your consideration.

Section 4{f) Comments

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commission (SEWRPC) propose to implement an extension of commuter rail
service from Kenosha to Milwaukee. The primary purpose of such a service in the KRM
corridor is to provide regional transit connections between residential and employment
concentrations to improve the mobility and transit access of residents and workers, as
well as to provide transit access to job opportunities in the study area. It is hoped the
project will encourage transit-oriented development and redevelopment around
transportation hubs and increase the use of transit service. The proposed project has
the potential to impact several properties eligible to be considered under Section 4(f) of
the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 (48 U.S.C. 1653(f)). The DEIS describes
several cultural resource properties (Kinnickinnic River Swing Bridge, the Root
River/Chicago and North Western Railroad Bridge, the South Milwaukee Depot, the
Racine Depot, the Cudahy Depot, and the Federal Rubber Company Administration
Building) as properties currently on or eligible for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places and potentially affected by the project. However, there is no evidence in
the DEIS that the FTA or the SEWRPC have begun consultation with the State Historic
Preservation Officer either on eligibility or effect.
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In addition, the DEIS suggests project impacts to the Milwaukee-Racine-Kenosha
Bicycle and Pedestrian Trail (Trail), a public trail on private lands for which Racine
County is responsible for maintenance and operation. The impacts to the Trail will be
temporary due to construction activities but, generally, there will be no long-term impact.
Nevertheless, because of the potential impacts to cultural resources, the Department
cannot concur with a determination that there are no feasible and prudent alternatives to
the alternative presented that will result in impacts to Section 4(f) properties, nor can we
concur with any determination that all planning to minimize harm to the property has
been considered. Pending the issuance of additional information on consultation and
coordination, the Department will withhold final concurrence.

The Department has a continuing interest in working with the FTA and SEWRPC to
ensure that impacts to resources of concern to the Department are adequately
addressed. For issues concerning Section 4(f) resources, please contact Regional
Environmental Coordinator Nick Chevance, National Park Service, Midwest Region,
Planning and Compliance Office, 601 Riverfront Drive, Omaha, Nebraska 68102-4226;
telephone: 402-661-1844.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments.

Sincgrely,

illie R. Taylor
Director, Office of Environmental
Policy and Compliance
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Kenneth Yunker, Executive Director
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning C |
P.O. Box 1607 [
Waukesha WI 53187

Dear Mr. Yunker:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee (KRM)
Alternatives lysis/Draft i tal Impact (EIS). The EIS the KRM purpose and need,
alternatives that were considered, the affected environment, and impact analysis. The preferred KRM Commuter
Rail Alternative will utilize the existing Union Pacific Rail Road Kenosha Subdivision corridor and develop seven
new stations in Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee Counties.

The KRM Commuter Rail Alternative will reduce air pollutants and green house gas emissions, promote regional
multi-modal transportation and maximize use of existing infrastructure. In addition, it will support a compact
regional development pattern that conserves resources and supports a sustainable, high quality of life in Wisconsin
and the Midwest.

Specific comments on water, land, and air follow below.
Water

Table S-3, Estimated Impacts to Wetland Areas, page S-22 and Exhibit 6, Caledonia Air Photo and Overlay: Clarify
if 0.00 or 0.10 acre of wetland will be impacted at the Caledonia station

Table S-4, Suitable Stormwater Quality Practices for KRM Stations, page $-23: Consider including porous
p asa option

Section 4.11, Water Resources, page 4-72: Describe ballast augmentation, bolstering, grading, and other work on
the existing railroad embankment and on new sidings and discuss potential impacts to adjacent wetlands,
waterways, and environmentally sensitive areas.

Land

Section 3 — 3-62 & Section 4 - 4-71: The Department has updated geographic information system data, including
Butler's Gartersnake habitat and range, for endangered plants and animals. Plant and animal field surveys may be
needed during project design. Please contact me for further details.

Air

Section 2.8, Project Justification. Benefits, page 2-75: Consider discussing the benefit of reducing
particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in diameter (PM2.5).

Section 4.17.2, Air Quality, page 4-99: The Department encourages measures to mitigate adverse air quality
impacts during construction. Discuss if any sensitive receptors are present in the KRM project area and potential
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air quality mitigation measures such as reduced diesel engine emissions and idling. Consider discussing
Milwaukee Intermodal Station plans for installing solar panels and the use of locomotive electrification idling
equipment to mitigate air emissions.

The Department recommends the EIS provide additional information about potential impacts to water resources
and air quality analysis. As alternatives are further refined, the Department the i i
Regional Transit Authority to explore more fully the design options that minimize adverse environmental impacts.

Thanks again for the opportunity to comment on this project. Please contact me if you have questions or want
additional information. | would be glad to meet or speak with you.

2, bl A

Craig Webster, Environmental Review Specialist
Southeast Region Environmental Analysis and Review Team
(262) 574-2141

Cc: Crystal DuPont, DOT
Mike Luba, DNR
Peter McMullen, DNR
Cameron Bump, DNR
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Regional Administrator, Region 5

Federal Transit Administration

200 West Adams Street, Suite 2410

Chicago, IL 60604

E-19J

Re:  Comments on the Draft Envir Impact (DEIS) for the
Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Corridor (KRM) Transit Project, CEQ#20090290

Dear Ms. Simon:

This letter is submitted in accordance with our agency's responsibilities under the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act. The
proposed project is to improve regional transportation mobility with better access to employment
centers and connectivity with the Chicago markets; to ic and cc i
development, including Transit Oriented Developments (TOD); and to increase transit ridership,
thus reducing the region's automobile dependency.

The US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 (US EPA) has participated in
agency scoping and pre-DEIS meetings, and attended several public meetings for the KRM
Transit Project. We submitted scoping comments on April 6, 2006. The KRM project was
further developed in a merged NEPA / Clean Water Act 404 Permitting process; we provided
qualified concurrence, discussed below, with the revised Purpose and Need on December 6,
2006.

The KRM transit corridor extends from the downtown Kenosha Metra Station to the
downtown Milwaukee Multimodal Center. The project is sponsored by the Southeastern
Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC). The DEIS presents three alternatives: a
no build scenario, a Transportation System Management (TSM) concept, and a reestablished
commuter rail line. A fourth option, bus rapid transit (BRT), was screened out earlier in the
NEPA process by SEWRPC. The TSM concept serves as the Federal Transit Administration
(FTA) requisite baseline alternative. The commuter rail line is presented as the Locally
Preferred Alternative, with nine stations proposed from Kenosha to Milwaukee.

The Locally Preferred Alternative avoids many impacts typical for a project of this size
because most of the project will utilize existing rail rights of way. SEWRPC proposes daily
weekday service of fourteen (14) trips in each direction, many timed to meet Metra commuter
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trains in Kenosha throughout the day, so commuters could transfer to/from Metra trains that
connect Kenosha with Chicago and intermediate stops. The Summary Section Table S-1
presents that three KRM trains in each direction may extend travel beyond Kenosha to
‘Waukegan, Illinois to meet Metra trains at that station. The DEIS is not clear whether any

kend service is lated. Diesel Multiple Units (DMU) are proposed as the choice for
energy efficient power systems for this rail line. The number of units per train is not indicated,
but presumably would vary based upon the service demands.

The baseline TSM alternative was designed to provide a level of service comparable to
the BRS or commuter rail alternatives at greatly reduced cost. The TSM alternative includes
expanded Metra commuter service from Chicago to Kenosha, expanded and enhanced Wisconsin
Coach Lines local bus service from Kenosha to South Milwaukee, and Milwaukee County
Transit System bus route 48 service from South Milwaukee to the downtown Milwaukee
Multimodal Center. The TSM option is not expected to achieve much improvement in commute
times and therefore would not attract a significantly increased transit ridership.

We have reviewed the DEIS and are providing comments regarding Purpose and Need,
Alternatives, Environmental Impacts, and Mitigation of Unavoidable Impacts.

PURPOSE_AND NEED

The Purpose and Need statement includes the desire to induce economic development,
including residential and transit oriented development (TOD). The terms "infill" and
"redevelopment" are indicated as desirable attributes of this development. We previously noted
that station locations would therefore be important alternative choices for this project. We retain
our concern that the p | has the ial for inducing developments without adequately
protecting the state designated natural connectivity corridors as well as farmland and other open
spaces.

ALTERNATIVES

The Locally Preferred Alternative involves restoring a rail line now owned by the Union
Pacific Railroad (UP). This line has had little traffic for decades, and currently only functions to
shuttle coal to the Oak Creek Power Plant. Former passenger service established stations in
downtown Kenosha, Racine, South Milwaukee and Milwaukee. Any additional station locations
will need to be built, and we recommend the NEPA process present these new locations as
alternatives for analysis and public discussion. We are concerned that station locations could
stimulate sprawl. The public has echoed the concern for sprawl and filling in the open spaces
between Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee, blurring the individual community identities. Both
urban and rural commenters supported preservation of farmland. Public comments strongly
supported the rail alternative. However, options for possible individual station locations were
not presented in the DEIS for public comment. Therefore, we recommend further NEPA
documentation include an analysis of station location alternatives, including but not limited to:
evaluating ridership, access modes (automobile, feeder bus, bicycle, and pedestrian), train
schedule delays, cost effectiveness, and direct and indirect impacts.



We recommend that SEWRPC consider relocating the Somers Station to Carthage
College. This could coordinate with the proposed pedestrian bridge over Sheridan Road and
would serve three significant populations of potential transit riders within walking distance of
such a station: college students, college employees, and the low income community to the west.
Such a location would promote infill development. By contrast, the currently proposed Somers
location would generate development in a largely rural area, impacting the adjacent Pike River
conservation corridor, while generating comparatively minimal ridership that is auto-dependent.

Of the two station options proposed for Oak Creek, we recommend the south Oak Creek
Station be dropped from consideration, due to both its greater direct impact to a higher quality
wetland and its potential to indirectly impact the much larger associated wetland areas.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
HAZARDOUS WASTE

A Phase IA Reconnaissance Investigation was performed for the six proposed new
construction station sites. We note that some sections of the UP right of way will be upgraded
and/or double tracked to provide passing capabilities. The NEPA documentation should indicate
the history of spills and potential hazardous sites on that right of way. Please describe how the
project will minimize the risk of mobilizing contaminants from ballast and rail work, and
stormwater management activities.

NOISE AND VIBRATION

A number of noise and vibration impacts are yet to be fully determined for the rail line.
The Summary states on page S-17 that the DMU storage and maintenance will take place in an
existing railyard outside the project corridor. Future NEPA documents should fully identify and
cvaluate these impacts as part of this proposal. Other impacts related to these storage and
functions, i ing moving DMU to and from the railyard, should also be assessed
as part of this proposal.

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES

The DEIS noted that no federally listed threatened or endangered species have been
identified throughout the proposal corridor, although some statements indicate that perhaps only
new station locations, within a one-quarter mile radius, were fully surveyed. Future NEPA
documents should provide clarification that the full right of way and all station location areas
have been evaluated for both federal and state-listed species of concern.

MITIGATION OF UNAVOIDABLE IMPACTS

We acknowledge that some impacts will not be fully known until final designs are
available. However, the Final Envir | Impact S should include these impacts to
the extent possible. Please specify details concerning the mitigation measures that will be
provided, including commitments for follow-up monitoring and maintenance as appropriate.

Our review of the KRM Project found a need for recasting the alternatives so that new
station locations for the proposal can be considered for their impacts. We note that additional
information is needed to understand the impacts for hazardous waste, noise and vibration, and
federally and state listed species along the entire project corridor. Therefore, we rate the DEIS as
"Environmental Concerns - Insufficient Information" (EC-2). We refer you to the enclosed
Summary of Rating Definitions Sheet for a fuller explanation of the ratings. This rating will be
published in the Federal Register.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this document. We look forward to
reviewing future NEPA documents for this project. Should you have any questions regarding our
comments, please contact me or Norm West of my staff, by phone at 312-353-5692 or by e-mail
at west.norman@epa.gov.

Smcerely,

“4

% Kenncth A. Wesftlake
Chief, NEPA Implementation Section
Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance

Enclosures:  Summary of Rating Definitions Sheet
Ce: Kenneth R. Yunker
Executive Director
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O. Box 1607
‘Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607

SUMMARY OF RATING DEFINITIONS AND FOLLOW UP ACTION"
Environmental Impact of the Action

LO-Lack of Objections

The EPA review has not identified any potential environmental impacts requiring substantive changes to the
proposal. The review may have disclosed opportunities for application of mitigation measures that could be
accomplished with no more than minor changes to the proposal.

EC-Environmental Concerns

The EPA review has identified environmental impacts that should be avoided in order to fully protect the
environment. Corrective measures may require changes to the preferred alternative or application of mitigation
measures that can reduce the environmental impacts. EPA would like to work with the lead agency to reduce these
impacts.

EOQ-Environmental Objections

The EPA review has identified significant environmental impacts that must be avoided in order to provide adequate
protection for the environment. Corrective measures may require substantial changes to the preferred alternative or
consideration of some other project alternative (including the no action alternative or a new alternative). EPA
intends to work with the lead agency to reduce these impacts.

EU-Environmentally Unsatisfactory

The EPA review has identified adverse environmental impacts that are of sufficient magnitude that they are
unsatisfactory from the standpoint of public health or welfare or environmental quality. EPA intends to work with
the lead agency to reduce these impacts. If the potential unsatisfactory impacts are not corrected at the final EIS
sate, this proposal will be recommended for referral to the CEQ.

Adequacy of the Impact Statement

Category 1-Adequate

The EPA believes the draft EIS sets forth the impact(s) of the preferred alterative and
those of the alternatives reasonably available to the project or action. No further analysis or data collecting is
necessary, but the reviewer may suggest the addition of clarifying language or information.

The draft EIS does not contain sufficient information for the EPA to fully assess the environmental impacts that
should be avoided in order to fully protect the environment, or the EPA reviewer has identified new reasonably
available alternatives that are within the spectrum of alternatives analyzed in the draft EIS, which could reduce the
environmental impacts of the action. The identified additional information, data, analyses, or discussion should be
included in the final EIS.

Category 3-Inadequate

EPA does not believe that the draft EIS assesses pi i impacts of the
action, or the EPA reviewer has identified new, reasonably available altcmatwes that are outside of the spectrum of
alternatives analyzed in the draft EIS, which should be analyzed in order to reduce the potentially significant
environmental impacts. EPA believes that the identified additional information, data analyses, or discussions are of
such a magnitude that they should have full public review at a draft stage. EPA does not believe that the draft EIS is
adequate for the purposes of the NEPA and/or Section 309 review, and thus should be formally revised and made
available for public comment in a supplemental or revised draft EIS. On the basis of the potential significant
impacts involved, this proposal could be a candidate for referral to the CEQ.

“From EPA Manual 1640 Policy and Procedures for the Review of the Federal Actions Impacting the Environment



Appendix A-2
COMMENTS RECEIVED BY KEY STAKEHOLDERS

Office of the Village Administrator The Council has continued to stress the need for linkage between the locations of jobs
Michael R. Pollocoff and transportation facilities.

General Comments

PLEASANT
PRAREE

The City of Cudahy has reviewed the Draft EIS for the KRM and strongly believes that
- I based on the information provided the preferred alternative is the best option because
£y & \ e The preferred alternative achieves the highest trip reductions because of
i | transportation options.
Email & USPS \J MG 2 7 2009 \ e The transportation mode is located off of the Interstate which will reduce the
b ’\ number of vehicle trips and congestion on I-94.
) e Stops are located in densely populated areas.
August 26, 2009 . e - e The proposal is cost effective because it utilizes already existing freight rail lines.
e Service provided in both directions during all time periods.

Kenneth R. Yunker, P.E. e Average speed is 38 miles per hour.
Executive Director e The use of energy efficient diesel-multiple-unit cars and reduces vehicle
SEWRPC d emissions and energy i
W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive e Timed-transfer provided to Metra trains at Kenosha and Waukegan.
PO Box 1607 e Limits travel time to Kenosha from Milwaukee to 53 minutes which is

Waukesha, WI 53187-1607 comparable to automobiles but faster than a bus alternative (could be even greater
with the proposed Interstate reconstruction).

Mr. Yunker:
Land Use and Compatibility

The Village of Pleasant Prairie is negotiating with a developer planning a mixed use  Asstated on Page 3-30, “The western segment of the Cudahy/St. Francis station
development between the Metra tracks and Sheridan Road in the vicinity of 122™ Street. area is largely industrial use and vacant land. The 40 acre Lakeport Village

The proposed plan identifies a station at the Metra line on 122™ Street. The development 'ede,;’e‘"pmi“‘ site is planned to include a large ‘“e'Ska‘mf rink and ancillary
will involve construction of the train station, platform and parking. The planning at this time retail space.” — the same reference is made on Page 3-48, “To the west of that is a

is in its conceptual stage.

The Village requests that this proposed site be included in the preliminary engineering/draft

EIS that the commission is currently undertaking.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this project. If you have any questions or

require additional information piease contact me at (262) 925-6721.

e

Michael R. Pollocoff
Village Administrator

MRP/vs

cc: Village Board
Jean Werbie

!
CUDANY —

Ryan McCue
Mayor, City of Cudahy

September 8, 2009

Mr. Kenneth Yunker

Executive Director

Southeast Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
PO Box 1607

‘W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive

Waukesha, WI 53187-1607

Dear Mr. Yunker:

RE: Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environmental
Impact Statement

The City of Cudahy appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) dated July 2009. The comments provided in this
document are directed only to the preferred alternative and will be shared with the City of
Cudahy’s Common Council for review and endorsement at its September 15, 2009
meeting.

The City of Cudahy enthusiastically endorses the decision to consider Cudahy as one of
several transit station locations and appreciates the considerable amount of effort behind
a commuter rail preferred alternative. The proximity of the transit center site to Cudahy’s
downtown, recent acquisition of a 31.19 acre site, and Lubbert/City owned 4.51 acre site
west of the rail line coupled with the overall revitalization plan for the City of Cudahy
would help minimize the impacts and costs iated with the impl ion of the
preferred alternative.

The Commuter Rail will improve the ability to get commuters to employment centers,
travelers to the airport, and will help to encourage the growth of the Gateway to
Milwaukee’s concept of an Aerotropolis. It should be noted that the City of Cudahy’s
Common Council has endorsed the Commuter Rail option. This service is critical to the
900,000 plus jobs accessible within one mile of train stations in the KRM/Metra corridor.

“GENERATIONS OF PRIDE”
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large vacant lot this is being developed into a major ice skating facility.” And
once again on Page 4-25, “The %2 mile Cudahy/St. Francis station area contains
Patrick Cudahy, Inc., a large industrial food-processing plant that abuts the
railroad. Also there is a planned major ice skating facility and a new public
library that was constructed to serve as a focal point for the downtown.”
o This language is out of date. The developers of the proposed Lakeport
Village/Ice Port were foreclosed upon by the City and as of July 2009, the
City of Cudahy has taken back possession of the land which is under the
control of Cudahy’s Community Development Authority (CDA). At this
time there are no formal plans for the site, but the Council has supported
higher density and mixed use development for the site.
o The name of the station should be Cudahy not Cudahy/St. Francis.
® As stated on Page 4-7, “For areas outside for the downtown, (i.e. east of
Kirkwood Avenue and north of Plankinton Avenue), the plan suggests low- to
dium-density multi-family develop to a wider variety of
housing options closer to the central business district.
o A 30 unit condominium building has been completed next to the library,
plans are in place for another 30 unit building on the site and a 36 unit
condominium building is proposed on Squire Avenue. The Council

“GENERATIONS OF PRIDE”
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supports higher density and mixed use development in proximity to the
proposed transit station and has begun implementation of this vision. The
City has been strategic in acquiring properties near this site to allow for
greater density making this area a prime candidate for redevelopment in
accordance with this vision.

e As stated on Page 4-7, “Land use recommendations within the plan further
suggest that the area west of the commuter station be comprised of commercial
mixed-use, office, entertainment and industrial uses. Mixed-use development
opportunities are encouraged along both Packard and Layton Avenues consistent
with the downtown pedestrian-oriented character of the area.”

o The City of Cudahy is updating its Comprehensive Plan for 2010. The
document is a guide to decision-making about land use and maybe
amended by the Planning C ission to be responsible to changi
circumstances, notably those large in scope that may relate to the
Commuter Rail option.

o The City has a commitment to determining how best to accommodate
future employees and residents within the City of Cudahy but also within
the South Shore Community growth centers as a result of the Commuter
Rail option.

Noise

e As stated on Page S-15, “The areas with the greatest potential for cumulative
noise and vibration impacts associated with Community Rail Alternative is where
the proposed commuter rail would overlap with existing Union Pacific freight
services.”

o The City of Cudahy agrees that there will be some noise and vibration
impacts associated with the Commuter Rail option and we believe it will
be less severe with commuter rail than with freight equipment and thus the
cumulative effect should be minor.

Visual Impact
e As stated on Page S-16, “the area around the commuter rail station would be
improved through decorative lighting, sidewalks, and street trees and be
supplemented with new lighting features, surface treatments, public art and
welcome signs.”

o The City of Cudahy has already begun implementation of streetscape in
the transit area. In fall 2009, the City will begin to address a wayfinding
sign program to assist visitors and guests with finding their way around
the city. This program will be able to be expanded to include those using
the transit. Because there are already tracks in place, there will be no
disruption to the visual environment except for the area where the new
station would be.

“GENERATIONS OF PRIDE"
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Community Services
e As stated on Page 3-33, “The City [of Cudahy] employs 40 full-time police
officers and 23 firefighters.
o This should be updated to read, “The City employs 30 full-time police
officers and 25 firefighters.

Mitigation of Contaminated Sites
® As stated in the table on Page 4-85 there are two sites in Cudahy that are

contaminated that would impact the development of a transit oriented

development around the Cudahy/St. Francis Commuter Rail station — these being

the Proposed Cudahy Train Station and the property at 3503 East Layton Avenue.

o The City is aware of these sites and has capped the Cudahy Train Station

location. In addition, we are working with a consultant to consolidate all
studies that have been completed near the proposed train station in order to
efficiently apply for grants to clean up the sites as needed.

Archaeological Resources
e As stated on Page 4-89,90, “the western portion of the proposed station is
recommended to be geomorphologically tested for archaeo]oglcal matenals Unnl
testing can be completed, cultural resource is not recc d
o Any geomorphological testing should be completed with the State
Historical Preservation Office (SHPO), WisDOT, and SEWRPC to ensure
all Section 106 requirements are met and should be done at a cost to be
borne by these agencies.

Environmental
e As stated on Page 4-78, 4-81, “catchbasins or catchbasin inserts as well as
biofilters used as part of the landscaping will likely be needed for stormwater
runoff or proposed station”.
o The City of Cudahy abides by the MMSD requirements for stormwater
management.

Historic Resources
e As stated in table 4-30 on Page 4-91 the Cudahy Depot at 4643 S. Kinnickinnic is
potentially eligible to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
o This property is owned by the Cudahy Historic Society, the City will assist
the owners, if they are interested, in filing the application for listing.

Transportation
e Asstated on Page 4-16, 4-17, “Traffic delays of 50 seconds for crossing adjacent
to stations and 30 seconds for crossings not adjacent to stations. A total of 28
delays per day, 14 each way, with 4 at both AM and PM peak travel times for
only a 5% disruption of total peak travel time.
o Since most employment in the City of Cudahy is manufacturing based,
traffic may be less impacted during peak travel times. Traffic
signalization should be modified accordingly.
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e As stated on Page S-12, “Airport Shuttle — this is a proposed new route that
operates between the Cudahy/St. Francis commuter rail station and Mitchell
International Airport.”

o The City fully supports having shuttles from the commuter rail station to
the airport. A consistent marketing of this alternative form of
transportation must be made available to visitors of Milwaukee County.
The EIS should include some analysis of how many trips would be made
from the Cudahy station to the airport.

Thank you for your time and consideration of our If you need additional
assistance you can reach me at (414) 769.2222.

Sincerely,

LA

Ryan McCue
Mayor

Cc: Members, City of Cudahy Common Council
Scott Walker, Milwaukee County Executive
Patricia Jursik, Milwaukee County Supervisor
Mary Jo Lange, Director of Public Works Engineering Services
Lara L. Fritts, Director of Economic Development
Sara Eberhardy, Cudahy Community Development Authority
Raymond Glowacki, Cudahy Chamber of Commerce
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547 W. Jackson Bivd. Chicago, Illinois 60661 Telephone: 312-322-6900

October 5, 2009

Kenneth R. Yunker

Executive Director

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission

KRM Commuter Link e
‘W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive

PO Box 1607

Waukesha, W1 53187-1607

Dear Mr. Yunker:

Metra is pleased to have the opportunity to review the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for
the proposed Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee (KRM) Commuter Link.

The largest concern we have in reviewi is the discrep between the rail
service plans and assumptions described [hroughoul the DEIS and the statement on page 4-19 of the DEIS
which states:

Because of [Metra’s] position, the KRM service formally proposed at the time of this report does
not include any KRM trains operating south of Kenosha. However, KRM service to Waukegan
and Chicago is retained as a possible future option for the project. In the event that option is
again given serious consideration in subsequent work in the current alternatives analysis, future
preliminary engineering or future final design phases of the KRM project, the environmental
work will have been completed and documented herein.

In our view, the above statement reflects the results of the ongoing dialogue between Metra and the KRM
team. Metra has not agreed to trains operating south of Kenosha. However, the operating plans described
and referenced on the other 698 pages of this document do not correspond to this note. While we
recognize that the timing in drafting a complicated DEIS and securing all the necessary approvals can be
extensive, and that the time between completion and publication can be significant, we are nonetheless
concerned that this single statement does not sufficiently document the changes needed to reflect Metra’s
position on the KRM project. The differences in scheduling affects six KRM trains proposed to travel
south of Kenosha to Waukegan, and two additional KRM trains proposed to travel from Kenosha to
Chicago. It appears that the ridership and cost estimates shown in this still reflect
those additional KRM trips to Waukegan and Chicago. However, we are concerned that the proposed
operating plans as stated do not accurately account for operational and capital changes to the Metra
system that might need to take place thereby necessitating a revisit to the environmental findings.

Beyond the concerns about KRM service operating in Metra service territory, Metra has concerns about
the two additional Metra trains proposed in the TSM alternatives and the four additional Metra trains
proposed in the BRT and Commuter Rail alternatives. It should be noted clearly in the report that Metra
has not agreed to this expansion of Metra service. Our current operating and capital resources for
additional service are extremely limited, and the first priority for those funds is to the taxpayers of

Metra is the registered service mark for the Northeast lllinois Regional Commuter Railroad Corporation.

Northeastern Illinois who supply the operating subsidy for Metra in the form of sales taxes. In addition, it
is not clear that the capital and operating costs associated with this expanded Metra service are fully
captured in the proposed capital and operating cost estimates. On top of the rolling stock necessary to
provide one or two additional round trips, an ion must be included for the expanded yard capacity
to store and maintain this additional Metra equipment. Our yards are at full capacity in both Kenosha and
Waukegan.

In addition to these significant concerns, there is one repeated detail that emerged in our review which is
very important. The report reflects schedules and fares that are several years out of date, so these will
need to be updated. Current timetables and fare schedules are available at www.metrarail.com.

In response to these concerns, we request that the DEIS be revised to reflect the most current assumptions
before it is finalized. Using an incorrect set of assumptions calls the entirety of the analysis into question,
diminishing the validity of any conclusions arrived therein. Metra looks forward to continuing to work
with the KRM team as this project moves forward, further addressing the transportation needs of the
people in both the Milwaukee and Chicago regions.

Executive Directol

cc: David L. Stroik, Chairman
Southeastern Regional Planning Commission
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WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED BY MAIL, EMAIL, OR ONLINE COMMENT FORM

QuickCaBLE JEGEIVE]

3
8/18/09 la AUG 19 2009

KRM Public Hearing

Re: Public Hearing - September

‘We wish to express our continued support for the KRM Commuter Rail program.

In the past our support was essential theoretical, but now that more details about the
project are being made available, we can be more direct and specific about our support.

The route includes nearly a million jobs, and by extension millions of families; the
proposed stations (existing and new) are spaced logically and located in key city centers;
the transit times are practical and competitive.

In sum, thoughtful planning. Please continue with your good work.

Jow Swauven.

John Shannon
President/CEO

KRM Commuter Rail
PO Box 1607
Waukesha, WI 53187-1607

Govenor Jim Doyle
PO Box 7863
Madison, WI 53707

John K. Shannon, Jr.— President/CEO

Quick Cable Corporation * 3700 Quick Drive * Franksville, WI 53126
Phone 1-262-824-3100 Ext. 211 < Fax 1-262-824-3199
Website www.quickcable.com

|
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#146935 v1 - KRM EIS Public Hearing Comment Form

WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC HEARING

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR
THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT

September 14, 2009
Racine Gateway Technical College
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin

Name: Jean Verber, OP
Affiliation: Siena Center - Racine Dominican Sisters
Mailing Address: 5635 Erie Street
Racine, WI 53402
Comment:

See attached

Add sheets as needed and place in the comment box or give to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional
comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices.

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
PO. Box 1607
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: KRMonline.org
Website: www.KRMonline.org

September 21, 2009
1 attended the KRM hearing in Racine last week but was unable to stay to give my response.

1 wish to register strong support for the proposed KRM Commuter Rail alternative. While T
cannot speak for the Racine Dominicans, I do speak for a number of residents here at Siena
Center who signed the last statement for supporting KRM and the movement forward.

‘We certainly support this effort which p to reduce bill on the
highways and reduce the heavy concentration of carbon emission which is vital to our survival.
We also endorse this effort to further the needed economic development in our region and
especially providing greater access to employment that is so lacking here.

1 personally worked for 10 years in Milwaukee with women trying to transfer off of welfare
through the W-2 program to employment. It was heart breaking to see highly motivated
individuals dismissed from temp jobs, if they were lucky to get one, and not be able to access
permanent employment. Much of this distress was trying to find transportation to get to what
might have been available outside the city. Isee KRM as a great assist to these job seekers who
may find work in Cudahy or Oak Creek.

And here in Racine with unemployment over 16%, the only way to employment is to be able to
get connected to jobs south of Racine — through a KRM rail possibility.

‘We urge forward movement of this effort.

(@

egh Verber, OP
\Justice Outreach Coordinator
Siena Center
Racine

#146935 v1 - KRM EIS Public Hearing Comment Form

‘WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC HEARING

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR
THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT

September 14, 2009
Racine Gateway Technical College
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin

Name: m«r7 C. Schroeder .
Affiliation: o
Mailing Address: 6 \ %) Hmjerew st.
Ro.cine ) Wi .
53402
) days

Comment:

Tdo not wanl Fo hear The KRM train hoen 23 times/day eck,
et would be 14 rips bock & farth o kenosho. eoch day).

T live on The East Suie, of the prapmei KRM roilroad Tmokr
about 1 mile away, T like b qo butside ih My vard :\'er\)oy the
quiel, Where T 1ive in Racine, Fhere ore about & ra’lroad.
“cmssmqs between South 8T and west St. fopprox. 3[4 mile
of the Yrack route). When o coal train comes, The

frain operafor  Sounds The horn for The entire lenqﬁ\ of the
3/qmle. This sound lasfs |/a- 2 mins. each time? Tt 1s quite
lowd & annoying, especially when the west wind is blewing,
Then it Sounds Yas it ’rka’fmm 1S coming thew  my house!

T peed 1o sleey during the day becawse T work 2rd 5/17‘H’

T coanpol aftord 1o move , op T wowld do se. My hushand
d\e(i 8 yrs. 90 and [eff me, \/gy [it]e money.

Add sheets as needed and place in the comment box or give to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional
comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices.

g conti haed
on

Poﬁ@ :L

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
‘W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O. Box 1607
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: KRMonline.org
Website: www.KRMonlin.org

%
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WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC HEARING

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR
THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT

September 14, 2009
Racine Gateway Technical College
901 Pershing Drive
Racine, Wisconsin

C. Sch ‘roU\?/Y‘

Name: (‘/j or

Affiliation:

Mailing Address: 6 7] ijﬁﬂf st
Ro.cine ; Wi .
53402

((;n\‘", ‘Frnm quqe j}

T am nof o "senle ofd Tady" T am 57 yr. old,
T wold e in faver ot The KRM i vou
could  gef  yic oty or greatly reduce’ the
_loudnesyY ot the Train hern,

T Think That  The KRN Train  would be a
big boo}T To  our €conomy.
/ T}\mn\/\/ycw /V]M‘_\% C,

Schi o(’,‘l{ er

v C

Add sheets as needed and place in the comment box or give to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional
comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices.

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
PO. Box 1607
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: KRMonline.org
Website: www.KRMonlinc.org




Board of Directors

§ Mike Fabishak
N Associated General Contractors
Steve McLaughlin, UW Parkside

Mike Ruzicka

Greater Milwaukee Association of Realtors

Peter Beitzel

Metro Milwaukee Association of Commerce

Martha Toran, NAACP

Jascha Beck Walters
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October 4, 2009

Kot o i DeWitt Ross & Stevens S.C
KRM Commuter Link e
P.O. Box 1607 \my Schneider, Pai

Paul Kwiecinski, transit advocate
Diane Chamness, Chamness Consulting

‘Waukesha, WI 53187-1607
Dear Ken Yunker,

Iransit NOW supports the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Commuter Rail (KRM) project and the draft
environmental impact statement.

KRM is essential infrastructure for the mobility and economy of SE Wisconsin. It would act as a critical
backbone for a vibrant regional transit network that would support improved transportation capacity and
efficiency. KRM would effectively meet goals of connecting people to jobs, school, healthcare and other
important destinations; reducing air pollutant emissions and our region’s reliance of fossil fuels; and
improving transportation affordability and regional accessibility for diverse populations.

KRM will create a high quality cost effective Tink between 9 cities in SE Wisconsin, and make a valuable
bi-state transit connection with 235 NE Illinois communities and Chicago, connecting Wisconsin
communities with a far-reaching network of transit accessibility and economic y in NE lllinois
and the SE Wisconsin region.

KRM will support and link three local urban transit systems in the region, providing reliable and
affordable connections to jobs (nearly 1 million jobs within 1 mile of stations between Milwaukee and
Chicago) in a densely populated corridor that has few other regional transit alternatives or rights-of-way
available to add needed transportation capacity

KRM will use existing rail right-of-way resulting in high economic, environmental and social returns with
minimal impacts. KRM will create sustainable economic growth, and improve our environment by
spurring more efficient compact development and redevelopment, and attracting visitors and businesses to
closer-in suburbs and developing communities. KRM would act as an important force in assisting o re-
balance the sprawling development pattern in SE Wisconsin o create a more efficient land use pattern

KRM will provide urgently needed transit- ible job growth and affordable job connections in the
corridor where unemployment is as high as 17%. Potential stations are situated in areas that provide good
access for a high percentage of houscholds without cars (over 23% near urban stations), and higher than
average minority population.

KRM enjoys a deep and diverse base of support. Please move this project forward without delay. The
benefits are substantial and are needed now in SE Wisconsin

Sincerely,

Kerry Thomas, Executive Director

The Racine Transit Task Force

Advocates for a Vibrant Regional Transit System
Affiliated with Transit NOW

October 5, 2009

Ken Yunker

KRM Commuter Link
P.0. Box 1607

Waukesha, WI 53187-1607

Dear Mr. Yunker,
On behalf of the Racine Transit Task Force please accept this letter of support for KRM Commuter Rail

DEIS. Our coalition is large and diverse, it’s corporate and union, small business and manufacturing,
store owners and faith-based groups, environmental and government officials, and communities of color.

Southeast WT has waited too long for a true regional transit system. We were a thriving industrial and
manufacturing city with a diverse population and low unemployment. Our manufacturing jobs left and
we are still trying to recover our job and employment base. We have a dis-connect between where our
highest concentration of job seekers live and where the jobs are developing. We need to expand our
transportation infrastructure to fill this serious transportation system gap.

‘We understand that a modern transit network is fundamental and essential to our economy. We know
that jobs will come as investors invest along the corridor. And that educational opportunities and cultural
venues will increase to help stabilize our future.

Its time now to advance KRM Commuter Rail and make a truly integrated RTA so we can go to work
creating jobs and a cleaner more prosperous future.

Sincerely

v

W Ve (W%MO

Jeff VanKoningsveld, Co-Chair, Racine Transit Task Force
President, IBEW Local 430, Racine County Labor Coalition

Racine Transit Task Force Steering Committee
Nikki Aiello Community for Change

Chip Brewer SC Johnson

Ray DeHahn Alderman, Transit Commissioner
John Dickert Mayor, City of Racine
(continued)

Tom Friedel Alderman, former Mayor

Mike Frontier
(Continued)

San Juan Diego Middle School
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Kelly Gallaher
Curtis Garner
Ryan Gleason
Naney Holmlund
Elizabeth Kelly

Community for Change

Belle Urban System (Racine bus)
Community for Change
‘WISDOM/Racine Interfaith Coalition
Mueller Communications, SE WIRTA

Morris Reece Fair Housing Director
Mike Shields Racine NAACP
Kerry Thomas Transit Now

Nick Whitman Racine Education Association
Contact Information:
Jeff Van Koningsveld, 262-994-5393, jeffibew@hotmail.com

Organizational Members

Racine County AFL-CIO Labor Council
Racine Area Manufacturers and Commerce
Racine County Convention & Visitors Bureau
PTM of Racine, Manager of Racine BUS
Hispanic Business & Professional Council
City of Racine Fair Housing

Hispanic Business Council

Roger Caron, President

Dave Blank, Executive Director
Curtis Garner, Executive Director
Wally Rendon, President

Morris Reece, Director

Ed Malacara, Director

NAACP Michael Shields, President
The Racine Democratic Party Michael Shields, President
Transit NOW Kerry Thomas, Executive Director

Pete Knotek, President

Richard Marciniak, Executive Director
Devin Sutherland, Executive Director
Devin Sutherland, Manager

Curt Pruit, General Manager

Bonnie B. Prochaska, President

Mark Eickhorst

Racine Education Association
Racine Family Literacy
Downtown Racine Corporation
Downtown Racine BID
Regency Mall

Ginkgo Leaf Consulting

Reach Your Mark

Individual Members

Mark Levine, Racine BID Board member

Ron Thomas, Secretary, AFL-CIO Labor Council
Bryan Albrecht, President, Gateway Technical College
Lawrence Smetana, exccutive board member, IBEW

Individual Members continued

Richard Therkelsen, Organizer and executive board member, IBEW
Russ Sanders, executive board member, IBEW

Paul Voss, Vice President, IBEW 430

Jim Heart, executive board member of IBEW

Chris Gulbrandson, business manager, IBEW 430

Tom Zikowski Morris Firebaugh Joe Hand Jr.
Paul Holley Jodi Emmons Brent Nance Dennis Wolf
Gary Fahl Richard Fierro Marilyn Nemeth
Steve Torosian Colleen Batterenan Pete Feest
Rich Hinderholtz Mercedes Dzindzeleta Jeff Corbat
Jane Witt Chalene Alila Pete Feest
John Siegert Jeffery Funk Bob Hand
Susan Bowen Jeff Schultz Mary Abrego
John Magee Robert Carder William Johnson
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Mary and Frank Facuejak Michelle Randall Barney Nelles

Charles Geyer Alex & Krystyna Sarrazin Debie Truckey

Sara Neubauer Linda Flashinski Mitchell Avant

Pattie & Joe Kremkowski Greg Mueller Marvin Letven

About the Racine Transit Task Force

The Racine Transit Task Force is made up of organizations, individuals and business leaders in
Racine and the region. It was created to collat and d in building and
political support to improve and expand transit that will connect workers and employers, create
new job growth, spur sustainable economic development and global economic competitiveness,
reduce the brain drain, decrease our dependence on foreign oil, and improve the quality of life in
Racine and throughout Southeastern Wisconsin. The task force is a means to provide transit
outreach, education, and advocacy.

Our guiding principles are:

* A vibrant modern transit network is a
economy and a prosperous future.

1 part of a ful and

e A dedicated funding source for transit is vital in 2009 to provide adequate, stable funding
for transit systems and KRM Commuter Rail. Without a dedicated funding source
existing transit systems will face continuing service reductions. KRM Commuter Rail
will be at serious risk, deepening the divide between workers and jobs, and limiting our
ability to compete in the global economy.

e A permanent regional transit authority in Southeast Wisconsin in 2009 is critical to
provide regional coordination, creating a united voice to better access federal funds, and
advancing efficient regional links for jobs and economic growth.

e A permanent Regional Transit Authority will create jobs, a stronger economy, and
healthier neighborhoods by empowering communities to operate efficient, cost-effective,
balanced transportation systems.
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WISPIRG

———Standing Up
To Powerful Interests

To: Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission

From: Wisconsin Public Interest Research Group (WISPIRG)

Re: Comments on the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Commuter Link
Date: October 5, 2009

WISPIRG appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee
commuter link. We are a statewide, member-based, non-partisan, non-profit organization
that advocates in the public interest. We believe that our current transportation system
faces significant challenges. Volatile gas prices, traffic congestion, our dependence on
oil, and global warming pollution all indicate that significant reforms are required to
build a 21" century transportation system.

Wisconsin’s transportation system has not kept up with changing needs. Vehicle travel on
Wisconsin highways increased by approximately 90 percent between 1980 and 2007, and
Wisconsin residents spent about $2.7 billion more on gasoline in 2006 than they did in
1998.

Wisconsinites deserve a transportation system that meets the needs of the 21 century,
and public transportation needs to play an integral role in that system. A strong public
transportation system would support economic development, curb pollution and
congestion, reduce our dependence on oil, and help to sustain communities.

Milwaukee’s transportation system faces unique challenges. In 2005, Milwaukee area
residents spent about 15 million hours in traffic delays, while congestion cost the area’s
economy about $282 million. Cuts in transit service in Milwaukee have only worsened
this problem. Between 2001 and 2007, bus miles in Milwaukee were cut by 19 percent
and fares rose by 30 percent, leading to a 34 percent drop in ridership over the same
period.

Milwaukee and Chicago form the ends of a corridor that is increasingly becoming one
continuous metropolitan area. Where public transit connections currently exist along this
corridor, workers have been using them in record numbers. Unfortunately, most of the
corridor lacks efficient transit options.

A lack of good transit options means that most commuters in Southeastern Wisconsin
depend on their cars. As this area becomes more developed, congestion will increase and
air pollution will worsen. Southeastern Wisconsin needs a strong public transportation
system, and the KRM would play an essential role in this system.

The KRM would benefit this region by providing for economic growth, allowing for a
cleaner environment, and spurring more efficient compact development and
redevelopment. Additionally, there is broad support for the KRM.

www.wispirg.org
122 State St., Suite 309
Madison, W1 53703
Phone: (608) 251-9501
Fax: (608) 287-0865
info@wispirg.or:
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WRITTEN COMMENT

PUBLIC HEARING

THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK

September 16, 2009

Milwaukee County Downtown Transit Center
909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Add sheets as needed and place in the comment box or give to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional
comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices.

Southeasten Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
PO. Box 1607
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: KRMonline.org
Website: www.KRMonline.org

#146935 v1 - KRM EIS Public Hearing Comment Form

WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC HEARING

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR
THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT

September 16, 2009
Milwaukee County Downtown Transit Center
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Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Add sheets as nesded and place in the comment box or give to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional
comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices.

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O. Box 1607
‘Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: KRMonline.org
Website: www.KRMonline.org
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Add sheets as needed and place in the comment box or give to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional
comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices.

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
‘W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O. Box 1607
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: KRMonline.org
Website: www.KRMonline.org
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From: Holmes, Jack [jholmes@columbia-stmarys.org]

Sent: Tue 8/18/2009 8:19 AM

To: KRM Online

Subject: krm commuter link

i feel that this is badly needed.it would reduce auto traffic congestion and reduce the need to continue
the widing of freeway lanes.

From: Nancy Duersten

Sent: Tue 8/25/2009 8:21 AM

To: Yunker, Kenneth R.

Cc: Senator Russ Feingold - Do not reply to this message; Sen. John W. Lehman; Rep.Robert Turner;
herbert kohl; Governor Jim Doyle

Subject: KRM

Dear Mr. Yunker,

I'm responding to your agency's request to comment on the KRM rail proposal by Oct. 5. | believe that
there are no good reasons not to go forward with the rail connection. Building the new rail will reduce
pollution, encourage economic development, save fuel, reduce the unconscionable spread of sprawl,
and provide alternative means of transportion especially for older people who are limited in options and
fearful of driving on the highways. | hope that the KRM would be only the first step in developing a basic
rail system in our state.

Yours truly,

Nancy Duersten
111 11th St. #5BN
Racine, W1 53403

From: John Kelley Magee
Sent: Thu 8/27/2009 6:31 PM

To: KRM Online
Subject: KRM's station's name
Hello,

I'm John Kelley Magee, I've had read the story about KRM's commuter train. | think that would be great
to get started working now. but I look at "South Side Milwaukee" station. | think it would be good idea
to change it to "Bay View" station. because that is an area that called Bay View residents they lived. |
think that were be looking at to see an lake near Port of Milwaukee.

Thank you!

From: Judith Nielsen

Sent: Fri 8/28/2009 3:32 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Comment Regarding KRM Study

I sorry but as a resident of Racine County | am apposed to this project. | see 17% unemployment in this
area. The location of the KRM stops are not located in employment areas, where a person could walk to
work or have public transportation readily available. Jobs if any are in industrial parks and miles from
the KRM location. We have Amtrak locations that are closer to job locations and they can not make
money, they too are subsidized. So why do | need my tax dollars to subsidize another rail system that is
pie in the sky. None of your proposal actually state specifically how this will help our economy. Where
the jobs are and who are the people who will use the new system. Work on keeping jobs and people
employed with the millions you want to spend, put the money to better use.

A concern tax payer in Racine County.

From: robert maccani

Sent: Sun 8/30/2009 2:59 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: KRM cummuter rail

Bob and | are in favor of KRM for the following reasons:

1. This communiter rail is a very important to create a high quality cost effective link between cities in SE
Wisconsin.

2. It will save money, time and the environment over driving.

3. It will enable workers without cars access reliable and affordable connections to jobs.

4. It will link local transit systems between counties. (This will enable our daughter who is
developmentally challenged the transportation to cross county lines between Milwaukee and Waukesha
to get to her place of employment).

Donna and Bob Maccani

W134N8192 Green Hill Ct.

Menomonee Falls, Wl 53051

From: Dorothy W Sherman

Sent: Mon 8/31/2009 1:53 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: KRM Transit

| support commuter rail. | moved here from the Chicago area in 1990 and was shocked to find out there
was no light rail in the Milwaukee metro area. Since that time I've also been told that it is the wealthy
white people in counties west of Milwaukee that do not want light rail so that they can keep there
counties from being "invaded" by minorities. | hope this comment is not true. Expanding expressways
and local highways as our population increases just encourages global warming and expands the
unsustainable need for more oil. Our economy will never be able to grow as Chicago did unless we
embrace light rail and integrated bus service, which at some point should be using non fossil fuels. You
will not eliminate the hopelessness of the minority populations unless you care enough to provide a way
for them to get to jobs without the need to own a car.

Thanks you for the opportunity to comment. | support an increase in taxes to pay for this and
understand that federal money has been available for some time but not used because of governmental
UNITS Cannot cooperate. Let's Tinally get Something done to help our area get and keep lite supporting
jobs.

Dorothy Sherman
5415 Wild Rose Cir
Greendale WI 53129

From; Moreau MacCaughey

Sent: Wed 9/2/2009 8:35 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Comment Regarding KRM Study
Gentlemen:

Back in the olden days when | was a kid, there was an electric "Interurban" train that ran from
Milwaukee north, probably to Green Bay. It stopped in the small towns along the way and sometimes at
farmers' lanes. It ran regularly, on schedule, and was not dependent on weather. Then progress came
along, the train disappeared, and buses appeared to provide vastly superior service. Until the buses
started reducing their runs, stops, and service. Now they don't run thru the small towns anymore. For
some of us without a car, the Interurban was truly a lifeline to the cities and their supplies that we could
not get at home in our small towns.

Running south from Milwaukee, of course, was the favorite old North Shore Line.

All this, to say that trains are important. Now, as then. Probably even more so now, with the valid
concern about pollution, traffic congestion, and limited resources.

We should build the KRM line as quickly as possible. We also need to upgrade bus service from train
depots so riders can get to their destinations easily. At this point, that is not usually the case. With
enough bus service, even commuters could leave their cars at home instead of at a train depot parking
lot. So concentrated efforts must be devoted to public transportation as a whole, with trains being an
essential element.

Yours truly, and optimistically,
Moreau MacCaughey

3732 Ruby Ave.
Racine, W1 53402



Submitted: 9/7/2009 12:35:00 PM

Name: Pat Palasz

E-mail:

City: Caledonia

State: WI

Zip: 53108

Comments: | just don't get the need for this. We have Amtrack now. The cost is prohibitive and no one |
know wants to use the proposed route. And there are no jobs in Racine - highest unemployment
numbers after Janesville so that won't be a likely destination. If this becomes a reality the users should
pay - taxpayers are overburdened in Wisconsin already. Subsidising ridership to $20+ each is ridiculous.
Research rail in Chicago (totally in debt). | vote no!!!

From: Wesley Ladwig

Sent: Tue 9/8/2009 1:42 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Question about the KRM Commuter Rail
Hi,

| am a student looking to go to graduate school in the Lake Bluff, IL area. My question is will the KRM
connect to the chicago Metra System so | could concievably leave from Milwaukee and get off at the
Lake Bluff, IL station? My other question is what is the timetable for this project and how far away is it
from becoming a reality? | am very interested and your website was a big help. Thanks and | hope this
project goes through.

Wes

From: Scott Duban

Sent: Sat 9/12/2009 10:36 AM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Comment Regarding KRM Study

Due to work, | cannot make the public hearings, please accept my comments:

Having a train would be nice. However it is absolutely ridiculous to spend millions of dollars for
something in this economy that will NOT accomplish anything. There is no public outcry for a train
here. There are not substantial downtown to downtown commuters to justify taxing everyone in 3
counties. Unemployment is skyrocketing and putting in tracks will Not create enough employment to
justify the cost.

For goodness sakes, the Governor/Legislature spent money on trains in Spain while laying off state
employees because the state is broke. Now you want tax money for a system that in virtually every
other area that operates, operates at a loss....meaning future money spent as well.

The whole concept is based on wants not needs. What we need are elected officials who are concerned
about the people who vote NOW not what the dream is how things may be in 20 years. This economy
will never fully recover unless there are jobs to commute to. The tax money could be far better spent
elsewhere.

Thank you

Scott Duban
Salem, WI.

From: TDS

Sent: Thu 9/10/2009 2:52 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Transportation to Racine

Good Day

I would like to express my idea about public transportation. | would like to see a monorail run in the
center of Interstate 94. By having a raised monorail the problem of auto/ train crashes would be next to
eliminated. As the population warrants spurs from the monorail to the Cities like Racine, Kenosha,
Milwaukee and all that are near to the Interstate. could connect to the public transportation. This could
continue to Minnesota if the need is there.

In my 71 years of living in or around Racine | have a remberance of commuter trains. We had the North
Shore electric, that ran from Chicago to Milwaukee. This was a good mode of transportation. Some
years back it failed. We had the Inter Urban that ran from Kenosha to Milwaukee. This electric train
would go through parts of the inner city, | used it and it was great. This good thing failed.

Now some one is proposing another train system just like the ones that failed a while back. Get some
new ideas, Think raised Monorail. Make it safe transportation.

Jerome St.Clair

From: Solomon, Harry (GE Healthcare) [Harry.Solomon@med.ge.com]

Sent: Thu 9/10/2009 3:08 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Comment Regarding KRM Study

| am strongly supportive of the Commuter Rail Alternative, selected as the Locally Preferred Alternative
for the KRM Corridor.

However, as a potential user of the service from lllinois, | am concerned that the service model of the
proposed operating plan includes no southbound timed meets with Metra for any Milwaukee
departures after 5:20 p.m. This makes the proposed service considerably less attractive for the
extended service area (Secondary Study Area) along the Metra UP North line.

Similarly, for the Wisconsin users who would use the service into Chicago, there are no northbound
timed meets for Chicago departures after 5:35 p.m. In fact, that 5:35 departure from Chicago meets the
last proposed northbound KRM train, making the service useless for return from any evening activity in
Chicago — or even Lyric Opera matinees, which end at 5:45. Many of the public comments recorded in
the Draft EIS specifically indicated a desire to use this service to access evening cultural events in
Chicago.

| strongly urge the Final EIS to consider adding later evening service into the operating plan model, with
effective transfers between KRM and Metra at either Waukegan or Kenosha.

Harry Solomon
96 Blackhawk Rd.
Highland Park IL 60035

Member, CMAP Citizens’ Advisory Committee

From: dan schaumberg

Sent: Fri 9/11/2009 12:43 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Comment Regarding KRM Study

Can | find the impact study that was done using the existing Amtrak lines? What will | have to pay as a
tax payer for the operation of the proposed corridor. | see that 100% is federally funded and state
funded. Will the projected additional income from the operation be enough to make it a profitable
venture? | for one do not wish to fund something that is not making money. | already do that with city,
state, and fed taxes. Where is the private enterprise investments? If investors aren't investing into the
plan then is it a profitable or necessary plan?

From: Bruce Holberg

Sent: Sun 9/13/2009 4:05 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Support Your Efforts

I support your efforts to bring rail service back to the Kenosha/Racine to Milwaukee rail line. It has been
gone far too long. | believe that it well be very successful. | have left the Kenosha area due to a job
change, but you never know when | may return. At least | will have a great way to get to both the
Milwaukee Airport and downtown Milwaukee.

Thanks for keeping me posted and good luck.

Bruce Holberg

From: David Kristopeit

Sent: Mon 9/14/2009 9:06 AM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Comment Regarding KRM Study

Last week | received my email announcing public comment opportunities on the Draft Environmental
Impact Study (DEIS) for the KRM. | clicked on the link to the study only to find it is 699 pages long

and you want comments by October 5.1 am not sure | can even read it by then let alone understand it.
Typical government. Confuse the public with hundreds of pages of techno jargon and then claim they
were informed and allowed to comment. What a bunch of BS! How come it has been more than 2 1/2
years since the last KRM newsletter published in January of 20077 It does not sound like you have been
keeping us informed to me. And | disagree with the third paragraph of the current newsletter where it
says that the KRM was chosen as the preferred alternative "...of elected officials, businesses, and
residents in the KRM corridor." You base this on public hearings held in 2003 where 1280 people
indicated support and only 20 opposed. (see second bullet point at
http://www.sewrpc.org/KRMonline/background.shtm) If you really want to know if people support the
KRM, hold a referendum.

As far as environmental impact, what will be the environmental impact when so many of our limited
resources will be expended on a transportation system that will be used by only 2 - 3 % of the
population when the rest of our infrastructure is crumbling beneath us? Our bridges, rural roads, dams,
and power grid which are used by a much higher percentage of our population could be upgraded or
repaired with the money that will be spent on this project.

We do not need a railroad. We had two of them in the 30's. They both failed. This one will too. Kill the
KRM before it kills us!

Respectfully,
David Kristopeit

5500 Whirlaway Ln
Racine, W1 53402

"When the people fear their government there is tyranny. When the government fears the people there
is liberty."

Thomas Jefferson

Submitted: 9/14/2009 2:32:06 PM

Name: Lorrie Greco

E-mail:

Organization: League of Women Voters and a few dozen others

PO Box/Street: 8432 S. Tuckaway Shores Drive

City: Franklin

State: W

Zip: 53132

Comments: | think KRM is just what we need. We need a commuter line for all those folks who need to
get to work on time. We need it for employers who are considering opening businesses in this area, and
to make a more reasonable carbon footprint and even to reduce the number of people effected by
asthma, etc. WE NEED IT! LET US HAVE IT, PLEASE!

A-11



From: Barbara Stubiaski

Sent: Tue 9/15/2009 12:15 AM

To: KRM Online

Subject: KRM Public Hearing 9/14/09
To whom it may concern,

| attended the hearing on 9/14/09, as a strong believer in the commuter rail system | was sadden to
hear we are still in the data gathering stage and to hear it will be 2016 before we know if it will
happen. With all the money that is and will be spent on analyzing it, we will be the losers at the end.

If only the federal government had take as much time to analyze the impact on handing out all our tax
dollars to bail out the banks. We could have use that money to start building commuter rail
alternatives. Once again our state like so many others will OVER analyze this to DEATH. As much as |
want it to happen | don't see it happening.

"Change is a GOOD thing, we just have to learn how to accept change!"

A Disappointed Citizen

From: Ron Lourigan

Sent: Tue 9/15/2009 10:56 AM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Comment Regarding KRM Study

| am AGAINST another taxpayer subsidized form of public transportation! If there is a need let it be done
through the private sector with someone else’s money! Please note, does not Amtrak with its taxpayer
subsidy already serve Milwaukee, Racine and Chicago?

Thank you,

Ron Lourigan

1087 180" Ave

Union Grove, WI 53182

From: Chris Seid|

Sent: Tue 9/15/2009 1:45 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Comment Regarding KRM Study

Hi,

I am wondering if the rail plan will accommodate higher speed trains. The proposed use of existing rail
tracks with an estimated speed of 58 mph seems to be a limiting factor when considering the potential
for high speed trains that may be coming from Chicago.

I am all for rail since | have used it in New York, Boston, Chicago and all over Europe. | feel we are
heading in the right direction and just need to access the best use now and for the future.

Kind regards,

Christine Seidl

VELOCITIE Integration, Inc.
1620 S. Ashland Ave. Ste 106
Green Bay, WI 54304

(920) 432-1820

To put the world right in order, we must first put the nation in order;
to put the nation in order, we must first put the family in order;
to put the family in order, we must first cultivate our personal life;
we must first set our hearts right. ~ Confucius

From: Mark R Shaffar

Sent: Wed 9/16/2009 2:47 PM
To: KRM Online

Subject: comment

Dear Ken Yunkar,

Philosophically I'm very supportive of the concept of KRM but | am concerned about the noise pollution.
I've previously written to Rep. Paul Ryan and Mayors Keith Bosman and John Antaramian complaining
about the trains blasting their horns while sitting idling as early as about 4 to 5 am. I've heard horns
blowing 30-40 times an hour. That's right, a blast every couple of minutes or a series of blasts. | can't
understand why they do this except perhaps to signal other workers in the vicinity. | can hear the trains
idling so the blast isn't just coming from freight trains just passing the area.

After my complaints a letter was sent by Kenosha, with a cc to me, to the office in Chicago reminding
them that Kenosha is designated as a quiet zone and a fine could be levied. | observed no change
following the letter.

If you want to see for yourself, just have a tape recorder recording the sound from a municipal building
window. Then ask one of the assistants to fast forward through the tapes and count the blasts over
several hours in the early morning. | think you will be surprised.

I live about a mile from the train station and can't believe how the residents next door to the station can
tolerate this pollution.

| will not accept the notion of this noise pollution worsening with KRM. If this doesn't get curbed, | will
be compelled to right a VOP to Kenosha News. | speculate that other residents might give the issue
some attention once raised. | prefer however that you address this issue yourself because | see the
wisdom and benefit of KRM but | won't accept the potential of increased noise pollution.

Mark Shaffar
6334 3rd Ave
Kenosha

Mark Shaffar

Divisional Vice President

New Business Development and Licensing
Global Medical Products

Abbott Laboratories

100 Abbott Park Rd, AP6B, d3MDB
Abbott Park, IL 60064-6112

847 937 5802 (wk)
847 936 1540 (fax)

From: Barry Stuart

Sent: Tue 9/15/2009 2:24 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Can't Show

From what I've seen, any connection between the KRM rail line and the Lake Express high-speed ferry
has been omitted. | was hoping to see a shuttle bus from the Milwaukee South Side Station to the Lake
Express terminal. This would generate ridership for both the KRM and the Lake Express.

From: Tedi & Russ

Sent: Wed 9/16/2009 8:11 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Support for KRM

We are residents in the Town of Yorkville and support the proposed KRM line. We were unable to
attend the public input sessions but would like our support noted for the cause. We strongly believe in
the need to develop the commuter rail between Milwaukee and Chicago. This is imperative for our
future economic development in the southeast region of Wisconsin. Shying away from creating the
funding is not an answer - even if it means paying more property tax. We will be remiss if we don't take
advantage of this timely opportunity to develop our infrastructure to contribute toward long-term
economic development.

Even as Town of Yorkville residents we can see the benefits and value a commuter rail will bring to our
local economy. This is about investing in our future for the entire area — including western Racine
County. We strongly urge support for KRM!

Russell Skewes & Tedi Winnett
Town of Yorkville residents

Submitted: 9/15/2009 8:25:30 PM

Name: Patricia Hanson

E-mail:

PO Box/Street: 3030 Chatham St

City: Racine

State: WI

Zip: 53402

Comments: The fact that lawmakers are even cosidering this proposal is alarming and even more
troubling is the money already wasted on the planning. Racine is facing a time of financial crisis, and
new forms of transportation will do nothing to change that. We currently have an under used rail
system available to residents and our bus system is far more esential and in need of funding far and
above the necessity of this folly. In times of financial hardship, families are forced to take care of their
needs and if there ismoney left over, they satisfy their wants. This rail system is a want, not a need, and
Racine, as well as the Federal government, are not in positions to spend money on such a ridiculous
idea. This rail system will not bring anyone to Racine, it will only help people to live elsewhere, making
the city more barren. Further, Mayor Dickert's proposal to increase our sales tax is unbelievable. Retail
business in Racine is dying more and more every day. Stores in neighboring municiplaities are new and
improved while ours are small and old. Regency Mall is losing tenants monthly and will soon be a ghost
town if not closing all together. The loss of revenue to retailers will drive business out of Racine and
ultimately not generate money, but cost the city money. Further, people in Racine simply cannot afford
another new tax. The numbers he offers and the promises of reduced property taxes are just false hope
to gain support for his and Governor Doyle's folly that is KRM. No relief will be realized and in fact, will
ultimately cost the taxpayers more money when the City cannot pay the bills for this rediculous train
and is forced to support it financially. | cannot state strongly enough that this entire plan is a waste of
money that Kenosha, Milwaukee and Racine residents do not need. End this now before more money is
wasted. Sincerely, Patricia Hanson City of Racine Resident

From: Jason Free

Sent: Thu 9/17/2009 6:11 AM

To: KRM Online

Subject: KRM comment

Good morning. My name is Jason Free. I'm a local 911 dispatcher and full-time student at Carthage
College. I'm writing to commit my full support to the KRM rail. Kenosha County and City have had
plenty of poor investments that haven't been in their long-term interest, let alone the State of
Wisconsin. With dwindling jobs staying in WI, we have nothing but an Interstate and Highway system to
commute right now. Aside from the various analyses on the housing, job, and education market, I'd like
to personally say that as an example | am going to be attending graduate school. Obviously the only
graduate programs above the typical studies (MBA, etc.) are in Milwaukee, however, the commute
tends to be harsh, especially in the winter. The KRM would open up a whole new connection to jobs
and education for me, and put into consideration a valuable option for people like me who are
considering moving to an area that's more connected and public-transporation friendly.. The area
between Chicago and Milwaukee is the most vital, yet disconnected area for suburban life and
workforce. We need to invest in a long-term future for the state and area, even if that means a bit of
taxmoney to support it. Positives outweigh the negatives and we need the KRM.

Jason Free



From: Brian Peters

Sent: Thu 9/17/2009 8:33 AM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Comment Regarding KRM Study
Hello;

| submitted some comments last night (9/16) regarding the KRM study yesterday, but now realize that |
did not provide enough details. | discussed the need to look at the accessibility of people with mobility
disabilities boarding trains, but | did not clarify that this could have an impact not only on the type of
train selected, but also on the station design. In order to provide a timely process for boarding &
disembarking trains, careful thought should be given to how people in wheelchairs and scooters would
get on & off. With some current trains, such as AMTRAK, this means bulky lift equipment that takes
some time to set up and use. However, in many urban areas, such as those that use subways and ‘L’
trains, access essentially is roll on/off.

Which will be used? How will this impact the design of stations along the way?

Brian Peters

Housing Policy Advocate

Independencefirst

540 S 1st Street

Milwaukee, WI 53204

brianindl@yahoo.com (alternate e-mail)

(866) 909-6917 Toll-Free via Video Relay Service
(414) 937-5912

414-291-7525 FAX

From: John Kelley Magee

Sent: Thu 9/24/2009 7:49 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: | like to change name

I like to know that South Milwaukee should change to Bay View, so people who lived in that area.

From: kitzmankitzz@aol.com

Sent: Thu 9/17/2009 8:35 AM

To: KRM Online

Subject: comments

Hello, I live in Milwaukee close to the proposed KRM station on East Lincoln & East Bay and work in
Kenosha close to the Somers station. | support the development of the KRM Commuter link as | would
use it daily to commute to work.

Timothy Kitzman
2206 S. 11th ST
Milwaukee W1 53215

Submitted: 9/29/2009 12:25:13 PM

Name: Mark Shaffar

E-mail:

Organization:

PO Box/Street: 6334 3rd ave

City: Kenosha

State: Wi

Zip: 53143

Phone:

Comments: | have an issue with noise pollution potential of KRM and have voiced my concern to Ken
Yunker recently in an email to him. No response whatsoever was provided by Mr. Yunker. | previously
(2yrs ago) wrote Paul Ryan and Keith Bosman about the issue. | disagree with the finding on page S17 in
section $.5.10. | find their conclusion as faulty. "In summary, no noise sensitive land use was determined
to exist inside the screening distances set forth in the criteria for either the TSM or Commuter Rail
Alternative, and therefore no further noise analysis was needed." The issue is that the trains blast their
horns while stationary dozens or hundreds of times an hour in the morning to signal others. This is NOT
the warning signal given at crossings for trains in motion. There are many residences in condos who
would be affected by the noise. | live a mile away and can hear it clearly. No action has been taken to
attenuate the noise despite the fact that the area is designated as a "quiet zone". Regards, Mark Shaffar
262 657 8407 6334 3rd ave Kenosha, W1 53143

Submitted: 9/21/2009 11:25:13 PM

Name: Craig Holl

E-mail:

City: New Berlin

State: WI

Comments: The KRM commuter rail needs to happen NOW. It would be a great alternative to [-94
during its reconstruction. The KRM is a great way to spur development in sustainable ways.

From: Kotten, Vern _

Sent: Tue 9/22/2009 1:50 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Krm Commuter rail

| was not able to attend the 9-15-9 hearing. | do not support the proposed commuter rail. | could only
support commuter rail if the entire cost of the operation would come from the passengers who use the
service. The commuter rail system is a costly government program that should not become a part of our
community. Vern Kotten

Submitted: 9/23/2009 11:29:25 AM

Name: Arron Propsom

E-mail:

City: Racine

State: WI

Zip: 53406

Comments: Please don't let this project die, because of people who are not open minded enough to see
the positive of the KRM. People like Robin Voss and Scott Walker are going to try to doom this project
because they don't want it, and they have to pull to make things happen or in their case not happen. WE
NEED THE KRM, please don't let it fail, because if it does I think its safe to say Southeastern Wisconsin
has failed. We need to get funding secured ASAP and get this project moving, | know finding a funding
source is a sticky subject but it needs to be ironed out and get this project off the ground. | realy hope
that Chicago lands the 2016 Olpymics because that will help making the KRM a reality.

From: Connolly, Mary

Sent: Thu 9/24/2009 10:10 AM
To: KRM Online

Subject: Commuter Rail

Hello,

I am emailing you in strong support of the KRM commuter rail. After commuting to both Milwaukee
and Chicago for employment and to visit family members, | realize how viable and necessary alternative
forms of transportation are for those in Southeast Wisconsin and the entire Midwest, not only for the
economic development, but for personal growth and access to all this great region has to offer.

Mary Connolly
4718 3 Mile Road
Racine, WI 53406

Mary Connolly

Racine County Human Services Department

Coordi of Contract itoring and
Evaluation

262-638-6650
262-638-7000 (FAX)
mary.connolly@goracine.org

Submitted: 9/29/2009 7:28:35 PM
Name: Laura Sterling

E-mail:
Organization:

PO Box/Street: 4302 Taft Road

City: Kenosha

State: WI

Zip: 53142

Phone:

Comments: | was unable to attend your public meeting in Kenosha, but | have reviewed the public
materials that you made available on your website. | am adamantly opposed to the KRM project. | would
like to address some of the statements from those materials. Commuter rail may be expected to attract
nearly three times the ridership of bus, annually attracting 1.88 million trips vs. 0.66 million for bus.
“May be expected”? We are supposed to spend astronomical amounts of money based on groundless
guesses? Commuter rail will have 3.5 times more reduction on highway system traffic and traffic
congestion. Again — this is simply conjecture and using inflated ridership numbers. Commuter rail will
provide a far superior alternative mode of travel during IH 94 reconstruction. Interstate 94 construction,
while stretched out over years, will merely be temporary. It is ridiculous to build an enormous transit
system to relieve congestion on a temporary construction project. Commuter rail will have the potential
to result in more efficient higher density land development around its stations and reduce urban sprawl
This is simply wishful thinking rather than fact. Look at the Metra in the greater Chicago area. There are
many stations that have absolutely no development around them. In areas where there is development
like Highland Park and Lake Forest, those are long established towns that the rail passed, not towns that
sprung up around the rail. In general, the commuter rail in the greater Chicago area has done absolutely
nothing to reduce urban sprawl. About 80 to 90 percent of capital and net operating and maintenance
costs may be expected to be funded with Federal and State funds Has anyone taken a look at the
condition of the State of Wisconsin and Federal economies? What happens when the money is no
longer there? Are our local taxes going to have to be raised to fund an economically unsustainable
system? To provide a necessary and desirable alternative to the automobile in a heavily traveled
corridor | object to your definition of “corridor.” Practically speaking, the commuter rail will only be
convenient for a small percentage of the population. To meet the travel needs — access to jobs,
education, and other — of the significant portion of the population (15% of households) without an
automobile 15% of the population without an automobile does not mean that these people do not have
access to transportation that meet their needs. This is also a misleading statistic because it does not take
into account the households that do not have an automobile by choice. To enhance quality of life by
providing choice of travel mode and to permit the reduction in household expenditures on
transportation, permitting greater savings, other expenditures and a higher standard of living This
statement simply flies in the face of human nature. Maybe the KRM would give a very small amount of
people access to employment that they otherwise wouldn’t have. Generally, when people get jobs and
make money, their first major purchases are housing and an automobile. Quite likely these people will
then use their automobile to get to work, not the KRM. What have we really achieved then? My
additional objections are as follows: 1. Disproportionate representation on SERTA. If Kenosha will be
taxed at the same rate as Milwaukee, we should have equal representation 2. In general, the imposition
of SERTA — Milwaukee is the largest county in terms of population and transit use. My tax dollars in
Kenosha should not be used to fund Milwaukee Co. buses. 3. | question the environmental impact, time
and money saved by creating dedicated shuttles between destinations, the airport, Amtrak station. 4.
Inconvenience of “meeting up” with the Metra system — means purchasing more tickets and time in
transferring. 5. In general — we all know that this project is going to fail. There simply isn’t demand from
riders for public transportation between Kenosha, Racine and Milwaukee. The population it serves
simply doesn’t justify the expense. Officials are not taking into account human nature — commuter rail is
in general an inconvenient system. A person has to drive (or find alternate transportation) to the train
station. Be there at a particular time to catch the train and then obtain transportation at their
destination. It is much easier to hop in your car and go directly where you want to go at the time you
want to go. Human beings are going to take the simplest, easiest route possible. And that is not
commuter rail. | would rather we focus on a flexible transportation system like busses that can pick
people up and take them where they want to go and can be changed as population centers grow and
change. The train has no such flexibility. | am hoping that the public officials will have enough sense to
face reality before imposing yet another tax on us. Thank you, Laura W. Sterling 4302 Taft Road
Kenosha, W1 53142
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Submitted: 9/30/2009 8:38:41 AM

Name: Joan Sliker

E-mail:

Organization:

PO Box/Street:

City: Milwaukee

State: WI

Zip: 53207

Phone:

Comments: The Milwaukee metro area is so far behind other areas of the country and the world in
updating our public transportation and taking advantage of our close proximity to Chicago. The
economic and educational impact of making our city more accessible is enormous. | just met someone
from Chicago who was using Mitchell Airport over any choices in Chicago. This is the kind of
interconnection we need.

From: james adamson

Sent: Fri 10/2/2009 10:18 AM
To: KRM Online

Subject: KRM commuter train
To SEWRPC:

The proposed commuter train will not serve me while the current bus is fine. | go to UWM and the bus
takes me there from Kenosha without changing buses. The train would not go to UWM and | would
have to take a city bus from the Milwaukee train terminal to UWM. I'll never do that so | will drive
instead and add another car to I-94. My wife and | always take the bus from Kenosha to the Mitchell
Airport when we travel and the bus drops us off right at the terminal. | don't know how the train would
get us there, but it would probably involve having to take some sort of shuttle bus. The bus driver loads
and unloads our luggage right at the curb. We would probably have to lug our luggage ourselves on and
off the train.

The bus also picks up and drops off passengers all along the route. A typical ride will see passengers
getting on and off at 22nd avenue, St Catherine's Commons, Carthage, and the Blue Bird Motel on 32 as
well as the bus transit station and the train station in Kenosha. In Racine it's 21st & 14th Streets,
Harmony Dr. and 4 mile Rd. The train will not provide this service. The buses are modern and have
overhead lamps for reading at night, which | do.

Claiming that the commuter train will help workers get to Chicago is not really valid since AMTRAK
provides faster service already from Milwaukee with a stop in Sturtevant. Using METRA with the
proposed commuter train would involve changing trains in Kenosha since METRA tracks end in Kenosha
and the commuter train would be on different tracks.

The bus is subsidized | believe, but it is very inexpensive compared to the proposed millions for the
train. Even though a lot of it would be federal and state money, it is still taxpayer money. It is not free!
And the bus would still be needed! The train might be politically correct but like most politically correct
things, it doesn't make sense. Please respond . Thanks,

James Adamson

From: Joyce Tang Boyland

Sent: Fri 10/2/2009 4:26 PM

To: KRM Online

Subject: KRM feedback

| was unable to attend the KRM hearing at the Downtown Transit Center.

Here are my comments:

1) The plans look great!

2) Having talked with several friends who commute between Kenosha and Milwaukee, they all
independently volunteered to me that they would ride it if and only if there are good and frequent local
transit connections on each side. Any missing link is going to severely diminish ridership. We want KRM
to be successful -- so please, make sure the local transit situation in each of the three counties is
healthy.

Joyce Tang Boyland

Submitted: 10/3/2009 6:45:02 PM

Name: John Kelley Magee

E-mail:

Organization: Transit Now & Kenrail

PO Box/Street: 719 Villa Street Apt. #212

City: Racine

State: WI

Zip: 53403

Phone:

Comments: I'm really like to stop at Ravenswood. that is just northern section of Chicago. so people can
get off, and get on the trains. Bayview, that is must change a name from South Side Milwaukee station,
to Bayview. that is just closet to Port of Milwaukee. and people who lived in the Bayview area.

From: Sarah Billings

Sent: Mon 10/5/2009 8:33 AM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Comment Regarding KRM Study

| am writing to encourage the members of the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission to
PLEASE take a step back from the idea of a rail line between Kenosha and Milwaukee and consider the
following:

1. Most importantly, a rail line is completely inflexible. Trains can only run where the rails are.
Americans have put the majority of their effort and money into building a system of
interconnecting roads, and buses are able to use those existing roads. Changing a bus route in
response to customer demand is a simple thing. The same change is expensive and time-
consuming for a rail-based service.

2. The inflexibility of the train is also a problem when it comes to where the stations are located in
relationship to where the jobs might be. Our economy, and the employers that underlie it, is
not static. What if a large employer were to move into the western portion of any of the
counties involved? Those employees would be unable to use the proposed KRM line.

3. Where is the greatest residential population growth in the counties in question? My guess is
that it's west, but you have the ability to know this with certainty. If the growth isn't along the
rail line, does this even make sense?

4. PLEASE take a real survey of the citizens of the proposed service area to find out exactly how
many people would actually use this line. |live in Kenosha and work in Brookfield; my husband
works in Chicago. Because of traffic and parking issues, it makes sense for him to use the
Metra. It makes absolutely no sense for me to even consider using this proposed public
transportation. | can drive to work from home in about 50 minutes. To use the rail line
proposed, it would take me about 15 minutes to drive to the train station in Kenosha. From
there, according to your report, it would take 53 minutes to get to the Milwaukee station. At
that point | would walk about 7 minutes to get on a bus which would take 48 minutes to get me
to the bus stop nearest to my office, according to the MCTS website. That's more than double
my current commute time, assumes | can connect with the bus immediately upon arrival at the
bus stop, and leaves me with little flexibilty as to my commute schedule. This is reality!

5. The state of Wisconsin, local governments and individuals and families simply cannot afford the
massive expenditure required. I'm completely serious when | suggest that buying a clunker and
gasoline gift cards for each of those who might be able to use the proposed rail system would be
cheaper than building the rails and stations and buying the trains. (Lest | be misunderstood, |
am NOT suggesting this is a good idea!)

There are plenty of other reasons not to proceed with this project, but your time and mine are limited.
Please contact me if | can be of any assistance to you.
Thank you.

Sarah Billings

From: Kamenar, Carol

Sent: Mon 10/5/2009 10:38 AM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Support of KRM

My interest is personal and professional.

| feel the KRM will save me money and time over driving to downtown Chicago.

My professional interest is in the fact that as the Physician Recruiter for Wheaton Franciscan — All Saints
— we hire physicians who have spouses and children that need to travel to the metropolitan area of
Chicago. The Amtrak is very expensive. The KRM will be a nice alternative as long as the cost is
comparative to the Metra that runs from Kenosha.

Carol Kamenar

Sr. Recruiter - Physician Recruitment
Wheaton Franciscan Medical Group
3803 Spring Street

Racine, Wisconsin 53405
262.687.6420 Phone

262.687.5362 Fax
Carol.Kamenar@wfhc.org

From: lola

Sent: Sun 10/4/2009 11:21 AM

To: KRM Online

Subject: Comment Regarding KRM Study
Hil

My name is Sue Markko and | live in Kenosha- | use the metra every day to commute to work in
downtown Chicago; | would love to see the KRM line become a reality! | hear so many comments from
my Chicago colleagues about their interest in coming to Kenosha and Milwaukee but for one, the
Kenosha line currently offers very poor schedules and not very many trains; there is also no continuation
into Milaukee...this is heard time and again from people who hear about my home on the lake and feel
it might be a good place to transfer (to live) but the current schedule makes them hesitate- these are
often younger families who need to make the most of their time.

| hope to see more progress made on the KRM line and soon- we need it and it will definitely boost
commerce and housing opportunities for Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee! You have my support!

Sue Markko

Federal Grants Specialist/ Kenosha Resident

From: Tom Arden
Sent: Mon 10/5/2009 3:15 PM

To: KRM Online
Subject: KRM Commuter Rail
Dear Sir/Ms.:

We very much support KRM Commuter Rail to link Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee to Chicago and provide
obvious access for those in lllinois to the a fore mentioned cities in Wisconsin.

KRM Rail makes sense in that an existing right of way already exists with very little in the way of infra
structure improvement needed to implement passenger train service linking the communities along
Lake Michigan in SE Wisconsin and the North Shore communities in Illinois.

KRM Rail will provide access to jobs to thousands for people who currently don't have access to an
automobile and create thousands of jobs within a mile or two of the line. KRM would also offer an
alternative to driving for people who have jobs but no other alternative but to drive to work. This would
greatly improve the economy of SE Wisconsin in the long run.

With the economy of SE Wisconsin and specifically Milwaukee increasingly linked to the economy of the
Chicago area, it make real sense to implement the rail service and social benefit of KRM Rail will provide
as soon as possible. We want to go on record as strong supporters of KRM Rail.

Thank you!
Tom and Altha Arden

805 Milwaukee Avenue
South Milwaukee, W153172



From: John Kelley Magee

Sent: Monday, October 05, 2009 7:41 PM

To: Hiebert, Christopher T. <CHIEBERT@SEWRPC.org>

Subject: KRM's Commuter Trains.

I'm John Kelley Magee, I'm in favor for getting an SERTA services rolling. aw! | would like to ask that is
there be weekends service like 4 or 6 trains to Chicago, from Racine? how about stop at Ravenswood, to
get off, and on. just north of downtown Chicago.

and is there be running later in the evening hours? let see how would be done.

From: Diane Lange

Sent: Mon 10/5/2009 9:07 PM
To: KRM Online

Subject: Support for KRM
Greetings,

I am writing to add my support to the numerous parties that have already weighed in on this issue in
favor of advancing the KRM project. | have been a supporter of this plan since first attending an
informational session at Gateway Technical College many years ago. It makes sense on so many levels
and the information presented to the Racine County Board over the past years has only increased the
support | have.

It is truly one of the most important projects | have seen come before our county in the fourteen years |
have served. Whatever can be done to advance this project will be important steps for ensuring our
economic vitality for generations to come.

Sincerely,

Supervisor Diane M. Lange
District 3, Racine County Board
2908 Ruby Ave.

Racine, WI 53402
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Appendix A-4

WRITTEN COMMENTS SUBMITTED AT PUBLIC HEARINGS
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Add sheets as needed and place in the comment box or give to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional
comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices.

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
‘W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O. Box 1607
‘Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: KRMonline.org
Website: www.KRMonline.org
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comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices.
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My name is:

Caroline A. Grace

4854 Wildlife Drive
Racine, WI 53403

Village: Mt. Pleasant, WI

I am a lifetime supporter of public transit in all
forms. I grew up in a city in the nineteen forties
and fifties. There were seven people in our family.
My Dad could not afford to own a car. All of us
relied on the streetcars to get us to school and to
work. The availability of the Pittsburgh transit
system enabled us to get an education and to become
productive, tax paying members of our communities.

My husband and I moved to Racine County from Michigan
in the spring of 2005. We retired to this area
because we had three adult children living in cities
in the central time zone. One of the major reasons we
settled in Mt. Pleasant was the existence of the
Metra Service between Kenosha and Chicago. I use the
train once a week to travel to Rogers Park to baby
sit my grandchildren.

I can’t think of one negative point of riding the
Metra. At my age I would much rather let someone else
do the driving than jockey for position on Interstate
94. It is especially gratifying to watch the traffic
creeping along on snowy winter days while I am
reading the newspaper. All trains I have ridden have
been on time. I could not duplicate that record if I
had been driving Interstate 94 during rush hour.
Rider ship increased dramatically as the gas prices
increased in the summer of 2008.

I implore the political leaders of Wisconsin to be
people with a VISION for the future! Throughout the

United States, communities are planning and
implementing rail initiatives. In 2008, $30,000,000
was awarded by the Federal Department of

Transportation to fifteen states. The Passenger Rail
Working Group has been studying all facets of the
proposed Intercity Passenger Rail Network. When the
Midwest Regional high speed rail portion becomes a
reality, the KRM proposal would be a relevant
connector to a nine state area from Ohio to Nebraska.
The benefits to employers, workers, tourism,
environment and growth to our region would be
enormous.

My husband and I would gladly pay a 25 cents sales
tax on a hundred dollar purchase to create a
permanent funding source for the Regional Transit
Authority. One quarter will buy you just 15 minutes
of parking a car in downtown Racine! Billions of
federal tax dollars are spent on the highways of the
United States. We don’t begrudge our tax dollars that
pay for the building of roads on which we will never
drive. Everyone benefits when all people have the
transportation to get to schools, jobs, entertainment
and vacations.

I believe in the economic benefit to the region.
Unemployment 1is now at 17% in Racine. Connecting
employees to jobs and job training will help to lower

that rate. Much has been done to revive downtown
Racine in the past ten years. Please keep this
development moving forward by insuring the

realization of the KRM rail project.
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Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
PO. Box 1607
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: KRMonline.org
Website: www.KRMonline.org

#146935 v1 - KRM EIS Public Hearing Comment Form

WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC HEARING

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR
THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT

September 16, 2009
Milwaukee County Downtown Transit Center
909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Add sheets as needed and place in the comment box or give to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional
comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices.

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
‘W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O. Box 1607
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: KRMonline.org
Website: www.KRMonline.org



#146935 v1 - KRM EIS Public Hearing Comment Form

WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC HEARING

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR
THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT

September 16, 2009
Milwaukee County Downtown Transit Center
909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Name: 563"’}' LH\)K&”

Affiliation:

Mailing Address: LHZJ’ J BP\'}J Ao (F
Neo Bt wl s9h

Comment: o . . )
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Add sheets as needed and place in the comment box or give to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional
comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices.

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
PO. Box 1607
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: KRMonline.org
Website: www.KRMonline.org

#146935 v1 - KRM EIS Public Hearing Comment Form

WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC HEARING

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR
THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT

September 16, 2009
Milwaukee County Downtown Transit Center
909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Name: Dan Casanova
T&sw?yum— anll Ciey of

#146935 v1 - KRM EIS Public Hearing Comment Form

WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC HEARING

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR
THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT

September 16, 2009
Milwaukee County Downtown Transit Center

909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Add sheets as needed and place in the comment box or give to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional
comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices.

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O. Box 1607
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: KRMonline.org
Website: www.KRMonline.org
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‘WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC HEARING

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR
THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT

September 16, 2009
Milwaukee County Downtown Transit Center
909 E. Michigan Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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Add sheets as needed and place in the comment box or give to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional
comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices.

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O.Box 1607
‘Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: KRMonline.org
Website: www.KRMonline.org

Add sheets as needed and place in the comment box or give to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional
comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices.

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
‘W239N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O. Box 1607
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: KRMonline.org
Website: www.KRMonline.org
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#146935 v1 - KRM EIS Public Hearing Comment Form

WRITTEN COMMENT
PUBLIC HEARING
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR

THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW & PoLicY CENTER

September 16, 2009 Protecting the Midwest's Environment and Natural Heritage
Milwaukee County Downtown Transit Center www.ELPC.org
909 E. Michigan Street . . .
Milwaukee, Wisconsin Stati t on K ha-R Milwaukee commuter rail
N 4 6 \ Public Hearing on Kenosha-Racine-Mil kee C Rail
Name: \&‘(Q)[‘A\ er Doule Wednesday, September 16, 2009
Affiliation: JZQS\AM t Alison P. Horn

Policy Associate, Environmental Law & Policy Center

Mailing Address: 250 S Clepngnd A€

The Environmental Law & Policy Center of the Midwest, with an office in Madison,
unequivocally endorses the creation and operation of the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee commuter

{ ; line and wel the leadership role a South rn Wisconsin Regional Transit Authority
M wT 54207 offrs,
Comment: KRM commuter rail will increase mobility, decrease global warming pollution, and
/ - o) — provide a h ded boost to the of h n Wi il
o IF \7- Mears - ( ain We Spe ed s u P’l 1 feel e The ies of the Milwaukee and Chicago litan areas are inextricably tied.
%{g W lon Ovlr due. Please ze { Wi done TH na e A Diversifying transportation options by adding a commuter rail link would strengthen the regional
> - J = economy by creating jobs and spurring economic development.
Sense . e KRM commuter rail would be good for the environment, moving people more efficiently between

communities than would highway construction. Trains are a more energy efficient mode of
transportation than cars, and would allow Southeastern Wisconsin to do its part to reduce global
warming pollution and America’s dependence on foreign oil.

e With nearly 1 million jobs within a mile of proposed stations, KRM would provide a reliable,
affordable way for the people of Southeastern Wisconsin to get to work.

e Inaregion with unemployment at 17 percent — well above the national average - KRM could
help revitalize the economy by creating or supporting over 71,000 new jobs and pumping over
$550 million dollars into the economy of Southeastern Wisconsin.

A fi ional and i dent Regional Transit Authority is a necessary and proven
method for going forward with a commuter rail system.

o Inmany cases, political boundaries account for one of the major obstacles to commuter rail
systems.

o Across the US, cities that have developed successful commuter rail systems have done so by
developing independent transit authorities, most commonly functioning as both the transit
funding and operating agency.

e Having an independent, coordinated RTA is the best way to go forward with KRM commuter rail
because presenting a united front across political boundaries will present the strongest case for

Add sheets as needed and place in the comment box or give to a SEWRPC staff member. Additional receiving New Starts funding from the Federal Transit Authority.
comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices.

The time is now to have a strong, independent RTA to provide dedicated funding for

Souﬂmas!em“\]’»’zi;;ﬁisnlge]{sioial Plgﬂgl:g Commission KRM Commuter Rail and other transit programs. Moving forward with these plans
ockwood Drive h . N
PO, Box 1601 would pave the way to a stronger, greener for n Wi
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607 : Avenue, Suite 303 35 East Wacker Drive, Suite 1300 222 South Hamilton Street, Suite 14
Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103 Des Moines, lowa 50309 ! nv Madison. Wisconsin 53703
F-mail: KRMonline.org is loines, lowa 5 0 Chicago, lllinois 60601 Madison, Wisconsin 5370
Website: www.KRMonline.org F hone (515) 244-3113 Phone: (312) 673-6500 Phone: (608) 442-6998
Fax: (515) 224-78! Fax: (312) 795-3730 Fa 8) 204-9736
Email: lowa@ELPC.or Email: Info@ELPC.org Email: Wisconsin@ELPC.org
#146935 v1 - KRM EIS Public Hearing Comment Form
WRITTEN COMMENT Resume
PUBLIC HEARING Edward WlLléommen
2539 N. 72" Street
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR Wauwatosa, Wl 53213

THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT (414) 476-3999
September 16, 2009

Milwaukee County Downtown Transit Center Formal Education

909 E. Michigan Street University of Wi§consin, Modis_on ) ) )
Milwaukee, Wisconsin Bachelor of Science Degree in Metallurgical Engineering
Name: //c'/', fawz-‘ Professional Positions
Edgewood Industries, Inc. President (38 years)
Affiliation: 45 Ermwrny T2 NMiwpocee Railroad Track Contractor Milwaukee, WI
Covered Ladle Heater Manufacturer Butler, Wi

Mailing Address: _ £61_W _Layme AV Companies for whom we did work:
/ﬁ;wwh&e’ i $£322) 127 jobs for All companies in the Allis-Chalmers Complex: West Allis, Wl
Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Corp.
Siemens Power Systems
AC Reorganization Trust
R . AC Equipment Services
Havive A4 Commurel Raic LwéE [XTEAO wweitt frosn GREsEl Whitnall Summit Co.
4400 Packaging, Inc.
Avalon Rail, Inc.

Comment:

" . . E -
Cricsce 10 Grégmme Milwavkce /S 4 cairiors /ACDa  Fot LA et

E@poMic DEVELOpM 64T A0 THE aBuiry TOL T7He Wheie ples o AE 6600 Washington, LLC
A frmra‘v& LOGTIw £t BUsVESSES Wi V[ pE ToAS, Wk ;'n:étic:jecizzbny mijgﬁk:e' Wi
VETTAHTLy Lew? 70 TAXES  Taar  THEC HELP TWe A4 iB€ A Gl jupes ® Ve Ashiand Chemical Co. Milwaukee, WI
Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District Milwaukee, WI
— - . Wehr Steel Company West Milwaukee, WI
Fier 4L wiee ULTI 4Ly CAUSE D EVELor AT Alevro 1T An GRWG (TS Kohl's Corporation Wauwatosa, Wi
Sn Ser of TGS . Hanson Storage Co. Wauwatosa, Wi
Roundy's Inc. Wauwatosa, Wi
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Industries Oak Creek, WI
i e 4 ticirens e s, whin st ecisse e K9S o St pover Co loesdeFovrpnt S
Wite tewr o ssomaerst Wisconsin faive roemuer géawd As v pmescavé Wisconsin Power and Light Co. Janesville, Wi
. . . — o > and Columbia Generating Plant Portage, Wi
Sren Ao e”””"’w v BRwesses 4D T PIs. =TS Absgbe aiTH et Alpine Plywood Co. ° Buﬂer?WI
Wl JEUGTE D (IAI WG 50MRC— SAES TAXES  ALovb wiin 4 REIOCH: 14 Delta Color Company Milwaukee, WI
Nafecry THAKES |, THiE (S Av—imed LONE TER TAVETAET THAT Cike PAVI0€ G~ Freeman Chemical Co. Saukville, Wi
BASED R Crvpns Foo PEolié v Sournetsi. (esceesin - Tractor Transport, Inc. Milwaukee, Wi
Add sheets as eeded’ and place 1o the comment box ‘or give 10°4 s‘E’WR})c staff member. Additional Carmation Company Jefferson, Wi
comments will be accepted through October 5, 2009, and can be sent to the SEWRPC offices. Maas Bros. Construction Co. Watertown, Wi
Southeastem Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission Charmin Paper Division of Proctor & Gamble Green Bay. Wi
'W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O. Box 1607 Sealy Mattress Company Watertown, Wi
‘Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607 City of Beaver Dam Beaver Dam, WI

Phone: 262-547-6721 Fax: 262-547-1103
E-mail: KRMonline.org
Website: www.KRMonline.org
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Trent Tube Division of Colt Industries
East Troy Railway
Equity Co-Op

Scot Forge Company

Morelli Overseas Export Service
Lowe Inc.

Spicer Axle Division of Dana Corp.
Associated Grocers

Filer and Stowell Co.

Pioneer Iron and Metal Co.
Milligan Corp.

Thiem Corp.

Becker Construction Co.

Central Steel and Wire Co.

Dralle Paper Co, Inc.

Rockton, Rion and Western Rail Road

Metallurgical Engineer

Modern Equipment Co.

International Harvester Co.

John Deere Company

Creole Petroleum Corp. (3¢ largest oil producer in the word)

Engineering Consultant

General Motors Central Foundry
Chevrolet Gray Iron Foundry
Flodar Corp.

Rockton and Rion Ry.

Alabama Pipe Company

American Cast Iron Pipe Co.
Quebec Iron and Titanium Corp.
Griffin Pipe Products
Interlake steel Company
Urick Foundry

Neenah Foundry

Northern Electric Foundry
Evinrude Motors

llingsworth Corp.

Whitnall Summit Co.
Siemens Power Corp.

Other Technical Education
American Foundryman's Society

Ductile Iron Seminars
Foundry Education Course

State Historical Society of Wisconsin

Research and Writing Seminar
Photographs and Oral History Workshop
Conservation of Archival Materials
Producing Historical Publications

Offices Held

Wauwatosa Historical Society, President (4years),
Vice-President (2years), Director (22years)

Milwaukee Road Historical Association, President (2years)

lowa Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society,
President (2years), Vice-President (4years), Director

President of the Theta Tau Engineering Fratemity Alumni

Map Society of Wisconsin, Vice-President (3years)

West Allis Historical Society, Secretary (8years), Director

Local History Award of Merit fo Ed Wilkommen in 1993 from
State Historical Society of Wisconsin

East Troy, WI
East Troy, WI
East Troy, WI

Spring Grove, IL and Clinton, WI

Kenosha, Wi
Kenosha, Wi
Edgerton, Wi
New Berlin, Wi
Milwaukee, Wi
Milwaukee, Wi
Oak Creek, Wi
Milwaukee, WI
Milwaukee, WI
Milwaukee, WI
Duplainville, Wi
Winnsboro, SC

Port Washington, Wi
Milwaukee, Wi
Moline, IL
Venezuela

Defiance, OH
Saginaw, MI
Cleveland, OH
Winnsboro, SC
Anniston, AL

Birmingham, AL
Sorel, Quebec
Florence, NJ
Toledo, OH
Erie, PA
Neenah, Wi
Ishpeming, Ml
Milwaukee, Wi
West Allis, Wi
West Allis, Wl
West Allis, W

Des Plaines, IL
Milwaukee, WI

Delafield, Wi
Kenosha, Wi
Madison, Wi
Madison, Wi

Merit Award to Edward Wilkommen in 1992 from the Milwaukee County Historical

Society

Reuban Gold Thwaites Trophy to the Wauwatosa Historical Society

In 1985 as the best historical society in Wisconsin while

Ed Wilkommen was President

Programs and Lectures Presented

History of the Watertown Plank Road

to Embrook Historical Society

to Hawks Inn Historical Society
Wauwatosa's Founding Fathers

to Wauwatosa Historical Society

to Hart Family Reunion
Streetcars to Wauwatosa

to Wauwatosa Historical Society
Milwaukee Road Electrified Zones

to Milwaukee Road Historical Association
History of the Menomonee River Valley

to Wauwatosa Historical Society
Complete South Shore Line

to Association of Model Railroad Clubs
Urban Plank Roads and Growth of Commerce

to Milwaukee Sesquicentennial Celebration at Marquette University

Plank Roads and Railroads
To West Allis Historical Society

Milwaukee Rail Transit Advocates

P 0. Box 100226
Milwaukee, WI 55210

Milwaulkee Rail Transit Line

With gasoline and diesel fuel prices high, and near gridlock on the freeways and Blue Mound Road,
the time has come to offer an alternative mode of transportation. Such a vehicle is an electric
powered Light Rail Transit Train. They get their propellant from coal fired power plants, not oil
sources.

There is a natural corridor through the Milwaukee area which has important destinations serving
multitudes of citizens. Phase 1 will be entirely within the City of Milwaukee, uses vacant right-a-
ways, city streets, and requires no building removals, thereby making it a relatively Low Cost route
to construct.

Phase 1 will start in the campus of the University of Wisconsin in Milwaukee and proceed westward
in Edgewood Avenue to the former Chicago and Northwestern Railway right-of-way which is at the
same elevation for easy access. Then it will use this existing right-of-way to downtown Milwaukee
with stops at major street i From the i Michigan Street should be used as a
streetcar line (Denver and Minneapolis style) serving all the merchants along the way to 4™ Street ,
then south to the Amtrak station.

Just west of there the transit line will cross over the Canadian Pacific tracks and use the modified
Emmber Lane bridge to Canal Street and run as a streetcar line to the Potawatomi Casino, the
termination point of Phase 1. Transit shops and storage yard just to the west.

Later when the first part proves successful, Phase 2 will extend the line west and south passing Falk Corp., to
join and use the abandoned West Allis Airline (formerly Milwaukee Road). This route crosses over Miller
Way on an existing strong bridge. The first stop serves the very nearby Miller Park Stadium, and Veterans
Administration complex.

The track next climbs past Hawley Road and along the north edge of the former Allis-Chalmers complex
(now Summit Place office park and several industrial companies). This relevance will allow night switching
of railroad freight cars into the West Allis Center industrial trackage.

The route continues westward between State Fair Park and the Pettit National Ice Center. A station near 84"
Street will serve both these popular recreational facilities. Then westward to the south edge of the Milwaukee
County Zoo (local Zoo train ion). The line conti to the county line at Blue Mound
Road, a very accessible termination point of Phase 2. Located here is a very large parking lot

Phase 3 can be added later as a southwest extension. It will leave the above route at about 97" Street and run
along the Wisconsin Electric Power right-of-way (which is adjacent to the Highway 45 Freeway). It will
terminate in Hales Corners at their extensive shopping area.

Milw aukee Rail Transit Line

Phase 1
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Milwaukee Rail Transit Advocates

P 0. Box 100226
HMilwaukee, WI 53210

Our consulting transit engineer, Mr. E. L. Tennyson[Professional Engineer]
of Vienna, Virginia has provided us with relevant Cost Data, Ridership, Car
Needs, Property Values, Travel Times, Connections, and other Engineering
Data.

Mr. Tennyson formerly was a transportation engineer residing in Milwaukee
who had worked with Mayor Frank Zeidler. He has been working in this field
all his adult life. He worked 9 years as the Public Works Planning
Coordinator for Arlington county, Virginia, where he dealt with the Metro-
politan Transit System. He was Deputy Secretary of Transportation for the
State of Pennsylvania where he funded transit and local roads. He was
Deputy Commissioner for Transit Engineering and City Transit Engineer for
Philadelphia for 15 years. He was the Transit Commissioner for Youngstown,
Ohio for 5 years. Also Research Analyst for Pittsburgh Railways for 3 years.
Second Operational Consultant for the highly successful San Diego Trolley.
An officer in the United States Army Transportation Corp.

He has based his Engineering Data on information he obtained through the
years from his vast Transit work, and from records and current Federal
Transportation Technical Data.

ERTTTE SN A

U.W.-MILWAUKEE - BROOKFIELD AIR LINE LIGHT RAIL CHARACTRISTIC

Mies STATIONS Time QFF ON ABQARD PASSENGER-MILES Buses
cotuTy #60
Lo 0.0 Un.Wis. Milwke 000 -- 4950 4,950 1,980.0 21422430

0.4 Oakland Avenue 01.5 100 1,651 6,501 2,600.4 #15
0.8 Hartford Avenue  :03.5 10 991 7,482 2,992.8
1.2 Locust Street ‘052 150 1,307 8.639 3,347.6 #22
1.6 Center Street :06.5 50 712 9,301 4,650.5
2.1 North Avenue 082 200 867 9,968 2,990.4 #21
~ 2.4  McKinley Park :09.7 15 482 10,435 3,130.5
2.7 Walnut Street 1.5 10 409 10,834 11,9174
f«‘ 3.8 Michigan St., E.  :13.5 1,126 130 9,849 1,969.6 10
X 4.0 VanBuren Street 0:15 1,650 4,484 12,683 2,536.6 #30
«\\ 4.2  Milwaukee 0:17 1,950 6.621 17,354 3,470.8 #11
N 4.4 Plankinton 0:19 1,933 4,121 19,542 3,908.4 #15
4.6 Third Street 0:21 1,837 5,069 22,744 6,823.2 #18+19
4.9 Amtrak Station 23.5 1,902 5,076 25,948 20,758.4 #57
57 Casinoat 16th St. 0:26 1,389 2,443 27,002 16,201.2 #14
6.3 Car Shops 275 - - 27,002 8,100.6
7766 27th Street 0:28 1,141 2,043 27,904 19,532.8 #27
7.3 35th Street 0:30 839 1,900 28,965 17,379.0 #35
7.9 Miller Park at 46th 0:32 1,977 385 27,373 24,635.7 #73
- 8.8 Sixtieth Street 0:34 2,187 400 25,586 17,910.2 #64
\\t 9.5 Seventieth St. 1357 2,296 391 23,681 11,840.5 #58
10.0 76th Street :37.2 2,523 370 21,528 10,764.0 #44+76
% 105 Eighty-fourth St.  :39.2 2,876 380 19,032 9,516.0 #84
% 11.0 Ninety-second St. :40.7 2,512 362 16,882 8,441,0 #92
Q\ 11.5 Ninety-ninth Street :42.5 2,130 93 14,845 7,422.5 #78
Zoo 0:44 2,599 63 12,309 7,385.4 #28
116th Street 0:46 2,397 41 9,953 2,985.9 - #16
121st Street :47.5 2,341 27 7,639 3,819.5
BlueMound Road 0:49 1,269 19 6,389 2,555.6 #10
Grove Road :50.5 933 13 5,469 2,187.6
Sunny Slope Road 0:52 1,323 7 4,153 1,661.2
Highland :63.5 1,357 5 2,801 1,960.7
Brookfield Mall 555 2801 _ - W1
TOTALS »45812+45812 x54m1les_ 2473760psgerm|les
x 252 Weekdays = 62,338,752 an’l p’s'g'r- mlles
50% x 55 Saturdays = 6,802,840 *“ “
33 % x 58 Sundays = 4,782,603 * “ “
Full Year = 73,924,195 passenger-miles

Weekday Passengers = 45,812 x $ 2 x 87 5% x 80% x 252 days = $16,162,473 revenue
Saturday Passengers = 22,906 x  “ " x 55 “ 1,763,762 )
Sunday-Holiday ppasgrs = 15,271 x * . “ox 28 . 1,240,005
Incidental and Conces  >n Revenue_$ 287,460
Total Annual Operating 3levenue $ 19,453,700
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VALIDATION OF ELM GROVE AIR LINE LIGHT RAIL ESTIMATES

Average
Milwaukee : Denver Mineapols Piitsbrg Portind Salt Lk Stluis TOTALof6
City Population:
573,358 566,974 372,833 312,819 537,081 178,838 347,181 = 385,958
Suburban population served:
153,107 78,070 114,131 101,677 303,422 187,610 84,267>= 144,863
TOTAL Population served:
726,465 645,044 486,964 414,496 840,503 366,508 431,448 = 530,821
Weekday Passengers:
34,443 36,826 29,860 24,300 116,079 51,538 36,000>= 48,918
Annual Passengers (000):
10,293 10,864 8,958 7,047 34592 15,204 10,800> = 14,578
Annual Riding Habit per passenger:
142 16.8 18.4 17.0 412 415 203 = 275
Annual Passenger-miles (000):
71,535 49,002 52,585 29,585 179,875 86,039 67,716>= 77,467
Annual Riding Habit per Passenger-mile:

98.5 76.0  108.0 714 2140 2348 2729> = 1459
Route Miles of LRT Lines:
12.7 15.8 122 23.7 47.0 18.6 180> = 226

Annual Cost of Operating Service (000):
$20,314.8 $27,898.1 $ 16,664.3 $ 39,492 $ 67,590.4 $ 20,703 $ 24,242.3 $ 32,765

Cost of Service per Passenger-mile: # @

28.4 cnts@ 56.9 cts* 31.7 cents 133.5 cts 37.6 cnts 24.1 cnts 35.8 cents 42.3 cts
Passenger-miles per Car-mile:

44.77 127 34.7 15.9 26.8 27.9 26.5 245
Same System Bus Service Cost per passenger-mile:

89.7 cents 63.6 cnts* 78.4 cnts 91.7 cnts 82.0 cnts 119.7 cts 82.7 cts 86.4 cnts
Increased Bus Service Cost Over Light Rail: ’

+216% +12% +147% -31% +118% +397% +131% +104%

FOOTNOTES:

* = NOTE * = High cost per passenger-mile attributable to very low load factors, too many car-
miles, no lack of passengers. Bus service is relatively low cost because of extensive exurban
intercity operations
# = Costs include subway operation.
@ = San Diego Trolley, Inc. cost 27 cents per passenger-mile but system is larger. Not included.
A = High load factor based on short turning alternate trains and varying headways

during the peak period to maintain steady load factors.
> = Only the initial Saint Louis line included from Airport to East Saint Louis.

SOURCES: FTA Nat'l Transit Data Base + US Census

VALUE OF URBAN LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT OPERATIONS - 2006

Milwaukee : Light Rail Elsewhere : Transit Systems Elsewhere

Annual Passengers 50,685,200 116,709,500 473,715,000
Passenger-miles 156,097,300 689,862,200 2,493,500,000
Average Ride length 3.1 miles 5.9 miles + 90% 5.3 miles +70 %
Population Served 1,308,913 3,203,595 11,628,182
Passenger Riding Habit 38.7 36.4 -6% 40.7 +5%
Pas’ngr-mile Riding Habit 1193 2153 +80 % 2144 +80 %
Operating Cost $120,975,000 $ 254,193,400 $1,384,381,600
Cost per Pas’ngr-mile 77.5 cents 36.8 cnts - 52 % 55.5cts -28 %
Annual Vehicle miles 17,419,300 22,779,700 168,784,200
Annual Vehicle Hours 1,351,800 1,416,300 11,888,300
Average Speed m.p.h. 12.9 16.1 +25% 142 +10%
Pas’ngr-miles / Vehicle-mile 9.0 303 +236% 14.8 +64%

“Elsewhere” includes Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Portland, Salt Lake City, San Diego and Saint
Louis, all of which operate articulated Light Rail vehicles. Denver was excluded as it was in
transition from a small Light rail operation to a larger one and operates considerable exurban
intercity bus service. Los Angeles was excluded because it is so large.

It is obvious that Light Rail service increases patronage and lowers operating cost per
passenger-mile. See percentages noted above. Since Light Rail serves areas also served by
bus, the Light Rail riding habit is not significant by itself, but must be considered as part of the
total riding habit including both bus and rail.

The passenger counts are not always relative as some systems are primarily radial minimiz-
ing the need to transter while others are in a grid pattern, greatly increasing transfers. Federal
regulations require each “boarding” to be counted so fransfer passengers add to the passen-
ger count without adding significant fare revenue or travel mileage. Accordingly, passenger-
miles are more consistent a measure than passengers.

Note the great difficulty in filling buses with passengers, as shown by the “passenger-miles
per vehicle-mile”, also known as the Load Factor, a key measure in airline efficiency.

SOURCES: Fed. Trans. Adm National Transit Data Base and US Census.

Prepared by E.L. Tennyson, P.E.
4-29-2009

Minneapolis Light Rail Cars Suitable in Milwaukee
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ORAL COMMENTS PRESENTED TO COURT REPORTERS AT PUBLIC HEARINGS

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.

PUBLIC COMMENTS IN RE: | |]

0CT -1 2009

SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN REGIONAL |
PLANNING COMMISSION . -
OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETING L e |
ON KRM DEVELOPNENT

PUBLIC COMMENTS taken before KAREN RENEE,
Court Reporter and Notary Public in and for the State of
Wisconsin, at Racine Gateway Technical College. 901
Pershing Drive, Racine, Wisconsin, on September 14, 2008,

commencing at 4:30 p.m. and concluding at 7:00 p.m.

735 North Water Street, Suite M185
Mitwaukee. W1 53202
(A141 224-9533
1B00) 456-9531
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TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

MR. EARL JUMP: I'm not in favor of the
KRH. It is too expensive to build when there is
already five roads going to Chicago, plus the
Amtrak, going to the same place. And how do they
expect to pay for this when Doyle is increasing
taxes on all businesses and driving them out of
the state? A1l of the seniors cannot pay, they
can't buy medical because they are broke.

The rental car proposal, that will fall
flat on their face because all the companies have
to do is buy a couple cars when their salesmen
show up, go get 'em, let 'em use it, don't pay.

It was said at one time it was going to
cost $15 each way to ride the KRM, that comes to
$150 a week, Politicians can twist numbers to
make them seem real good, but most of them are
not. And who is going to be dumb enough to pay
$150 a week for a train ride. There are two
foreign car companies that just came out with
information that they are going to have some
hybrid cars that get 230 miles to the gallon, GM
is going to have one that is just about a hundred
miles to the gallon. MNow, who is going to spend

$150 a week for the KRM when they can get there

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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for a fraction of what the KRM is going to cost
them? Then when they get there, they still need
transportation to get to their business or
shopping or whatever. It's not a geod deal for
naobody .

And Racine businesses, they are backing
this, if they want qualified personnel, why is the
personnel going to Chicago or going to I1lineis?
If these businesses in Racine would pay them. they
would probably stay here. And why don't they hire
the unemployed people that are already here? And
you know, it don't make no sense for nothing.

MR. CURT PRUITT: My name is Curt
Pruitt, Mr. Voss, Southeast Wisconsin needs KRM.
Our children and grandchildren will benefit from a
better 1ifestyle and environment. Our Tocal
businesses will benefit now from area growth and
desirability. You are allowing yourself to be
manipulated by close-minded fear mongers. Mr.
Voss, please represent me and what I want to
happen. Thank you.

MS. DONNA PETERSON: My name is Donna
Peterson, and I'm here to relate to you a true
event that happened to me, One Saturday morning

when I got on the train in Kenosha, I was going to

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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Navy Pier eventually, that is where I was headed
to, Navy Pier, and I found taking the train very
convenient. For $5, I get a ticket for myself,
and when I got to the end of the train station in
Chicago, 1 took a bus for 2. So for 57, I was
able to get from Racine to Navy Pier. I get on
the train, and the train is going down the track
and stops in Waukegan, and a black lady gets on
the train and sits down next to me. I started
talking to her, and it turns out, she was going to
work, and she worked in Lake Forest. She worked
for a rich family, and I said, "Isn't that kind of
far to go? Why don’t you just live in Lake
Forest?" She said she couldn't afford to live in
Lake Forest, and I said, "When you get to Lake
Forest and you get off the train, how do you get
to the house where you're working?™ And she said,
*The missus picks me up in the car and brings me
back.” She said, "I don't own a car.” So she was
using the train to get to work,

She had a large shopping bag. and she
was dressed quite nicely, and I asked, "What's in
the shopping bag?" Very nervy. She said, "Hy
work clothes. These are my traveling clothes.”

That's the end of my story.

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-5533
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But here was a person, and I wondered
after she get off if she would have had that job
in Lake Forest if she's hadn't had that train.

And then I wondered how did she get to the train?
Did she have someone giving her a ride to the
train or take a bus? But that train was very
important to her, and then she would come home on
the train. Her missus would bring her back. and
here I'm going off on a lark and she is going to
work on a Saturday. She liked her job. She said
the family was very nice to work for, and it was a
nice job that she wouldn't otherwise have had.
That's the end of my story.

HS. MICHELLE FREEMAN: Hy name is
Hichelle Freeman, and I am taking an introductory
class of government, municipalities, in our local
area. We were assigned to go to a public hearing,
and I was fortunate enough to get assigned to KRM
and make your public meeting., I find it very
interesting. It is a very creative project, and I
think -- I don't have too many criticisms. I have
positive ones, There are pros and cons. 1
believe it's taking longer than expected. Since I
realize I'm not sure of the dates that it started

back in 2003, but it was discussed in the "80s,

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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the making of it. And now you got this far and
you're doing DEIS for the FTA for looking at the
impact statements of how it would affect the
community and what is the concern for the people
who are already working in the transit system, if
they would lose work because it is a separate
cooperation, But it is a positive undertaking.

The wait and the anticipation and with
the economy the way it is -- of course, you want
everything to look good, but the wait, not knowing
exactly when the project will start or be
completed at this stage, I felt that the
undertaking should have been sooner than this.

But of course, the professionals know what they
are doing. But for the most part, it is well
organized. You want that. Haste makes waste, you
don't want to rush into it.

I'm glad 1 had an opportunity to
experience coming here. I'm not sure if I will
make it to the public hearing because of time
constraints. That's about it. It was very
informative. There is a lot of information,

The cost itself didn’'t seem like a lot
for the benefits that it should bring to the city.

What I didn't notice about was security methods.

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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With such a public open area, high crime rate,
there was not really anything about the security
undertaking. For somecne 1ike me, and a lot of
people, if they had to use that type of
transportation, what would be some of the
techniques used? Cameras, online guards, things
Tike that? What type of aid would you use 1ike
that? Thank you.

H5. HELISSA WARNER: I°m the chair of
the local Sierra Club, group, Southeast Gateway
group, and I am speaking on behalf of Sierra Clubs
in general. We continue our support for efficient
regional transit in general and for KRM commuter
rail in particular. Our reasons are not only the
economic ones that other groups support, but also
we really want to promote a healthier environment
because @ healthier environment makes healthier
people, and clean air and clean water make a
healthier environment. More increase in regional
environment and decrease in automobile transit and
that will also be less carbon dioxide in the air,
and we all know about that. Cleaner air, fewer
particulates, less asthma.

We alsc like the idea of denser growth,

compact growth in a community as opposed to

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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sprawl, and we know that a transit system, in
particular a8 train transit system, promotes that
denser growth.

MS. MANCY GANNON: From the Special
Concerns Committee for Unitarian University Church
as well as a landlord in Racine in the city, to
me, I think it's important to manifest the KRM
1ight rail project because I believe it would be
good for the economy and good for ecoclogy.

And having lived in countries Tike
Taiwan, Taipei and Singapore, which enjoys more
light rail, it's so effective. It makes one not
have to use a car as much, and it's a lot faster
than the usual car trip to a nearby city. So I
really support it.

MS. SPEAKER: I'm a resident of the
Village of Caledonia, and I have been in Racine
County for 30-plus years, and the KRM has been an
issue for so many years, So perhaps I'm rather
naive, but I say, make it happen. It, you know.
provides for more jobs, for modernization, cleaner
air, progress. 1 don't see where there is a
downfall in KRM, and I'm willing to pay for all of
those benefits because, for me, the positive

outweigh any negatives.

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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MS. GLENDA ALEXANDER: Well, as I filled
out on my comments, I lived in the San Francisco
Bay area for many years. 1 used the Bay Area
Rapid Transit system for 12 years to get back and
forth to work in downtown San Francisco. It's
economical, it's fast, and instead of sitting in
traffic and burning up the environment, you are
able to sit on the train. You can read the
newspaper. You can read a novel. You can snocoze.
There are so many things you can do so your time
is not wasted.

I think it makes sense. We need to get
this in this area so that we can be better
connected to the surrounding area. Friendly for
the environment, for property values, And anyaone
I have ever known that Tives in a city with Tight
rail finds that it's utilized far beyond the
initial projections for it. So people who have
never 1ived where they don't have it really don't
know what they are talking about when they speak
against it.

MS. MARY SCHROEDER: My biggest concern
is the length of the train whistle 28 times a day
because it's 14 trips, roundtrips. And in my

area, the train whistle goes right now for a

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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minute-and-a-half or two minutes because all of
the stops are -- the crossovers are right next to
each other. So it's the train whistle. there is
no break, it's constant. That is between South
Street and West Street approximately, in Racine.
I don't want to hear that stinking train whistle.
I was outside yesterday, it was so peaceful, there
was not a sound. I don't want that broken up.
Also, I sleep during the day, I work third shift.
That would be quite bothersome for me. It may
have to force me to move. I'm for the train, not
the whistle.

MS. ANNETTE HARPOLE: I'm for the
Kenosha/Racine/Milwaukee transit system. I think
it will expand options for everyone in the
southeast corridor. I'm also for a regional
transit authority. I live in Racine, and I'm
employed by a Milwaukee employer. Currently, I
take the Coach bus, and scmetimes I drive. The
coach bus has limited hours during the week, so if
I miss either the 4:30 or 5:30 Coach, I have to
wait until 9:00 p.m. until I take the bus. So
oftentimes, if I have something to do after work,
I will drive to Milwaukee.

I do think it would be nice to have KRM

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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because a lot of things are going on in Chicage
either on the weekends or for people who happen to
be employed in the Greater Chicago area. It will
facilitate their transportation needs also going
south. So I'm excited that KRM will go to
Waukegan where they have dependable commuter rail
service, Right now, Kenosha has limited train
service during certain times of the day,
especially after work hours. So if you do want to
do anything in Chicage in the evenings, it's much
better to travel from the Waukegan station than
Kenosha. And it's a lot less expensive than
Amtrak. Amtrak is comfortable, but it's around
$40 roundtrip each time to catch it in Sturtevant
or Milwaukee. So to get a $5 weekend pass on the
metro rail, that's wonderful,

S0 again, I am for the KRM and the
Regional Transit Authority. I think we should
have expanded bus service from county line to
county line. So there should be a bus -- I should
be able to take the Racine to the Milwaukee
County, Racine Jine and the Milwaukee bus should
meet at the Racine line. 5o if people want to
take public transportation such as a county bus,

they can. Same thing, we should be able to take a

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-8533
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Racine County bus to the Kenosha line and Kencsha
bus through Kencsha.

Right now, there is no bus service from
Racine to UW-Parkside and Carthage College, which
I think is a disservice for Racine residents who
would Tike to go to a four-year college,
Currently, apparently there is funding to provide
bus services for Racine residents to UW-Parkside.
UW-Parkside was designed to recruit students from
this general area. They used to have bus service
to UW-Parkside, and due to budgetary cuts, it was
cut. So I think if we are promoting higher
education for peocple in the scutheastern corridor,
they need to restore service from Racine to
UW-Parkside and Carthage College. Thank You.

MS. NANCY HOLMLUND: Well, I believe
that we really need the Regional Transit Authority
to make the bus service more equitable for people
throughout Southeastern Wisconsin and throughout
Racine County. I also believe that KRM is going
to bring jobs to this area and sustainability.
Another thing that I have been listening te is the
fact that one of the frustrations they have naming
Chicago as the Olympic headquarters is there is

not enough transit, and they're talking to venues

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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Tike us outside of Chicago.

S0 for all those reasons, I think we
need to do this. 1 have been a part of
organizations that worked with David Rusk, who
believes in regional planning, and Myron Orfield,
and there are parts of the country that are doing
much better than others because they are planning
regionally. And one of the things -- we are one
of the only regions in the country that doesn't
have a designated funding source for our
transportation system, and it just seems that to
get into the 21st Century, Southeastern Wisconsin
has got to have this,

And I salute the Bovernor for knowing
the importance of regional planning, and I hope we
can educate the people of the area and even of the
state to realize that with regional planing we can
save money and make everything more efficient.
Thank you.

MR. F.H. BREMER, III: I think the
overall lack of public transportation options in
Racine is inhibiting economic development and job
growth in the community here. KRM would be an
incentive for companies and employers in general

to locate here because it would provide access to

EROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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all of the tens of thousands of prospective
employers who live along that rail corridor.

I know for SC Johnson, which is a major
employer in the community, KRM would help our
company attract and retain employees. We know
from experience, our employees are looking for
transportation alternatives, either for themselves
or for their spouses who may work in another
community.

SC Johnson -- and 111 add that
currently, we have employees who commute from
Chicago and from Milwaukee, and the company is
happy to subsidize their commutation using both
the existing Chicago-to-Kenosha rail service and
shuttle vans. These employees would very much
benefit from having commuter rail service and
they're very much in favor of this project. And I
don't think SC Johnson is alene as an employer
that would benefit from expanded transportation
options.

MR. GLEN HALBE: My name is Glen Halbe,
1736 Park Avenue in Racine. 1 have long been an
advocate of public transportation. Basically it's
for a sound economy giving mobility to workers to

find jobs and also bringing workers into our

BROWN & JONES REPORTING. INC.
414-224-9533
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community to fill necessary positions.

My wife used the Metra for 13 or 14
years while we were 1iving in Racine, before she
retired, and drove down to Kenosha. And Kenosha's
station was very well used, and the train was well
on its way to being filled before it got te
Waukegan. So there is a need, and I believe it
will enliven the community of Racine.

1 work at Miller Park. I can foresee
the possibility of taking the train to Miller Park
during the summer. We certainly would not be
driving back and forth to Milwaukee other than
using the train as we now do to go to Chicago. We
would go to Hilwaukee to see the sights there. I
believe it's a sound investment and will pay a
good deal in return to us.

HS, HARYANN GRUBBER: 1 would like to go
on record for an increased linking transit system,
I commuted to downtown Milwaukee from the south
side of Racine for over 12 years, most of the time
to downtown Milwaukee. I was unwilling to drive
the freeway, I don't 1ike trucks and fast drivers,
that extended the length of the drive, which
extended my day considerably. I did not often

take the Wisconsin Coach because of the restricted

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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schedule. I couldn't always control when I would
leave work.

So if the system includes an expanded
schedule where you don't have, say, two possible
times to get home at the end of the day, if indeed
there would be shuttles from the downtown delivery
point to a business district, I would be all for
this and certainly willing and aware that they
will ipcrease taxes. Thank you.

MR. RYAN GLEASON: Ryan Gleasen with
Community for Change. I support the KRM project.
Having been a lifelong resident of Racine and
seeing the unemployment rate where it is, this
project, while it doesn't solve every one of
Racine's problems, it's a key piece in changing
the momentum of the economy. It's a guestion of
vision. What do we see Racine becoming in the
future? Are we going to go down the same path, or
are we going to spend a 1ittle money and make some
investment to try to connect with the surrounding
areas and try to grow this economy out? KRM alone
will not do that. There are many things that have
to come together in order for this to make an
impact, but we can't get there if we don't start.

And T also support and hope that our

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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Jegislators can fund this via sales tax. It's the
most equitable way to pull in revenue from outside
of Racine; any visitors that are coming in, wheel
taxes, alternate sources of funding are too
dependent on the citizens Tiving within the city
limits. And it forfeits any revenue that comes in
from tourism, and I believe the sales tax is very
minimal even in tough economic times. I know
several of my family members are in difficult
times. I would not support a sales tax increase
if I did not feel it was supporting a project that
would have a measurable impact in Racine.

MR. JOHN DICKERT: Mayor John Dickert
for the City of Racine. [ strongly support Metra.
It will help us to grow and extend our
infrastructure, which will allow us to provide
more opportunities for jobs and be able to attract
additional development and provide opportunities
for people that are locking for work in the
region, I believe that the Metra line also allows
us a stronger infrastructure for the entire
southeastern and metro northern Chicago area for
job growth and development. It helps to
accentuate our already growing tourism population

that we are building in the Racine area and will
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allow us to provide for a greater opportunity for
our citizens for job education and development.

While we still have work to do on the
funding mechanisms, we hope that it will be fair
for the entire region and look forward to working
through the opportunity to develop a fair and
equitable financing solution.

MR. STEVEN PRAUDA: I just hope it goes
through. 1 just hope it deesn't fall through,
this train service. [ see Amtrak is about 520 one
way. It's getting expensive. Tell me how much
you would think a ticket would cost for the KRH?
You see, Amtrak is about $40 roundtrip. That's a
lot of money. That's all I can say right now.
You know, like there is Minneapolis, it has a big
system, and I hear Denver has a big one, and I
hear San Francisco, and, you know, that's the best
I can say right now.

HMR. RON THOMAS: 1'm representing the
Racine County AFL/CID, and I think one of the
things that needs to be pointed cut is the fact
that we've got a group of collaboration that we
really haven't seen before. When you have the
Racine area manufacturers and commerce and the

AFL/CIO, and you've got faith-based and corporate

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC,
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Racine all sitting down at the same table saying
this is the right thing to do, I think that is a
significant point that needs to be made because
you don't see these kind of collaborations.

The other thing I want to point out is
that the Workforce Development Center has a
strategic plan that was developed. It's a
ten-year plan, which there is six challenges.
Challenge No. 4 has a workforce transportation
alternative. This is something that has not been
pramoted enough in this environment, and it
definitely needs to be. And again, this is part
of the big plan, it's a ten-year plan on a
workforce development strategy for Racine.

For years, transportation has been a
significant challenge. Many, many years it has
been talked about, and this 1s an opportunity to
address it and engage with the bigger picture,
Southeast Wisconsin Transit Authority. Very much
appreciate the opportunity, and again, organized
labor, corporate Racine, we are all on the same
page.

HS. NICALA AIELLO: I made a short
comment, but I felt I needed to add some more.

I'm a homeowner. I own a home a few blocks from

BEROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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the station in Racine. 1 am looking forward to
KRM coming. I think we really need the commuter
rail and improvement to mass transit. In my
neighborhood, there are a lot of people without
cars and without driver's licenses, myself
included. There are times when I have had to take
the bus to Milwaukee when I did some work there,
and it was not very easy to do. So I think a
train would be 8 big improvement to that.

I grew up in Racine, and when I wanted
to go to college at UWM, 1 tried to do that by
using mass transit and by commuting with car
pooling, and it didn't work out. There were too
many hassles with schedules and traffic and
weather, all kinds of things like that. And I
ended up moving to Milwaukee and finally got a
master’'s degree, and I ended up staying in
Hilwaukee 20 years. I have to wonder how many
other young people that are educated Racine loses
to places with better amenities?

1 think this would be a big improvement
for Racine. 1 also think that it would help in
improving our neighborhood as a place to Tive with
a train station there. It would improve the

housing stock, and I think for the pecple that are

BROWN & JONES REPORTING. INC.
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residents that it would improve their chances of
finding work. So I really think we need this, and
1 also think we need a sales tax to fund it. And
I would look to our state politicians to provide
leadership on this issue.

HR. TOM EEG: I have no negative
comments on this. As I stated there, it's better
transportation for all of these communities that
it would impact, reducing the traffic problems and
such. My background is in traffic engineering in
the city, so I see it as a positive,

MR. AL DANDENEAU: There is a lot of
things, I'm sure that ground has been covered.

But I've noticed a lot of people just do not make
a comment as far as the advantages of KRM commuter
rail, that it will be a potential gold coast on
the Lake Michigan shoreline. This territory tries
to sell our Lake Michigan beauty, but yet we do
not have commuter on it. That is unbelievable.
This is something Tong needed, and this has to be
achieved. Too many people in our territory have
not been educated on what the plus is, what
commuter rail can do for our area, and hopefully,
they can get educated om this and realize that

it's more than what they hear from the naysayers.
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There is so much geod that can come cut of this,
whether an individual rides it or not. If you
don't ride it, it will still be an advantage. And
it's long overdue for this territory. And
commuter rail not existing on that Lake Michigan
shoreline -- it is a must. I could go on because
there are many, many advantages to it. Cost is
not going to put anyone out of their homes as
naysayers would 1ike people to believe. The cost
is so minimal to what commuter rail can do for our
territory between Kenosha and Milwaukee.

And im closing, I'd alse like to remind
people that Chicago dollars are connected to
Kenosha, Racine and Milwaukee. And Chicago, as we
know, has a network that leads in other
directions, not only our way, but we would connect
to those towns.

And I do have one more thing to say. If
the 2016 Olympics come to Chicago, we don't have a
commuter rail on Lake Michigan, it's another
disadvantage. So I hope the naysayers can get
educated as far as what good this is for our
territory. Above and beyond the 2018 Olympics,
the 21st Century is here, and we have to enter it

in this area. Our TAs around the country have had
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much, much success, and here we are with a TA only
formulating, still not finalized. As far as
whether or not we will get a commuter rail, well,
let's get on board. MNow is the time, not later.

Thank you.
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STATE OF WISCONSIN )
]
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE )

I. KAREN RENEE, Notary Public in and for
the State of Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the
statements on the record were recorded by me on
September 14, 2009, and reduced to writing under my
personal direction,

I further certify that I am not a
relative or employee or attorney or counsel of any of
the parties, or a relative or employee of such attorney
or counsel, or financially interested directly or
indirectly in this action.

In witness whereof I have hereunder set
my hand and affixed my seal of office at Hilwaukee,

Wisconsin, this 15th day of September, 2009,

Notary Public
In and for the State of Wisconsin

My Commission Expires: March 11, 2012
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PUBLIC COMMENTS IN RE:
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING ON
SOUTHEAST WISCONSIN REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION'S
KRM STUDY.

Public Comments, taken before KAREN L.

HOMELL, a Registered Professional Reporter and Notary
Public in and for the State of Wisconsin, at Gateway
Technical College, Racine Building, 901 Pershing Drive,
Racine, Wisconsin, on September 14, 2009, commencing at

6:00 p.m. and concluding at 7:11 p.m.
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TRANSCRIPT OF CITIZEN COMMENTS

Alfonso Gardner, 1941 Brougham Lane
Racine, WI 53406, Community Activist

I don't support this project because I don't
see how it's going to benefit people of color, and the
reason why I state that is I live in the City. I have
1ived in the City of Racine all my life, and when this
got formed, they did a transit center up there, and
they did the train station there, and no one of color
earned any dollars off those projects.

I don't believe that we'11 be given an
opportunity to earn any doliars when this thing comes
about, S0 I am strongly against it until they give us
some assurance that they will include everyone in the
development of this project. So far they have not done
that.

Racine has a history of noninclusien when it
comes to constructicn and people of color getting jobs
in the City, so I'm opposed to it uniess they can
convince me and other minorities that we will be given
an opportunity to participate. Right now they can't
guarantee it. They talk about it, but there's no
guarantee,

I would like to meet with the RTA when they

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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get formed so I can voice my opinion about this, so
they can put some language and goals and things to make
sure -- to ensure that people of color is going to be
included when this is built because like I said, you
know, they don't include us when it comes to things
aconomically.

The mayor, who was just here, you know, he is
putting the freeze on development in that area, and I
don’t know why that happened. There was a young
African-American man who proposed a $9 million housing
project for that area, and the mayor and them are
against it.

So right there, it shows me that we are not
included when it comes to economic development. That's
why I'm opposed to this project, and the only way they
can change my mind is if I can sit down with some RTA
members and ensure that we will be included from an

economic standpoint. Thank you.

Linda Meredith, 3012 Four Mile Road
Racine, Wisconsin

I have two concerns. No. 1, we have been
going to all these meetings, and we were told by a
Caledonia board member the reason they didn't have a

referendum to see if anybody wanted this community rail

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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is because they knew it would fail by 77 percent. So
I'm very concerned that they are trying to jam
community rail down our throats when everybody that I
have talked to does not want it. Okay, That is a --
77 percent is a big number. That is what they expected
it would fail by. That is No. 1, so I am concerned
about the cost. et cetera, et cetera, and all those
things.

My next concern is the first we heard about
this was in March of ‘06, and we had just finished
building our home that we planned to retire in in
December ‘05, and they have on the plans to eliminate
our house. We built our house to accommodate
wheelchair accommodations because there is a
possibility I could end up in ane,

We did all this planning to spend the rest of
our lives there, and now they are planning to eliminate
our house. I brought this up at the first meeting, and
at that time they said well, they didn't Tike to use
the eminent domain on people, and I said, "Will you
guarantee me that you won't use eminent domain?” And
they said, "We can't guarantee it.” And I said, "And I
can't guarantee that you won't have a big fat Tawsuit
because you knew about this before you gave us a

building permit,”
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They should have informed us of that, so I've
goet a lot of concerns about this, but those are two big
issues right now. 1 believe people should have a say,
and I don't think they have the right just to go and

destroy our lives 1ike that, so --

Tony Meredith, 3012 Four Mile Road
Racine, Wisconsin

I just want to reiterate what my wife just
said about I'm very disappointed that Caledonia turned
down -- the town board turned down having a referendum,
Why, I don't know. They didn't give the people voice,
you know. When we talked to one of the board members,
he told us that the reason that the rest of the board
members turned down holding a referendum is because a
wvery large percent of the pecple would have voted
against it and it would have been turned down.

The other concern I have is that according to
the plan, our house will be gone, and we have worked
many years to build this house. We relocated from
IMinois back to Racine, to our hometown, and we should
have been advised when we took out the building permit
that there was going to be -- that this was in the

works, and we weren't, so that's it.
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Louis Rugani, 4526 28th Avenue

Kenosha, Wisconsin, 53140-3144

Hy name is Louis Rugani of Kenosha, and I
support the concept of sales tax in order to fund a
regional transportation authority that would remove all
regional transit from property tax roles and place them
onto funding that approaches every item sold in the
counties affected.

I further believe that we should institute a
demonstration line for at least two weeks on the
existing Union Pacific to illustrate to the citizens
and workers along the route the efficacy of rail
transit, especially at a time when Interstate 94 is
under heavy reconstruction, and I would hope that the
KRM 1ine would begin as quickly as possible so we can
no longer be an island among other metropolitan areas

that already benefit from rail transit.

Rita M. Rinelli, 1852 22nd Avenue
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140

Well, in brief, I'm all in favor of
instituting the regional sales tax as far as for
supporting KRH and the RTA, and it is a favorable thing

for this whole regional area that I would assume most

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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people would regard it the same, and that's my input.

Jay Warner, 4444 North Green Bay Road
Racine. Wisconsin 53404

I am Jay Warner, and I'm a voter and a
citizen, a member of the Sierra Club, Southeast Gateway
Group of the John Huir Chapter, M-U-1-R, Chapter, which
is Wisconsin,

That's how they structure it. And I

favor KRM. I favor a Regional Transit Authority to
operate it and build it. My primary frustration is
that I have been asking when for over a decade, and it
is getting very old.

At this stage of the game, all of the
technical questions, comments, complaints, and
criticisms of the environmental impact statement have
been heard, they have been dealt with if people are
willing to l1isten to them, and they have been uniformly
shown to be invalid. The EIS pretty much has
everything nailed together.

The primary criticism that I know of, the one
which most purported to be an analytic analysis, a
reasoned analysis, was a publication by a Tom Rubin,
R-U-B-I-N, called "Kenosha/Racine/Milwaukee Corridor
Transit Service Options, an Investigation and

Analysis,” in which he proposed that consideration be

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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given to express buses, The justification being that
the express bus route he proposed would have a much
lower capital cost.

Unfortunately. he was not willing to add up
the travel times which turn out to be well over twice
the travel times required for a train and much longer
than the travel times required for a bus.

The bus option, which was considered by
SEWRPC, the fundamental problem that Rubin refused to
address, is that Racine is 14 miles from the interstate
on an east/west rpoad, and you have to get out to the
interstate before you can take an express bus, whether
or not there is a roadway available for that bus when
you get there, That's details.

His other criticisms, frankly, do not hold up
under the least bit of evaluation, and I did -- I wrote
a report on that, which probably has not been posted.
It has been submitted to the Victoria Transit Research
Institute. The only difficulties that I see at present
are nontechnical. The benefits from a commuter rail
benefits all of Southeast Wisconsin and are patently
obvious.

When the current mayor was a real estate
agent two years ago, he stood there as a potential

developer/investor and said, "Let me know when you get
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a train,” and drove out of town. Now that he is the
mayor, he reports this in terms of $850,000 in taxes
per year that Racine does not get. There are other
such things.

In the Caledonia area where I live -- near
where 1 1ive -- the presence of a train station will
cement and anchor the development of commercial
activities. There is an area where it can be done, and
once the train is running, it will be a matter of not
too much time before that area sees a lot of people who
like to work where they can get good pay and like to
live where there are away from the city, and Caledonia
has it.

Right now, getting to Caledonia by car
requires well over half an hour from Milwaukee. I know
because I used to commute that route to get to downtown
Hilwaukee., It's more on the order of three-quarters of
an hour, and if you get honest, it is more like ane
hour.

Racine needs the jobs. We hear about that a
Jot. Racine needs the commercial activity which comes
from bringing waged salaries into the area, and if we
have a train, people will be able to work in Waukegan.
The largest private employer whether in the county of

Kenosha is based in Waukegan, I11inois. and they will

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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be able to live in Racine and work in Waukegan and
south -- Northwestern, who knows what else.

So I'm saying that we need KRM. We need it
now. My frustration over this submission can be put
down as, "What is the difference between this report
and the Tast one?" And the answer is the FTA says we
need it. Well, they needed the last one, too, and I'm
sitting here saying that's delay, and Southeast
Wisconsin cannot afford any more delays. We are on a
downhill slope now.

KRM stands the best chance of changing that
though an uphill slope, At one point I evaluated the
amount of air pellution generated in Southeast
Wisconsin attributed to industrial activity and the
amount attributed to automobile traffic, and I was --
and the population -- and I was able to work up that an
automobile driving for 72 miles generates the
equivaient of one job's worth of air pollution on
average. That's 1990 and 2000 data, so it could be
updated, but it's close to 72 miles.

If you have two people in a household, and
they have to drive 35 miles each to get to work and
back, which is less than the distance from here to
Milwaukee, their automobiles for that household are

equal to one job on average.

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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KRM is the only way to reduce that connection.
In Wisconsin it is patently clear now that we
cannot survive if the price of gasoline goes to 55 a
gallon, arguably $4 a gallon because the cost of fuel
oil goes right up with it, and a lot of us stay warm in
the winter with fuel oil. The only way to get out of
that conflict is to reduce our consumption of oil,
KRM is in the

reduce our consumption of gasoline.

right direction by a wide margin.

Jim Hall PE (retired consulting engineer)

462 Debra Drive, Des Plaines, I1linois 60016

Due to historical precedent, I'm concerned
about the effects of cross platform transfer (Kenosha
and Waukegan), between the north end of Metra and the
south end of the proposed new system, (historical
precedent being the death -- the unnecessary death --
of the Chicago Aurora and Elgin electric railroad when
it was denied continued access to Chicago's loop via
the CTA. It was forced to disgorge passengers at
Forest Park for a cross platform transfer, and
nominally all of its patrons quit riding and the
railroad died almost immediately.

Because of that, I would suggest that the new

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533
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railroad, whether it's SEWRPC or whoever is running it,
planning it, operating it, whatever, go to extreme,
extreme lengths to make the transfer as fast,
convenient, easy and as invisible as possible by
minimizing weather discomfort while transferring
platforms, minimizing ticket hassles to get into the
new Wisconsin system.

Example: MNo turnstiles that can create line
backups. Make it as fast and convenient and easy as
possible even to the point of ridiculousness such as
bribing the people to do it., Give them a cup of
coffee. Give them a donut. Give them a newspaper. I
mean, it sound ridiculous, but I'm worried about the
cross platform transfer.

Toward making the tickets very fast and
convenient, 1 suggest something 1ike a transponder like
on the mobile gas station speed pass that only requires
a swipe of the pass within four to six inches of the
thing. That's very, very fast and convenient. That
would shorten your lines, shorten the transfer time and
make it convenient or something else that is
transponder based.

The other thing is I believe that the new
railroad system wants to greatly minimize the number of

union on-train employees such as ticket collectors by

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533

oTiod

o708

o708

(=R T T I I ]

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

w N

&

o W @ = o th

SEWRPC MEETING 14

keeping the ticketing system for cross transfer
passengers, keeping the tickets land based. Keep it on
the platform. Then you get to pay for a machine once.
You don't have to pay for a union employee -- and I'm
prejudiced -- to get overpaid forever, and the new
transit system will therefore save a ton of money.

It's very, very important to minimize the
effect of the Wisconsin winter weather and very hot
weather in the summer on cross platform transfers such
as maybe keeping the transfer extremely, extremely
fast, even if it is very cold or very hot weather or if
for any reason that it cannot be extremely, extremely
fast 1ike under ten seconds, then consider making a
transfer happen inside of a sheltered environment,
air-conditioned in the summer, heated or partially
heated in the winter.

It's just one more way where you are not
going to chase people off because they don't want to
freeze their butt, put their jacket back on, fry in the
summer heat, If you treat them well relative to the
very cold and very hot weather., they'11 have one less
reason to bitch about the transfer. I think that's it.

(Proceedings concluded at 7:11 p.m.)
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STATE OF WISCONSIN )
|
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE )

I, KAREN L. HOWELL, a Registered
Professional Reporter and Notary Public in and for the
State of Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the above
public comments were recorded by me on September 14,
2009, and reduced to writing under my personal
direction.

I further certify that I am not a
relative or employee or attorney or counsel of any of
the parties, or a relative or employee of such attorney
or counsel, or financially interested directly or
indirectly in this action.

In witness whereof I have hereunder set
my hand and affixed my seal of office at Milwaukee,

Wisconsin, this 1Bth day of September, 2009.

Notary Public
In and for the State of Wisconsin

My Commission Expires: June 27, 2011.

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533

A-39



A-40

(=TT T O A~ T

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.

PUBLIC COMMENTS IN RE:

SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN REGIOMAL
PLANNING COMMISSION

OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETING

OM KRM DEVELOPMENT

PUBLIC COMMENTS before KAREN RENEE, Court
Reporter and Motary Public in and for the State of
Wisconsin, at Reuther High School, 913 57th Street,
Kenosha, Wisconsin, on September 15, 2009, commencing at

4:30 p.m. and concluding at 7:03 p.m.

735 North Water Street, Suite M185
Milwaukee.
14141 324-9533
(BOO) 456-8531

SEWRPC PUBLIC MEETING, 09/15/2009 2
INDEX
Citizen Comments: Page

B L BrandUp o oo s monms s mem soan s s es s aae e
Mr. William Becwa : 5
Mr. Norman Siler...
Ms. Jennifer Jackso
Mr. Michael Aletto. = . . .
L 1 T

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533

05:08

08:08

05:06

05:08

05:08

05:06

05:28

05:20

0529

05:20

05:29

0%:29

05:29

05:30

05:30

0830

05:30

0530

05:30

of:n

05:38

0535

05:36

05:36

0%:36

05:36

05:38

08:37

0837

05:37

@ oM e W N

-~

SEWRPC PUBLIC MEETING, 09/15/2009 3

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS.

MR. LEN BRANDRUP: Absolutely essential
for us to move this project forward. I am in
total support of it. My only concern is to make
sure we have a dedicated funding source. Funding
for not only the KRM, but other public transit
systems in the region.

HR. WILLIAM BECWAR: I came from
Kenosha, and I remember when the trains did run to
Hilwaukee. In fact, there were two different
1ines when I was much younger. And there were 38
trains daily on just the one line. They used to
advertise that.

I did a 1ittle looking around, little
bit of calculation, literally, on the back of a
envelope. The freeway that they're rebuilding out
here will be built into a three-lane
configuration, can carry 31,104 people per day,
that's it. These cars that are up on the
elevation boards are 146-passenger cars. That's
213 carloads or 36 trains. Actually, two less
than that old line had. That's one train every 40
minutes, which is certainly doable, And if you
add one car on that train, you carry another 5,000

people. The two billion that they are using to
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repave 194 would not only build the KRM Tine at
224 million, but also run it for 77 years at 22
million a year. That's what I came up with. We
wouldn't have to worry about it again until 2087.
I would say, definitely build it.

MR. NORMAN SILER: I think it's very
important for us to understand that in Kenosha
there are enormous opportunities for the community
to benefit economically and for greener types of
jobs and greener types of commuting with KRM being
a component of that. We need to have a whole new
way of looking at things here as they have in
other regions.

1 spent time in Seattle where they have
sustained their transportation much better than we
have in Southeastern Wisconsin, They have come
close to what Chicago has done for decades,
transit getting to and from the central business
district. That kind of thing once existed in
Southeastern Wisconsin, and we can see what has
happened by relying everything strictly on the
automobile and more lanes. It's becoming too
costly to continue.

That is the essence of my reasoning for

supporting KRM and for supporting the local bus

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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service that contributes to the success of the
transit.

MS. JENNIFER JACKSON: 1I'm a county
board supervisor in District 20 of Kenosha County.
When we had our economic summit in 2007, we were
bleeding jobs and our economic base was depleting
in Kenosha. It, of course, accelerated in 2008.
But at the time of our economic summit, there were
three things that a thriving economic community
needs that we came up with: One was a trained
workforce, and one was quality of 1ife issue, and
the third one was a good mass transit base.

We know we have lots of funding from the
state to fix the roads and the funding of ARRA,
but we are having issues with the operating cost
of mass transit, commuter rail and RTA. 1 have
spoken to my legislators in the Governor's office
on how to fund the operating costs, and everyone
says it's Scott Walker in Hilwaukee. But why
don't we in the state fund mass transit like we
fund the roads? If it takes a sales tax or Tuxury
tax, then I think that’'s what we should do. But I
want to make sure we get our applications into the
Fed by the end of September so we can start

building our commuter rail system, Once we get

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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the KRM up and running, I think the rest of the
county will come onboard with any referendum that
we have to have through the half percent, or
whatever percent they come up with to fund the
operating cost. If that goes into a pool of
funding, that also funds Milwaukee's RTA. I think
then we will then have a problem passing that
because I think Milwaukee's RTA is a big problem,
1 think Kenosha has -- how do I say -- I don't
think Milwaukee County has the right to expect
Kenosha County sales tax to pay for their
transportation. Although it's regional
transportation, if they're going to impose a
referendum on each county, then that money should
stay in the county. If it's a statewide
referendum for all mass transit. then there is no
problem with it going into a state pool. But if
it's done per county, it should stay in that
county. Thank you.

MR. MICHAEL ALETTO: My first gquestion
is, how are all these communities that are
involved with the KRM project going to be able to
agree on one goal to put together without giving
out special side deals? For example, I have five

kids, I can't get five kids to agree on anything.
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How are these politicians, these people that are
trying to make this deal happen, going to make it
work not really considering that it's good for the
whole, but only for their own area?

Is this KRM commuter project going to
take years upon years upon years of valuable time,
when it 1s possible to just get a decision in a
relatively short period of time? For example, the
Kenosha Casino has been going on with decision
making for over 20 years. Why can't the
politicians get together and make a decision? Yes
or no, either end it or move on. If this was the
KRH, it's going to be another deal of waiting on
the sidelines for the politicians to make a
decision.

My personal cpinion, I feel that the
area does need it. Wisconsin has been devastated
from loss of manufacturing jobs. The Midwest has
always been one of the first to come out of a
recession. Last October, everyone fell off the
cliff -- wake-up call. The Midwest won't come out
of the recession as quick because there are no
jobs. Maybe this will bring activity to our area.
Either that, or maybe the state -- off the wall --

should give up its statehood and become a tourist
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area for hunting, taverns, fishing, boating,
snowmobiling, Packers. That's all I have to say.
Wisconsin should move forward,

MR. KEN SPECHT: 1 feel this will be a
beneficial project for the community, Hopefully,
all parties will come together and make this work.
Hopefully, the community will support it and use
it. Hepefully, there will a positive local impact
on business growth, job growth. I am looking
forward to it.

(Proceedings concluded at 7:03 p.m.)
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STATE OF WISCONSIN )
)
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE }

I. KAREN RENEE, Notary Public in and for
the State of Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the
statements on the record were recarded by me on
September 15, 2009, and reduced to writing under my
personal direction,

I further certify that I am not a
relative or employee or attorney or counsel of any of
the parties, or a relative or employee of such attorney
or counsel, or financially interested directly or
indirectly in this action.

In witness whereof I have hereunder set
my hand and affixed my seal of office at Milwaukee,

Wisconsin, this 16th day of September, 2009.

Notary Public
In and for the State of Wisconsin

My Commission Expires: March 11, 2012
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TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

MR. LOU MOLITOR: I strongly support KRM
and all its initiatives. I think in order to
promote the whole corridor, especially with
Kenosha County as the heart of the corrider -- and
by the corridor 1 mean Chicago to Milwaukee 194
corridor -- we need to have transportation
accessible to all citizens. And even though we
have the interstate, not everybody can get out to
the interstate if you don't have a vehicle, and
not everybody can get out to the Amtrak stations
if you don’t have a wehicle. So that's why -- I
think the lake -- along the lakeshore, the KRM
line is incredibly necessary as we grow into the
21st century.

I think it brings opportunity not anly
for Kenosha residents to head up to Milwaukee to
Summerfest and attend their downtown, but also to
have the Hilwaukee residents come down to Kenosha
to visit our lakefront and take part in our
fishery that we have here and see the museums, I
think there's incredible opportunity.

And despite what the opponents may say
about the security problems at train stations, I

think that can be solved with just a little
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oversight of the public. You take a look at
Europe, you take a Jook at Canada, you know, all
their train stations are magnificent buildings.
and we can make ours too if we just want to and we
should. So I strongly support KRM and hopefully
we 1l go forward.

And I would support a funding mechanism,
you know, whether it be a half-percent tax or a
quarter-percent tax or a tax on rental cars,
whatever it may be, but I think we should do it.

MR. RAY FORGIANNI: I endorse the
environmental impact statement, 1t's the right
thing to do. There certainly needs to be
concentration on having as much daily service as
possible in the corridor from Hilwaukee to
Chicage. And I don't kmow 1f I have to say more
than that, just that it needs to get done.

HR. BILL HATELSKI: Unless you can put
return on investment in hard dollars, what do you
get back for bang for your buck? It's a hard
sell. 1'm sure we could study other areas in the
U.5. that have commuter rail and see what kind of
economic development evolved from instituting
commuter rail in those communities, and say -- and

coming up with some type of return on investment

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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factor in dollar terms.

M5. RACHEL TROBAUGH: Basically, I think
this is a no-brainer, that KRM connecting Chicago
through all of the communities to Milwaukee would
be a huge advantage for our populations,
particularly younger people who will be seeking
jobs and who need to have access to other
communities from their own. In the long range, if
you Took 15 to 20 years instead of three to five
years, I think that KRM will pay off in the long
run.

MR. LOUIS RUGANI: I testified
previously, but I think that I sheuld add that I
work at a radio station, WLIP, AM1050 in Kenosha,
where an online poll was taken just over the past
year by the morning talk show host, and of all the
respondents, 90 percent were in favor of the KRM
line proposal.

(Proceedings concluded at 7:03 p.m.)
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STATE OF WISCONSIN )
]
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE )

I, CAROLYN R. KINGSLEY, a Notary Public
in and for the State of Wisconsin, do hereby certify
that the above public hearing statements were recorded
by me on September 15, 2009, and reduced to writing
under my personal direction.

I further certify that I am not a
relative or employee or attorney or counsel of any of
the parties, or a relative or employee of such attorney
or counsel, or financially interested directly or
indirectly in this action.

In witness whereof I have hereunder set
my hand and affixed my seal of office at Milwaukee,

Wisconsin, this 25th day of September, 2009.

‘_ﬁotary Public
In and for the State of Wisconsin

My Commission Expires: October 18, 2009,
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TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS
MR. BRIAN PETERS: My name is Brian
Peters. I'm a housing policy advecate at
IndependenceFirst, a center for independence
serving the Metro Milwaukee area. I am very
interested in the KRM proposal because housing and
transportation are so closely linked. I am
supportive of the KRM proposal because of the
benefits it will bring to people with
disabilities.

Regarding the environmental impact
analysis, one thing that should be taken into
consideration is that for people with physical
disabilities, such as people who use wheelchairs,
it can be difficult to board buses and trains if
not designed properly. For instance, many buses
and trains, such as Amtrak, take more time for
people with wheelchairs to board because of poor
design. By contrast, trains such as those used on
subways, are much easier. People can essentially
rell on and off without any assistance. This
should be taken into the consideration of the KRM
propesal and design, how people would board and
get off. Thank you.

MR. GREGORY FRANCIS BIRD: I live at

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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2230 South Woodward Street, Milwaukee, and I'm
particularly concerned that we make the most out
of this project and maximize the use of these
transportation right-of-ways. Certainly, the
second rail in the doublewide right-of-way is very
important, but there should also be room to add
wind and solar capacity inte this right-of-way to
electrify the propulsion transportation in this
area. There's also the possibility of an
interconnect from offshore wind energy coming into
play there to allow further electrification of
this line.

I think it's also important to include
the possibility of elevated pipe rail, pipe rail
that is used for roller coaster applications. It
requires a series of masts to hold up a truss.

The pipe rail systems have been used for over 50
years. There are more than 500 applications in
the world, and there is a Greek customer
circumstance of this, as seen by tourists, that go
around to ride roller coasters at various
locations around the world.

I think we should also consider a
connector from the freight Tine west of the shore

rail right-of-way to bring the coal up to the Dak

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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Creek power plant, avoiding coal train congestion
on the lakeshore 1ine. That could occur along
Ryan Road, which has a wide right-of-way for
transportation,

1 also think that the numbers for
operation and maintenance for rail versus bus
doesn't seem right. The bus lane must be wider
than a rail lane, The bus lane would regquire
deicing, the deicing chemicals degrade the
construction of the lane. There are tires to
replace on buses. The various fuel systems, and
50 on, seem to be more costly than what would be
required for rail. And especially if you were to
electrify the rail line, the operation should be
Tess.

Also, noticing that it would be
important to plan now for the use of the
right-of-way. We have the example of a
reconstructed rail line from 5St. Francis to Bay
View, which is only a single-rail line, and if
that were to be brought up to double-line standard
at this point, it would be a costly retrofit. And
we need to assume that in the future the
population will justify full use of this

right-of-way.

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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It's also been my observation that coal
is delivered to the Milwaukee valley plant via
ship, and yet, the coal for the Oak Creek Power
Plant is delivered via rail. Those rail trains
have to come through the very congested Chicago
rail network, I know that the rail comes from the
western coal fields, and I think there should be
some consideration for bringing the coal from the
western coal fields to Duluth and then shipping it
via water to Oak Creek, avoiding the Chicage
congestion.

I also think that consideration should
be made for special rail cars that would allow
individuals to take certain size personal
vehicles, such as hybrid cars, smart cars. The
vehicles could be removed or driven off the rail
cars and a person could take their personal
vehicle to their final destination.

Right now, those are -- one other thing,
I think there should be an emergency plan for a
crash beginning for some sort of commuter rail
program along this 1ine. The number of freight
trains that run through there every day does not
seem at the maximum. I have not seen the numbers

regarding the capacity usage of this rail line,

EROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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and slipping in a commuter rail train, these
freight trains would seem to be a very real
problem, whether it be some sort of massive effort
to reduce carben from transportation forces or for
security reasons if fuel were cut off.

I'd 1ike to see a lot more effort here
to produce this, expedite this line.

MR, WILLIAM MOORE: I am the chair of
the Transportation and Development Committee of
the Great Waters Group of the Sierra Club. In
other words, the local Sierra group, and we have
been working for a long time to move forward KRH
rail, and hopefully, this does move the project
forward.

I represent 3,500 people, members, of
the four-county area, and we'll be very happy to
see KRM rail move forward. While I do feel it's
important to have an organization of area-wide
planning, the most important thing is starting KRM
rail.

I thank the SEWRPC for moving this
forward and hope this is the last of the hearing
so we can see it happen.

MR. ROBERT WEILAND: I am against the

KRM. I would like to see more use of Amtrak as a
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stop, see if it works, or Metra link out of
Chicago, and see if that works before you buy an
expensive train system.

Also, you could use hybrid buses, CMC
runs their utility trucks on the tracks with
rubber and metal wheels. Personally, if we could
get these hybrid buses on the tracks, they could
run down to the Chicago area. They could drive on
the tracks and off the tracks.

MR. RICHARD SCHRIENER: 1I've been
attending these hearings for a number of years.
I'm an avid supporter of the project, and I hope
it gets started soon. It would be a great asset
to our community and to our state.

{Proceedings concluded at 7:04 p.m.})
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STATE OF WISCONSIN )
COUNTY OF HILWAUKEE )

I, KAREN RENEE, Notary Public in and for
the State of Wisconsin, do hereby certify that the
above statements on the record were recorded by me on
September 16, 2009, and reduced to writing under my
personal direction.

I further certify that I am not &
relative or employee or attorney or counsel of any of
the parties, or a relative or employee of such attorney
or counsel, or financially interested directly or
indirectly in this action.

In witness whereof I have hereunder set
my hand and affixed my seal of office at Milwaukee,

Wisconsin, this 17th day of September, 2009,

Notary Public
In and for the State of Wisconsin

My Commission Expires: March 11, 2012
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TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

MS. ALISON HORN: I'm with a group
called The Environmental Law and Policy Center,
we're a Midwest regional organization with a
headquarters in Chicago and an office in Madison,
which is where I work. We unequivocally endorse
the creation and operation of the Kenosha - Racine
- Hilwaukee Commuter rail line, and we welcome the
leadership role of the Southeast Wisconsin
Regional Transit Authority.

KRM commuter rail will increase
mobility, decrease global warming pollution and
provide a much needed boost to the economy of
southeastern Wisconsin, The economies of the
Milwaukee and Chicago metropolitan areas are
inextricably tied. Diversifying transportation
options by adding a commuter rail link would
strengthen the regional economy by creating jobs
and by spurring economic development.

KRH commuter rail would also be good for
the environment, moving people more efficiently
between communities than would highway
construction. Trains are a more energy-efficient
mode of transportation than cars and would allow

southeastern Wisconsin to do its part to reduce

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC,
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glebal warming pollution and America’s dependence
on foreign oil.

With nearly one million jobs within a
mile of proposed stations, KRM would provide a
reliable, affordable way for the people of
southeastern Wisconsin to get to work., In a
region with unemployment at 17 percent, well above
the national average, KRM could help revitalize
the economy by creating or supporting over 71,000
new jobs and pumping over $550-million into the
economy of southeastern Wisconsin, according to a
2007 study by the University of Wisconsin,
Milwaukee.

A functional and independent regional
transit authority is a necessary and proven way of
-- or method of going forward with the commuter
rail system, In many cases, political boundaries
account for one of the major obstacles to commuter
rail systems. Across the U.5., cities that have
developed successful commuter rail systems have
done so by developing independent transit
authorities, most commonly funmctioning as both the
transit funding and operating agencies.

Having an independent coordinated RTA is

the best way to go forward with KRHM commuter rail,
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because presenting a united front across political
boundaries will present the strongest case for
receiving New Start funding from the Federal
Transit Authority. The time is now to have a
strong, independent RTA to provide dedicated
funding for KRM commuter rail and other transit
programs., Moving forward with these plans would
pave the way to a stronger, greener aeconomy for
southeastern Wisconsin.

MR. ARTHUR OSELAND: The first, number
one, is the time frame for the session, today's
session. To me, it seems like it should have been
an afternoon and an evening time frame. Because,
again, how do you meet the needs of the people
that would want to voice something if they're a
second-shifter? And there's only evening session
meeting. And then the evening session meetings I
think are starting too early and ending too early.
It should have been between 6:00 and 8:00, so
people can make it after hours from work.

And then the location, I think was
really inconvenient. Instead of, say, 1ike when
Hilwaukee County did the airport study, at least
they had a more convenient place and more

accessible for, say, people to park their cars

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
414-224-9533

without incurring a cost for parking.

And then let's see, if the continuation
of building 1794 south, how many would take rail
service after that road would be completed? Cost
to rehab line switches, station buildings, parking
lots, track crossing upgrades with the rubber
matting, et cetera. Again, it doesn't seem like
there's too much of a cost effectiveness to me to
say what the costs really are, you know, estimated
cost, but then there's always the overruns.

And then to me they need to fix the
current transit problem before you add on to
something else. In other words, the shortfalls
now with the current Milwaukee County Transit
System as well as Kenosha and Racine, the transit
systems that are in the hole, you know, you need
to fix the infrastructure there first before you
want to add or build on without something getting
overwhelming.

And then the referendum for sales tax, I
thought for sure -- my opinion is that it was
supposed to be for typical transit systems, not
for rail, when you voted for that referendum. I
can't remember based on -- the statement, what it

was, based on the voting on the referendum to
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include the word rail systems.

Right now the current infrastructure on
current highways and bridges, there's such a need
for those needs at the present time; I think more
than saying let's work for rail. The other one
is, if Metra or Union Pacific, if they think it's
so viable, then why don't they pay the cost to run
it instead of the taxpayers paying the cost?
Again, too many businesses are relying on
taxpayers to foot the bill for businesses.

So, basically, that's pretty much my
feeling as far as there hasn't been encugh open
meetings, because it would be interesting to wait
to see how many people attend this session,
because when County Supervisor Jursik mentioned
about the Hoan Bridge project, there was such an
overwhelming amount of people coming out. And,
you know the way I found out about the KRM thing
is by going on her website and finding out about
the certain meetings or sessions. And I don't
know for sure where else it was publicly
publicized as far as an ad in the paper or even
in, say, WTMJ TV stations, say, make their little
blurb saying, "Here, there's a special public

meeting for the KRM." And a lot of times I think

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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a lot of people don't understand the whole KRM
issue. They see those abbreviations instead of
just saying rail service, public transportation.
So that's about it, what I can make as far as my
viewpoints.

HALE SPEAKER: Kenosha up to Racine --
from Kenosha to Milwaukee, for example, had pretty
good service as far as rode back and forth and
1ike the head of the old -- of the old Northshore
Line er the Chicago Northwestern Line, for
example, why did you have to discontinue service
in the first place for?

It seems like -- how come they always
get -- always have money for, like, freeways, for
example, like rcads and freeways, for example, and
highways, for example, but then can't get it set
for let's say rapid transit, for example. It's
about time something's done about this type of
thing, for example, and fast. You know? Are you
with me? That's what's needed just to improve
transportation and communication between all of
these legs of the city between Milwaukee and
Chicago, such as Racine, Kenosha, Zion, Waukegan,
Great Lakes and down in Evansville, for example.

Otherwise, this seems like it's impossible to go

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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from -- it's impossible to run between, let's say,
Racine. Chicago, for example, or maybe from Great
Lakes to Milwaukee, for example. Kenosha seems to
be at the dividing 1ine of commuter services, for
example. It's a northern point for the Chicago
system and 8 southern point for the Milwaukee
system, for example. Why can't we have service
run back and forth, you know?

And furthermore, the Amtrak lines, for
example, why can't we have -- how come there's not
a stop at Kenosha at Highway 50 and Milwaukee Road
for passengers going to Kenosha, for example?
That's alse needed, for example. I'm a former
Kenosha resident, for example, it's very difficult
-- it's very slow commuting back and forth on that
Wisconsin Coach Lines, for example.

For what you spend on studies, more
studies and more studies, they have to study
everything to death, for example, why isn't
something done, for example? For the money, they
could have had a service run between -- another
line between Milwaukee and Chicago, for example,
on the Northwestern Line; that's what's really
needed, for example.

I'm just sick and tired of delays. We

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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have been talking about this for the last 20 years
or more. Heck, we've even been talking about it
ever since "63 when the Northshore Line went out
of business, for example. Why could we -- why did
the government -- why did the -- why didn"t they
get together and get 1t started, some type of
interstate transit. I11inois and Wisconsin transit
to continue the old Northshore, for example? The
Northwestern Line, for example, heck, they could
have -- in those days it seems 1ike the CTA could
have just bought out the old Northshore Line,
since they all ride on the Chicago Els anyway --
or what they got down there, the Metra Line --
they could have just bought the service for the
Chicago Northwestern Line in 1970 when they
couldn't run the service out, that's why the
Amtrak came in, for example.

Ironically, the Amtrak service was
supposed to be preserve -- supposed to keep
passenger service in the United States running,
for example. The trouble is, ironically, the
service between Milwaukee and Chicago just went
downhill, for example, because they decided to
take the Milwaukee Road way and the Northwestern

Line, for exampie, I think they should have took
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11

the Morthwestern Line in the first place, because
most of the population is along the lakeshore,
Tike in Racine and Kenosha and Kenosha and Zion,
Waukegan, Great Lakes and down in Chicagoe, for
example, that's where the population is. A few
miles out, about five miles out it's only -- it's
empty countryside for the most part. And it still
does for the most part, you know? That's about
a1l 1 can think of for now, though,

I've been following this for the last 20
years or more and it seems like nothing's getting
done. How come this isn't done? A1l they want to
do is just build more freeways, some type of --
it's just a mismatch of various bus service
between Milwaukee and various suburbs, for
example. And most of them -- most of them don't
run on weekends, for example. If I supposedly had
a job -- I had to go to someplace, like I had to
go to Waukesha or someplace, you can't get there
because the buses don't run, for example. The
jobs keep expanding out and out, for example.
Suppose I had a job offer in, let's say, in Oak
Creek or maybe Brown Deer, I live out east
downtown, how do I get there, for example? You

can't get there because you don't have a car. It
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cost money to buy cars, for example. That cost a
lot of money to buy cars, not just the price but
the various other costs such as gas, license,
insurance, that's a -- difficulty parking, you
can't park on the east side most of the time, you
know? It's very difficult, you know? It's very
difficult.

Something needs to be done about this
type of situation. At least have a better -- at
least ought to have a better cption, let's say, or
a better choice of public transportation, for
example, you know? That's about all I can think
of for now.

It just bugs me because in many cases
you can't get there from here, for example. The
city keeps extending out, the population keeps
extending ocut and out and out. The trouble is the
public transportation doesn’t follow, for example.
That's my -- that's my remarks on the subject, for
example, You can't get there -- you can't get
there from here.

I question the prierity. Furthermore. I
question the priorities that the government spends
on things. The type of priorities they spend on

things, which I think are irrelevant, 1ike a bunch
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of wars and that space agency, for example. I
guestion why do we need these? 1 think these
foreign veterans and the space thing are just
Tuxuries we can't really afford. That's just my
opinion of the subject.

HR. DONALD NASGOWITZ: The questions I
have or comments would be, how transparent the new
organization is going to be. The new Southeastern
Regional Transit Authority, whatever, and whether
or not the people that are appointed will be --
the informatioen will be available to general
citizens, basically, their qualifications to be on
this and how their voting record is on this
authority. In other words, how transparent is the
whole organization going to be so that the average
citizen can see what they're doing actually.

MR. RICHARD SPANGLER: My only
suggestion is you're geing to need more stations
on the south side. Right now it's proposed Layton
and Lincoln, that's way too much space between
stations. That's the 4700 block versus the 2300
block, way too much space. Haybe I would suggest
Howard and Oklahoma.

MR. ROBERT McLEOD: I certainly believe

that this project should go forward and as soon as
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possible, and for the following reasons: We have
really, really studied this project, this commuter
line between here and Kenosha to death. And I
think that when all is said and done, it's going
to be such a benefit economically -- because that
was my specialty in college -- to the populus, the
people that are affected in the area and people
that are passing through as transit riders, that
it's almest a no-brainer. You can talk your head
off about these things, and sometimes it goes in
one ear and out the other, but for what we're
spending on this project, it would be so
beneficial in so many ways on so many levels that
we have to do it

I mean, 1t°'s just incumbent on us to use
our heads and say this is something that has to be
done. In this part of southeastern Wisconsin we
haven't really done anything in this direction of
Jate that would make sense for ourselves and our
future generations, because they're the ones that
are really going to benefit from this. What we're
doing here is spending not a great amount of money
to provide a great future, ongoing infrastructure
that everybody will benefit from.

I hope this does come to pass and I hope
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it happens soon. In fact, I was a great believer,
because I've been following this thing for almost
two decades back now, thinking that it would be
done and operable by the time we started doing our
194 south of Milwaukee construction project.

Well, here that project has now started at the
tune of, what is it, $2 billion or so, somewhere
in that neighborhood, 1.9 to 2.3 are numbers I've
heard, and we still haven't got this thing up and
running.

And the thing 1s, it would be so
efficacious from the standpoint of good
transportation, because it's going to connect with
Metra in Kenosha. And I'm seeing in the larger
picture that eventually we'll have a commuter line
that will run really to downtown Chicago and
downtown Hilwaukee and all of us will benefit. So
I don’t want to ramble on here, but I want to
state the case that I hope the people that are
Tooking at this will see the large and larger
picture of what this kind of transportation
project will provide.

One more thing, and I do hope that the
politics will not get in the way of this project.

Because, again, it's incumbent on all people who

BROWN & JONES REPORTING, INC.
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are in authority in something 1ike this to be able
to recognize its value and to move forward on it.
I think the Governor here in Wisconsin was correct
in vetoing the single RTA on the county level that
he did so that the larger picture can be
presented, which is a Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Transportation Authority that affects
everybody in these counties of Racine, Kenosha and
Milwaukee, of course. I am hoping it happens,
I'11 pray it happens, and with that I'11 leave it
up to those folks who are in charge and hope thay
can have the vision to recognize that we have to
do this. And 1ike I said at the very beginning
here, we have to do it now -- or yesterday.

That's all,

(Proceedings concluded at 7:04 p.m.)
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STATE OF WISCONSIN )
) 8S:
COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE )

I, CAROLYN R. KINGSLEY, a Notary Public
in and for the State of Wisconsin, do hereby certify
that the above public statements were recorded by me on
September 16, 2009, and reduced to writing under my
persanal direction.

I further certify that I am not a
relative or employee or attorney or counsel of any of
the parties, or a relative or employee of such attorney
or counsel, or financially interasted directly or
indirectly in this action.

In witness whereof I have hereunder set
my hand and affixed my seal of office at Milwaukee,

Wiscansin, this 25th day of September, 2008.

Notary Public
In and for the State of Wisconsin

My Commission Expires: October 18, 2008.
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PUBLIC HEARING ATTENDANCE ROSTER

SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT

DATE: September 15, 2009
TIME: 5:00 p.m.
PLACE:  Gymnasium
Reuther High School
913 57th Street
Kenosha, WI 53140
Name (Please Print) Agency/Organization Address / E-mail Address
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Christopher T. HIEDEIT ... ...ttt e et e e e e et e e e e e anneeeaaean Chief Transportation Engineer

Eric D. Lynde

Ajibola Ayanwale

Martinsek and Associates

Kris Martinsek

Roger Kay

AECOM

Kevin Grigg

Randy Fuchs

Transportation Planner/Engineer
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ATTENDANCE RECORD
PUBLIC HEARING
DOWNTOWN TRANSIT CENTER, CITY OF MILWAUKEE, SEPTEMBER 16, 2009

#145899 v1 - KRM - DEIS Public Hearing Sign-In Sheets
PUBLIC HEARING ATTENDANCE ROSTER

SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT

DATE: September 16, 2009
TIME: 5:00 p.m.
PLACE:  Harbor Lights Room

Milwaukee Downtown Transit Center
909 East Michigan Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Address
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PUBLIC HEARING ATTENDANCE ROSTER

SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK PROJECT

DATE: September 16, 2009
TIME: 5:00 p.m.
PLACE:  Harbor Lights Room

Milwaukee Downtown Transit Center

909 East Michigan Street

Milwaukee, WI 53202

Name (Please Print) Agency/Organization Address
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STAFF PRESENT

SEWRPC
NG aTaT= (T O U] 1 = RSO PRRR Executive Director
Christopher T. HIEDEI ... .. e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e Chief Transportation Engineer
P o7 AW = =TSRRI Principal Engineer
S To 101 F= D TU ] 1114 o SRR Senior Planner
L o I IR IR T [ OSSR Transportation Planner/Engineer
StePhen Po AGAMS ... a e Public Involvement and Outreach Manager
L= YT o SRR Regional Planning Educator

Martinsek and Associates

Kris Martinsek
Roger Kay

AECOM
Kevin Grigg
Randy Fuchs

Gary

Foyle

*Did not work the hearing.
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Appendix C-1

PAID NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS

wKRM

THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK

Public Hearings for KRM Draft Environmental Impact Statement

You are invited to attend public hearings on the Draft
Presentation at each: 5:45 p.m Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for proposed

oMo pm. improvements in transit service between the cities of
Monday, September 14, 2009 Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee (KRM), with
Great Lakes Room, Racine Building | connections to existing transit service serving the
Racine Gateway Technical College Chicago area. The preferred alternative transit service
901 Pershing Drive, Racine is commuter rail, with stops in the communities of
Kenosha, Somers, Racine, Caledonia, Oak Creek,
South Milwaukee, Cudahy, and Milwaukee (one
downtown and one south side).

All Public Hearings: 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, September 15, 2009
Gymnasium

Kenosha Reuther High School
913 57th Street, Kenosha The hearings will be in “open house” format, allowing
you to attend at any time from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Court
Wednesday, September 16, 2009 reporters will be available to record oral comments.
Harbor Lights Room Written comments may be submitted at each event, or
Milwaukee Downtown Transit Center [ by U.S. mail, email, or fax through October 5,2009.
909 E. Michigan Street, Milwaukee

Information will be available on alternatives and project
location, costs and benefits, and environmental
impacts. The DEIS, a newsletter, and other information are available at www.KRMonline.org.

Accessibility: All hearing locations are handicapped accessible. Persons with special needs
are asked to contact the SEWRPC office at (262) 547-6721 a minimum of 72 hours before the
hearings so thatappropriate arrangements can be made.

Southeastern Wi in Regional P ing C 1
PO Box 1607, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Telephone: (262) 547-6721 Fax: (262) 547-1103 Email: KRMonline@sewrpc.org

Milwaukee Community Journal
September 1, 2009

The Insider News
September 1, 2009

El Conquistatador
September 4, 2009

Milwaukee Courier/Star
September 5, 2009

Kenosha News
September 7, 2009

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
September 7, 2009

Racine Journal Times
September 7, 2009

THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK
Audiencias Pdblicas de la Declaracidn en el Bosquejo de KRM sobre el Impacto Ambiental

Usted es invitado/a asistir a las audiencias publicas de la
Declaracion en el Bosquejo sobre el Impacto Ambiental
- (Draft Environmental Impact Statement DEIS) para las mejo-
Lunes 14 de septiembre de 2009 | 155 propuestas en el servicio de transito entre las ciudades
Salon en Great Lakes, Edificio del de Kenosha, Racine, y Milwaukee (KRM), con las conex-
Colegio Técnico de Racine Gateway | iones que ya existen en el servicio de transito en el area de
901 Pershing Drive, Racine Chicago. La alternativa preferida de servicio de transito es
: vias de viajeros, con paradas en las comunidades de
Martes 15 de septiembre de 2009 Kenosha, Racine, Caledonia, Oak Creek, South Milwaukee,
Cudahy, y Milwaukee (el centro de la ciudad y el lado Sur).

Las audiencias Publicas: 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Presentacion en cada una: 5:45 p.m.

Gimnasio

Escuela Superior de Reuther
en Kenosha Las audiencias seran en un formato de “casa abierta”, permi-
913 57th Street, Kenosha tiendo que usted asista a cualquier hora entre las 5:00 y las
Miércoles 16 de septiembre de 2009 | 7:00 p.m. Reporteros de la Corte estaran disponibles para
Salén Harbor Lights grabar cualquier de los comentario oral. Comentarios
| Milwaukee Downtown Transit Center escritos pueden ser sometidos en cada evento, o por correo,
909 Este de la Calle Michigan, correo electronico, o fax hasta el 5 de octubre de 2009.

Milwaukee

Informacion estara disponible en locales alternativos y local-
izacion del proyecto, costo y beneficios, e impactos ambientales. El DEIS, boletin, y otra informa-

cién estan disponibles en www.KRMonline.org.

Accesibilidad: Todos los locales de las audiencias son accesibles por personas incapacitadas. A
las personas con necesidades especiales se les pide que se comuniquen con la oficina de SEWR-
PC al (262) 547-6721 un minimo de 72 horas antes de las audiencias para que arreglos apropiados
puedan ser hechos.

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
P.O. Box 1607, Waukesha, Wisconsin 53187-1607
Telephone: (262) 547-6721  Fax: (262) 547-1103 Email: KRMonline @sewrpc.org

El Conquistador
September 4, 2009
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PRESS RELEASE AND LIST OF MEDIA OUTLETS

SOUTHEASTERN ~ WISCONSIN  REGIONAL  PLANNING  COMMISSION

W239 N1812 ROCKWOOD DRIVE « PO BOX 1607 « WAUKESHA, W1 53187-1607-  TELEPHONE (262) 547-6721
FAX (262) 547-1103

Serving the Counties of.  KENOSHA
MILWAUKEE

OZAUKEE
RACINE
WALWORTH
WASHINGTON
WAUKESHA

August 31, 2009
Release No. 09-03

News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

: For more information: Contact
m Kenneth R. Yunker, Executive Director
\ Southeastern Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commission

A PLAN FOR THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER LINK (262) 547-6721 or kyunker@sewrpc org

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR
KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE (KRM) COMMUTER RAIL COMPLETED

A Draft Environmental Impact Statement has been completed for the KRM Commuter Link project, and
is now available for public comment. Public hearings will be held on September 14, 15, and 16 in
Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee, respectively, to allow residents to familiarize themselves with the
KRM study findings and comment on the work performed to date. A newsletter is available which
summarizes the KRM transit alternatives analysis and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The
newsletter includes descriptions of the alternatives considered and the selected locally preferred
alternative, a summary of the costs and benefits of the commuter rail alternative, and the next steps for the
project. The newsletter, a schedule of the public hearings, and more information on the project are
available at www.KRMonline.org.

At the upcoming public hearings, staff will be available in an “open house” format from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. to individually answer questions. A brief presentation will be given at 5:45 p.m. and court reporters
will be available each evening to record comments from individuals. All are invited to attend, learn more
about the project, and provide feedback and comments. Written comments may also be submitted through
October 5, 2009. Contact information to submit a comment or obtain additional information is:

E-mail: KRMonline@sewrpc.org

Phone: (262) 547-6721

Fax: (262) 547-1103

Mail: W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O. Box 1607

Waukesha, WI 53187-1607
C-2 - More -



News Release No. 09-03
August 31, 2009
Page - 2 -

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement has been approved to be released to the public for review by
the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), and filed according to the State and National Environmental
Policy Acts. The document describes the range of commuter rail and bus alternatives considered, the
affected environment, and an analysis of the environmental impacts of each alternative in the Kenosha-
Racine-Milwaukee corridor. The analysis includes the effects on land use, noise, vibration, and air
quality, as well as impacts on natural resources such as ecosystems and water resources.

The KRM transit alternatives analysis and Draft Environmental Impact Statement have been conducted
by an Intergovernmental Partnership consisting of the Counties and Cities of Kenosha, Racine, and
Milwaukee, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, and the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commission. The Regional Planning Commission has acted as the project manager for the
studies at the request of the Intergovernmental Partnership. A Steering Committee consisting of staff of
the Intergovernmental Partnership selected the commuter rail alternative as the preferred alternative in
November 20006, as did the temporary Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Transit Authority created in the
2005-2007 State budget to provide recommendations to the Governor and State Legislature regarding
public transit and commuter rail operations and funding. The Southeastern Regional Transit Authority
created by the Governor and State Legislature in the 2009-2011 State budget has the authority for any
further steps for advancing the KRM commuter rail, including whether to apply to the Federal Transit
Administration for approval to advance the project into preliminary engineering and a potential Federal
discretionary capital grant.

[Note: Attached to this news release is the newsletter which lists the dates and locations of the scheduled
public hearings and provides information on the KRM Commuter Link project.]
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Appendix C-3

KRM COMMUTER LINK PROJECT NEWSLETTER: EDITION 4, SEPTEMBER 2009

YK RM

THE KENOSHA-RACINE-MILWAUKEE COMMUTER

LINK

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT HAS BEEN APPROVED

This newsletter provides a brief overview of the Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact
Statement for the proposed improvement to commuter transportation service in the Kenosha-Racine-
Milwaukee (KRM) corridor. It also serves as notice that the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
has been completed and was approved by the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
(SEWRPC) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) on July 22, 2009. Earlier work is summarized in
the first three issues of the newsletter. The DEIS is now available for public comment and can be viewed at
several locations as listed on page 3. Comments and feedback are welcome at upcoming public hearings
(details on page 4) or via the KRM website at www.KRMonline.org. There is a 45-day formal public
comment period, from August 21 through October 5, 2009, during which comments on the DEIS will be

accepted.

The DEIS has been prepared and filed
according to the State and National
Environmental Policy Acts. The document
describes a full range of alternatives, the
affected environment, and an analysis of
the environmental impacts of each
alternative. The analysis includes the
effects on land use, noise, vibration, and air
quality, as well as the impacts on natural
resources such as ecosystems and water
resources.

The Commuter Rail Alternative (map on
right) was chosen as the Locally Preferred
Alternative after screening an extensive
range of alternatives and detailed analysis
and evaluation of a final set of alternatives.
The Alternatives Analysis used evaluation
measures similar to those used by the FTA
for its New Starts project justification
criteria. These measures considered the
benefits, impacts, and costs of each alter-
native. Commuter Rail was determined to
have significant benefits associated with
mobility, land use, and economic devel-
opment. Commuter Rail was also the
preferred alternative of elected officials,
businesses, and residents in the KRM
corridor.

KRM COMMUTER RAIL ALTERNATIVE

‘@ | Downtown Milwaukee

=

GRAPHIC SCALE
0 1 2 3 4 5 6MILES
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYZED AND EVALUATED

Alternatives Analysis was conducted on the following set of alternatives:

C-6

o Transportation System Management (TSM)
» Expansion and enhancement of existing
bus service, including Wisconsin Coach
Lines and Milwaukee County Transit
System (MCTS) Freeway Flyer Route

48 services, with limited-stop commuter | 'D Y ”6.“.F’."
. . . (]
bus service connecting Milwaukee and 1 B )
. . . . oyl . A’.-
Racine to existing Chicago-Kenosha gy Py

commuter rail service
* Includes expanded hours and frequency =55
of service, traffic Signal prioritizaﬁon’ A bi-level, diesel-multiple-unit car, also known as a DMU or self-propelled
additional park-and-ride lots, and pas- %"
senger information systems at bus stops
® BusRapid Transit (BRT)
¢ Improves upon TSM alternative, including exclusive and/or semi-exclusive rights-of-way, on-line
passenger stations, and vehicles that are more compatible with station platforms to improve
passenger access and reduce boarding and alighting times
* Commuter Rail
» Seetable below for details

DESCRIPTION OF THE LOCALLY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

Service Characteristic KRM Commuter Rail Alternative

Would operate on existing Union Pacific Railroad and Canadian Pacific

Location Railway freight lines

9 stations in Kenosha, Somers, Racine, Caledonia, Oak Creek, South

Station locations Milwaukee, Cudahy, Milwaukee South Side, and Downtown Milwaukee

e Service provided in both directions during all time periods
Level of service e 14 weekday trains in each direction
e Operating speed — up to 59 mph (average speed — 38 mph)

e Connections to local transit systems, including MCTS, Kenosha Area
Transit, and Belle Urban System

Shuttle/local area e Dedicated service between Amtrak station and Milwaukee central

bus service business district

e Dedicated service between General Mitchell International Airport and
Cudahy-St. Francis station

Type of vehicle Diesel-multiple-unit cars (“DMUs” or self-propelled coaches)
e Service provided by meeting existing Metra trains at either Kenosha or
Coordination with Metra Waukegan
commuter rail service e Timed-transfer (6 minutes) provided to Metra trains at Kenosha and
Waukegan
Average travel time 53 minutes (between Milwaukee and Kenosha)

EDITION 4 | SEPTEMBER 2009



COSTS AND BENEFITS OF COMMUTER RAIL

Costs associated with the Commuter Rail Alternative — $207.5 million in capital costs and $10.35 million in
annual operating and maintenance costs (2007 dollars) —are higher than the other alternatives. However, the
detailed analysis of the costs and benefits of each alternative indicates that the benefits of commuter rail
outweigh its higher costs:

For these reasons, the Commuter Rail
Alternative was selected as the Locally Preferred

Faster travel time — much faster than bus (83 to 108 minutes) and comparable to car (54 minutes)
between Milwaukee and Kenosha

Higher level of reliability — unaffected by rush hour automobile and truck traffic; priority at street,
highway, and freight crossings; little impact from the weather

Better comfort and convenience — smoother ride; more visible stations; simple straight route

More ridership — about 7,400 trips and 98,700 passenger-miles on an average weekday (over three
times more than the TSM bus alternative)

Alternative during freeway system reconstruction —unaffected by traffic congestion

Reduced air pollution and energy consumption — reduction in vehicle-generated emissions and
energy consumption due to increased transit use

More efficient development and redevelopment — potential for higher density development and
redevelopment around stations

Accessibility to jobs — over
KRM/Metra corridor

Economic impact — potential for economic growth by more closely linking southeastern Wisconsin
and northeastern Illinois

900,000 jobs accessible within one mile of train stations in the

PLACES TO VIEW THE DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Alternative. A capital financing plan for its

implementation has been proposed in the DEIS.
The majority of the capital costs (about 57%)
would be funded through Federal grants from the
FTA's discretionary New Starts program and the
Federal Highway Administration's Congestion
Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement
Program. The remainder of the capital costs
(about 43%) would be funded by the State
(Southeast Wisconsin Transit Capital Assistance
Program) and the Southeastern Regional Transit
Authority.

Ongoing work may be expected to result in
further refinement of KRM Commuter Rail
project improvements and operations and
attendant cost and benefit estimates. Updated
estimates will be presented within the project's
application to the Federal Transit Administration
to enter into preliminary engineering. These
estimates will continue to be refined through
preliminary engineering and final design, until

e Federal Transit Administration Regional Office (Chicago)

e Wisconsin Department of Transportation Hill Farms State
Office Building — Library (Madison)

e Wisconsin Department of Transportation Southeast
Region Offices — Library (Waukesha)

e Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
Offices (Pewaukee)

e Kenosha County Department of Public Works (Bristol)

e Milwaukee County Department of Public Works
Campus (Milwaukee)

e Racine County Department of Public Works Office
Complex (Ives Grove)

e Kenosha Public Libraries — Simmons Library and
Northside Branch (Kenosha)

o Carthage College - Hedberg Library (Kenosha)

e Racine Public Library (Racine)

e Oak Creek Public Library (Oak Creek)

e South Milwaukee Public Library (South Milwaukee)

e Cudahy Family Library (Cudahy)

e St. Francis Public Library (St. Francis)

e Milwaukee Public Libraries — Central Library, Bay View
and Tippecanoe Branches (Milwaukee)

e City of Milwaukee Legislative Reference Bureau Library -
City Hall (Milwaukee)

Visit www.KRMonline.org for addresses and hours of operation.

the project construction.

EDITION 4 | SEPTEMBER 2009
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PUBLIC HEARINGS

Three public hearings will be conducted in “open house” format.
You are invited to review the exhibits on display and discuss the
proposed project with Southeastern Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commission staff and members of the study team at any
time during the two hour time frame. In addition, court reporters
will be available to record oral comments at any time during the
hearing. Written comments may also be submitted at the meeting.
A short project presentation will be made during each hearing, as
noted below.

If you are unable to attend one of the hearings, you can visit the
KRM website to view the information presented and provide
comments on the project, or request a briefing by project staff.
You can also provide written comments through October 5, 2009,
by email, mail, or fax.

KRM PUBLIC HEARINGS

Monday, September 14, 2009, 5:00-7:00 pm (presentation: 5:45 pm)
Great Lakes Room, Racine Building, Racine Gateway Technical College
901 Pershing Drive, Racine

Tuesday, September 15, 2009, 5:00-7:00 pm (presentation: 5:45 pm)
Reuther High School, Gymnasium, 913 57th Street, Kenosha

Wednesday, September 16, 2009, 5:00-7:00 pm (presentation: 5:45 pm)
Harbor Lights Room, Milwaukee Downtown Transit Center
909 E. Michigan Street, Milwaukee

Persons with special needs are asked to contact the Commission offices at (262)
547-6721 a minimum of 72 hours in advance of the meeting date so that
appropriate arrangements can be made. This may involve site access, mobility,
material review or interpretation, questions or comments, or other needs.

S¥9 'ON LINY3d
aivd
J9V1SOd 'S'N
Il SSeIO 1SI14

NEXT STEPS

* Incorporate public comments on DEIS, complete
Final Environmental Impact Statement

e Apply to the FTA for entry into Preliminary
Engineering and Federal discretionary funding

» Receive Record of Decision from FTA

» Conduct Final Engineering and Design

» Construction

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Website: www.KRMonline.org
E-mail: KRMonline@sewrpc.org
Telephone: (262) 547-6721

Fax: (262) 547-1103

W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
Mail: P.O. Box 1607

Waukesha, WI 53187-1607

Kenneth R. Yunker,
Executive Director
Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commission
(262) 547-6721

Gary K. Korb,

Regional Planning Educator
UW-Extension working with SEWRPC
(262) 547-6721

£091-281€S NISNOOSIM ‘VHSIMNVM
£091 X049 Od
JAAI-EA AOOMMOOY ZL8LN 6ECM
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Appendix C-4
PRESENTATIONS GIVEN AT PUBLIC HEARINGS

7 KRM

Public Hearings
September 14 - Racine
September 15 - Kenosha
September 16 - Milwaukee

Sponsored by an Intergovernmental Partnership of the Cities and Counties of Kenosha, Racine and Milwaukee, the
Wisconsin Department of Transportation and the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission

- KRM Commuter Link
—_— Background

Studies conducted by an Intergovernmental
Partnership created in March 2005 to complete
further study of KRM commuter rail

= County Executives of Kenosha, Milwaukee, and Racine
Counties

= Mayors of the Cities of Kenosha, Milwaukee, and Racine
= Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation
=  Chairman of SEWRPC

KRM Steering Committee, appointed by each
member of Partnership
= Provides overall direction and oversight of the studies




KRM Commuter Link
Background (continued)

e Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Transit Authority

Created in 2005 - 2007 State budget
Three Counties - Kenosha, Milwaukee, and Racine

Purpose was to make recommendations to State
legislature and Governor for a permanent RTA

As of September 1, this RTA was dissolved and will be
replaced by the new permanent Southeastern Regional
Transit Authority (SERTA)

KRM Commuter Link
Background (continued)

e Southeastern Regional Transit Authority (SERTA)

Created in 2009 - 2011 State budget

Replaces temporary Southeastern Wisconsin RTA created
in 2005 - 2007 State Budget

Consists of Counties of Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee

Authority to construct, operate, and manage a KRM
commuter rail line, including:
- Authority to enact up to an $18 vehicle rental fee per transaction

- Decision whether, and when, to move forward on KRM commuter rail,
including applying to the Federal Transit Administration for approval to
advance to preliminary engineering and potentially obtain a Federal
discretionary capital grant




Proposed KRM Commuter

Downtown Milwaukee

SOuth Side Milwaukee
LR

Commuter Rail
Alignment

Existing Station
or Transit Center

New Station
Metra UP-N Line

Other Existing
Railroad Lines

Local Transit - KRM Service
3 S

Service Area to Waukegan

sl 2

Rail Service

Will connect Milwaukee and Racine
to existing Chicago-Kenosha
commuter rail

33-mile commuter rail line using
existing Union Pacific Railroad (UP)
and Canadian Pacific Railway (CP)
freight lines

9 stations

= Existing stations at Kenosha and
Milwaukee
New Stations at Somers, Racine,
Caledonia, Oak Creek, South
Milwaukee, Cudahy-St. Francis, and
Milwaukee South Side

Proposed KRM Commuter

Rail Service (continued)

Level of service

= Service provided in both directions along corridor during all time

periods

= 14 weekday trains in each direction

Train operation

= Service provided by meeting existing Metra trains at either

Kenosha or Waukegan

= Diesel-multiple-unit cars (“DMUs” or self-propelled coaches)




= - Proposed Bus Service
Alternative

The bus alternative is an improved and expanded express
bus service

= The best that can be done with improved and expanded bus
service over existing streets and highways to provide a similar
service as commuter rail, while maintaining the unique
advantages of bus service

Expansion and enhancement of the existing Wisconsin Coach
Lines service and the MCTS Freeway Flyer Route 48 service

29 stations or stops

14-17 weekday buses
in each direction

Motor coach vehicles
with commuter bus amenities

E' ! { Evaluation and Comparison: Travel Time

o Commuter rail will be much faster than bus in
connecting the Kenosha, Milwaukee, and Racine
areas to each other and with Northeastern lllinois

Milwaukee to Kenosha

Average Average
Speed travel time

Commuter Rail 38 mph 53 minutes
Bus 20 to 29 mph 83 to 108 minutes

In comparison, a trip by automobile between Milwaukee
and Kenosha during the peak traffic hours may be expected
to require 54 minutes.




E ! { Evaluation and Comparison: Ridership

Commuter rail may be expected to attract nearly
three times the ridership of bus

. Annuallﬁ, commuter rail will attract 1.88 million trips vs.
0.66 million for bus

Commuter rail will also attract longer trips and
passenger-miles from commuter rail ridership will
represent five times the passenger-miles as the bus—
23.1 million passenger-miles vs. 4.6 million for bus

E ’ Evaluation and Comparison:

Impact on Highway System

Commuter rail will have 3.5 times(?reater impact on
highway system traffic volume and congestion

Commuter rail will have 2.5 times the reduction in
highway system related air pollution and energy
consumption

Commuter rail will provide a superior alternative
during IH 94 reconstruction over the next 20 years

¢ Unaffected by increased IH 94 freeway and corridor
congestion

o Attracts significantly more traffic from IH 94




2 ale o Evaluation and Comparison:
Accessibility to Jobs

* Due to its higher average speeds and resultin? lower travel times,
commuter rail will provide greater accessibility to the significant
number of jobs in the KRM / northeastern lllinois corridor

Corridor Jobs (1 mile station radius—Year 2000
Downtown Milwaukee 110,300
Milwaukee County 21,600
Kenosha and Racine Counties 28,200
Chicago North Shore Suburbs 95,100
Chicago North Side 58,500
Downtown Chicago 599,400

2 2lp o Evaluation and Comparison:
Accessibility to Jobs

e An estimated 96,000, or 64 percent, of Kenosha Count
residents reside within 3 miles of the two proposed KRM train
stations in Kenosha County, some within walking distance and
others within a short connecting bus or shuttle ride or drive or
drop-off by automobile. Of these County residents, 20 percent,
or 19,000, are minorities, and 8 percent do not have access to
an automobile.

An estimated 108,000, or 57%, of Racine County residents
reside within 3 miles of the two proposed KRM train stations in
Racine County, some within wal ingccj| distance and others within
a short connecting bus or shuttle ride or drive or drop-off by
automobile. Of these County residents, 30%, or 32,000, are
minorities, and 11% do not have access to an automobile.

An estimated 246,000, or 41 percent, of City of Milwaukee
residents reside within 3 miles of the two proposed KRM train
stations in the City, some within walking distance and others
within a short connecting bus or shuttle ride or drive or drop-off
by automobile. Of these City residents, 58 percent, or 143,000,
are minorities, and 29% do not have access to an automobile.




— Evaluation and Comparison:
) ¥ ) ! { More Efficient Development
and Redevelopment

Commuter rail will have the potential to result in
more efficient, higher density land development and
redevelopment around its stations in the corridor
and reduce urban sprawl

e Encourage desirable needed and planned
development/redevelopment in central cities of
Milwaukee, Racine, and Kenosha and inner, older
suburbs of Cudahy, St. Francis, and South Milwaukee

Encourage higher density, more efficient development
in developing communities of Oak Creek, Caledonia,
and Somers

Evaluation and Comparison:

E ! { Corridor Economic Development
and Growth

The potential for future economic growth of southeastern
Wisconsin through more closely linking to Northeastern
Illinois is one of a few major economic development themes
being advanced for southeastern Wisconsin by the
Milwaukee 7.

e Companies such as S.C. Johnson have cited the importance of
this link to Northeastern Illlinois to retaining and attracting
qualified employees, and maintaining and expanding its
presence in southeastern Wisconsin.

Due to its much higher average speeds and shorter travel
times, commuter rail will do a significantly better job of
more closely connecting Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee
to each other and to northeastern lllinois and Chicago




E ’ Evaluation and Comparison:
Capital and Operating Costs

e Commuter rail would have higher capital costs and
annual ogerating and maintenance (O&M) costs than
bus (2007 dollars)

Capital cost -- $206 million for commuter rail compared to $28
million for bus

Annual O&M cost -- $11.8 million for commuter rail (including
shuttles) compared to $3.2 million for bus

Annualized combined capital and total O&M cost -- $26.8 million
for commuter rail compared to $4.3 million for bus

About 80 to 90% of the capital and net operating and
maintenance costs may be expected to be funded with Federal
and State funds

b
) ¥

! { Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Prepared and filed in July 2009
Public Comment Period open until October 5, 2009
Describes KRM transit alternatives analysis

Focuses on environment potentially affected by KRM
commuter rail implementation

Addresses potential environmental impacts and
consequences of KRM commuter rail implementation

Public comments will be incorporated into Final
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)




E ’ Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(continued)

e Potential impacts studied include:
Land Use and Socioeconomic Development
Transportation
Displacement/Relocation of Existing Uses
Neighborhoods
Visual and Aesthetic
Air Quality
Noise
Vibration
Ecosystems
Water Resources
Energy

E ’ Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(continued)

e Potential impacts studied include (continued):
Hazardous Materials Contamination
Archaeological and Historical
Environmental Justice
Public Use Lands
Impacts During Construction

e Overall, potential adverse impacts will likely be minor
Existing rail corridor used, most impacts would be near stations

All potential adverse impacts will be avoided or mitigated to the
extent possible

Additional field investigations and further analysis are
recommended to determine the potential extent of some
impacts, as well as mitigation measures for these impacts

- Would occur during Preliminary Engineering/Final EIS




WM Next Steps - Environmental
Impact Statement

e Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Next Steps

= Obtain public and agency comments on Draft EIS by
October 5, 2009

= Address comments and perform additional work to
complete Final EIS (during Preliminary Engineering)

= Receive Record of Decision for the Final EIS from
Federal Transit Administration (FTA)

il Next Steps -
Commuter Rail Project

e Commuter Rail Project Next Steps

Submit “New Starts” application to FTA for consideration
of discretionary Federal funding to enter Preliminary
Engineering

FTA decision on entering Preliminary Engineering
Conduct Preliminary Engineering

Apply to FTA for Final Engineering and Design funding
FTA decision on entering Final Engineering and Design
Conduct Final Engineering and Design

FTA Decision on Full Funding Grant Agreement
Construction

Service operations begin
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DISPLAY BOARDS AT PUBLIC HEARINGS

* KRM

PUBLIC
HEARING

Tonight
5:00 - 7:00 pm
Presentation at 5:45 pm

MEp  \Why Consider a Major Public Transit

Improvement in the KRM Corridor?

To provide a necessary and desirable alternative to the
automobile in a heavily traveled corridor
To provide a high quality alternative to the automobile
during IH 94/IH43 freeway system reconstruction over the
next 20 years
To support and promote higher density infill development
and redevelopment, which results in efficiencies for public
infrastructure and services, including transportation
To contribute to efficiency in the transportation system,
including reduced highway traffic and congestion, air
pollution and energy consumption
To meet the travel needs — access to jobs, education, and
other — of the significant portion of the population (15%
of households) without an automobile
To enhance economic development by providing improved
labor force accessibility
To enhance quality of life by providing choice of travel
mode and to permit the reduction in household
expenditures on transportation, permitting greater savings,
other expenditures, and a higher standard of living
To better connect southeastern Wisconsin with
northeastern Illinois
Improved connection should promote economic and
population growth in the KRM corridor and southeastern
Wisconsin
Improved job and labor force accessibility
Improve accessibility to and enhance GMIA; arts, culture,
and entertainment venues; and colleges and universities

Intergovernmental
Partnership

Intergovernmental Partnership jointly created in
March 2005 to complete further study of KRM
commuter rail
County Executives of Kenosha, Milwaukee, and Racine
Counties
Mayors of the Cities of Kenosha, Milwaukee, and Racine
Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation
Chairman of SEWRPC

Purpose and role of Partnership

Conduct and complete the necessary technical studies —
corridor “alternatives analysis” including environmental
impact statement
To identify costs and benefits to permit KRM
commuter rail to be considered for implementation
locally
To permit the project to be eligible for Federal
discretionary capital funding
Scheduled for completion in fall 2009
SEWRPC staff is project manager for KRM study
KRM Steering Committee, appointed by each
member of Partnership
Provides overall direction and oversight of the study

Together with “temporary” Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Transit Authority, selected commuter rail
alternative as preferred alternative

mem#  Southeastern Wisconsin

Regional Transit Authority

Created in 2005 - 2007 State budget
Three Counties — Kenosha, Milwaukee, and Racine
Seven member governing body
. One each appointed by the Kenosha, Milwaukee,
and Racine County Executives
One each appointed by the Kenosha, Milwaukee,
and Racine City Mayors
One appointed by the Governor from the City of
Milwaukee
Regional Planning Commission acted as staff to
Regional Transit Authority (RTA)
RTA purpose was to make recommendations by
November 2008 to State legislature and Governor
for a permanent RTA
As of September 1, 2009, this RTA was dissolved
and will be replaced by the new permanent
Southeastern Regional Transit Authority (SERTA)




- - Southeastern Regional
Transit Authority (SERTA)

Created in 2009 - 2011 State budget
Replaces temporary Southeastern Wisconsin Regional
Transit Authority created in 2005 - 2007 State Budget
Consists of Counties of Kenosha, Racine, Milwaukee
Nine Board Members:
- Two from Milwaukee County (appointed by County Board Chair)
Two from City of Milwaukee (appointed by Mayor)
One from Racine County (appointed by County Board Chair)
One from City of Racine (appointed by Mayor)
One from Kenosha County (appointed by County Board Chair)
One from City of Kenosha (appointed by Mayor)
One from SERTA jurisdictional area (appointed by Governor)
leen powers to create, construct, and manage a
KRM commuter rail ling, including:

Authority to enact up to an $18 vehicle rental fee (indexed to
inflation)

Decision to apply to the Federal Transit Administration for
approval to advance to preliminary engineering and potentially
obtain a Federal discretionary capital grant

¥ Commuter Rail Alternative

Connect Milwaukee and Racine to existing
Chicago-Kenosha commuter rail

33-mile route using existing Union Pacific
Railroad (UP) and Canadian Pacific Railway (CP)
freight lines

9 stations

- Existing stations at Kenosha and Milwaukee

. New Stations at Somers, Racine, Caledonia, Oak
Creek, South Milwaukee, Cudahy-St. Francis, and
Milwaukee South Side

Level of service

. Service provided during all time periods
- 14 weekday trains in each direction

- Operating speed — up to 59 mph

- Average speed — 38 mph

¥ Commuter Rail Alternative

Shuttle bus service
- Dedicated service between Amtrak station and
Milwaukee central business district

- Dedicated service between General Mitchell
International Airport and Cudahy-St. Francis
station

Train operation

- Service provided by meeting existing Metra trains
at either Kenosha or Waukegan
Contract with UP Railroad and provide timed-
transfer (6 minutes) at Kenosha and Waukegan to
Metra
. Diesel-multiple-unit cars ("DMUs" or self-propelled
coaches)

¥ Commuter Rail Alternative

Downtown Milwaukee
South Side Milwaukee

Cudahy/St. Francis

r South Milwaukee

Oak Creek

e R O S W
GRAPHIC SCALE
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2t £ Bus/TSM Alternative

The bus alternative is an improved and expanded
bus service
- The best that can be done to improve existing bus
service, including:

Express stop spacing

Expanded schedules

Traffic signal prioritization

Passenger information systems at selected stations

- Expansion and enhancement of the existing
Wisconsin Coach Lines service and the MCTS
Freeway Flyer Route 48 service

South of Oak Creek, service routed primarily

along STH 32

North of Oak Creek, service splits into two routes

- Via South Milwaukee, Cudahy, St. Francis and
Milwaukee’s South Side along Packard Avenue and

Lake Parkway
- Via Oak Creek and General Mitchell International
Airport along STH 100 and IH 94

2t £ Bus/TSM Alternative

29 stations (park-rides) or stops
- Existing transit stations at Kenosha and Racine
- New transit stations at Oak Creek and Cudahy-St.
Francis
Level of Service
- Service provided during all time periods
- 14-17 weekday buses in each direction
- Operating speed — same as street or highway
being used (Average speed — 20 to 29 mph)
Coordinated with Metra commuter train service
at Kenosha or Waukegan
- Two additional trains to Kenosha added to current
Metra service (one northbound in morning, on
southbound in afternoon)
Motor coach vehicles with commuter bus
amenities

s

Bus/TSM Alternative

New Transit Centers
with Park & Ride

Traffic Signal
Prioritization

~=— MCTS Route 48

MCTS Route 48
"~ with Prioritization

= Wisconsin Coach Line

£ 1
3
AT
1 & "
Wisconsin Coach Line Upgrade
4 S r P9
with Prioritization Existing Commuter
B <
®  Existing Transit Center g Service
@ Selected Commuter Bus
©  New Transit Center 5 ! Service to Metra
1 Trains in Waukegan

1
&
i}
f
1

=== Metra UP-N Line

- Local Transit System
[ Service Area

ol L) Evaluation and Comparison of
Commuter Rail & Bus Alternatives

Travel Time
Commuter rail will be much faster than bus in
connecting the Kenosha, Milwaukee, and Racine areas
to each other and with Northeastern Illinois.
Milwaukee to Kenosha
Average Average
Speed travel time

Commuter Rail 38 mph 53 minutes

Bus 20 to 29 mph 83 to 108 minutes

In comparison, a trip by automobile between Milwaukee and Kenosha
during the peak traffic hours may be expected to require 54 minutes.

Reliability
Unaffected by congestion, commuter rail would also
provide the highest level of reliability, comfort and
convenience.

Ridership
Commuter rail may be expected to attract nearly three
times the ridership of bus, annually attracting 1.88
million trips vs. 0.66 million for bus.
Trips on commuter rail will also be longer than those on
bus, so passenger miles on commuter rail will be about
five times that of bus, 23.1 million passenger miles vs.
4.6 million for bus.
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Evaluation and Comparison of
Commuter Rail & Bus Alternatives

Impact on Highway System
Commuter rail will have 3.5 times more reduction
on highway system traffic and traffic congestion.
Commuter rail will provide a far superior
alternative mode of travel during IH 94
reconstruction.

Impact on Air Pollutant Emissions and
Energy Consumption

Commuter rail will have 2.5 times the reduction in
vehicle generated air pollutant emissions and
vehicle energy consumption compared to the bus.
Additional reductions in air pollutant emissions
and energy consumption may be expected due to
commuter rail’s potential to encourage higher
density development.

Evaluation and Comparison of
Commuter Rail & Bus Alternatives

Development/Redevelopment Potential

Commuter rail will have the potential to result in
more efficient higher density land development
around its stations and reduce urban sprawl

. Encourage desirable needed and planned
development/redevelopment in central cities of
Milwaukee, Racine, and Kenosha and inner,
older suburbs of Cudahy,

St. Francis, and South Milwaukee

Encourage higher density, more efficient
development in developing communities of Oak
Creek, Caledonia, and Somers

Evaluation and Comparison of
Commuter Rail & Bus Alternatives

Accessibility to Jobs:

Due to its higher average speeds and resulting lower travel times,
commuter rail will provide greater accessibility to the significant
number of jobs in the KRM / northeastern Illinois corridor.
Corridor Jobs (1 mile station radius—Year 2000)

Downtown Milwaukee 110,300

Milwaukee County 21,600

Kenosha and Racine Counties 28,200

Chicago North Shore Suburbs 95,100

Chicago North Side 58,500

Downtown Chicago 599,400

An estimated 246,000, or 41 percent, of City of Milwaukee
residents reside within 3 miles of the two proposed KRM train
stations in the City, some within walking distance and others within
a short connecting bus or shuttle ride or drive or drop-off by
automobile. Of these City residents, 58 percent, or 143,000, are
minorities, and 29% do not have access to an automobile.

An estimated 108,000, or 57 percent, of Racine County residents
reside within 3 miles of the two proposed KRM train stations in
Racine County, some within walking distance and others within a
short connecting bus or shuttle ride or drive or drop-off by
automobile. Of these County residents, 30%, or 32,000, are
minorities, and 11% do not have access to an automobile.

An estimated 96,000, or 64 percent, of Kenosha County residents
reside within 3 miles of the two proposed KRM train stations in
Kenosha County, some within walking distance and others within a
short connecting bus or shuttle ride or drive or drop-off by
automobile. Of these County residents, 20 percent, or 19,000, are
minorities, and 8 percent do not have access to an automobile.

Evaluation and Comparison of
Commuter Rail & Bus Alternatives

Corridor Economic Development & Growth:

Due to its much higher average speeds and
shorter travel times, commuter rail will do a
significantly better job of more closely connecting
Kenosha, Racine, and Milwaukee to each other
and to northeastern Illinois and Chicago.

. This improved linkage between southeastern Wisconsin
and the mega-metropolitan area of northeastern Illinois
may be expected to result in more economic and
population growth in the KRM corridor and in
southeastern Wisconsin.

. The potential for future economic growth of southeastern
Wisconsin through more closely linking to Northeastern
Illinois is one of a few major economic development
themes being advanced for southeastern Wisconsin by
the Milwaukee 7.

Companies such as S.C. Johnson have cited the
importance of this link to Northeastern Illinois to retaining
and attracting qualified employees, and maintaining and
expanding its presence in southeastern Wisconsin.




Evaluation and Comparison of = ’
Commuter Rail & Bus Alternatives & What's Next

Capital and Annual Operating & Environmental Impact Statement Next Steps
Obtain public comments on Draft Environmental Impact

Maintenance Costs Statement (DEIS) by October 5, 2009
- Address public and agency comments and perform
Commuter rail would have higher capital costs and additional work necessary to complete Final

annual operating and maintenance (O&M) costs than Environmental Impact Statement (ELS)
bus * Conducted concurrently with Preliminary Engineering

y f, . Receive Record of Decision for the Final EIS from
Capital cost (2007 dollars) -- $206 million for commuter Federal Transit Administration (FTA)

rail compared to $28 million for bus

Annual O&M cost (2007 dollars) -- $11.8 million for Commuter Rail Project Next Steps
commuter rail compared to $3.2 million for bus . Submit “New Starts” application to FTA for consideration
Annualized combined capital and total O&M cost -- $26.8 of discretionary Federal funding to enter next phase of

million for commuter rail compared to $4.3 million for bus project development — Preliminary Engineering

About 80 to 90 percent of capital and net operating and § Eﬁ;ﬁ;‘éﬁrﬂé DegrofionButeang Biclglary

maintenance costs may be expected to be funded with

Federalfand State finds Conduct Preliminary Engineering

Submit application to FTA for Final Engineering and
Design funding

* Under the previous study, commuter rail had an estimated $198 million capital . i P . . . S
cost (2006 dollars) and a $10.9 million annual O&M cost (2006 dollars). gg‘s:legl\r{le FTA Decision on Entering Final Engineering and

Conduct Final Engineering and Design
Receive FTA Decision on Full Funding Grant Agreement
Construction
Procurement and construction
Training and testing
Service operations begin

240 £ Conclusions ¥ Downtown Milwaukee

Substantial benefits of commuter rail outweigh Land Use
its increased costs
Faster average speeds and shorter travel times
Higher reliability, comfort, and convenience
Significantly higher ridership — total and new trips
and trip length
Greater impact on highway traffic and congestion
Higher quality and more effective alternative
during freeway reconstruction
Greater reduction in air pollutant emissions and
energy consumption
Potential to support and encourage more efficient
high density infill land development and
redevelopment representing significant new
housing, jobs, tax base, and retail sales

Provide accessibility to significant number of jobs
in southeastern Wisconsin and northeastern Illinois

Can contribute significantly to southeastern
Wisconsin economic growth and development by
more closely connecting northeastern Illinois with
southeastern Wisconsin
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Draft Environmental
Impact Statement

Prepared and filed in July 2009
Public Comment Period open until October 5, 2009
Describes KRM alternatives analysis process and costs and
financial analysis of alternatives
Focuses on environment potentially affected by KRM
commuter rail implementation
Addresses potential environmental impacts and
consequences of KRM commuter rail implementation
Potential impacts studied include:

Land Use and Socioeconomic Development

Transportation

Displacement/Relocation of Existing Uses

Neighborhoods

Visual and Aesthetic Qualities

Air Quality

Noise

Vibration

Ecosystems

Water Resources

Energy

Hazardous Materials Contamination

Archaeological and Historical

Environmental Justice

Public Use Lands

Impacts During Construction
Public comments will be incorporated into Final
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Draft Environmental
Impact Statement

Potential Impacts of Commuter Rail

. Land Use and Socioeconomic Development
Commuter rail station areas studied
Transit-oriented development will likely result in high-density, more
efficient land uses, and overall positive effect
Increases to employment and housing units will likely occur around
each station

- Transportation
Minimal impact on operation of roadways containing railroad
crossings due to additional auto wait times at crossings

Minimal traffic-volume impacts due to additional traffic on roadways
accessing park and ride locations

Further traffic studies needed to determine if intersection
improvements are needed near specific stations
Potential conflicts between commuter rail and other freight and
passenger rail activities mitigated by changing commuter rail time-
table or improving rail infrastructure

- Displacement/Relocation of Existing Uses
No residential relocations required
Two businesses, one each at the proposed Caledonia and South
Milwaukee stations, may potentially need to be relocated

- Neighborhoods in Corridor
Increased transportation opportunities resulting in more access to
jobs in the KRM Corridor
New community services likely to open in station areas
More connections between neighborhoods and communities

- Visual and Aesthetic Qualities
Visual impacts, mostly positive, will principally occur in station
areas, where new stations and parking are to be constructed
Pedestrian streetscape enhancements are recommended, including
sidewalks, lighting, public art, and street trees
Gateway features at key entryway points into each station area are
also recommended at most station locations

Draft Environmental
Impact Statement

Potential Impacts of Commuter Rail (continued)
- Air Quality
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has stated that the
project will have an insignificant adverse air quality impact, in fact
commuter rail is expected to decrease pollutant emissions
Noise
Potential significant noise impacts are limited to horn-blowing by
commuter rail diesel multiple units (DMUS) at street crossings
Vibration
Commuter rail DMUs unlikely to impact residential and institutional
land uses near proposed track alignment as they pass by
More detailed analysis will be needed to determine if vibrations will
impact buildings containing vibration-sensitive equipment
Ecosystems
Most stations are proposed in developed areas, with no wildlife-
supporting habitat
A relatively small amount of wildlife habitat may be impacted at the
proposed Caledonia and Oak Creek stations
No impacts to environmental corridors or natural resource areas are
expected
No impacts to threatened or endangered species are expected
Water Resources
Potential soil erosion near area streams and rivers would be
minimized by control measures during construction

Potential impacts during operation would be minimized through
stormwater management, erosion control, and proper engineering
No adverse impacts to groundwater are expected

No floodplains would be impacted

Potential wetland impacts would be avoided to extent possible and
minimized by wetland replacement, erosion control, construction/silt
fencing, and/or special construction techniques

Potential stormwater quality impacts at each station would be
mitigated, as necessary

Draft Environmental
Impact Statement

Potential Impacts of Commuter Rail (continued)

. Energy

Regional energy consumption is expected to decrease by over 1
billion British Thermal Units (BTUs) as a result of commuter rail

Hazardous Materials Contamination
Sites of potential concern within % mile of each of the proposed
stations were documented, with detailed mitigation measures to be
developed in preliminary engineering/final EIS, if necessary

Archaeological and Historical
Along the rail corridor, all archaeological sites would be avoided
Additional investigations at three proposed station sites are
recommended during preliminary engineering/final EIS
Potential effects on historic properties identified as being within the
vicinity of the project area will be determined and reported in final
EIS

Environmental Justice
Public involvement process has been inclusive of all residents and
population groups, including outreach activities to identify and
address their effects, needs, and concerns to extent possible
Increased access to regional transit service would benefit many
population groups, including minority and low-income groups
Environmental impacts are not expected to disproportionately affect
minority or low-income populations

Public Use Lands
Only park or recreation land potentially impacted is MRK Trail
Preferred station location in Caledonia would provide positive long-
term effects to MRK Trail

Impacts During Construction
Construction could potentially result in temporary air, noise,
vibration, water quality, visual, aesthetic, and access impacts

All environmental impacts studied and minimized for commuter rail
implementation will also be minimized to extent possible during
construction
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- The Marquette Tribune - http://marquettetribune.org -

Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee commuter rail moves ahead

Posted By Tim Seeman On September 17, 2009 @ 6:00 am In Featured, News | Comments
Disabled

The absence of a functional regional transit authority did not discourage members of the
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission ! from presenting a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for a proposed commuter rail connection between the cities
of Kenosha, Racine and Milwaukee Wednesday.

The research found that overall, potential adverse environmental effects throughout the areas
affected by the proposed railroad would be minor. Most of the stations and tracks the
proposal would use already exist, said Ken Yunker, executive director of SEWRPC.

The proposed line would run 14 trains per day between Milwaukee and Kenosha, stopping in
several municipalities in between. It would also allow for transfers to the existing rail
connection between Kenosha and downtown Chicago, Yunker said.

While the proposition is good news for those who support such a connection, many obstacles
remain for the proposed Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee project 21 the first being the absence of
a Regional Transit Authority, which would secure funding for the rail line. State law approved
the formation of an RTA last July, but appointments to the authority have yet to be made,
Yunker said.

Gov. Jim Doyle’s proposed structure would include an umbrella RTA to coordinate the entire
KRM project. This umbrella RTA would include representatives from the whole region with
representation based on population, according to a press release. Messages left with the
governor’s media department were not returned.

There would also be smaller sub-RTAs operating in each of the three counties involved. As
the project moves closer to completion, it is expected that the sub-RTAs will merge with the
larger RTA.

Funding the individual sub-RTAs, especially in Kenosha and Racine Counties, could prove
difficult. Three ways to raise revenue include increased property taxes, a new income tax and
a new sales tax, said Len Brandrup, director of Kenosha’s Department of Transportation.
Officials in Racine’s transportation department were unavailable for comment.

Since it is unpopular for governments to raise property taxes and since the state of Wisconsin
already collects its own income tax, a new sales tax would be the best way to raise the
required funds, Brandrup said. Citizens of Milwaukee County voted in favor of a referendum
to institute a one percent sales tax last November, but Doyle vetoed the legislature because
the revenue generated would not be exclusive to transit.

Other proposed sources of revenue, including an $18 tax on vehicle registration and car
rentals, would not be adequate to cover the costs of running a good transportation system.

“It’s not practical. We wouldn’t be able to make the fees high enough,” Brandrup said.

The hope, if a new transit authority is i would be to the state’s
application to receive grant money from the Federal Transit Administration ', which would
pay for up to 50 percent of the project. The federal program is very competitive, however,
and normally funds projects in large metropolitan areas such as New York, Chicago and Los
Angeles, Yunker said.

The FTA also considers financial viability of existing mass transit systems, Yunker said, which
in southeastern Wisconsin means city bus operations. The bus systems in question,
particularly in Milwaukee County, are struggling financially because of a heavy reliance on

state funding, which is an unreliable source of income since its growth does not match
inflation. The state did not address these funding problems in the last budget, and if the
financial situation of current mass transit does not improve, it will be difficult to procure
federal funding, Yunker said.

The application process for FTA funding is also lengthy, requiring applicants to apply twice —
once for preliminary engineering and another time for final engineering and design. Both
steps would take approximately 18 months, Yunker said. With an estimated construction time
of two years factored in, operation on the proposed transit line would not start until 2015 at
the earliest.

Article printed from The Marquette Tribune: http://marquettetribune.org
URL to article: http://marquettetribune.org/2009/09/17/news/rail-jk1-jim2-mn3/
URLs in this post:

[1] Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission: http://www.sewrpc.org/
[2] Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee project: http://www.sewrpc.org/KRMonline/
[3] Federal Transit Administration: http://www.fta.dot.gov/

Copyright © 2010 The Marquette Tribune. All rights reserved.
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C rail sy gets support at hearing

BY MATTHEW OLSONmolson@kenoshanews.com

Plans for getting a transportation connection between Kenosha, Racine and Milwaukee on track went
before the public for feedback on Tuesday.

A public hearing on the draft environmental impact statement for the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee
(KRM) commuter link attracted about 25 people to Reuther High School’s gymnasium on Tuesday night
to listen to current plans for the system and give their opinions on the potential project.

The meeting included an outline of options being considered for the transit system, which include a
commuter rail connection and an expanded bus service, as well as their potential impact.

The Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) has favored the rail option
over the expanded bus routes.

The proposed commuter rail — which would utilize the existing Metra station in Kenosha and a new
station in Somers — is projected to require over $200 million in capital costs and about $11 million a
year in maintenance costs. The bus plan is estimated to bring about $28 million in capital costs and
about $3 million a year in maintenance costs.

But Ken Yunker, executive director of SEWRPC, said the potential benefits of the rail line outweigh the
higher cost of the system.

“We have to look at what it will deliver in terms of advantages and disadvantages,” Yunker said.

The commuter rail link between Kenosha, Racine and Milwaukee would allow riders to connect to
Chicago, providing greater access to jobs and larger population centers. Yunker said a rail system also
brings greater potential for economic development in the affected areas.

Speed and ease of use were also factors in supporting it.

A rail system would also take about 53 minutes to reach downtown Milwaukee from downtown
Kenosha, about the same time as a car would. A bus, with scheduled stops, is estimated to make between
83 and 103 minutes to make that trip.

“Because of the speed, comfort and convenience, a rail alternative is expected to attract more ridership
than a bus alternative,” Yunker said. “And it will certainly provide a superior alternative during I-94
construction.”

Yunker also said about 80 to 90 percent of capital and maintenance costs for the rail system could be
covered through federal and state funding.

Members of the public were invited to submit their comments on these plans at Tuesday’s meeting, with
several people showing support for the rail line.

Carolyn Henry of Pleasant Prairie said she has been interested in transportation issues for the last two
decades and feels a rail system is the right track to follow.

“I think the rail is the only way to go because rail moves people and products in the most practical way,”
Henry said. “It just makes sense.”

Rachel Trobaugh, a Racine resident, worries about the area being left behind without a new commuter
option. She supported the proposed rail system.

“I think it will provide jobs for the future and a mode of travel that people will enjoy using,” Trobaugh
said.

Rick and Patricia Nelson of Pleasant Prairie said the rail system made sense.

“I think it’s very much needed,” Rick Nelson said.

A similar meeting was held in Racine on Monday night and another will be held in Milwaukee tonight.
Any member of the public can comment on the project until Oct. 5. People can send their written
comments by mail to P.O. Box 1607, Waukesha, WI, 53187; by fax at 262-547-1103; and by E-mail at
KRMonline@sewrpc.org

After all comments are gathered, SEWRPC will send their engineering designs to and apply for funding

from the Federal Transit Administration. If the system’s approvals happen as expected, Yunker said a
commuter rail could be in operation within six or seven years.

© Copyright Kenosha News.
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SEWRPC Report Gives KRM Green Light
By Bob Bach

Southeastern September 14, 2000 | WUWM | Milwaukee, W1
Wisconsin
Regional There is a preferred plan in southeastern Wisconsin, for developing commuter rail. The line would
Planning o link downtown Milwaukee with Kenosha, stopping several times between, and easily allowing
Commission i commuters to continue along to Chicago.
This week, the public gets its first chance to review the plan; tonight’s meeting will be (Monday) in
Racine. Wednesday's hearing will be held at the downtown Milwaukee Transit Center from Spm to
7Tpm.
Ken Yunker is executive director of “SEWRPC, the Southeast Wisconsin Regional Planning
Commission. It studied the environmental impacts of several public transit options and determined
the $207 million KRM line to be the best.
©2010 Board of Regents University of Wisconsin System - WUWM FM
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Transit authority or no, commuter rail hearings
roll on

By Larry Sandler of the Journal Sentinel
Posted: Sept. 7, 2009
Even without an engineer in the cab, the train is still moving forward.

Regional planners are holding public hearings next week on plans for a commuter rail line connecting
Milwaukee to Racine, Kenosha and the southern suburbs.

But at the moment, they have no one to whom they can report the results of those hearings.

The temporary Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Transit Authority went out of business last week. Its

or, the new S n Regional Transit Authority, hasn't started operating yet. And the law
that authorized the new RTA could be changed by legislation being negotiated by Gov. Jim Doyle and
lawmakers behind closed doors.

On Tuesday, Doyle will announce the deal that emerged from those talks. He has scheduled a news
conference for Milwaukee's downtown Amtrak-Greyhound station, a typical venue for transportation-
related announcements.

State Rep. Tamara Grigsby (D-Milwaukee) says she expects the bill to propose funding Milwaukee
County buses with a 0.5% sales tax, while Racine and Kenosha counties could find some other funding
source - possibly a local vehicle registration fee, or "wheel tax" - to pay their share of the planned
$207.5 million KRM Commuter Link train line. But Grigsby and others close to the talks predict a tough
fight in winning legislative approval for any transit deal.

Without state action, Milwaukee County's elected officials could face hard choices about cutting bus
routes and raising fares in 2010 budget action this fall, while KRM planning could stall after next week's
hearings.

Regional planners and independent researchers have warned that the Milwaukee County Transit System
could face a 35% service cut without new state or local funding. Both Doyle and his fellow Democrats
in the Legislature wanted the 2009-'11 state budget to create structures that would both solve the county
bus system's financial problems and oversee KRM trains.

But they took different approaches. Following the interim RTA's recommendations, Doyle proposed an
authority that would govern both buses and trains, funded by a 0.5% sales tax, in Milwaukee, Kenosha
and eastern Racine counties. Bowing to sales tax opposition in Racine County, the Legislature instead
proposed two transit authorities: One for Milwaukee County only, levying a 0.65% sales tax - 0.5% for
buses and 0.15% for municipal public safety agencies; and a three-county body that would run KRM
and help fund Kenosha and Racine buses, funded by an $18-a-car rental car fee.

After Doyle vetoed part of the Legislature's transit language, all that was left for southeastern Wisconsin
was a three-county authority that would run the KRM and fund it with a $16-a-car rental fee. The
governor said he still wanted a truly regional solution for both buses and trains, but lawmakers and
Milwaukee County officials were outraged by the veto. Talks then started on separate legislation to
again tackle the issue.

Sticking point

Grigsby said the rental car fee is a particular concern for Milwaukee County legislators, because an
overwhelming majority of the revenue would come from passengers at Mitchell International Airport,
and that would leave Milwaukee County providing a disproportionate share of the funding for a three-
county body. She said Racine and Kenosha counties would need to come up with their own revenue
sources if they would not accept a sales tax.

She specifically mentioned a wheel tax. Only a few Wisconsin local governments have tried vehicle
fees, and several - including Kenosha - have dropped them. Milwaukee enacted a $20-a-car wheel tax
last year to pay for local road work.

By contrast, Milwaukee County voters endorsed a transit sales tax in a 2008 advisory referendum. But
that version was a 1% sales tax that included funding for parks and emergency medical services.

Grigsby said Doyle has made it clear that he won't accept any package that includes funding for
anything other than transit, including the 0.15% public safety tax sought by Milwaukee Mayor Tom
Barrett. Milwaukee County lawmakers will consider separate legislation to fund parks and possibly
other services, Grigsby said.

Of several lawmakers interviewed, only Grigsby offered specifics on where the transit talks are headed.
Democratic Reps. Pedro Colén of Milwaukee, Peter Barca of Kenosha and Cory Mason of Racine
would say only that everyone involved was trying to reach consensus on a regional solution for both
trains and buses, a line echoed by Doyle spokesman Lee Sensenbrenner. All said a deal could emerge
this month.

New authority ahead?

Meanwhile, Milwaukee County Board Chairman Lee Holloway has appointed himself and Supervisor
Michael Mayo Sr. to the new RTA, vowing to vote against moving KRM forward until the county's bus
crisis was solved. Other transit backers say the federal government is unlikely to approve a new train
line while the region's biggest connecting bus line is in financial jeopardy.

To date, Holloway and Mayo have been the only members appointed to the new RTA. Barrett is to
appoint two other members, while Doyle and the Racine and Kenosha mayors and county board
chairmen are to appoint one member each. All have been waiting for the outcome of the transit talks,
although Barrett is likely to make his appointments soon, said Patrick Curley, Barrett's chief of staff, and
Ken Yunker, executive director of the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission.
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Public can comment on KRM impact study

PAUL SLOTH paul.sloth@journaltimes.com | Posted: Monday, August 24, 2009 7:10 pm

RACINE - A commuter rail project between Kenosha and Mnlwaukee will cost more than other alternatives, but it will be
faster, more reliable and more 2 to a draft | impact the federal government
approved late last month.

If you're wondering what kind of impact the proposed $207.5 million commuter rail project will have on surrounding
communities, now is your chance to find out.

The Southeastern Wlsconsm Reglonal Planning Commission will take public comment on the draft environmental impact
for the K h: rail project that was completed and approved by the Federal Transit
Administration in July. A 45~day public comment period started Friday and runs through Oct. 5.

Completing the environmental impact study is one element of the commuter rail project, said Ken Yunker, executive director
of the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission.

The majority of the capital costs of the commuter rail project, about 57 percent, would be paid for with federal grants from
the FTA for which the Southeastern Regional Transit Authority would have to apply.

"(Completing the study) doesn't necessarily help the application process or hurt it. It's something that has to be done," Yunker
said.

It isn't part of the decision-making process, by the state or federal government, about whether to go through with the project,
Yunker said.

The remainder of the project would be funded through state and local sources.

d of local elected officials, as well as

The envi | study was d on behalf of a

from the state Dy of Ty and SEWRPC.

The impact of the commuter rail project would be " pretty modesL Yunker said, because it would operate in an existing
railway. "We're not p ing or operating any new right

Public will be i

into a final envi | impact

If you don't have your own copy you can check it out, all 699 pages of it, at the Racine Public Library or the Racine County
complex in Ives Grove, Or just check it out online at the SEWRPC Web site http://www.sewrpc.org.
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